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OLAND,  which  had  fometimes  acted  fa 
confpicuous  a  part  in  the  politics  of  Europe,  and 
which,  from  the  extent  of  its  territory,  the  fer- 
tility of  its  foil,  the  high  fpirit  and  courage  of  its 
inhabitants,  feemed  formed  for  acquiring  a  ftill 
greaterpreponderance,  has  loft,  by- the  defects 
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of  its  government,  a  part  of  the  advantages  it 
had  received  from  nature. 

This  kingdom  had  long  been  under  the  in- 
fluence of  Ruffia ;  and  that  influence  had  become 
the  more  powerful  under  Catharine,  as,  inde- 
pendently of  the  army  of  Romantzoff,  encamped 
on  the  banks  of  the  Viftula,  50,000  men  had 
taken  up  their  quarters  in  Livonia,  Efthonia, 
and  Courland.  Auguftus  III.  declining  in  his 
health,  as  well  from  the  irregularities  of  his  life 
as  from  the  vexation  occafioned  him  by  the  in- 
vafion  of  Saxony,  was  now  verging  faft  to 
the  grave.  All  fuch  as  had  formed  pretenfions 
to  the  fuccefllon,  accordingly  began  to  examine 
their  ftrength ;  and  the  court  of  Peterfburg  was 
the  centre  of  their  intrigues.  The  afpiring 
mind  of  Catharine  was  flattered  at  feeing  herfelf 
the  arbiter  of  thefe  ambitious  rivals.  But,  while 
(he  thought  proper  to  foment  their  divisions  and 
to  encourage  their  hopes,  fhe  was  fecretly  de- 
cided in  her  choice.  She  was  in  want  of  a  king, 
whofe  weaknefs  and  fervility  ihe  knew :  ihe 
made  choice  of  Poniatofsky. 

It  will  not  be  ufelefs  here  to  caft  an  eye  upon 
the  ftate  of  that  rich   and  unhappy  country, 
which  we  fhall  fee  more  than  once  exciting  the 
ambition  of  Catharine,  and  which  fhc  long  con- 
tinued 
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tinued  to  harafs,  the  better  to  prepare  it  for 
being  ufurped. 

The  hiftory  of  Poland,  like  that  of  almoft 
all  the  other  countries  of  Europe,  reaches  back 
to  an  sera  extremely  remote,  and  filled  with  un- 
certainty. All  that  we  know  with  tolerable 
precifion  is,  that  Poland  at  firft  was  governed 
by  a  race  of  kings  *,  whofe  power  was  nearly 
abfolute.  To  this  race  fucceeded  the  Piafts, 
who  are  thought  to  have  been  elective,  but  who, 
for  feveral  generations,  preferved  the  crown  in 
their  family.  The  kingdom  was  frequently  dis- 
turbed by  the  pretenfions  of  the  magnats,  who 
combined  againft  the  monarch,  and  oppofed  to 
him  a  power  which  balanced  that  of  the  crown. 

One  of  the  laft  kings  of  the  race  of  the  Piails, 
Cafimir  III.  furnamed  the  great,  or  the  father  of 
the  peafantry,  repreffed  the  dangerous  and  always 
turbulent  authority  of  the  grandees,  by  conferring 
a  variety  of  privileges  on  the  inferior  nobleAe, 
and  by  that  means  alarming  them  with  a  dan- 
gerous rivalmip.  But  that  prince,  however 
addicted  to  juftice,  and  how  great  foever  his 
concern  in  behalf  of  the  unhappy  peafants,  was 
never  able  to  mitigate  the  barbarous  lot  to  which 
they  are  doomed  in  Poland. 

*  The  race  of  Leiko. 

»  2  Lewis 
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Lewis  of  Hungary,  nephew  and  fuccefibr  of 
Cafimir,  was  not  in  a  capacity  to  benefit  by  the 
advantages  that  monarch  had  acquired,  becaufe, 
on  bellowing  on  him  the  crown,  the  nobility 
Obliged  him  to  fubfcribe  to  burdenfome  condi- 
tions. On  the  death  of  Lewis,  without  leaving 
a  male  heir,  that  turbulent  nobility  made  an  offer 
of  the  throne  to  Ladiflaus  Yagellon,  duke  of 
Lithuania,  and  impofed  on  him  the  fame  con- 
ditions as  had  been  accepted  by  Lewis.  One  of 
thefe  conditions  was,  not  to  raife  fubfidies  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  diets.  His  fuccefTors 
-were,  equally  with  him,  forced  to  be  continually 
making  new  facrifices  for  obtaining  the  imports 
that  were  neceffary  to  their  government ; 
and  Sigifmond  Auguftus  was  at  length  in- 
duced to  confent*,  that  at  his  death  the 
crown  mould  become  abfolutely  elective.  This 
prince,  who  had  no  lbn,  was  without  difficulty 
brought  to  agree  to  make  a  declaration,  by 
which  he  purchafed  his  repofe.  In  a  fhort  time 
afterwards  a  charter  was  framed  f,  which  be- 
came the  bafis  and  guarantee  of  that  privilege. 
The  four  principal  articles  of  the  charter 
were : 


*  In  the  year  1550* 

t  Known  under  the  name  of  PaBawKnttt. 


I.  That 
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1.  That  the  crown  mould  be  elective;  and 
that  the  king  fhould  never  appoint  a  fucceflbr 
during  his  lifetime. 

2.  That  general  diets  mould  be  afiembled 
every  two  years. 

3.  That  every  nobleman  of  Poland  mould 
have  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  a 
king. 

4.  That  if  the  king  (hall  prefume  to  infringe 
the  laws,  and  to  difavow  the  privileges  of  the 
nation*,  the  fubjects  mall  be  abfolved  from  their 
oath  of  allegiance. 

The  privileges  fecured  by  this  charter  were 
ftill  farther  extended  j  and  all  the  fucceflbrs  of 
Sigifmond  Auguftus  down  to  Staniflaus  Ponia- 
tofsky  inclufively,  were  only  elected  upon  their 
fwearing  to  maintain  them.  Could  lefs  then  be 
expected  from  princes  who  received  the  crown 
as  a  matter  of  favour,  and  who,  if  they  had  not 
accepted  it  on  thefe  conditions,  would  have 
been  obliged  to  forego  it  in  favour  of  a  lefs  fcru- 
pulous  competitor  ?  The  nobles,  the  more  they 
increafed  their  power,  abufed  it  the  more.  Not 
contented  with  freely  granting  their  fuffrages, 
they  fold  them.  Henry  de  Valois  was  the  firft 
who  purchafed,  by  means  of  promifes  and  gold* 

*  That  is  to  fay,  of  the  nobles  j  for  the  reft  is  counted 
for  nothing. 

*-3  the 
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the  throne  of  the  Yagellons  ;  means  which 
have  fince  only  yielded  to  the  terror  of  arms. 

On  every  accefllon  to  the  throne  the  nobility 
tifurped  fome  additional  privilege.  During  the 
reign  of  John  Cafimir,  the  liberum  veto  was 
created.  This  was  a  right  given  to  each  nobleman 
fingly  to  put  a  flop  to  the  deliberation  of  a  whole 
diet,  and  to  diflblve  it  by  the  fole  ac"l  of  his  will  j 
a  right  which  has  been  one  of  the  principal 
fources  of  the  troubles,  the  anarchy,  and  the 
total  deftruction  of  Poland. 

But  by  fuch  an  extent  of  power  as  every  no- 
bleman had,  we  may  form  a  judgment  of  that 
enjoyed  by  the  palatines*,  the  great  officers, 
and,  in  general,  all  the  wealthy  Poles.     Some- 

*  In  Poland  are  32  palatines,  who  are  properly  gover- 
nors of  provinces,  3  caftellans,  and  1  flaroft.  Though  the 
quality  of  the  two  latter  be  inferior  to  that  of  a  palatine, 
yet  there  are  four  of  them  who  poffefs  the  firft  ranks 
amongft  the  temporal  nobles,  the  caftellan  of  Cracow  being 
the  firft  of  all.  The  office  of  a  palatine  is  to  lead  the 
troops  of  his  palatinate  to  the  army ;  to  prefide  in  the  af- 
femblies  of  the  nobility  in  his  province  j  to  fet  a  price  upon 
merchandizes  and  commodities  ;  to  take  care  that  the 
weights  and  meafures  be  not  altered  ;  and  to  judge  and  de- 
fend the  jews.  He  has  a  vice-palatine  under  him,  who 
mud  take  an  oath  to  him,  and  who  ought  to  have  an  eftate 
in  land,  which  they  call  pojfejfionatus.  To  thefe  follow  the 
erder  of  nobility,  who  are  alone  capable  of  poffeffing  all  the 
offices  and  lands  in  the  duchy  and  kingdom. 

times 
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times  they  raifed  regiments  independent  on  the 
authority  of  the  king ;  at  other  times  they 
formed  confederacies,  which,  under  pretence  of 
defending  the  laws,  fowed  fedition  and  revolt, 
and  in  the  facred  name  of  liberty  exercifed  the 
abfurdeft  tyranny. 

It  is  the  blind  ambition  of  the  polifh  nobles 
that  has  been  for  300  years  gradually  confum- 
mating  the  ruin  of  their  country.  That  nation, 
naturally  brave,  which  has  often  conquered  the 
Ottomans,  and  which  has  given  law  to  Pruftia 
and  to  Ruffia,  has  not  been  able,  fince  thefe 
dirTentions,  to  refift  any  of  the  armies  by  which 
it  has  been  attacked.  The  forces  of  the  kings  of 
Sweden,  Charles  Guftavus  and  Charles  XIL 
alternately  found  it  an  eafy  prey  ;  and  from  the 
moment  that  the  Ruffians  were  able  to  oppofe 
difciplined  troops  to  its  brilliant  and  licentious 
pofpolite,  they  have  found  themfelves  in  a  capa- 
city to  dictate  laws  to  the  nation. 

Under  fuch  circumflances  the  Poles  called 
themfelves  free.  But  what  fort  of  a  freedom 
was  that  they  enjoyed,  even  while  they  were 
exercifing  the  boafted  right  of  electing  their 
kings  ?  The  age  in  which  we  live  has  produced 
examples  to  the  contrary ;  and  one  *  of  the  men 

*  Saroifky, 

b  4,      *  who 
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who  beft  underftood  their  hiftory,  has  defied 
them  to  fhew  but  two  inftances  of  a  free  elec- 
tion. 

There  is  fcarcely  a  great  potentate  in  Europe 
that  has  not  had  more  or  lefs  influence  in  thefe 
elections :  but  for  upwards  of  fifty  years  Ruflla 
has  been  the  only  power  by  which  they  have  been 
actually  directed. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  Poland  when  the 
death  of  Auguftus  III.  *  revived  the  cabals  of 
the  pretenders  to  the  throne,  and  furnifhed  Ca- 
tharine the  means  of  difplaying  her  political 
talents  with  the  utmoft  effect.  That  fovereign, 
whom  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Verfailles  were 
in  hopes  of  detaching  from  Pruflia,  began  their 
operations  by  artfully  obtaining  from  thofe 
courts  an  aflurance  that  they  would  not  interfere 
in  the  affairs  of  Poland.  In  1764,  the  marquis 
de  Paulmy,  ambaffador  from  France  at  Warfaw, 
declared  f  at  the  diet,  that  Lewis  XV.  would 
have  nothing  to  do  in  the  election  of  the  new 
king ;  and  fhortly  after  the  count  de  Mercy 
held  the  fame  language  on  the  part  of  Maria 
Therefa. 

The  promife  of  thefe  two  courts,  however, 
was  not  fufficient  for  Catharine.     She  was  defi- 

*  The  5th  oi  October,  1.763.        -J-  The  16th  of  March, 

rous 
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rous  of  fome  aflurance  that  fhe  fliould  not  be 
thwarted  by  that  of  Berlin  :  in  this  fhe  fucceeded. 
Frederic  had  long  been  foliciting  her  to  fign  a 
treaty  of  defenfive  alliance  5  and  fhe  coveted  it 
the  more  as  fhe  had  employed  fo  much  art  in 
inducing  him  to  defire  it.  Imagining  that  the 
delays  which  fhe  made  to  the  conclufion  of  this 
bufinefs,  arofe  only  from  the  repugnance  fhe 
had  to  a  minifter  *  who  had  been  the  friend  of 
her  hufband,  the  pruffian  monarch  made  choice 
of  a  plenipotentiary  who  fhould  necefTarily  be 
more  agreeable  to  that  princefs :  he  fent  to 
St.  Peterfburg  the  count  of  Solms,  who  had 
married  a  princefs  of  Anhalt-Bernburg,  coufin- 
german  to  Catharine.  The  count  de  Solms 
was  extremely  well  received  by  the  emprefs, 
with  whom  he  fhortly  after,  in  the  name  of  the 
king  of  Pruflia,  concluded  a  treaty,  fubjoined 
(0  which  was  the  fecret  article  as  follows : 

"  It  being  for  the  intereft  of  his  majefty  the  king  of 
*'  Pruffia  and  of  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruflias, 
M  to  exert  their  utmoft  care  and  all  their  efforts  for  main- 
'*  taining  the  republic  of  Poland  in  its  ftate  of  free  election, 
"  and  that  it  mould  not  be  permitted  to  any  one  to  render 
*'  the  faid  kingdom  hereditary  in  his  family,  or  to  make 
f '  himfelf  abfolute  therein  ;  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruflia 
"  and  her  imperial  majefty  have  promifed  and  mutually  en- 
««  gage  themfelves,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  by  this 

f_  The  baron  de  Goltz. 

«'  fecret 
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•'  fceret  article,  not  only  not  to  permit  any  one,  whoever 
"  he  be,  to  attempt  to  divert  the  republic  of  its  right  of 
"  free  election,  to  render  the  kingdom  hereditary,  or  to 
*c  make  hlmfelf  abfolute  therein,  in  all  cafes  whenever  fuch 
*'  attempt  mould  be  made  ;  but  alfe  to  prevent  and  to  fruf- 
*•  trate,  by  all  poffible  means,  and  In  common  coofent,  the 
**  views  and  defigns  that  have  a  tendency  to  that  end,  as 
**  foon  as  they  fhall  be  difcovered,  and  even,  in  cafe  of  ne- 
"  ceffity,  to  recur  to  the  force  of  arms,  to  defend  the  re- 
*'  public  from  the  overthrow  of  its  conftitutlon  and  its 
M  fundamental  laws. 

"  The  prefent  fecret  article  fhall  have  the  fame  force  and 
"  vigour  as  if  it  had  been  inferted  word  for  word  in  the 
"  principal  treaty  of  defenfive  alliance  figned  this  day,  and 
"  fhall  be'ratified  at  the  fame  time. 

"  In  virtue  whereof  two  fimllar  copies  of  it  have  been 
"  made,  which  we,  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  his 
"  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  of  her  majefty  the  em- 
"  prefs  of  all  the  Ruffias,  authorized  to  that  purpofe,  have 
8£  figned  and  fealed  with  the  feal  of  our  arms. 

"  Done  at  St.  Peterfburg,  the  nth   of  April   (the 
"  3 1  ft  of  March  O.  S.)  1764. 
"C.DESOLMS.    PANIN.    GALLITZIN." 

The  new  fovereign  of  Saxony,  who  flattered 
hlmfelf  with  the  profpect  of  inheriting  the  throne 
of  Auguftus  III.  as  he  had  inherited  his  elector- 
ate, addrefTcd  himfelf  to  the  emprefs,  to  prevail 
upon  her  to  approve  his  pretenfions :  but  fhe 
made  no  hefitation  to  deprive  him  of  all  hope* 
She  wrote  to  him,  "  That  ihe  advifed  him,  as 
41  a  true  friend,  not  to  expofe  his  interefts  in 

"  an 
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"  an  affair  which  in  the  iflue  could  not  anfwer 
<f  his  expectations." 

Confcious  of  her  power  in  Poland,  Catharine 
difmifled,  one  after  another,  the  candidates  who 
were  not  agreeable  to  her,  without,  however, 
giving  any  intimation  as  yet  concerning  the 
perfon  whom  fhe  intended  to  favour.  The 
greater  number  of  the  Poles  were  for  electing 
a  Piaft,  a  defcendant  of  their  ancient  kings. 
Catharine  alfo  for  fome  time  appeared  to  be  of 
the  fame  fentiment.  But  all  at  once  it  was  heard 
with  amazement  at  Warfaw,  that  it  was  count 
Poniatofsky  whom  that  monarch  had  deftined 
to  the  throne.  This  choice  excited  an  almoft 
univerfal  difcontent  and  violent  murmurs.  The 
polifh  magnats,  incenfed  at  the  profpect  of 
being  governed  by  a  young  man*  of  a  birth  not 
very  illuftrious,  and  whofe  elevation  was  neither 
juftified  by  mining  actions  nor  extraordinary 
virtues,  reciprocally  interrogated  one  another, 
what  fervices  count  Poniatofsky  had  rendered 
the  republic,  for  obtaining  fo  glorious  a  reward  ? 

Count  Poniatofsky  was  endowed  with  thofe 
qualities  which  are  more  adapted  to  conciliate 
the  friendfhip  of  particular  perfons,  than  to  fit 
him  for  fwaying  a  fceptre.  Tall,  well-made,  of 
a  figure  at  once  commanding  and  agreeable,  he 

*  He  wa*  at  that  time  32  years  of  age. 

ipoke 
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fpoke  and  wrote  with  fluency  the  feven  principal 
languages  of  Europe,  and  in  a  graceful  diction  ; 
but  he  poffelTed  only  a  flight  knowledge  of 
affairs.  His  eloquence  was  vague  and  defultory, 
his  prefumption  too  apparent.  Rather  weak 
than  gentle,  rather  prodigal  than  generous,  he 
might  eafily  miflead  women,  and  dazzle  a  thought- 
lefs  multitude,  but  not  perfuade  men  of  cultivated 
minds.  He  was  doubtlefs  fitter  to  fubmit  to 
be  governed  than  to  govern  himfelf.  Never- 
thelefs,  fupported  by  the  influence  and  arms 
of  Ruflia,  and  having  no  obftacle  to  fear  on 
the  part  of  other  powers,  his  triumph  was  not 
long  in  fufpenfe.  The  confequence  of  Catharine 
was  involved  in  this  triumph.  That  princefs 
fet  fo  great  a  value  on  feeing  the  crown  of 
the  Sarmates  on  the  brow  of  her  former  fa- 
vourite, that  fhe  wrote  without  delay  to  count 
Kayferling,  her  ambailador  at  Warfaw,  to  em? 
ploy  every  means  in  behalf  of  Poniatofsky. 
One  of  her  letters  was  intercepted,  and  contained 
the  following  words : — 'f  Mon  cher  comte,  fou- 
*{  venez-vous  de  mon  candidat.  Je  vous  ecris 
*!  ceci  deux  heures  apres  minuit :  jugez  fi  te 
«  chofe  m'eft  indifferente  *  !" 

*  "  My  dear  count,  remember  my  candidate.  I  write 
"  this  to  you  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  judge  whether 
<«  I  am  indifferent  about  the  affair !" 

Count 
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Count  Kayferling  was  careful  not  to  difobey. 
Neither  he  nor  the  ruffian  generals  neglected 
any  thing  for  fecuring  the  choice  which  their 
fovereign  defired.  The  dyetines  were  already 
convoked.  That  of  Warfaw  elected  Poniatofsky 
by  an  Unanimous  fuffrage :  but  whatever  pains 
had  been  taken  for  bringing  thofe  of  the  provinces 
to  the  fame  favourable  difpofition,  his  fuccefs 
was  not  the  fame.  His  competitors  obtained 
a  majority  of  voices  in  fome,  and  at  lead  an 
equal  number  with  his  in  the  others. 

At  the  affembling  of  the  diet  of  convocation, 
the  ruffian  troops  entered  Warfaw,  under  pre- 
tence of  preferving  liberty  and  order. 

Crowds  of  foreigners  at  the  fame  time  poured 
into  that  city,  all  ready  to  unite  at  the  very  firft 
fignal.  Count  Branichky,  grand  general  of  the 
crown,  and  prince  Radzivil,  took  arms  in  order 
to  prevent  th®  Ruffians  from  extorting  the 
fuffrages :  but  what  could  they  do  againft  foreign 
armies  who  were  matters  of  the  country ;  and 
againft  a  part  of  their  countrymen  difpofed  to 
join  thofe  armies  ?  It  is  a  difficult  matter  to 
form  an  adequate  idea  of  the  tumult  that  began 
to  prevail  in  the  diet  of  Warfaw.  Count  Mala- 
kofsky,  venerable  for  his  great  age  and  his 
virtues,  had  been  appointed  its  marfhal.  He 
endeavoured  in  vain  to  reduce  it  to  order,  and 

Eft 
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to  clear  it  of  ftrangers.  He  was  anfwered  by 
furious  vociferations,  and  fabres  were  drawn. 
The  eloquent  Mokranofsky,  nuntio  of  Cracow, 
ran  the  rifk  of  his  life  under  the  fwords  of 
the  ruffian  officers,  who  endeavoured  to  pierce 
him  from  the  galleries  of  the  fpeakers.  He 
at  firft  thought  of  ftanding  on  his  defence ;  but, 
prefently  returning  his  fabre  into  the  fheath,  and 
cxpofing  his  bread: — Cf  If  you  muft  needs  have 
<f  a  victim,"  faid  he  to  the  Ruffians,  «  I  (land 
cc  here  before  you.  But  at  lead  I  mail  die 
cc  free,  as  I  have  hitherto  lived." — It  is  not 
improbable  that  he  would  have  fallen  a  prey 
to  their  fury,  had  not  prince  Adam  Chartorinfky 
had  the  generous  courage  to  throw  himfelf  in 
the  way,  and  to  fhield  him  with  his  body. 
Thus,  in  the  firft  fittings  of  the  diet  nothing 
paired  but  injurious  fpeeches  and  tumultuous 
quarrels. 

Some  one  at  Peterfburg  who  knew  what  dif- 
pleafure  the  election  of  Poniatofsky  would  oc- 
cafion  to  the  Poles,  and,  wanting  to  vilify  him 
in  the  eyes  of  Catharine,  had  the  boldnefs  to  tell 
that  monarch,  that  he  whofe  intereft  fhe  efpoufed 
feemed  the  lefs  proper  to  fill  the  throne  of 
Poland,  as  his  grandfather  had  been  intendant  of 
a  little  eftate  belonging  to  the  princes  Lubo- 
mirfky.— - "  Though  he  had  been  fo  himfelf,"  re- 
*4  turned 
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turned  fhe,  fomewhat  nettled,  "  I  will  have  him 
;f  to  be  king,  and  he  fhall  be." 

Holding  this  language,  Catharine  was  under 
no  apprehenfions  of  being  deceived.  Independ- 
ently of  the  troops  which  fhe  had  already  in 
Poland,  fhe  caufed  a  body  of  12,000  men  to 
enter  Lithuania,  and  frefh  reinforcements  were 
advancing  towards  Kief.  Her  ambaflador  ruled 
at  Warfaw,  and  her  armies,  if  the  exprefiion 
may  be  allowed,  compreffed  the  republic. 

Several  of  the  provinces  now  heavily  accufed 
their  nuncios  of  having  badly  correfponded  with 
their  defires  in  fubmitting  to  the  influence  of  the 
court  of  Peterfburg.  They  did  not  confine  them- 
felves  to  murmurs.  They  had  recourfe  to  arms ; 
they  formed  into  different  confederacies ;  but. 
thefe  movements  were  attended  by  no  con- 
fequences.  The  Ruffians  threatened :  the  mal- 
contents were  prefently  filenced. 

At  length  the  diet  of  election  was  opened; 
held,  according  to  cuftom,  in  the  plain  of  Vola, 
at  the  diftance  of  about  three  miles  from  War- 
faw.  This  diet  began  by  a  folemn  mafs,  and  a 
fcrmon*.     Count  Kayferling,  ambaflador  from 

*  The  preacher  took  his  text  from  thefe  words :  Elfgite 
«x  vobis  meliorem,  qui  vobis  placuerit,  et  pofuite  euro  fuper 
felium.    2  Kings,  x.  3. 

Ruflla, 
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Ruflia,  being  at  that  time  indifpofed,  could  not 
repair  to  Vola,  but  fent  to  the  diet  a  letter, 
addrefled  to  him  by  the  emprefs,  recommending 
to  him  count  Poniatofsky  in  the  mod  prefling 
terms. 

The  other  party,  however,  had  not  been  idle, 
cither  during  the  election  of  the  nuncios  or 
reprefentatives,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  body  of 
the  nobility,  were  to  chufe  a  king,  nor  at  the 
firft  aflembling  of  the  ftates  *.  In  the  former 
cafe  great  tumults  were  raifed,  but  they  fubfifted 
not  long.  In  the  latter  22  fenators  entered 
a  proteft  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  diet, 
the  principal  reafons  of  which  were  grounded  on 
the  prefence  and  interference  of  the  foreign 
troops.  Forty-five  nuncios  figned  an  act  of 
adhefion  to  this  proteft. 

Count  Branichky,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
thefe  protefters,  retired  from  the  diet.  But  that 
alfembly,  foon  after  its  opening,  took  its  revenge. 
An  order  was  made  for  diverting  him  of  the 
poft  of  crown  general.  Branichky  denied  their 
power  j  drew  together,  into  one  body  a  great 
part  of  that  army  of  which  they  had  attempted  to 
deprive  him,  but  which  ftill  faithfully  adhered  to 
him;   augmented  it  by  levies;   and  prepared 

*  May  7,  1764. 
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to  maintain  himfelf  by  force ;  poJTefTed,  as  it 
mould  feem,  by  a  fpirit  of  defpair  and  fury, 
having  no  power  in  the  leaft  adequate  to  the 
height  of  his  attempt.  Prince  Radzivil,  on  his 
part,  was  alfo  up  in  arms,  and  with  the  fame 
obftinacy,  and  no  greater  ftrength,  ftruggled 
againft  the  election. 

The  ambafladors  of  France,  Spain,  and  the 
empire,  finding  their  political  intrigues  of  no 
more  avail  towards  obftru6ling  the  election,  than 
the  hoftile  attempts  of  prince  Radzivil  and  count 
Branichky  were  likely  to  be,  retired  from  the 
diet  and  left  Poland,  declaring  that  they  had 
not  been  fent  to  a  party,  but  to  the  whole 
republic*. 

An  action  at  length  happened  f  between  prince 
Radzivil  and  the  ruffian  troops,  wherein  the 
Poles,  having  fought  a  long  time  with  their 
ufual  irregular  bravery,  were  as  ufual  defeated 
by  the  Ruffians. 

The  fpirit  of  Poland  appeared  ftrongly  in  all 
the  circumftances  of  this  action.  The  princefs 
Radzivil,  but  newly  married,  and  a  filler  of  that 
prince,  both  of  them  young  and  beautiful,  fought 
on  horfeback  with  fabres,  and  encouraged  the 
foldiery  both  by  their  words  and  their  example, 

*  June  the  7th,  1764."  f  On  the  3d  of  July. 

vol.  11,  c  Branichky 
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Branichky  was  alfo  defeated  by  a  body  of 
Ruffians ;  and  thefe  two  nobles,  the  only  very 
confiderable  perfons  who  oppofed  the  ruffian 
nomination,  were  obliged  to  fly  out  of  their 
country,  and  to  take  fhelter  in  the  turkifh  domi- 
nions, where  they  particularly  value  themfelves 
on  protecting  the  unfortunate ;  and  thefe  noble 
fugitives  found  refuge  where  Charles  XII.  had 
found  it. 

During  all  this  time  Poniatofsky,  accompanied 
with  a  great  number  of  his  friends,  was  vifiting 
each  nuncio  in  particular,  and  endeavouring  to 
gain  them  by  teftimonies  of  benevolence  and 
flattering  promifes.  The  palatines  being  all 
afiemblcd  and  ranged  in  order  round  the  fhopa*, 

*  The  general  diet  for  the  election  of  a  king  is  always 
held  in  the  open  field,  about  two  miles  from  Warfaw,  near 
the  village  of  Vola,  where  a  fort  of  booth  is  erected, 
covered  with  boards,  at  the  public  charge,  which  in  the 
polifh  language  is  $.s.)lcdj/:cj)a,  or  a  fhelter  from  bad  weather. 
This  place  is  built  and  prepared  by  the  treafurer  of  the 
crown  :  it  is  furrounded  with  a  ditch,  and  has  three  doors. 
The  day  appointed  for  the  diet  being  come,  the  fenate  and 
the  nobility  proceed  to  St.  John's  church  at  Warfaw,  to  hear 
the  mafs  of  the  holy  ghofl,  to  implore  its  influence  in 
the  election  of  a  new  king  who  may  have  all  the  qualities  ne- 
ceffary  to  defend  the  interefts  of  the  church  and  of  the 
republic  :  after  which  they  go  to  the  fhopa  and  proceed 
|o  bufinefs. 

a  large 
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a  large  building,  open  on  all  fides  occupied  by 
the  fenate  and  the  equeftrian  order.  The 
primate  afked  with  a  loud  voice,  at  three  didincl: 
times,  who  they  would  have  for  king  ?  All 
anfwered  unanimoufly  :•— cc  Count  Poniatofsky!" 
—-The  next  day  *  he  was  proclaimed  king  of 
Poland,  and  grand  duke  of  Lithuania,  under  the 
name  of  Staniflaus  Auguftus.  Thus  the  diet 
and  the  kingdom  being  freed,  in  the  manner  we 
have  feen,  from  all  thofe  who  were  the  declared 
oppofers  of  Poniatofsky,  the  election  was  foon 
concluded  in  favour  of  that  prince  With  an  una- 
nimity unknown  in  the  annals  of  Poland. 

The  new  monarch,  on  his  return  to  Warfaw, 
palled  along  the  ftreets  of  that  capital  amidft 
the  acclamations  of  all  the  people,  and  from 
that  fame  day  he  took  pofTefficn  of  the  palace  of 
the  republic.  Some  nuncios  had  abftained  from 
appearing  at  the  diet  j  the  greater  part  of  the 
prime  nobility  took  umbrage  at  the  appointment 
of  Poniatofsky :  but,  no  fooner  was  he  on  the 
throne  than  they  came  almoft  all  to  do  him 
homage  >  and  he  began  to  reign  in  as  much  tran- 
quillity as  if  his  election  had  not  been  efre&ed  by. 
violence  f. 

Some 

*  The  7th *of  September. 

f  Staniflaus  Poniatofsky  behaved  at  firft  with  great  judg- 
ment and  circumfpe&ion.     He  received  with  kindnefs  thofe 
9  a  who 
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Some  time  previous  no  this  election,  Catharine 

ne 
of 


had  declared  her  intention  of  vifiting  the  fcene 


who  had  acted  feemingly  in  the  mofl  direct  oppofition  to  his 
interefl.  The  fon  of  count  Bruhl  exerted  himielf  to  his  pre- 
judice, and  yet  that  prince  left  him  in  poffefiion  of  the  poll 
of  grand  mailer  of  the  artillery  which  he  had  promifed 
to  count  Branichky,  palatin  of  Belih,  and  of  which  indeed 
the  latter  had  the  generofity  not  to  wifh  to  deprive  him.— 
tSoon  after  his  election,  he  received  letters  of  congratulatiou 
from  many  of  the  courts  of  Europe.  The  molt  remarkable 
is  that  from  the  king  of  Pruffia,  written  with  his  majefty's 
own  hand.  From  the  matter  and  the  occafion,  as  well  as  the 
character  of  the  writer,  it  is  extremely  worthy  of  being 
inferted  at  length.  Nothing  can  be  more  glorious  than 
a  communication  of  fuch  fentiments  in  the  intercourfe  be. 
tween  fovereigns.  "  Your  majefty  muil  reflect,  that,  as 
M  you  enjoy  a  crown  by  election  and  not  by  defcent,  the 
"  world  will  be  more  obfervant  of  your  majefty's  actions  than 
"  of  any  other  potentate  in  Europe  :  and  it  is  but  reafonable. 
*'  The  latter  being  the  mere  effect  of  confanguinity,  no  more 
f  is  looked  for  (though  much  more  is  to  be  wiflied)  from 
*'  him,  than  what  men  are  endowed  with  in  common  :  but, 
'«  from  a  man  exalted,  by  the  voice  of  his  equals,  from 
"  a  fubjcft  to  a  king,  from  a  man  voluntarily  elected  to 
*'  reign  over  thofe  by  whom  he  was  chofen,  every  thing  is 
*<  expected  that  can  poflibly  deferve  and  adorn  a  crown. 
"  Gratitude  to  his  people  is  the  firft  great  duty  of  fuch 
"  a  monarch :  for  to  them  alone  (under  Providence)  he 
"  is  indebted  that  he  is  one.  A  king  who  is  fo  by  birth,  if 
**  he  acts  derogatory  to  his  ftation,  is  a  fatire  only  on  him- 

«  felf ; 
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Of  her  fuccefTes,  and  to  make  the  tour  of  Li- 
vonia. But  whilft  this  monarch  was  employed 
abroad  in  difpofing  of  crowns,  at  home  her 
throne  feemed  to  be  tottering  under  her;  and 
that  vaft  power,  which  extended  to  the  remoteft 
part  of  Afia,  which  awed  all  Europe,  and  abfo- 
lutely  governed  fo  many  of  its  neighbours,  was 
not  fecure  of  its  own  duration  for  a  moment. 
Every  breath  of  a  confpiracy  feemed  to  fhake  it: 
and  fuch  was  the  critical  Hate  of  that  empire, 
that  the  defigns  of  the  obfcureft  perfon  in  it  were 
not  unattended  by  danger. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  fummer  an  event  of  that 
nature  happened  in  Ruffia  which  is  highly  de- 
J-  ferving  of  a  place  in  hiftory,  from  the  extraordi- 
nary circumftanees  by  which  it  was  accompanied, 
though  fo  extremely  myfterious  and  unaccount- 
able in  many  particulars,  that  we  defpair  of 
affording  any  clear  fatisfaction  to  the  reader 
concerning  them. 


1 '  felf ;  but  an  ele&ed  one,  who  behaves  inconfiftent  with 
*f  his  dignity,  reflects  difhonour  alfo  on  his  fubje&s.  Your 
i(  majefty,  I  am  fure,  will  pardon  this  warmth.  It  is  the 
"  effufion  of  the  fincerell  regard.  The  amiable  part  of  the 
"  picture  is  not  fo  much  a  leflbn  of  what  you  ought  to  be, 
"  as  a  prophecy  of  what  your  majefty  will  be," 

c  3  The 
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The  emprefs,  in  the  fummer  of  1764,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  her  intentions  already  mentioned,  fet 
out  on  her  journey  through  Efthonia,  Livonia, 
and  Courland.     On   her  way,  (he  paflcd  over 
from  Oranienbaum  to  Cronftadt  j  and  thinking 
to  give  the  foreign  ministers  an  advantageous 
idea  of  her  marine,  Ihe  invited  them  to  follow 
her  to  that  port.     They  did  fo  :  but  the  opinion 
they  formed  of  her  naval  forces  fell  far   fhort 
of  that  which  fhe  entertained  of  them  herfelf. 
There  was  but  a  fmall  number  of  fhips,  which 
they  judged  but  little  adapted  to  keep  the  fea: 
and  the  englifh  ambailador,  with  that  franknefs 
peculiar  to  his  nation,  did  not  dilTemble  that  her 
navy  was  far  from  appearing  to  him  to  be  very 
formidable.     She  afterwards  proved  that  it  was 
poffible  for  it  to  become  fo. 

On  quitting  Cronftadt,  her  majefty,  having 
left  the  government  of  Peterfburg  to  count 
Panin,  took  the  road  of  Livonia,  accompanied 
by  count  Gregory  Orloff  and  a  fmall  retinue  of 
nobility  of  both  fexes,  During  her  abfence  on 
this  expedition,  in  the  prifon  of  the  dethroned 
Ivan  an  "mfurrecYion  broke  out  under  the  conduct 
of  a  certain  Mirovitch,  which  coft  that  unfor- 
tunate prince  his  life, 

Ivan 
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Ivan  Antonovitch,  ftyled  Ivan  the  third  in  the 
manifeftoes  that  were  publiihed  in  his  name 
while  emperor,  was  born  in  1740  ;  great  grand- 
fon  of  tzar  Ivan  Alexeyevitch,  the  elder  half- 
brother  of  Peter  the  great  *.  On  running  over 
the  feries  of  ruffian  monarchs  from  Alexey  Mi- 
chailovitch  downwards,  our  feelings  are  at  every 
moment  hurt  by  the  inteftine  difturbances  that 
have    happened    from   different  pretenders,   of 

*   See  the  genealogical   tables   in   the   former  volume, 
tab.  iii. 

Ivan  III.  if  we  reckon  by  the  line  of  the  tzars,  or  VI. 
if  from  the  firft  fovereign  of  Ruffia,  was  proclaimed  emperor 
■on  the  death  of  emprefs  Anne,  and  Biren  regent ;  but  this 
high  elevation  was  foon  to  be  followed  by  a  dreadful  falL 
The  father  and  the  mother  of  the  young  emperor  were  dif. 
contented  at  feeing  themfelves  excluded  from  the  regency ; 
and  the  infolence  with  which  they  were  treated  by  Biren  in- 
creased their  difpleafure.  Munich,  on  his  part,  not  having 
obtained  from  the  regent  what  he  thought  due  to  his  fer- 
vices,  joined  himfelf  to  thofe  princes,  and,  in  the  night  be- 
tween the  20th  and  21ft  of  November,  Manilein,  aid-de- 
camp to  Munich,  arretted  the  regent.  The  princefs  Anne 
caufed  herfelf  to  be  proclaimed  regent  during  the  minority  of 
her  fon.  The  whole  nation  rejoiced  at  being  freed  from  an 
abominable  tyrant :  he  was  conducted  to  Schluuelburg,  tried, 
and  condemned  to  death:  but  his  punifhment  was  mitigated  to 
an  exile  for  life  in  Siberia.  This  exile  was  again  moderated, 
by  transferring  him  to  Yaroflauf,  where  he  remained  till 
1762,  when  Peter  III.  as  we  have  already  feen,  recalled  him 
to  court ;  and  he  was  Ihortly  after  reflored  to  his  dukedom 
by  Catharine. 

~c  4  which 
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which  fb  many  within  fo  fhort  a  fpace  of  time, 
and  in  general  attended  with  fuch  fhocks,  no 
princely  houfe  in  Europe  has  experienced,  efpe- 
cially  in  modern  times.  But  a  cruel  fatality 
feems,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  have  propa- 
gated the  feeds  of  difcord  between  the  families 
of  the  two  imperial  brothers. 

We  have  feen  him  feized  and  confined  with 
his  parents  and  relations ;  at  firfl:  conveyed  to 
the  citadel  of  Riga,  then  in  the  fortrefs  of  Du- 
namund  ;  from  thence  removed  to  Oranienburg, 
at  the  fouth-eaftern  extremity  of  european  RufTia. 
At  all  thefe  places  the  being  together  alleviated 
the  miferies  of  imprifonment,  and  efpecially  the. 
humane  behaviour  of  captain  Korf,  which  firfl: 
awakened  the  gratitude  of  the  infant  emperor, 
and  was  all"  his  life  after  recollected  with  emo- 
tion; folely  on  account  of  this  lenity,  the  fufpi- 
cion  of  the  court  fell  upon  Korf*,  and  he  was 
removed  from  his  office.  About  the  latter  end 
of  17455  or  the  beginning  of  the  year  1746,  the 
family  was  feparated  -}  ail  the  reft  being  brought 
more  northward  to  Kolmogori,  Ivan  was  left 
behind  in  Oranienburg.  To  his  great  misfor- 
tune it  came  into  the  mind  of  a  monk  to  carry 
him  off;  in  their  flight  they  had  reached  Smo- 

*  Afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank  of  general  by 
jPeter  III, 

lenflk, 
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lenfk,  where  the  affair  was  difcovered,  and  they 
were  detained.  From  thence  the  wretched  cap- 
tive, lately  the  envied  emperor  of  a  quarter  of 
the  globe,  was  now  brought,  for  greater  fecu- 
rity,  to  Schluffelburg,  and  there  lodged  in  a 
cafematt  of  the  fortrefs,  the  very  loop-hole  of 
which  was  immediately  bricked  up.  He  was 
never  brought  out  into  the  open  air,  and  no  ray 
of  heaven  ever  vifited  his  eyes.  In  this  fubter- 
ranean  vault  it  was  neceffary  to  keep  a  lamp 
always  burning ;  and  as  no  clock  was  either  to 
be  feen  or  heard,  Ivan  knew  no  difference  be- 
tween day  and  night.  His  interior  guard,  a 
captain  and  a  lieutenant,  were  fhut  up  with  him ; 
and  there  was  a  time  when  they  did  not  dare  to 
fpeak  to  him,  not  fo  much  as  to  anfwer  him  the 
fimpleft  queftion.  What  wonder  if  his  igno- 
rance fhould  at  length  border  on  ftupidity  ? 
This  dreadful  abode  was  however  afterwards 
changed  for  that  prefently  to  be  defcribed,  in  the 
corridor  under  the  covered  way,  in  the  caftle. 
Elizabeth  caufed  him  once  to  be  brought  in  a 
covered  cart  to  Peterfburg,  and  faw  and  con- 
verfed  with  him.  Peter  III.  alfo  vifited  him 
incognito  ;  and  what  paffed  on  this  occafion  has 
been  already  related.  Catharine  too  had  a  con- 
vention with  him  foon  after  the  commencement 
of  her  reign,  as  Ihe  relates  in  her  manifefto  of 

the 
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the  28th  of  Augud  1764*,  in  order,  a 
there  faid,  to  form  a  judgment  of  his  under- 
Handing  and  talents.  To  her  great  furprifc 
ihe  found  him  to  the  laft  degree  deficient  in 
both.  She  obferved  in  him  a  total  privation 
of  fenfe  and  reafon,  with  a  defect  in  his  utter- 
ance, that  even  had  he  any  thing  rational  to 
litter,  wo.uld  have  rendered  him  entirely  unin- 
telligible. 

All  perfons,  however,  were  not  fo  thoroughly 
convinced  of  the  incapacity  of  this  prince.  He 
was  now  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years, 
and  he  might  evidently  be  made  an  inftrument, 
or  at  leaft  a  pretence,  for  exciting  dangerous 
commotions.  His  juft  title  to  the  crown,  of 
which  he  had  been  formerly  in  poueflion,  his 
long  fuffe rings,  without  any  other  guilt  than 
that  pofTefFion  and  that  title,  his  youth,  and  even 
the  obfeurity  which  attended  his  life,  and  which 
therefore  gave  latitude  for  conjecture  and  inven- 
tion, formed  very  proper  materials  for  working 
on  the  minds  of  the  populace.  At  the  moment 
when  Catharine  was  taking  her  departure  from 
the  refidence,  Ihe  had  intelligence  of  frefh  con- 
fpiracies  among  the  guards.  Several  of  them 
were  taken  up;  but  experience  having  fhewn 
that  the  deteclion  of  one  confpiracy  always  en- 


*  Which  fee  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 
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couraged  the  hatching  of  fome  other  j  and, 
willing  to  avoid  irritating  the  multitude  by  the 
frequency  c.f  punifhments,  the  confpirators  were 
proceeded  againft  in  private,  and  many  of  them, 
were  fuffered  to  pine  out  their  lives  in  prifon. 

From  the  depth  of  his  dungeon  prince  Ivan 
afforded  hopes  to  thofe  who  held  in  abhorrence 
the  prefent  ufurpation.  It  was  for  reftoring  the 
throne  to  this  unfortunate  captive  that  almoft  all 
thefe  plots  were  formed.  It  was  for  his  fake 
that  men  who  had  never  {een  him,  and  whofe 
very  exiftence  was  utterly  unknown  to  him, 
were  continually  braving  the  fcafFold.  Faithful 
to  the  fyftem  of  calumny  that  had  been  of  fuch 
fervice  to  the  deftruclion  of  Peter  III.  the  court 
of  Ruflia  inceflantly  employed  it  againft  Ivan. 
One  while  it  was  given  out  that  he  was  ftupid, 
and  incapable  of  uttering  articulate  founds  -,  at 
another,  that  he  was  a  drunkard,  and  as  ferocious 
as  a  favage.  Sometimes  it  was  even  pretended, 
that  he  was  fubject  to  fits  of  madnefs,  and  be- 
lieved himfelf  a  prophet.  But  many  there  were 
to  whom  thefe  reports  feemed  no  better  than 
tales  invented  by  the  blackeft  malignity,  and 
afterwards  innocently  propagated  by  perfons  who 
did  not  reflect  on  the  numberlefs  interefts  that 
might  concur  in  their  invention.  Doubtlefs, 
Ivan,  to  whom  all  kinds  of  inft  ruction  were 

refufedj, 
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refused  *,  and  who  was  kept  fhut  up  in  a  loath- 
fome  prifon,  denied  the  converfe  of  any  human 
being  from  whom  he  could  derive  information, 
mud  neceftarily  have  been  of  a  very  confined 
understanding  :  but  there  is  dill  a  great  dtftancc 
between  ignorance  and  imbecility  or  madneis. 
What  evidently  proves  that  Ivan  was  neither 
mad  nor  ftupid  is,  in  the  fir  ft  place,  the  conver- 
fation  he  hadf  at  count  Schuvaloff's  with  the 
emprefs  Elizabeth.  Not  only  the  graces  of  his 
figure  and  the  accents  of  his  voice,  but  the 
moving  complaints  he  uttered,  awakened  the 
fenfibility  of  all  that  were  pre  fen  t,  and  even 
drew  from  the  emprefs  abundance  of  tears.  If 
that  young  prince  had  committed  fome  act  of 
lunacy,  would  it  have  failed  of  publication  ? 
Again,  afterwards  we  find  a  frelh  proof  of  his 
good  fente  and  his  fenfibility  in  the  difcourfe 
which  he  held  to  Peter  III.  when  he  faw  him,  for 
the  firft  time,  at  Schluflclburg.  Baron  Korf 
has  faithfully  tranfmitted  it  to  us,  as  we  have 
related  it  in  the  firft  volume  of  this  work  £. 
Peter  III.  talked  with  him  leveral  times  after- 
wards, and  perfifted  in  his  intention  of  declaring  ' 

*  It  however  has  been  affirmed,  that  a  german  officer, 
who  for  fome  time  had  the  cuftody  of  him,  clandeflindy 
taught  him  to  read. 

f  In  1756.  %  See  vol.  i.  p.  258,  259. 

him 
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him  his  heir.  Now  it  may  well  be  imagined, 
that  Volkoff,  Goudovitch,  and  his  other  confi- 
dants, would  have  diffuadcd  him  from  it,  if  they 
could  have  brought  themfelves  to  imagine  Ivan 
likely  to  be  for  ever  unfit  to  wear  the  crown. 
But,  to  conclude,  whatever  might  be  the  cha- 
racter of  that  prince,  the  daring  attempts  that 
were  repeatedly  made  in  his  favour  did  not  ren- 
der him  lefs  formidable  to  Catharine  and  to  the 
tranquillity  of  the  empire. 

Chance  foon  furnifhed  an  inflrument  to  put 
him  out  of  the  way  of  being  any  difturbance  to 
cither.  The  regiment  of  Smolenfk  was  in  gar- 
rifon  in  the  town  of  SchlmTelburg  ;  and  a  com- 
pany of  about  100  men  guarded  the  fortrefs  in 
which  prince  Ivan  was  confined.  In  this  regi- 
ment was  an  officer  named  Vaffily  Mirovitch, 
whofe  grandfather  had  been  implicated  in  the 
rebellion  of  the  kozac  Mazeppa,  and  had  fought 
under  Charles  XII.  againft  Peter  ^the  great. 
The  eftates  of  the  family  of  Mirovitch  had  ac- 
cordingly been  forfeited  to  the  crown.  This 
young  man,  who  had  a  good  mare  of  ambition, 
preferred  with  warmth  his  pretentions  |p  have 
them  reftored;  and  this  it  was  that  made  him, 
known  at  court.  The  family-eftates  were  not 
given  up  -,  but  he  was  continually  flattered  with. 
the  hopes  of  their  recovery,  if  he  would  fhew 

himfelf 
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himfelf  active  in  fecuring  the  tranquillity  of  the 
empire. 

The  inner  guard  placed  over  the  imperial 
prifoner  confided  of  two  officers,  captain  Vlaf- 
fieff  and  lieutenant  Tlchekin,  who  flept  with 
him  in  his  cell.  Thefe  had  a  difcretionary 
order,  figned  by  the  emprefs,  by  which  they 
were  enjoined  to  put  the  unhappy  prince  to 
death,  on  any  infurreclion  that  might  be  made 
in  his  favour,  on  the  preiumption  that  it  could 
not  otherwife  be  quelled. 

The  door  of  Ivan's  prifon  opened  under  a 
fort  of  low  arcades,  which,  together  with  it, 
form  the  thicknefs  of  the  caitle-wall  within  the 
ramparts ;  in  this  arcade  or  corridor  eight  fol- 
diers  ufually  kept  guard,  as  well  on  his  account, 
as  becaufe  the  feveral  vaults  on  a  line  with  his 
contain  {tores  of  various  kinds  for  the  ufe  of  the 
fortrefs.  The  other  lbldiers  were  in  the  guard- 
houfe,  at  the  gate  of  the  caftle,  and  at  their 
proper  ftations.  The  detachment  had  for  its 
commander  an  officer,  who  himfelf  was  under 
the  orders  of  the  governor. 

It  has  been  affirmed  that,  fome  time  before 
the  execution  of  his  project,  Mirovitch  had 
opened  himfelf  to  a  lieutenant  of  the  regiment 
of  Veliki  Luki,  named  Ufchakoff;  and  that 
Uichakoff  bound  himfelf  by  an  oath,  which  he 
5  took 
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took  at  the  altar  of  the  church  of  St.  Mary  of 
Kafan  in  St.  Peterfburg,  to  aid  him  in  the  enter- 
prife  to  the  beft  of  his  power.  But  as  this 
latter  was  drowned,  a  few  days  after  this  is  faid 
to  have  happened,  as  he  was  affiiling  in  the 
launch  of  a  vefTel,  it  is  impomble  to  afcertain 
the  fact. 

It  is  more  apparent  that  he  talked  in  vague 
perms  of  the  confpiracy  with  one  of  the  valets 
of  the  court,  and  that  he  mentioned  it  afterwards 
to  Simeon  TfchevaridefF,  lieutenant  of  artillery, 
and  fpoke  of  the  advantages  that  would  accrue 
from  the  refcue  of  Ivan,  and  the  delivering  of 
him  to  the  regiments  of  the  guards.  "While  he 
thought  to  raife  his  confequence  by  putting  on 
the  air  of  a  confpirator  without  accomplices,  he 
however  faid  nothing  to  TfchevaridefF  pofitively 
either  of  the  time  or  the  mariner  of  executing 
his  plot. 

He  had  already  performed  his  week's  duty  in 
the  fortrefs,  without  venturing  an  attempt.  But, 
tormented  by  the  anxieties  arifing  from  fufpenfe, 
and  condemning  his  own  irrefolution,  he  aiked 
permiflion  to  be  continued  on  guard  for  one 
week  longer.  This  was  granted  him  without 
hefitation. 

After  having  admitted  into  his  confidence  a 
man  of  the  name  of  Jacob  PifhkofF,  he  began 

at 
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at  about  ten  o'clock  on  a  fine  fummer's  night*, 
to  fall  into  converfation  with  three  corporals 
and  two  common  foldiers;  and  after  tampering 
with  thein  fome  time,  and  obviating  fuch  diffi- 
culties as  were  fuggefted  by  their  fears,  they  were 
foon  gained  over  to  his  plan,  and  they  promifed 
to  follow  his  orders.  Neverthelefs,  whether  from 
timidity  or  from  precaution,  they  refolved  with 
one  confent  to  wait  till  the  night  was  farther  ad- 
vanced. Between  the  hours  of  one  and  two  in 
the  morning,  they  came  together  again.  Miro- 
vitch  and  the  corporals  then  made  about  fifty  -j- 
of  the  foldiers  who  were  on  guard  to  put  them- 
felves  under  arms,  and  thus  marched  towards 
the  prifon  of  Ivan.  On  the  way  they  met  Be- 
rednikofF,  the  governor  of  the  fortrefs,  whom 
they  thought  fall  locked  in  the  arms  of  fleep ; 
but  who,  rouzed  by  fome  noife,  whether  made 
by  them  or  accidentally  occafioned,  had  come 
out  to  fee  what  was  the  matter.  The  governor, 
authoritatively  demanded  of  Miroviteh  the  rea- 
ibn  of  his  appearance  in  arms  at  the  head  of  the 
foldiers  ?  Without  returning  any  anfvver,  Mi-  ' 
rovitch  knocked  him  down  with  the  butt  end  of 
his  firelock,  and,  ordering  fome  of  his  people  to 
fecure  him,  continued  his  march.    Being  arrived 

*  The  TVh  of  July: 

j-  It  is  probable  that  38  was  the  exact  number. 
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at  the  corridor  into  which  the  door  of  Ivan's 
chamber  opened,  the  centinels  put  themfclves  in 
a  poflure  to  oppofe  his  paflage.  He  immediately 
ordered  his  men  to  fire  upon  them,  which  they 
did.  The  centinels  returned  their  fire  \  but 
none  were  hurt  either  on  the  one  fide  or  the 
other. 

The  foldiers  of  Mirovitch,  furprifed  at  the 
refiftance  they  met,  fnewed  figns  of  an  incli- 
nation to  retreats  Their  chief  withheld  them  \ 
but  they  infilled  on  his  mewing  them  the  order 
which  he  faid  he  had  received  from  Petersburg. 
He  directly  drew  from  his  pocket  and  read 
to  them  a  forged  decree  of  the  fenate,  recalling 
prince  Ivan  to  the  throne,  and  excluding  Ca- 
tharine from  it,  becaufe  fhe  was  gone  into 
Livonia  to  marry  count  Poniatofsky.  The 
ignorant  and  credulous  foldiers  implicitly  gave 
credit  to  the  decree,  and  again  put  themfelves  in 
order  to  obey  him.  A  piece  of  artillery  was  now 
brought  to  Mirovitch,  who  himfclf  pointed  it 
at  the  door  of  the  dungeon ;  but  at  that  inftant 
the  door  opened,  and  he  entered,  unmolefied, 
with  all  his  fuite. 

The  officers  VlaflierT  and  Tfchekin,  fet  over 
the  prince  as  his  guard,  were  fhut  up  with  him, 
and  had  called  out  to  the  centinels  to  fire. 
But,  on  hearing  Mirovitch  giye  orders  to  beat 

vol,  ii.  »  in 
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in  the  door,  and  judging  that  they  had  no* 
the  means  of  making  any  refinance  to  the  affail- 
ants,  they  fell  fword  in  hand  on  the  wretched 
viclim  now  attempted  to  be  carried  off. 

At  the  noife  of  the  firing  Ivan  had  awoke  i 
and,  hearing  the  cries  and  the  threats  of  his 
guards,  he  conjured  them  to  fpare  his  miferable 
life.  But,  on  feeing  that  thefe  barbarians  had  no 
regard  to  his  prayers,  he  found  new  force  in  his 
defpair,  and,  though  naked,  defended  himfelf 
for  a  confiderable  time.  Having  his  right  hand 
pierced  through  and  his  body  covered  with 
wounds,  he  feized  the  fword  from  one  of  the 
trionfters  and  byoke  it  3.  but  while  he  was  ftrug - 
gling  to  get  the  piece  out  of  his  hand,  the  other 
ftabbed  him  from  behind,  and  threw  him  down. 
He  who  had  his  fword  broke  now  plunged 
his  bayonet  into  his  body,  and  feveral  times  re- 
peating his  blow,  under  thefe  ftrokes  die  unhappy 
prince  expired. 

They  then  opened  the  door,  and  mewed 
Mirovitch  at  once,  the  bleeding  body  of  the 
murdered  prince,  and  the  order  by  which  they 
were  authorifed  to  put  him  to  death,  if  any 
attempt  mould  be  made  to  convey  him  away. 

Mirovitch,  (truck  with  horror,  at  firft  ftarted 
back  fome  paces  j  then  threw  himfelf  on  the 
body  of  Ivan,  and  cried  out: — "  I  have  miffed 

"  ray 
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cc  my  aim  j  I  have  now  nothing  to  do  but  to 
*«  die." — But  he  prefently  rofe  up.  So  far 
from  attempting  to  flee  from  the  punifliment 
which  he  mud  now  forefee,  or  to  take  his  revenge 
on  the  two  afTaffins  by  mooting  them  on  the  fpot, 
he  returned  to  the  place  where  he  had  k(t 
the  governor  in  the  hands  of  his  foldiers ;  and, 
furrendering  to  him  his  fword,  coldly  faid : — ■ 
"  It  is  I  that  am  now  your  prifonen" 

The  next  day  the  body  of  the  poor  unfor- 
tunate Ivan  was  expofed  before  the  church  * 
in  the  caftle  of  Schluffclburg,  cloathed  in  the 
habit  of  a  failor.  As  foon  as  it  was  known 
immenle  crowds  of  people  flocked  thither  from 
the  neighbouring  towns  and  from  St.  Petersburg  3 
and  it  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the  grief  and 
indignation  that  were  excited  at  the  view  of  an 
unfortunate  being,  who,  after  having  been  cruelly1 

*  An  old  lutheran  church  built  of  timber  for  the  ufe  of 
the  garrifon  while  Noeteburg  was  in  poffeffion  of  the  Swedes, 
long  before  it  was  taken  from  them  by  Peter  trite  great. 
The  church  is  in  a  very  decayed  ftate,  full  of  rubbifh,  and  not 
employed  in  anyreligious  purpofes.  The  painted  altar  is  re- 
moved from  its  proper  place  at  the  eaft  end,  and  Hands  againft 
the  north  fide  wall,  and  in  its  place,  filling  the  enclofure 
where  the  altar  rails  have  been,  is  a  large  pile  of  deal  planks, 
in  a  ftate  of  rottennefs  :  under  this  ftack  of  wood  the  body 
of  Ivan  was  thrown,  where  it  lay  for  fome  time. 

d  1  precipitated 
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precipitated  from  the  throne  while  yet  in  Kb 
cradle,  pafTed  his  days  in  a  dark  and  doleful 
dungeon,  where  he  was  inhumanly  put  to  death 
by  aifaffins.  Ivan  was  full  fix  feet  high,  with  a 
fine  blond  head  of  hair,  a  red  beard,  regular 
features,  and  of  a  completion  extremely  fair : 
accordingly,  the  beauty  of  his  perfon  and  his 
youth  *  heightened  the  fenfibility  that  was  uni- 
verlally  difcovered  at  the  unhappinefs  of  his  lot, 
and  the  cruelty  of  his  murderers.  His  body  was 
wrapt  up  in  a  meep-fkin,  put  into  a  coffin,  and 
inhumed  without  ceremony. 

The  concourfe  and  the  murmurs  increafed 
to  fuch  a  degree  that  a  tumult  was  now  ap- 
prehended, To  avoid  any  fatal  confequences  to 
themfelves  the  two  aflaffins  VlaffiefF  and  Tfche- 
kin,  as  foon  as  they  had  perpetrated  their  crime, 
put  themfelves  on  board  of  a  vefiel  which  they 
found  on  the  point  of  failing  for  Denmark,  where, 
on  their  arrival,  the  ruffian  minifter  took  them 
under  his  protection  f. 

The  governor  of  SchluHelburg  difpatched  to 
Peterfburg  a  full  relation  of  the  horrid  outrage 
of  Mirovitch,  and  of  the  tragical  end  of  Ivan. 

*  He  had  not  yet  completed  his  24th  year. 

f  They  fliortly  after  returned  to  Ruffia,  and  were  advanced 
m  the  fervice. 

He 
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He  accompanied  this  account  with  a  manifeflo 
that  had  been  found  in  the  pocket  of  Mirovitch, 
and  which,  it  was  faid,  had  been  long  fabricated 
In  concert  with  lieutenant  Ufchakoff.  This 
manifesto,  which  contained  many  fcurrilous  in- 
vectives and  imprecations  againft  Catharine, 
and  reprefented  prince  Ivan  as  the  fole  legitimate 
emperor,  it  was  obferved,  was  to  have  been 
publifhed  at  the  moment  the  prince,  was  fet 
at  liberty  and  was  making  his  entry  into  St.  Pe- 
tersburg. Panin  immediately  fent  off  a  courier 
to  the  emprefs  with  an  exact  account  of  thefe 
particulars. 

Her  majefty  was  then  at  Riga;  and,  under  a 
vifible  impatience  of  mind,  was  frequently  in- 
quiring after  news  from  the  refidence  :  a  circum- 
ftance  by  no  means  unaccountable,  if  we  confider 
the  frequent  caufes  of  alarm  from  plots  and 
cabals  with  which  me  had  been  inceffantly  ha- 
raffed  fince  the  beginning  of  her  reign.  Her 
inquietude  increafed  from  day  to  day,  and  ihe 
would  often  rife  in  the  night  to  afk  whether 
no  courier  was  arrived*.  Some  perfons  after- 
wards  recollected   thefe   circumftances   to   her 

*  Thefe  fads  have  often  been  confirmed  by  general 
Brown ;  who,  being  a  good  roman  catholic,  honeftly  attri- 
buted thefe  perturbations  of  Catharine  to  fupernatural  pre- 
fentiments. 

©  3  difad- 
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difadvantage,  as  if  fhe  was  anxioufly  counting  the 
days  fince  the  period  when  Mirovitch  was  fta- 
tioned  on  guard  *.  At  length,  after  three  days 
had  elapfed,  the  difpatches  of  Panin  were  brought 
to  her  hand. 

The  fenate  pafTed  fentence  alone  upon  Miro- 
vitch,  condemning  him  to  be  beheaded.  The 
two  officers  were  rewarded. 

The  public  was  much  divided  in  opinion 
concerning  the  whole  of  this  tranfaction.  It 
was  thought  inconceivable  that  an  infignificant 
private  individual  mould  hazard  an  enterprife, 
that,  if  even  at  firft  all  things  mould  go  well, 
yet  could  never  be  profecuted  to  final  fuccefs  by 
him.  That  in  the  attack  no  one  mould  be 
hurt;  that  upon  Ivan's  death  all  mould  be  imme- 
diately as  quiet  as  if  nothing  had  happened  j 
thai:  no  enquiry  was  fet  on  foot  about  any  accom- 
jjlices  in  Peterfburg,  of  which  there  had  been 
fome  talk  at  firft  j  feemed  to  give  room  to 
furmife  that  fimply  this  death  was  the  object  in 
view,  and  to  this  fole  end  the  whole  machinery 
was  directed.  None  of  the  court  party  could 
have  done  this  fervice  to  the  abfent  emprefs, 

*  The  circumftance  that  Mirovitch  had  fuffered  his 
week's  duty  on  guard  to  expire  before  he  could  fummon  up 
courage  enough  to  attempt  the  execution  of  his  project,  was 
not,  on  this  occafion,  forgotten., 

without 


EMPRESS    CATHARINE  II.      ♦  39 

•without  her  knowledge  and  confent.     But,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  flanderous  manifefto  found  upon 
Mirovitch  was  produced,   which  he  intended  to 
have  published  immediately  upon  his  having  Ivan 
in  his  porTeffion,  and  which  count  Panin,   it  was 
laid,  had  actually  read  and  fent  to  the  fovereign ; 
but  particularly  the  execution  of  the  rebel :    if 
perhaps  it  was  he,  and  not  fome  unknown  male- 
factor, who  underwent  that  punifhment.-— -Let  k 
fuffice,   the  public   emotions   of  pity  and   dif- 
pleafure  at  the  fad  cataftrophe  of  the  imperial 
progeny,    and     himfelf    once    emperor,    were 
plainly  manifefted  by  every  kind  of  expreffion. 
The  multitudes  of  people  who,  notwithstanding 
all  that  could  be  done  to  check  their  impetuofity, 
ilill  flocked  to  the  caftle,  infifting  on  feeing  the 
body,  were  fo  great,  that  the  government  was 
obliged  to  give  orders  to  remove  it  from  the 
caftle- church,  and  convey  it  in  the  filence  of  the 
night  with  the  utmoft  fecrecy,  to  the  monaftery 
of  Tichfina,  2.00  verftsfrom  Peterfburg.  Among 
the  regiments  of  guards  in  that  city,  who  thought 
they   had   the    exclufive    right   to  depofe   and 
to  murder  emperors,  violent  commotions  arofe  5 
that  efpecially  in  the  night  of  the  24th  of  July, 
caufed  the  greateft  alarm:    it   was  only  by  the 
prudent  meafure  of  prince  Galitzin,  who  caufed 
powder  and  ball  to  be  publicly  diftributed  among 
d  4  the 
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the  marching  regiments  that  were  encamped  ir> 
the  vicinity  of  Peterfburg,  that  tranquillity  was 
reilored.  Wiien  the  two  officers  by  whom  the 
prince  was  aftaffinated  appeared  at  court,  every 
one  beheld  them  with  looks  of  undificmbled 
contempt  and  abhorrence. 

Catharine's  throne  was  now  firmly  eftablifhed. 
Even  the  angry  fpirit  that  perfecuted  the  family  of 
Ivan  feemed  at  length  appeafed.  As  her  majefty 
afterwards  fet  at  liberty  the  other  members  of  it, 
it  may  be  necefTary  to  make  fome  brief  mention 
of  them  here.  The  parents  and  relations  of  the 
unfortunate  young  emperor  had  been  brought  to 
Kolmogori,  a  village-like  town  in  the  government 
of  Archangel,  on  an  ifland  of  the  Dwina.  Here 
they  dwelt  poor  and  melancholy,  in  clofe  confine-** 
rnent.  The  mother,  Anna  Carlovna,  died  in 
child  bed,  while  Elizabeth  was  yet  reigning,  in 
March  1746,  and  was  taken  from  hence,  and 
buried  in  the  fame  monaftery  where  afterwards 
Peter  III.  at  laft  found  reft.  The  father,  An- 
thony Ulric,  died  in  1776.  He  left  behind  him 
two  princes,  Peter  and  Alexey,  two  princelTes, 
Catharine  and  Elizabeth,  and  feveral  natural 
children  :  all,  except  the  elder  of  the  princefles, 
born  in  prifon.  For  a  feries  of  17  years  they 
were  very  feverely  treated  by  Golovtzin,  the 
Jaft   viceroy  of  Archangel.     After   his   death, 

whiciy 
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which  happened  in  1779,  Catharine  appointed 
in  his  place  a  man  of  more  generous  fentiments, 
the  general-governor  Melgunef,  who  vifited  the 
unfortunate  captives,  adminiftered  to  them  every 
confolation  in  his  power,  took  with  him  a  letter 
from  the  princefs  Elizabeth  to  the  emprefs;  and, 
on  delivering  it,  defcribed  their  fituation  in  fuch 
affecting  terms,  that  her  majefty  immediately 
refolved  to  open  a  negotiation  with  the  court  of 
Penmark.     The  dowager-queen  of  that  king- 
dom, Juliana  Maria,  was  a  fifter  of  duke  An- 
thony Ulric,     In  the  following  year,  1780,  the 
bufinefs  was  brought  to  a  conclusion :  the  accom- 
modation was  eafy,  as  Catharine  acted  with  her 
wonted  magnanimity.     If,  as  is  probable,  a  deed 
of  renunciation  of  all  pretenfions  to  the  ruffian 
throne  was  required  of  the  ftate-prifoners  in  be- 
half of  themfelves  and  their  pofterity,  neither 
could  this  occafion  any  difficulty.     The  empre& 
directly  fent  them  200,000  rubles,  to  provide 
the  family  with  clothes,  plate,  porcelaine,  &c. 
befitting   their   rank.     This   fhe   accompanied 
with  a  prefent  of  rich  furs  and  jewels  from  the 
imperial   cabinet  j    and    appointed    perfons   of 
quality  to  attend  the  princes  and  princeffes  on. 
their   voyage,     At   Archangel   Melgunef  firft 
difcovered  to  them  their  liberation,  and  the  in- 
tended voyage  to  Denmark.   ■  They  heard  the 

news' 
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news  with  forrow,  and  earneftly  intreated  to  be 
fent  back  to  their  old  priibn  j  till  the  perfuafions 
of  the  generous  Melgunef  raifed  their  fpirits, 
and  infpired  them  with  courage  *.  In  July  a 
frigate  brought  the  whole  family  to  Bergen  in 
Norway,  where  the  princes  and  princeMes  were 
taken  on  board  a  danifh  fhip,  leaving  the  illegi- 
timate children  to  return  with  the  imperial 
frigate.  The  parting  with  thefe  half- relatives 
excited  the  moil  painful  emotions  in  the  breads 
of  the  family.  The  mod  fenfible  of  them,  Eli- 
zabeth, furvived  not  long  her  grief  and  the 
ihock  her  frame  had  received  at  this  fudden 
change  of  fortune.  The  four  brothers  and  fif- 
ters  of  Ivan  were,  at  the  time  when  they  obtained 
their  liberty,  between  30  and  40  years  of  age. 
The  danifli  court  afligned  them  the  city  of 
Horfens  in  Jutland,  as  the  place  of  their  refi- 
dence.     Towards  their  eftablifhment  there  Ca- 

*  The  dowager  queen  of  Denmark,  in  the  letter  of  thanks 
which  Ihe  wrote  to  the  emprefs  in  terms  of  the  tendereft  fen- 
fibility.  highly  extolled,  as  fhe  had  reafon  to  do,  the  beha- 
viour of  this  worthy  man  in  the  whole  of  his  conduct.  This 
teftimony  faved  him,  on  occafion  of  an  unmerited  accufation 
that  was  brought  againft  him  concerning  his  behaviour  in  this 
bufinefs,  and  which  threatened  him  with  imminent  danger  : 
and,  on  his  having  juftified  himfelf,  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  all 
impartial  judges,  Catharine  rewarded  him  with  the  order  of 
St.  Andrew,  and  made  him  many  prefents  bsfides. 

tharine 
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tharlne  prefented  them  with  20,000  rubles,  and 
paid  annually  to  the  maintenance  of  their  dignity, 
30,000  rubles.  In  October  1782,  the  princefs 
Elizabeth  died  at  Horfens ;  and  her  death  was 
followed  by  that  of  her  brother  Alexey  in  October 
1787.  The  natural  children  of  the  duke  of 
Brunfwic  received  in  Ruffia  an  annual  penfion : 
one  of  them,  a  daughter  named  Amelia,  after  her 
return,  married  lieutenant  Karikin,  who,  for 
twelve  years,  had  the  guard  of  the  family  at 
Kolmogori,  and  with  whom  fhe  had  long  been 
intimately  acquainted. 

To  return  to  our  hiftory.  Catharine,  foon 
after  the  mocking  event  that  had  happened  at 
SchlufTelburg,  arrived  from  off  her  journey 
through  the  conquered  provinces.  On  her  entry 
into  Peterfburg,  fhe  was  furrounded  by  an  im- 
menfe  concourfe  of  people,  who  endeavoured 
to  find  out  by  her  countenance  what  was  pafling 
in  her  heart;  but,  always  miftrefs  of  herfeif,  the 
face  of  that  princefs  was  ever  covered  with 
fmiles.  Her  ftep.  was  as  firm,  her  front  as  ferene, 
as  thofe  who  feel  no  inward  reproaches  ufually 
are. 

Lieutenant-general  Weymar  had  already  been 
charged  to  repair  to  SchlufTelburg.  After  hav- 
ing privately  examined  Mirovitch  and  his  ac- 
complices, they  were   brought  to  Peterfburg, 

where 
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where  their  trial  was  opened  before  a  commifHon 
compofed  of  five  prelates,  of  an  equal  number  of 
ienators,  and  feveral  general  officers.  Mirovitch 
appeared  before  the  judges  with  all  that  tran- 
quillity which  only  the  hope  of  pardon  can  com- 
municate to  a  criminal  like  him.     He  replied 
with  a  frivolous  and  often  inlblent  air,  to  the 
interrogatories  that  were  put  to  him.     It  is  true 
that  the  judges  themfelves  feemed  not  to  make  it 
a  matter  of  great  importance,  and  rather  ap- 
peared as  if  they  dreaded  to  fathom  this  execrable 
myftery.     One  alone  *  had  fo  much  fenfe  of 
propriety  as  to  declare  againft  fuch  an  extraordi- 
nary mode  of  procedure.     But  he  was  blamed 
for   his  indifcfeet   zeal,    and   advifed   to   keep 
filence,  if  he  would  not  lofe  his  office,  and  be 
degraded  from  his  rank  of  noblefle.     In  fine, 
after  fome  days  fpent  in  the   trial,  Mirovitch 
was  condemned  to  lofe  his  head  f,  not  as  guilty 
of  high  treafon,  but  only  as  a  difturber  of  the 
public  peace.     Unmoved  at  this  fentence,  he 
walked    to   the  fcaffold  like   a  man  who  had 
nothing  to  fear,  and  who  thought  himfelf  fure  of 
obtaining  a  pardon,  as  indeed,  according  to  a 
report,  it  had  been  promifed  him.     But  if  he 
really  reckoned  on  a  pardon,   he  was  cruelly 

*  He  was  a  fenator.        f  On  the  26th  of  September. 

deceived. 
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deceived.  The  time  for  his  execution  was 
accelerated  j  and  the  unhappy  wretch,  if  he  had 
before  been  the  infcrument,  was  now  the  victim 
of  a  barbarous  policy.  Thofe  who  confidered 
him  in  the  former  point  of  view  were  aftonifhed 
that  the  emprefs  mould  fuffer  him  to  fall  under 
the  axd.  But  how  could  {he  have  fcreened  him 
from  punifliment  without  manifestly  drawing 
upon  herfelf  the  charge  of  having  prompted  his 
crime  ?  and  if  (he  were  really  concerned  in  it, 
can  it  be  thought  that  fhe  would  hefitate  a  mo- 
ment in  getting  rid  of  a  witnefs  who  would  have 
expofed  her  to  everlasting  vexation  ? 

Mirovitch  was  the  only  perfon  condemned  to 
death.  The  foldiers  whom  he  had  engaged  to 
join  him  in  the  intended  refcue  were  punifhed 
with  various  degrees  of  feverity.  PifiikofF, 
who  was  confidered  as  the  mod  guilty,  was  {en^ 
tenced  to  run  the  gantlet  twelve  times  through 
a  line  of  a  thoufand  men.  The  three  corporals 
and  the  two  fuziliers,  feduced  after  PifhkorT, 
were  flogged  ten  times  along  the  fame  line  j 
after  which  they  were  put  to  the  public  works, 
with  a  log  chained  to  their  leg.  The  other  fol- 
diers who  acted  under  the  orders  of  Mirovitch 
were  likewife  whipped  through  the  ranks ,-  and 
after  being  incorporated  in  other  regiments,  were 
fent  into  diftant  garrifons.     TfchevariderT  was 

degraded 
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degraded  from  his  rank  of  officer,  for  having 
heard  without  revealing  the  vague  confidential 
communications  of  Mirovitch.  Fifty-eight 
perfons  were  punifhed.  A  great  appearance  of 
feverity  was  exercifed  againfl  them  ;  and  this, 
among  other  circumftances,  was  calculated  to 
obviate  any  fufpicions  that  might  arife  con- 
cerning any  more  eminent  inftigators  of  their 
crime. 
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CHAP.   V. 

DiJ "contents  at  Peter/burg. — Mifunderflanding  be- 
tween the  counts  Gregory  OrloffandPanin. — Vif- 
Jenjky  becomes  favourite  of  the  emprefs. — Refign- 
ation  of  the  chancellor  Vorontzoff.-— -Prince  Rad- 
zivilat  the  head  of  the  confederates.  —*>The  biff  op 
of  Cracow  carried  off.— The  duke  de  Choifeul  in- 
cites the  Turks  to  declare  war  againft  Ruff  a.-— 
Treaty  entered  into  by  the  emprefs  with  Eng- 
land.— Tournament  at  Peter/burg. — Reform  of 
the  courts  of  jujiice. — Convocation  of  deputies 
from  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire. — Wife 
reply  of  the   Samoyedes. — Wicked  attempt  of 
Tjchoglokoff. — Travels  of  fever al  learned  men 
in  the  interior  of  Ruff  a. — Academical  infiitu- 
tions. — Inoculation  of  the  emprefs  and  the  grand 
duke,  with  other  events  from  1764  to  1768. 

1  HE  beneficial  effects  of  Catharine's  regu- 
lations and  eftablifhments  for  the  internal  admi- 
niftration  of  government  were  every  day  be- 
coming more  apparent  in  all  parts  of  Ruffia. 
That  vaft  empire,  rendered  more  compact, 
better  regulated,  more  fimply  organifed,  ani- 
mated with  a  new  fpirit,  mud  naturally  have  a 
1 1  powerful 
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powerful  influence  on  the  commerce,  on  the 
finances,  the  politics,  nay  even  on  the  exiftence 
of  the  other  nations  of  the  earth :  and  it  cer- 
tainly had.  The  time  was  pad  when  foreign 
cabinets,  with  a  fort  of  affurance  of  effect,  could 
direct  affairs,  give  birth  to  refolutions,  and  put 
a  flop  to  proceedings  at  Petersburg ;  the  go- 
vernment difplayed  that  fpirit  of  independence 
-which  became  fo  great  a  monarchy:  on  the 
contrary,  the  queftion  was  now,  how  Catharine 
was  acting,  and  what  fhe  was  purpofing  in  regard 
to  all  that  the  princes  and  republics,  from  the 
Memel  to  the  Tagus,  were  meditating  and 
tranfacting.  A  fagacious  hiftorian,  who  is  cer- 
tainly no  flatterer  of  defpots,  fays  of  the  late 
emprefs  of  Ruffia,  to  which  every  one  mult 
fubferibe,  <c  The  volumes  of  modern  hiftory  can 
*c  produce  no  reign  like  this :  for  no  monarch 
*c  has  ever  yet  fucceeded  in  the  attainment  of 
^c  fuch  a  dictature  in  the  grand  republic  of 
"  Europe,  as  Catharine  II.  now  holds  -,  and 
<c  none  of  all  the  kings  who  have  heretofore 
"  given  caufe  to  dread  the  erection  of  an  uni- 
"  verfal  monarchy,  feem  to  have  had  any 
"  knowledge  of  her  art ;  to  prefent  herfelf 
"  with  the  pride  of  a  conqueror  in  the  moft 
<c  perilous  fituations,  and  with  an  unufual,  a 
"  totally   new   dignity   in   the   moft    common 

"  tranf- 
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**  tranfafHons.  And  it  is  manifeftly  not  alone 
<f  the  fupreme  authority  which  here  gives  law, 
if  but  the  judgment  which  knows  when  to 
"  Jfhew    that   authority,    and  when  to  employ 

n  it*." 

Theoretical  politicians,  indeed,  and  ftatiftical 
calculators,  have  pretended  to  affirm,  that  this 
complaifance  of' the  reft  of  Europe  has  been 
ihewn  without  reafon ;  and  that  the  affumption 
that  the  power  of  Ruffia  is  fo  formidable  is  one 
of  thofe  that  are  only  admitted  upon  truft.  But 
the  confequence  feems  here  demonstrable,  if  any 
where  in  a  cafe  like  this :  whoever  undertakes 
many  things,  and  performs  all  that  he  under- 
takes, is  probably  ftill  able  to  undertake  and  to 
perform  more*  Whoever,  juft  at  the  time  when 
the  politician  has  calculated  that  he  is  reduced  to 
his  lafl  foldier  and  his  laft  ruble,  appears  with  a 
formidable  army,  and  difpofes  of  millions  with 
magnanimous  prodigality,  cannot  be  yet  at  the 
extremity  of  his  forces  or  his  wealth.  And 
(what  is  completely  decifive)  whoever,  in  the 
grand  european  republic,  at  the  time  when  a 
Frederic  and   a   Jofeph,    when  the    intriguing 

*  M.  Spittler,  in  his  "  Sketch  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
*'  Governments  of  Europe,"  part  ii.  p.  420. 

vol.  11=  s  French 
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French  and  the  cnterprifing  Britons  compofe  the 
fenate  of  that  republic,  can  hold  the  dictature, 
is  furely  born  to  be  dictator,  is  endowed  with 
all  the  qualities  requifite  to  that  end  :  the  power, 
the  art,  and  the  judgment.  This  will  apply  to- 
Catharine.  In  her  were  united  what  the  world 
has  feldom  feen  together.  From  merely  phyfical 
power  many  things  may  afford  fecurity  ;  but  the 
fuperiority  of  mind,  the  refinement  of  policy,  i's- 
capable  of  reaching  lengths,  of  which  the  former 
will  fall  iliort.— ^-Whom  me  favoured  with  her 
efteem  and  friendfhip,  never  advanced  farther  to 
confidence,  but  remained  in  a  refpectful,  almoil 
dependent  fituation.  Whoever  incurred  her 
wrath,  fhc  could  fo  place  before  all  Europe,  that 
the  effects  of  it  were  no  longer  beheld  as  a  hoftile 
contention  between  two  e'qual  potentates,  but  as 
the  chaftifement  of  a  felon. — When  Ihe  iflued 
her  commands,  it  was  in  the  fweet  accents  of 
lighteoufnefs  and  peace.  However  her  paflions 
were  excited,  ihe  yet  remained  tranquil,  till  the 
proper  maturity  enlured  the  event  -,  and  thus  her 
actions  acquired  the  diftinctive  marks  of  irre- 
fiftible  majefty.  But  never  yet  has  a  monarch 
understood,  like  her,  how  to  be  bountiful  exactly 
at  the  fitted  time,  and  to  make  prefents  with 
fuch  fignificance  as  to  fix  the  gratitude  of  the  re- 
ceiver, 
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ceiver,  and  to  acquire  the  veneration  that  is 
due  to  a  beneficent  deity  *. 

While  Catharine  was  giving  law  to  Poland* 
amufing  Auftria,  conciliating  the  friendfhip  of 
Pruffia,  and  treating  with  England,  fhe  was  alfo 
tampering  with  the  other  courts  of  Europe,  and 
labouring  efficacioufly  towards  very  foon  making 
herfelf  dreaded  by  them.  She  exerted  herfelf 
to  the  utmoft  in  giving  new  fpirit  to  the 
Commerce  of  her  country,  in  augmenting  her 
navy,  and  above  all  in  foftening  the  manners  of 
her  people,  as  yet  not  far  advanced  in  civiliza- 
tion. But,  badly  feconded  by  the  great  perfon- 
ages  of  the  empire,  and  even  by  fuch  as  were 
about  her,  the  progrefs  of  her  inftitutions  was  at 

*  We  will  take  the  liberty  of  making  Here  one  other  extract 
from  Spittler's  work;;  concerning  the  interference  of  Ruffiair! 
the  affairs  of  Poland  :  — "  It  was  an  ingenious  contrivance, 
<{  formed  in  a  truly  roman  ftyle,  and  completed  accordingly, 
"  Not  only  a  numerous  and  free  nation  was  to  be  deprived  of 
"  its  liberty  and  national  fubfiftence,  but  all  Europe  was  to 
*'  be  lulled  afleep.  The  annexations  of  Lewis  XIV.  were  a 
"  trifling  bufinefs  in  comparifon  of  what  Catharine  II.  per- 
4<  formed  in  Poland  and  againft  that  country.  But  what 
*'  loud  and  violent  cries  were  raifed  againft  the  former ;  and 
"  in  what  foft  murmurs  did  the  voice  of  truth  repeat  the 
"  ancient  law  of  nations,  when  there  feemed  to  be  no  longer 
"  any  law  between  Ruflia  and  Poland  ?  &c."  See  Spittler's 
work  on  the  governments  of  Europe,  p.  423. 

E  2  firft 
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firft  but  flow.  The  fpirit  of  divifion  coptintied 
to  reign  in  Peterfburg.  The  outrages  that 
were  to  be  prevented  or  punifhed,  always  made 
it  necefiary  for  Catharine  to  keep  well  with  the 
confpirators  to  whom  fhe  was  indebted  for  the 
throne  :  but  the  favours  fhe  was  incelTantly 
heaping  on  that  greedy  and  infolent  crew,  were 
lb  many  additional  fourees  of  hatred  and  difcon- 
tent.  Some  new  plot  or  confpiracy  was  forming 
every  day  -,  and  every  day  the  good  fortune  of 
the  emprefs,  or  rather  her  prudence,  delivered 
her  from  danger.  Punifbments  were  fecret  and 
terrible.  The  authors  of  one  plot  could  but 
rarely  undertake  a  fecond. 

What  moft  afflicted  the  emprefs  was  the  mif- 
underfranding  that  prevailed  between  her  fa- 
vourite and  her  chief  minifter,  becaufe  the  de- 
votednefs  and  audacity  of  the  one  were  not  lefs 
ufeful  to  her  than  the  name  and  abilities  of  the 
other.  Panin  had  certainly  confiderable  imper-, 
fections ;  but  he  was  the  only  one  who  had  a 
true  notion  of  bufinefs.  His  cold  imagination, 
his  melancholy,  his  pride,  his  obftinacy,  and 
above  all  his  indolence,  were  highly  difpleafing 
to  Catharine  :  but  fhe  did  ample  juftice  to  his 
talents,  and  continued  to  give  him  her  confi- 
dence.    Befides,  though  the   emprefs  was  not 

fatisfied 
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fatlsfied  with  him,  he  had  the  art  of  revifing  his 
opinions,  when  he  found  them  difagreeable  to 
her. 

The  influence  of  Orloff  was  founded  on  a 
different  bafis :  but  he  ufed  it  without  difcretion, 
and  was  continually  leffening  its  {lability.  No 
longer  employing  thofe  affiduities  which  were 
the  onlv  means  in  his  power  of  fecuring  the 
favour  he  enjoyed,  and  even  negligent  of  his 
ufual  attendance  at  court,  abfenting  himfelf  for 
feveral  weeks  together  for  purfuing  the  chace  of 
the  bear,  and  indifferent  to  the  amnfements  of 
the  palace,  if  ever  any  warmth  of  attachment 
iubfifted,  it  muff  naturally  now  fubfide,  and 
decline  into  perfect  indifference. 

Panin,  remarking  this  conduct,  thought  he 
might  improve  it  to  bring  on  the  difmiffion  of 
the  arrogant  favourite.  Perceiving  that  the 
emprefs  frequently  beheld  with  complacency  a 
young  officer,  named  Vifienfky,  thenceforward 
he  put  in  practice  every  thing  he  could  devife  to 
encourage  the  inclination.  Viffenfky  was  foon 
admitted  into  favour ;  and,  directed  by  the  artful 
minifter,  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  give 
reafon  to  believe  that  Orloff  would  foon  be 
difcarded.  But  the  latter,  who  was  not  willing 
to  lofe  his  confequence,  made  a  fudden  alter- 
)n  in  his  conduct,  and  by  that  means  pre- 
e  3  ferved 


^4  LIFE    OF    THE 

ferved  his  ftation.  The  new  favourite  was  dif- 
lnifTed  with  brilliant  prefents,  and  an  employ- 
ment that  fixed  him  in  one  of  the  remoter 
provinces. 

Though  Panin  enjoyed  great  intereft  and  z, 
high  refpect,  with  the  advantages  accruing  from 
his  pod  of  governor  to  the  grand  duke  and  his 
title  of  minifter,  the  return  o[  the  chancellor 
VorontzofF,  whofe  functions  he  performed  ad 
interim,  gave  him  uneafinefs.  Jealous  to  pre- 
serve his  authority  entire,  and  the  fplendor  of  a 
reprefentation  which  was  of  great  value  to  him, 
he  humbled  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  flatter  the  favour- 
ite, whofe  downfal  he  had  been  endeavouring  to 
procure.  Orloflf  was  not  of  an  impracticable 
temper.  Always  recollecting  with  bitternefs 
the  fteps  which  the  chancellor  had  taken  to 
prevent  him  from  fharing  in  the  throne,  he 
requefted  the  emprefs  to  keep  him  away  from 
the  management  of  affairs ;  and  he  became  the 
apologift  for  an  enemy  lefs  bold,  but  more  art- 
ful. Catharine  accofted  the  chancellor  with 
extreme  coldnefs.  Inflead  of  replacing  him  in 
the  functions  of  minifter,  as  at  his  departure  fhe 
had  given  him  reafon  to  hope,  fhe  caufed  it  to 
be  fuggefted  to  him  that  it  would  not  be  taken 
amifs  if  he  were  to  refign  a  place  which  he 
could  no  longer  fill  to  the  fatisfaction  of  his 

fovereign, 
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fovereign.  The  chancellor  hefitated  for  fome 
time :  but  at  length  the  advice  of  his  friends 
prevailed.  He  feemed  voluntarily  to  refign 
what  was  actually  taken  from  him.  His  resign- 
ation was  accepted  with  expreflions  of  regret, 
which  were  not  more  fincere  than  his  wifhes  for 
retirement  j  and,  in  order  to  convince  him  of 
the  fecret  joy  his  compliance  gave,  he  was  pre- 
fented  with  a  gratuity  of  50,000  rubles  and  a 
penfion  of  7000. 

Among  the  numberlefs  means  employed  by 
Catharine  for  detecting  the  authors  of  the  plots 
that  were  perpetually  difturbing  her  repofe,  me 
did  not  neglect  the  interception  of  the  corre- 
ipondence  of  the  foreign  minifters.  That  of  the 
agent  *  of  France  was  fold  to  her.  She  even 
fucceeded  in  procuring  a  duplicate  of  his  cy- 
pher j  and  (he  thought  Ihe,  perceived  in  his 
letters,  if  not  the  adherence  to  the  machinations 
of  the  confpirators,  at  leaft  the  knowledge  of 
all  the  myfterious  affairs  that  were  carrying  on 
among  the  people  about  her.  Her  pride  was 
hurt  at  this  difcovery ;  her  refentment  againft 
the  court  of  Verfailles  increafed  -,  and  the  cold 
reception  Ihe  gave  to  the  agent  of  that  court 

*  Berenger,  who  had  the.  title  of  charge  d'affaires. 

E  4  reduced 
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reduced   him    to  the    necefllty   of  making  his 
retreat*. 

Lewis  XV.  then  Tent  to  Petersburg  the  marquis 
de  BeauiTetj-,  a  man  of  great  vanity  and  buc 
fmall  capacity,  to  whom  the  ministers  of  Catha-r 
rine  complained  heavily  of  the  charge  d'affaires 
his   predeceffor.     But,   as   BesuiTet   was    unac- 

*  That  princefs,  furmifing  afterwards  that  Voltaire 
might  have  learnt  fume  of  the  fafts  contained  in  the  corre- 
fpondence  of  the  agents  of  his  nation,  wrote  to  that  cele*- 
brated  genius  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  difluade  him  from 
giving  credit  to.  them,  if  he  were  acquainted  with  the  bufi- 
nefs,  and  to  inform  him  of  nothing  if  he  were  not.  "  All 
*'  your  countrymen,"  fhe  writes  to  him,  "  do  not  entertain 
*'  the  fame  fentiments  of  me  as  you  do.  I  know  fome  wh» 
i*.  wifh  to  perfuade  themfelves  that  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to 
?'  do  any  thing  that  is  good  ;  who  put  their  invention  to 
*'  the  rack  to  perfuade  others  to  think  fo  likevvife ;  and 
*'  woe  to  their  emiffaries  if  they  dare  to  think  otherwife 
**  than  as  they  are  taught.  I  have  candour  enough  to  be- 
"  lieve  it  an  advantage  which  they  give  me  over  them, 
16  becaufe  whoever  only  knows  facts  from  the  mouth  of  his 
*'  flatterers,  knows  them  but  badly,  fees  them  in  a  falfe 
"  light,  and  acts  in  confequence.  Since,  however,  my 
i*  fame  does  not  depend  on  them,  but  entirely  on  my 
M  principles,  on  my  actions,  I  comfort  myfclf,  as  well  as  I 
fe.  can,  in  not  obtaining  their  approbation.  As  a  good 
f*  chriftian,  I  forgive  them  ;  and  I  pity  thofe  who  envy 
«<  me." 

f  He  was  prefented  to  the   emprefs  the  ill  of  May 

quainteci 
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quainted  with  the  true  caufe  of  thefe  complaints, 
he  paid  them  but  little  attention,  and  took  no 
precautions  to  prevent  their  being  renewed  againfl 
him.     He  even  thought  they  were   only  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  blind  jealoufy  which  the  glory  of 
the  french  nation  excited  in  the  emprefs;  fo  far 
from  it,   that  her  ambition  was  ftriving  to  ufurp 
the  efteem  and  draw  upon  her  the  praifes  of 
that   nation.     She  correfponded    with  Voltaire 
and  d'Alembert.      She  made  an   offer  to   the 
latter  of  the  place   of  governor  to   the  grand 
duke,  with  a  falary  of  24,000  livres,  and  all  con- 
veniences  for   finifhing    the    Encyclopedic   at 
Peterfburg;    advantages  which  the  philofopher 
thought  proper   to   refufe  *.      Being  informed 
that  Diderot  was  not  in  good  circumftances,  and 
was  defirous  of  felling  his  library  to  enable  him 
to  portion  out  his  daughter;    fhe  bought  that 
library,  left  it  in  his  own  pofieffion,  and  fettled 
on  him  a  handfome  appointment  as  the  librarian 
of  it.     Some    time   previous  to  this,   fhe  had 
fent  to  Morand,  the  famous  furgeon,  a  collection 
of  gold  and  filver  medals  which  had  been  ftruck 
in  Ruffia,  as  a  teflimony  of  her  fatisfaction  with 
the   anatomical  fubjects  and  chirurgical  inftru- 
ments  which  he  had  procured  for  her.     Almoft 

*  See  the  append/x   to  the  former  volume,    No.  IV. 
p.  470, 

all 
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all  the  men  of  letters  and  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
artifts  of  Paris  receiyed  fome  proofs  of  her  mu- 
nificence, and  admiring  her  bounties,  forgetting 
or  unacquainted  with  her  frailties, 

They  fwelkd  with  lies  the  hundred  trumps  of  Fame. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fecret  defign  propofed 
by  that  princefs  in  crowning  count  Ciolek  Poni- 
atofsky  began  to  unfold.  Thinking  herfelf  fecure 
of  the  entire  fubmifilon  of  that  monarch,  me 
put  off  all  conftraint,  and  openly  avowed  the 
defigns  which  even  policy  had  made  it  a  crime  in 
the  Poles  to  have  imputed  to  her.  Her  preten- 
fions  were,  doubtlefs,  extravagant :  but,  as  fhe 
was  defirous  that  they  mould  not  be  ufelefs,  fhe 
only  declared  them  when  on  the  point  of  march- 
ing the  troops  that  were  deftined  to  fupport 
them,  and  propofed  nothing  but  in  an  imperious 
tone.  After  having  traced  out  on  the  map  the 
lines  of  demarcation,  by  which  Ruffia  pur- 
loined a  great  part  of  the  territory  of  Poland, 
Catharine  infiited  on  the  recognition  of  the 
validity  of  thefe  lines,  and  that  the  limits  of  the 
two  countries  mould  thus  be  fixed.  She  exacted, 
farther,  that  the  king  and  the  republic  mould 
contract  with  her  a  treaty  of  alliance  offenfive 
and  defenfive,  and  that  they  mould  allow  the 
diffidents  to  enjoy  all  the  fame  rights  with 
9  the 
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the  catholics,  not  excepting  that  of  a  capacity  for 
being  members  of  the  fenate.  The  lafl  of  thefe 
demands,  the  only  one  that  was  equitable,  raifed 
the  indignation  of  an  intolerant  and  defpotic 
pobility.  Murmurs  were  now  heard  on  all  fides: 
mention  was  made  of  having  recourfe  to  arms. 
Whether  he  was  really  afhamed  of  the  facrifices 
that  were  prefcribed  to  his  recognition,  or  rather 
afraid  of  putting  the  nation  in  a  ferment,  the 
king  himfelf  declared  that  he  could  not  confenC 
to  thefe  facrifices.  But  in  order  to  be  the  better 
able  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  pretexts  with 
which  Catharine  covered  her  ambition,  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  underftand  what  the  polifh  diffidents 
were. 

Poland  was  originally  circumfcribed  within 
very  narrow  bounds.  The  inhabitants,  between 
the  9th  and  ioth  centuries,  adopted  the  christian 
religion  as  it  was  then  profefTed  by  the  church  of 
Rome.  About  the  fame  time  many  of  the 
neighbouring  provinces,  which  were  then  in- 
dependent flates,  at  different  periods  embraced 
that  worfhip  according  to  the  ritual  of  the 
Greeks.  In  procefs  of  time,  many  of  thefe  neigh- 
bouring Itates,  either  by  conqueft,  by  right  of 
fucceflion,  by  marriage,  or  by  compact,  became 
united  to  the  kingdom  of  Poland;  upon  all 
which  acceffions  the  new  provinces  were  upon 

an 
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an  exact  ^quality  with  the  old  in  every  refpect, 
and  each  obfervcd  their  own  peculiar  modes 
of  worfhip. 

Of  all  thcfe  acceilions,  that  which  fell  to  ic  by 
the  marriage  of  Yagellon,  grand  duke  of  Lithu- 
ania,   with   the  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Lewis 
king  of  Poland,  in   1386,   was  the  largefr.  and 
moft  considerable.      By  this   event   the   grand 
duchy  of  Lithuania,  together  with  the  provinces 
of  White-Ruflia,  Podlachia,  Volhinia,   Podolia, 
and  fhortly  afterwards  Red-Ruffia,   became  an- 
nexed  to   the  kingdom   of  Poland  ;    with   this 
distinction,  that  the  union  between  the  kingdom 
and  the  grand  duchy  depended  only  on  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  line  of  the  Yagellons,  that  family 
being  the  natural  fovereigns  of  Lithuania.     The 
inhabitants  of  all  thefe  provinces  were  of  the 
greek  religion,  as   well  as  thofe  of  Moldavia, 
Vallachia,  and  the  Ukraine,  which  were  added  to 
the  kingdom  by  the  fuccefTors  of  Yagellon :  fo 
that   by   thefe    great   acceffions,    the    members 
of  the,  greek  church   became  at   that  time  far 
fuperior,  both  in  numbers  and  power,  to  thofe  of 
the  roman  catholic  perfuafion.     It  was  thought 
a  happinefs  peculiar  to  Poland,  that,  while  other 
countries  have  at  different  times  been   a  prey 
to  inteftine  feuds  and  rancour  on  the  fcore  of  the 
religion  of  Chrift,  the  great  variety  of  opinions 

on 
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on   that  fubject   never   produced  any  ft  rife  or 
animofity  among  the  people  of  this  nation. 

The  reformation  made  very  early  progrefs 
in  Poland,  and  the  majority  of  the  fenators  and 
nobility  became  members  either  of  the  lutheran  or 
calviniftic  communions.  To  prevent  therefore  any 
mifchiefs  that  might  arife  from  thefe  differences 
of  religion,  Sigifmund  Auguftus  palled  a  law  at 
the-  diet  of  Vilna,  on  the  16th  of  June  1563, 
declaring  that  all  thole  of  the  equeftrian  and 
noble  orders,  whether  of  lithuanian  or  ruffian 
extraction,  mould  enjoy  equal  rights,  provided 
they  profefs  the  chriftian  religion.  This  he 
afterwards  confirmed  at  the  diet  of  Grodno,  in 
1568,  adding,  to  prevent  all  mifconftructions  in 
favour  of  any  party,  that  it  was  to  be  underftood 
of  every  fuch  perfon,  of  whatever  chriftian  com- 
munion or  confeflion  he  be. 

Under  favour  of  this  toleration  proteftantifm 
made  rapid  advances  in  Poland.  By  thjs  wife 
act  of  Sigifmund  Auguftus,  all  fects,  whether 
proteftant,  greek  or  arian,  enjoyed  the  full  liberty 
of  exercifing  their  worfhip,  and  the  right  of 
voting  in  the  diets  and  of  holding  the  fame  offices 
as  the  catholics.  None  were  at  the  time  offended 
by  this  act  of  juftice ':  on  the  contrary,  all  were 
glad  to  fee  that  the  difference  of  religion  pro- 
duced 
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duced  none  in  the  political  and  civil  rights 
of  the  feveral  members  of  the  community.  As 
a  diftinftion  among  themfelves,  the  followers  of 
the  different  modes  of  worfhip  were  called  diffi- 
dents :  but  that  name,  which  has  fince  been 
made  a  fignal  for  profcription,  had  nothing  then 
injurious  in  it;  and  the  mcceffors  of  Sigifmund 
Auguftus,  when  they  fwore  to  obferve  the 
pacta  conventa,  fwore  alfo  to  preferve  peace 
among    the    diffidents  *.      When    Henry    de 

Valois 

*  It  appears,  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  republic,- 
that  the  term  dijfidents  equally  comprehended  the  greeks, 
catholics,  reformed,  and  lutherans.  The  words  of  that 
famous  conftitution  which  was  patted  by  the  diet,  which 
formed  the  republic  in  the  year  1573,  are,  Nos  qui  fumus 
di/Jidcntes  in  religione,  i.  e.  We  who  differ  in  religious  matters. 
In  the  fame  conftitution  it  is  declared,  that  they  will 
acknowledge  no  man  for  king  or  fovereign,  "  who  fhall  not 
"  confirm  by  oath  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  liberties* 
is  which  they  now  enjoy,  and  which  are  to  be  laid  before 
u  him  after  the  election.  Particularly,  he  fhall  be  bound 
*'  to  fwear,  that  he  will  maintain  the  peace  among  the  diffi- 
"  dents  in  points  of  religion."  In  the  conftitutions  of  the 
fame  diet  are  the  following  remarkable  ftipulations  :  "  We 
**  will  engage,  in  our  own  names,  and  in  the  names  of  our 
•'  fucceffors  for  ever,  by  the  obligations  of  our  oath,  of  our 
•'  faith,  of  our  honour,  and  of  our  confciences,  to  preferve 
**  peace  among,  us  who  are  diffidents  in  religion  ;  to  fhect 
"  no  blood,  nor  to-  inflict  on  any  one  the  penalties  of  con- 
"  fifcation  of  goods,  defamation,  imprifonment,  or  exile,  on 

<s  account 
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Valois  *  was  elected  king  of  Poland,  he  wanted 
to  difpenfe  himfelf  from  an  oath  that  wounded 
his  intolerant  fuperftition :  but  his  attempts 
were  in  vain.  He  muft  relinquifh  the  crown 
or  fwear  to  protect  the  difiidents:  he  took 
the  oath. 

However,  when  the  roman  catholics,  after  the 
death  of  Sigiimund  III.  had  gained  an  evident 
fuperiority,  they  gave  full  fcope  to  that  fiery- 
zeal  by  which  they  are  made  to  believe  that  their 
religion  is  the  only  one  that  is  good,  and  will  not 
permit  them  to  endure  any  other.  They  began 
by  perfecuting  the  arians,  whofe  opinions  had 
already  made  great  progrefs ;  they  proceeded  to 
dived  them  of  all  their  rights,  and  even  to  drive 
them  out  of  Poland.  The  greek  and  protectant 
chriftians,  who  had  amfied  in  perfecuting  the 
arians,  were  very  foon  punimed  for  their  impru- 
dence.    The  catholics  attacked  them  in  their 


il  account  of  tlie  difference  of  our  faith,  and  rites  in  our 
"  churches.  More  than  that,  if  any  one  fhould  undertake* 
"  for  the  above  reafon,  to  fhed  the  blood  of  his  fellow-- 
"  citizens,  we  fhould  be  all  obliged  to  oppofe  him,  even 
"  though  he  fhould  fhelter  himfelf  under  the  pretext  of  a 
**  decree,  or  any  other  judicial  aft." 

*  The  bigoted  and  vicious  Henry  III.  of  France. 

turn, 
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turn,  and  fucceeded,  in    1733,   in  entirely  ex- 
cluding them  from  the  diets*. 

The 

*  Upon  the  death  of  Sigifmund  Aiiguftus,  in  1574)  the! 
polifh  conflltution  was  entirely  changed,  and  the  nation 
a  (Turned  the  form  of  a  republic.  His  grandfather  Ca- 
flmir  III.  was  the  firft  who  convened  the  nobility,  in  order 
to  oblige  them  to  accept  the  new  impositions;  Sigifmund 
and  his  father  ufed  the  fame  method  ;  but  after  his  death 
the  whole  legislative  authority  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
nobility.  At  this  period,  we  are  told  by  their  hiftorians, 
the  roman  catholics  in  the  kingdom  did  not  bear  a  propor- 
tion in  number  to  the  greeks  and  reformed,  of  more  tha* 
one  to  feven.  The  grand-marlhal  Firley,  who  convened  the 
firft  diet  of  the  republic,  that  diet  which  formed  its  prefent 
model,  and  made  the  crown  elective,  was  a  proteftant.  A 
perpetual  peace  betwixt  the  Greeks,  the  roman  catholics, 
and  the  proteftants,  was  therein  eftablifhed  as  a  fundamental  - 
law  of  the  republic.  The  wars  in  Germany  under  Charles  V. 
and  in  France  under  Catharine  de  Medicis,  made  them  fen- 
fible  of  the  neceffity  they  were  under  of  tolerating  each 
other.  They  therefore  entered  into  an  engagement  of  mu- 
tual defence  and  affeftion,  and  that  a  difference  of  religion 
fhould  never  prove  the  caufe  of  civil  diffenfion,  unanimoufly 
refolving  to  make  an  example  of  that  perfon  who,  under 
fuch  a  pretext,  fhould  excite  difturbance.  As  this  law  has 
been  repeated  in  all  the  public  acts,  conftitutions,  and  pafta 
conventa,  from  that  time  to  the  prefent,  it  cannot  but  be 
allowed  to  be  a  fundamental  law  :  nor  can  any  other  law  be 
produced,  whofe  fan&ion  has  been  more  folemnly,  more 
conltantly,  and  more  frequently  repeated.  However,  when 
the  roman  catholics,  after  the  death  of  Sigifmund  III.  had 

acquired 
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The  humiliation  they  felt  on  being  deprived 

of  the  right  of  fuffrage,  converted  many  of  the 

Poles  to  catholicifm.     But  if  the  diffidents  dimi- 

nifhed  in  numbers,   thofe  who   remained  were 

only  fo  much  the  more  attached  to  their  feels. 

Againft  thefe  proceedings  they  urged  the  treaty 

of  Oliva,  concluded  in   1660,    by  which  their 

privileges  were  fecured,  and  of  which  fo  many 

potentates  were  the  guarantees.     The  catholics, 

who  ruled  alone  in  the  diets,  and  confeqUently 

might   give   ample  range   to  their  intolerance* 

without   moleftation    or    obftacle,    procured   a 

decree  attaching  the  guilt  of  high  treafon  to  fuch 

diflldents    as  fhould  have   recourfe   to   foreign 

powers  for  obtaining  the  execution  of  the  treaty 

thus  atrocioufly  infringed,  and  the  re-eftabliih- 

ment  of  the  laws  fo  defpotically  repealed.     This 

decree  was  the  finiming  ftroke  to  the  patience  of 

the  diffidents.     Ruffia  obferved  their  indignation, 

and  fanned  it  in  fecret.     The  greek  diffidents 


acquired  a  manifeft  fuperiority,  though  they  did  not  think 
proper  openly  to  controvert  it,  yet  they  fhewed  a  difpofkion, 
when  opportunity  was  favourable,  to  infringe  it,  by  placing 
under  their  fignatures,  fafois  juribus  ecclefia  romantt.  catholictsy 
with  a  faving  to  the  rights  of  the  roman  catholic  church. 
Whereupon  the  diffidents,  by  way  of  reprifal,  wrote  under 
their  fignaturesj  fahd  pace  inter  djjfidmtts,  with  a  faving  to 
the  peace  amongft  the  diffidents. 

voi..  11.  f  then 
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then  addrcffdd  themfelves  to  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burg.  The  protectants  implored  the  interceffion 
of  thofe  of  London,  Copenhagen,  and  Licrlin. 
Thefe  courts  promifed  to  fupport  them;  and 
this  was  the  moll  fpecious  pretext  for  the  military 
interference  of  Rufih.  This  was  the  ftate  of 
affairs  at  the  clofe  cf  the.  year  1765. 

On  the  aiTembling  of  the  diet  on  the  ift 
of  September  1766,  the  minifters  of  the  pro- 
tecting courts  preferred  their  memorials  in  behalf 
of  the  difficlents,  which  excited  a  violent  murmur. 
Soltyk,  bifhop  of  Cracow,  a  haughty  and  fanatical 
prelate,  maintained  that  the  diffidents  had  no 
right  of  appeal. to. privileges  that  were  abolimed, 
and  that  they  had  violated  the  confritution  of  the 
republic  in  having  recourfe  to  the  intervention  of 
foreign  powers.  Not  fatisfied  with  the  iniquitous 
laws  that  had  been  parTed  againft  the  diilidents, 
he  moved  for  the  enacling  of  new  ones  ftill  more 
fevere.  His  opinion  was  adopted  by  Maflalfkyy 
bifhop  of  Vilna,  and  a  great  majority  of  the 
nobles,  who  blindly  confounded  religious  pre- 
judices with  political  rights ;  and  the  oppofition 
of  -forne  perfons,  more  enlightened  or  more 
equitable,  occafioned  violent  debates.  The  dis- 
order rofe  to  its  height.'  The  king  attempted 
to  deliver  himfelf  in  favour  of  more  moderate 
fehtiments :    he  was  abruptly  reproached   with 

being 
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being  an  abettor  of  the  enemies  of  the  flare. 
He  took  the  refolution  to  retire*.  Several, 
other  fittings  followed,  not  lefs  fcandalous  than 
the  former  j  and  the  terrible  laws  enacted  againft 
the  diflidents  were  imprudently  confirmed.  The 
ruffian  troops  now  advanced  to  the  gates  of 
Warfaw.  Prince  Repnin  demanded  in  the 
name  of  the  emprefs,  not  only  a  toleration 
fecured  by  law  in  behalf  of  the  diflidents,  but  a 
complete  political  equality  with  the  catholic 
party.  This  was  rejected  with  a  furious  triumph. 
Nothing  was  now  left  for  the  diflidents,  but, 
what  the  conflitutiqn  allowed,  to  confederate  : 
this  courfe  they  immediately  adopted  under  the 
ruffian  protection.  Fear  feemed  for  a  moment 
to  open  the  eyes  of  the  diet.  It  thought  to 
fatisfy  the  emprefs  by  granting  the  diflidents 
fomewhat  more  liberty  in  the  exercife  of  their 

*  The  bifhop  of  Kief  had  already  taken  the  liberty 
to  fay  in  an  aflemby,  "  that  if  they  would  take  his  advice, 
V  they  would  have  the  king  hanged ;  as  there  were 
"  ftill  furely  fome  men  to  be  found  among  the  Poles,  cha- 
"  ritable  enough  to  do  the  ftate  that  fervice."  The 
fame  prelate  afterwards  proceeded  from  infolence  to  fury,  fo 
far  as  to  tell  the  king  to  his  face,  in  prefence  of  all  the 
court  :■ — '«  I  formerly  ufed  to  pray  to  God  for  your  profpe- 
"  rity  ;  my  prayer  to  him  at  prefent  is,  that  he  would  fend 
*'  you  to  the  devil." 

F  2  religion. 
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religion.  But  this  palliative  was  not  fufrkienC 
for  Catharine.  The  diflidents,  continuing  to 
infift  on  an  entire  equality  of  rights,  formed  into 
divers  confederations,  which  were  prefently  joined 
by  numbers  of  catholics,  won  over  by  Ruflia. 

This  was  a  lamentable  time  for  Poland ; 
parties  and  counter-parties,  uniting  and  fplitting 
ao-ain  into  others  in  the  mod  unexampled  manner. 
From  grievances  in  religion  political  feuds  arofe  ; 
feveral  of  the  difcontented  went  over  to  the 
diflidents,  without  otherwife  agreeing  with  them 
in  opinion.  A  civil  war  raged  now  with  all 
its  horrors,  and  ruffian  troops  were  every  day 
entering  the  territories  of  the  republic  in  greater 
numbers.  A  general  confederation  fprung  up, 
compofed  of  the  moft  heterogeneous  parts, 
united  neither  by  a  common  underftanding  nor 
by  the  cement  of  affection  :  prince  Charles 
Radzivil,  who  had  been  abfent  from  the  country, 
was  their  roarfhal.  This  prince  had  been  one 
of  the  foremoft  of  the  opponents  to  the  election 
of  Poniatofsky ;  for  which  he  had  been  obliged 
to  quit  the  country,  and  fuffer  the  confifcation  of 
his  property.  He  even  affected  more  contempt 
than  hatred  towards  him.  He  no  fooner  faw 
him  abandoned  by  the  Ruffians,  than  he  united 
his  confederation  with  thofe  of  the  diflidents,  and 

convened 
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convened  the  principal  leaders  of  them  in  his 
palace  in  Warfaw,  under  the  very  eyes  of  the 
monarch. 

1767.     In  this  extremity  Staniflaus  Auguftus, 
who  felt  the  necefllty  of  regaining  the  protection 
ofRuffia,  affembled  a  diet  extraordinary.     This 
diet,    however,   but  ill   correfponded    with   his 
views.     Notwithstanding   the   prefence   of  the 
ruffian   army,    and   the    haughty    behaviour    of 
prince  Repnin,  who  lorded  in  Warfaw  far  more 
than  the  king  himfelf,  the  bilhop  of  Cracow  and 
his  adherents,  as  rafh  and  fanatical  as  ever,  had 
the  prefumption  to  make  fpeeches  againft  the 
diffidents,  which  common  prudence,  if  not  found 
reafon,  fhould  have  adviled  them  againft.     Ic 
was  not  long  before  they  fuffered  for  their  folly. 
That  very  evening*,  while  the  bilnop  was  at 
table  at  count  Minifheck's,  the  ruffian  colonel 
IgeKlromj  followed  by  a  detachment  of  foidiers, 
entered  the  room,  in  the  name  of  the  emprefs, 
and  feized  on  the  prelate,  without  meeting  the 
imalleft  refiftance  from  any  that  were  prefent, 
"Prince  Repnin  dictated  to  the  diet  the  act  of 
confirmation  of  the  rights  of  the  diffidents ;  and3 
to  the    utter  aftonifhment  of  the   Poles,    who" 
always  boafted   of  their   freedom,    caufed   the 


*  The  13th  of  Odober. 


£, 


f  3  furious 


yO  LIM    OF    THE 

furious  opnoiers  ofthat  aft  in  the  diet,  the  bifhop 
of  Kief,  the  vayvode  of  Cracow,  count  Rjeurfky, 
vayvode  of  Dolin,  his  eldelc  fon  *,  and  fome 
other  nobles,  to  be  feparately  arretted  in  War- 
faw,  and,  together  with  the  bifhop  of  Cracow, 
conducted  to  Siberia. 

The  day  following  this  outrage,  prince  Rep- 
nin  addrefTed  to  the  confederates  a  note,  in 
which  he  pretended  that  he  had  only  violated 
the  liberty  of  the  Poles  for  the  benefit  of 
Poland  f. 

The 

*  The  fecond  fon  of  count  Rjeurfky  requefted  penniffion 
to  accompany  his  father  in  bondage.  He  was  anfwered, 
that  they  had  no  orders  to  arrefh  him. 

-j-  The  declaration  of  prince  Repnin  delivered  to  the  con- 
federated eilates  was  as  follows  :  '*  The  troops  of  her  impe- 
"  rial  majefty,  my  foyereign,  friends  and  allies  of  the  confe- 
"  derated  republic,  have  arretted;  the  bifhop  of  Cracow,  the 
<s  bifhop  of  Kief,  the  vayvode  of  Dolin,  Sec.  for  having 
"  failed,  by  their  conduct,  in  the  refpcc\  that  is  due 
•"  to  the  dignity  of  her  imperial  majefty,  by  attacking 
iC  the  purity  of  her  falutary,  difinterefled,  and  amicable 
"  intentions  in  favour  of  the  republic.  The  illuflrious  gene- 
fs  ral  confederation  of  the  republic,  of  the  crown,  and  of 
«'  Lithuania,  being  under  the  projection  of  her  imperial 
"  majefty,  the  underiigned  notifies  this  to  it,  with  pofitive 
«'  and  folemn  affurances  of  the  continuation  of  that  high 
"  protection  and  of  the  affiftance  and  fupport  of  her  impe- 
"  rial  majefty  to  the  general  confederation  united  for  the 
-J  i  lvftrvatiqn  of  the  polifh  laws  and  liberties,  with  redrefs 

«  of 
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The  members  of  the  diet  fent  up  an  addrcfs 
to  the  king,  requefting  him  to  demand  the  pri- 
foners.  The  king  immediately  prayed  prince 
Repnin  to  releafe  them  :  but  Repnin  rejected  it 
with  difdain ;  and  they  did  not  return  from  the 
defarts  of  Siberia  till  after  an  exile  uf  fix 
years  *. 

In  the  mean  time  the  deliberations  of  the  diet 
were  carried  on  under  the  impulies  of  fear ;  and 
after  feveral  ufelefs  fitting:,  a  committee  was 
nominated  for  fettling  the  rights  of  the  diffidents, 
in  concert  with  the  minifters  of  the  patronifino- 
-  courts.  They  regularly  applied  for  orders  to 
prince    Repnin,    whofe    anti-chamber   was   the 


"  of  all  the  abufes  that  have  crept  into  the  government 
"  contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  country.  Her 
"  majefty  is  only  defirous  of  the  welfare  ^of  the  republic,  and 
"  will  not  difconcinue  to  grant  it  her  affiftance  to  the  attain- 
"  ment  of  that  end,  without  any  intereft  or  pecuniary  con- 
"  iideration  ;  wifhing  for  no  other  than  the  fafety,  the  hap- 
"  pinefs,  and  the  liberty  of  the  pofim  nation,  as  that  has 
"  been  already  clearly  expreffed  in  the  declarations  of  her 
"  imperial  majefty,  which  guarantee  to  the  republic  its 
*<  a6lual  pofTeffions,  as  well  as  its  laws,  its  form  of  govern- 
"  ment,  and  the  prerogatives  of  each  individual.  Done  at 
"  Warfaw,  the  14th  of  Oftober  1767. 

(Signed)         «  NICHOLAS  prince  REPNIN." 

*  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1773. 

f  4  refort 
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refort  of  the  plenipotentiaries  from  Pruflla,  Eng- 
land,  Denmark,   and  Sweden  5    and  when  the 
committee  had  received  thefe  orders,  it  made  a 
report  of  them  to  the  diet,  who  were  careful  not 
to  contradict  them.     The   diffidents  therefore 
obtained  whatever  the   ruffian  ambaffador  was 
pleafed  to  demand  in  their  behalf.     The  ancient 
laws  to  which  they  appealed  were  once  more  put 
in  force ;  and  others  were  enacted   which  were 
Hill  more  favourable  to  them.     It  was,  however, 
nothing  more  than  an  act  of  juftice,  which  had 
nothing  againft  it  but  the  manner  in  which  it 
was   performed.      They  had    been    arbitrarily 
abolifhed ;  it  was  therefore  but  right  to  reftore 
them.     The  fole  caufe  of  affliction  to  the  true 
friends  of  the  liberty  of  Poland  was  a  heap  of 
regulations  admitted  by  the  orders  of  Catharine^ 
tending  to  prolong  the  troubles  and  anarchy  of 
that  unhappy  country,  and  to  leave  it  for  ever 
without  defence  againft  the  ufurpations  which 
Hie  had  in  contemplation. 

A  fervile  obedience  had  fuddenly  fucceeded. 
in  Warfaw  to  the  exceffes  of  a  proud  independ- 
ence. But  this  forced  fituation  could  not  long 
continue.  Murmurs  were  on  all  lips,  and  ven- 
"  geance  was  in  every  heart.  No  fooner  had  the 
diet  broke  up,  but  the  catholic  nobles  were 
clamorous  in  their  complaints  on  account  of  the 

laws 
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laws  promulgated  in  favour  of  the  diffidents,  and 
formed  new  confederations  for  the  defence  of 
the  romifh  religion.  The  confederates  had 
jtandards,  on  which  were  painted  the  virgin 
Mary  and  the  infant  Jefus :  they,  like  the  cru- 
faders  of  the  fifteenth  century,  wore  croffes  em- 
broidered on  their  clothes  -,  and,  what  was  more 
ridiculous  (till,  they  put  themfelves  under  the 
protection  of  the  Turks  j  and  the  difcipies  of 
Mohammed  were  preparing  to  fight  in  the  caufc 
that  was  called  by  the  name  of  Chrift, 

Staniflaus  Auguftus,  unable  either  to  infpire 
confidence  into  his  fubjects,  or  to  recover  the 
friendship  of  the  Ruffians,  was  the  Subject  of 
accufation  to  all  parties,  and  lived  in  his  capital 
more  like  a  prifoner  than  a  king.  Catharine 
might  perhaps  have  pardoned  him  fome  mo- 
ments of  defection,  but  the  influence  of  OrlofF 
oppofed  it.  Prince  Repnin  commanded  like  a 
defpot  in  Warfaw;  and,  to  flatter  the  favourite 
of  his  fovereign,  he  let  no  opportunity  efcape  of 
humiliating  a  feeble  and  unfortunate  king.  We 
fhall  juft  cite  one  fingle  fact  to  prove  what  little 
refpect  the  ruffian  ambaflador  had  for  the  polifh 
monarch.  One  evening  that  the  king  was  at  the 
theatre,  the  ambaflador  made  it  late  before  he 
came.  As  he  did  not  appear,  the  curtain  drew 
vp,  and  the  piece  began.     The  performers  were 

in 
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in  the  fecend  acT,  when  a  fort  of  buitle  being 
made  in  the  ambaffaclcr's  box,  the  king  fent  a 
page  to  know  what  was  the  matter-  Anhver 
was  bro>  :  that  prince  Repnin  was  come,  and 
was  furprifed  to  find  that  they  had  not  waited 
for  his  arrival  before  the  curtain  was  drawn  up. 
The  king  ordered  the  curtain  to  be  dropped,  and 
the  piece  to  begin  again. 

All  Europe  beheld  with  aftonifhment  the 
conduct  of  the  court  of  Ruffia.  It  was  thought 
fcarcely  conceivable  that  Catharine  mould  be- 
come, all  at  once,  the  enemy  of  a  king  whom 
me  herfelf  had  put  upon  the  throne.  But  what 
could  the  faint  remembrance  of  an  extinguiihed 
attachment  prevail  upon  the  heart  of  a  princefs, 
who  was  aiming,  by  impofing  fhackles  on 
Poland,  to  domineer  over  the  powers  of  the 
north,  and  to  make  herfelf  formidable  to  thole 
of  the  fouth  ? 

She  was  fure  that  the  king  of  PrufTia  de fired 
nothing  better  than  to  mare  the  polim  provinces 
with  her.  She  managed  at  her  pleafure  both 
Sweden  and  Denmark,  the  one  by  her  in- 
trigues, and  the  other  by  the  hope  fhe  held  out 
to  it  of  the  ceffion  of  Holftein.  She  flattered 
England  by  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce. 
All  feemed  to  concur  to  favour  her  ambition. 

The 
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The  duke  de  Choifeul,  who,  under  the  ap- 
pearance of  levity,  concealed  a  deep  and  pene- 
trating genius,  and  who  perhaps  was  deficient  in 
nothing,  for  being  a  great  nicnifter,  but  more 
conftancy  in  his  defigns,  and  kfs  propenfity  to 
diffipate  the  treafures  of  France,  was  the  firft 
who  difcovered  the  fecret  views  of  Catharine. 
He  faw  that  the  augmentation  of  power  which- 
fhe  was  about  to  acquire  mud  have  a  natural 
tendency  to  diminifh  the  confideration  and  influ- 
ence of  die  court  of  Verfailies.  He  refolved  to* 
attack  the  evil  in  its  fource,  and,  to  defeat  the 
projects  of  Ruffia  by  diffipating  its  means,  he  fell 
upon  the  defign  of  involving  it  in  a  war  with  the 
ottoman  porte. 

That  minuter  then  made  application  to  count 
de  Vergennes,  ambailador  from  France  to  Con- 
itantinople  j  and  after  having  Rated  to  him  the 
particulars  of  his  apprehenfions,  exhorted  him 
to  fecond  his  projects.  The  duke  de  Choifeul 
was  not  ignorant  either  of  the  weaknefs  and 
decline  of  the  ottoman  empire,  nor  the  vices  of 
a  government  which  were  the  fole  caufe  of  that 
weaknefs  :  but  he  ftill  thought  it  fit  to  give 
Ruffia  employment  for  a  good  while  to  come ; 
and  that,  whatever  might  be  the  fuccefs  of  the 
war,  he  wiflied  him  to  undertake  it. 

Vergennes 
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Vergennes  adminiftered  with  no  lefs  ability 
than  zeal  to  the  views  of  his  court.  A  long  refi- 
dence  in  Turkey  had  fupplied  him  with  an  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  principal  members  of  the 
divan,  and  the  means  of  fucceeding  with  it.  He 
employed  thofe  means.  He  reprefented  to  the 
ottoman  rninifters  how  unjuft  and  dangerous  it 
was  that  Ruma  fhould  dare  to  violate  the  rights 
of  the  Poles,  and  invade  their  territory.  He 
convinced  them  that  the  demarcation  of  the 
limits  exacted  by  the  court  of  Peterfburg  would 
be  attended  with  confeo^ences  fatal  to  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Euxine  j  and  he  advifed  them  refo- 
lutely  to  oppofe  that  demarcation  *, 

The  Porte,  whom  the  poiifh  confederates  had 
already  petitioned  for  fuccour,  immediately 
complied  with  the  advice  of  Vergennes.  The 
turkifh  miniftry  fent  a  note  to  the  king  of 
Poland,,  requeuing  that  the  regulation  of  the 

*  The  duke  de  Choifeul  had  authorifed  M.  de  Vergennes 
to  employ  the  moll  efficacious  meafures  for  inducing  the 
Turks  to  declare  war  againft  Ruffia.  "  If  you  have  any 
"  expectation  to  fucceed,  if  you  think  it  poffible,"  he 
writes  to  him,  "  every  necefTary  fupply  of  money  fhall  be 
"  tranfmitted  to  you."  M.  de  Vergennes  had  the  merit  of 
wiflu'ng  to  employ  no  other  means  than  thofe  of  perfualion. 
They  were  fnfficient  with  him. 

limits 
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limits  might  be  fufpended  till  fome  explanations 
should  be  given  him  of  a  nature  to  remove  his 
alarms  concerning  the  -danger  with  which  the 
ceffion  of  the  polifh  territory  threatened  the 
ottoman  empire.  But  Staniflaus  Auguftus,  who 
was  for  ever  afraid  of  giving  umbrage  to  Catha- 
rine, and  who  was  defirous,  whatever  it  might 
coft  him,  of  regaining  her  friendihip,  anfwered 
the  grand  fignor,  that  there  was  not  the  lean: 
propofal  of  altering  the  limits  between  RufFia 
and  Poland  s  and  having  received  this  afTurance, 
the  divan  returned  for  fome  time  into  its  accuf- 
tomed  apathy. 

The  court  of  Petersburg  then  *  concluded  a 
treaty*  of  alliance  and  commerce  with  that  of 
London  ;  a  treaty  which  extended  the  privileges 
of  the  Englilri,  lowered  the  duties  of  import- 
ation on  their  merchandize,  and  granted  them 
great  advantages.  Her  natural  inclination  for 
England,  as  well  as  the  defire  of  fecuring  addi- 
tional fuccours  in  the  war  which  fhe  was  medi- 
tating againft  the  Turks,  determined  Catharine 
to  feek  the  alliance  of  the  court  of  London. 

Juft  at  this  time,  when  Catharine  was  dis- 
playing her  partiality  in  the  moft  fignal  manner 
to  the  •Hbritifh  nation,  an  affair  of  gallantry1  be- 

*  In  the  month  of  December. 

tween 
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tween  the  minifler  of  the  latter  and  one  of  the 
maids  of  honour  became  fo  public,  that  the  em- 
prefs  could  no  longer  pretend  to  be  ignorant  of 
it ;  me  therefore  difmiffed  the  guilty  lady  from 
her  poft,  and  forbad,  for  fome  time,  the  miniiter 
to  appear  at  court. 

The  feverity  fhewn  on  this  occafion  by  Catha- 
rine formed  doubtlefs  a  ftriking  contrail  with 
fome  parts  of  her  own  behaviour.  It  feems 
impoflible  that  me  could  fo  firangely  deceive 
herfeif  as  to  imagine  that  the  world  firas  not 
aware  of  the  indulgencies  fhe  permitted  iicrfelf; 
but  it  is  neverthelefs  certain,  that  fhe  fome  times 
put  on,  in  the  prefence  of  thofe  who  knew  her 
beft,  as  great  an  aufterity  of  manners  as  attach- 
ment to  religion.  Two  ladies*  of  her  court, 
on*e  of  whom  had  formerly  been  her  confidante, 
being  at  a  mafquerade,  were  talking  pretty  loud 
concerning  one  of  their  admirers  :  the  emprefs 
went  up  to  them,  and,  with  a  ftern  countenance, 
ordered  them  to  leave  the  ball-room,  fince  they 
knew  no  better  than  to  pay  fo  little  regard  to 
decorum. 

The  diftance  Catharine  often  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  aiTume  could  neither  be  fuppofed  to  gain 
her  the  affection  of  her  courtiers,  nor  to  contri- 

*  Madame  Narifhkin  and  Madame  Goloffkin. 

*  bute 
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bute  to  reftore  tranquillity  to  the  empire. 
Princefs  Dafhkoff  had  been,  for  the  fecond  time, 
baniihed  to  Mofco.  That  young  lady,  who 
feemed  to  find  her  greater!  pieafure  in  braving 
dangers,  revenged  herfelf  for  the  ingratitude  (he 
thought  (he  experienced,  by  revealing  the  crimes 
of  the  confpiracy  in  which  me  had  acted  a  prin- 
cipal part,  and  in  fomenting  the  difcontents 
.  againft  the  emprefs.  Without  efteeming  prin- 
cefs Dafhkoff,  many  perfons  partook  in  her 
refentments;  and  the  poifon  of  fedition,  artfully 
mingled  by  her,  was  making  new  progrefs  from 
day  to  day. 

Being  informed  of  the  murmurs  at  Mofco, 
Catharine  feigned  to  defpife  them,  and  refolved 
to  fupprefs  them  by  her  prefence.  But  as  the. 
feverity  of  the  winter  would  fcarcely  permit  her 
to  take  a  long  journey,  (he  endeavoured,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  divert  the  difaffecled  by  the 
tumult  of  the  pleafures  (he  contrived  for  the 
court.  The  inhabitants  at  St.  Peterfburg  now 
faw  two  or  three  tournaments,  at  which  the  ruf- 
fian courtiers,  arrayed  in  the  habits  and  the 
armour  of  the  ancient  knights  in  the  days  of 
chivalry,  difplayed  more  magnificence  than  gal- 
lantry, and  greater  lirength  than  dexterity. 
Thefe  mows,  which  were*  continued  for  feveral 
days,  were  beheld  with  general  difapprobation^ 
as  frivolous  and  expenfive. 

In 
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In  the  amphitheatre  erected  on  purpofc  for  the 
occafion  were  two  fhperb  boxes,  foi  phe  mprefs 
and  the  grand  duke.  In  the  centre  of  the  arena 
was  raifeda  throne,  whereon  fat  the  grand  judge 
of  the  exercifes,  furrounded  by  forty  officers, 
four  heralds  at  arms,  and  two  trumpets  for  the 
purpofe  of  giving  fignals.  Befides  thefe,  at  four 
feveral  places,  all  equally  diftant  from  the  circus, 
were  kettle-drums  and  trumpets,  making  warlike 
mufic  during  the  whole  time  of  the  carouzel.  In 
fhort,  nothing  was  neglected  that  could  contribute 
to  the  magnificence  and  effect  of  the  exhibition. 

The  dames  and  knights  of  the  tournaments 
were  divided  into  four  quadrilles  or  troops  of 
horfe,  reprefenting  combatants  of  four  different 
nations :  Sclavonians,  Turks,  Indians,  and  Ro- 
mans i  all  perfectly  obferving  the  cuftoms  of 
thofe  nations,  in  their  drefs  and  ornaments,  in 
their  chariots,  in  their  mufic,  and  attendants  -,  and 
were  all,  ladies  and  knights,  adorned  with  fuch 
a  profufion  of  gold  and  filver,  pearls,  and  pre- 
cious flones,  on  their  gorgeous  dreffes  of  velvet, 
fiiks,  feamers,  and  ermine,  that  they  might  truly 
be  faid  *  to 

«*  Shine  with  the  wealth  of  Orraus  and  of  Ind, 
"  Or  what  the  gorgeous  eaft,  with  richeft.  hand, 
**  Showers  on  her  kings,  barbaric  pearl  and  gold." 

*  With  a  flight  alteration  from  Milton. 

But 
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But  that  of  the  Romans,  led  on  by  count  Gregory 
Orloff,  was  brilliant  beyond  defcription.  The 
drefs  of  bis  brother  count  Alexey  Orloff,  chief 
of  the  turkifh  cohort,  was  likewife  particularly 
fplendid. 

The  four  quadrilles  rode  in  great  pomp  through 
the  principal  ftreets  of  the  city,  previous  to  their 
afTembling  in  the  circus. 

The  ladies  of  the  court  joufted-at  thefe  tourna- 
ments, as  well  as  the  chevaliers.  Tilting  at  the 
ring,  cutting  off  the  heads  of  ferocious  animals 
and  Saracens,  artificially  reprefented,  then  toiling 
up  the  head  and  catching  it  on  the  point  of 
the  fabre,  letting  off  a  piflol  at  a  fhield,  with  a 
variety  of  atchievements  of  a  fimilar  nature,  all 
performed  at  full  gallop  and  exactly  in  time  with 
the  mufic,  formed  the  pther  parts  of  this  magni- 
ficent entertainment. 

When  the  carouzel,  which  had  been  repeated 
with  confiderable  variations  for  feveral  days,  was 
ended,  and  the  company  were  drawn  up  in  their 
refpedive  troops,  the  famous  marfhal  count 
Munich,  who  had  been  appointed  grand  judge 
of  the  field,  previous  to  decreeing  the  prizes, 
delivered  the  following  fpeech,  which  fhews 
that  the  veteran  foldier  was  not  unacquainted  with 
the  art  of  flattery : 

vol.  ii,  g  "  Illuftrions 
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"  Illufixious  ladies  and  chevaliers, 
"  None  of  you  is  ignorant  that  not  a  fingle 
"  day  paries,  not  a  fingle  moment,  in  which  we 
"  do  not  behold  the  attention  of  our  moft 
*{  gracious  fovereign,  towards  augmenting  the 
"  fplendour  of  her  empire,  towards  enlarging  the 
"  fphere  of  the  happinefs  of  her  fubjecls  in 
"  general,  and  towards  adding  in  particular  to 
<c  the  luftre  of  her  nobility. 

"  That  incomparable  fovereign  has  made 
"  choice  of  this  grand  day,  for  giving  the  prime 
"  nobility  of  her  empire  an  opportunity  for 
f«  fignalizing  their  addrefs  and  agility  in  the 
"  martial  exercifes  of  a  brilliant  carouzel,  and 
"  fuch  as  has  never  yet  been  feen  in  Ruffia. 
«f  Who  does  not  fhare  with  me  the  fentiments 
"  of  admiration  and  gratitude  fo  juftly  due  to 
"  her  majefty  for  this  act  of  goodnefs  and 
*r  maternal  care  ? 

"  Illuftrious  ladies  and  chevaliers,  you  have 
"  acquitted  yourfelves,  in  thefe  noble  exercifes, 
*'  in  a  manner  worthy  of  your  birth,  and  ad^,  Ted 
«c  to  give  you  the  afTurance  of  having  merited 
c<  the  gracious  regard  of  her  majefty,  the  favour 
' "  of  monfeigneur  the  grand  duke,  and  univeriaj 
tf  applaufe.'> 

Then, 
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Tlien,  turning  towards  countefs  Boutturlin  *, 
who  had  gained  the  principal  prize,  and  which 
was  valued  at!  5000  rubles,  he  faid, 

"  It  is  to  you,  madam,  to  whom  her  imperial 
<c  majefty  authorizes  me  to  prefent  the  principal 
"  prize,  the  acquifition  of  an  uncommon  dexte- 
**  rity  and  grace  which  have  won  the  fufFrages 
"  of  all  beholders.  Permit  me,  madam,  to  be 
<f  the  frrft  to  congratulate  you  on  that  honourable 
u  diftin&ion,  which  confers  on  you  the  right  of 
"  diftributing  with  your  victorious  hands,  the 
*(  reft  of  the  prizes  to  the  ladies  and  the 
"  chevaliers. 

"  As  for  me,  become  hoary  under  arms  during 
"  a  fpace  of  fixty-five  years  of  fervicef ;  I,  the 
"  moft  aged  in  years  as  well  as  the  oldeft  general 
"  in  Europe  j  after  having  had  the  glory  of 
"  leading  the  ruffian  armies  more  than  once 
"  to  victory;  I  regard,  as  the  recompence  and 
"  the  crown  of  all  my  toils,  the  honour  to  have 
"  been  this  day,  not  only  the  witnefs,  but  the 
"  firft  umpire  of  your  refplendent  exploits." 

After  this  the  company,  to  the  amount  of 
fome  hundred  perlbns,  fat  down  to  a  fplendid 

*  Countefs  Boutturlin  was  fifter  to  prlncefs  Daftkoff 
and  countefs  Elizabeth  Romanovna  VorontzofF,  the  fa- 
vourite of  Peter  III. 

7  He  was  at  that  time  84  years  of  age, 

c   2  flipper, 
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fupper,  the  defTert  at  the  conclufion  of  which 
admirably  reprefented  the  circus  wherein  the 
carouzel  had  been  performed.  All  the  imperial 
fummer- gardens  were  illuminated  throughout, 
the  walks  lighted  with  numerous  arches  of  lamps 
burning  with  naphtha,  temples  of  one  general 
radiance,  illuminated  fountains,  and  magnificent 
fireworks ;  the  whole  feftival  terminating  with  a 
mafquerade  in  thefe  gardens,  which  continued 
till  day-light  the  following  morning, 

But  Catharine  knew  alfo  how  bed  to  employ 
more  worthy  means  for  eftablifhing  her  authority. 
She  ftill  bufied  herfelf  in  making  reforms  and 
the  erection  of  ufeful  inftitutions.  She  corrected 
the  tribunals,  {he  founded  fchools,  flie  built 
hofpitals,  and  planted  colonies.  She  endeavoured 
to  infufe  into  her  people  a  love  for  the  laws,  and 
to  foften  their  manners  by  inftruflion.  Jealous 
of  a  power  that  knew  po  bounds,  greedy  of 
every  fpecies  of  glory,  me  was  determined  to 
be  at  once  both  conqueror  and  legiflatrix. 
Amidfl  confpiracies  formed  for  overturning  her 
throne,  occupied  with  preparations  for  war, 
which  feemed  fufficient  to  arreft  her  whole  atten-: 
tion,  and  yet  finding  time  for  attachments  of 
gallantry,  me  was  unmindful  of  nothing  that 
could  attract  the  reverence  of  mankind,  ancj 
captivate  their  admiration. 

There 
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lThere  was  at  that  time  no  country  where  the 
jurifprudence  was  more  perplexed  and  uncertain 
than  in  Ruflia.  The  intricate  code  of  Alexey 
MichaiJovitch,  compiled  that  it  might  ferve 
as  the  bafis  to  legiflation,  was,  if  not  abrogated, 
at  leaft  contradicted  by  the  numerous  edicts  of 
his  fucceffors,  which  were  always  dictated  by 
the  intereft  or  the  caprice  of  the  moment.  The 
ienate,  the  colleges,  all  the  tribunals  of  the 
empire,  embarrafled  by  fo  many  authorities  and 
fuch  oppofite  laws,  protracted  caufes  without 
end,  or  terminated  them  without  juftice.  To 
thefe  evils  a  greater  yet  was  added,  the  venality 
of  the  judges  and  their  unlimited  power*. 

Catharine  refolved  to  apply  a  remedy  to 
all  thefe  diforders.  She  profecuted  what  fhe 
had  begun  in  the  fenate  and  in  the  colleges 
by  forming  them  into  feparate  departments, 
which,  having  each  but  one  line  of  bufinefs, 
could  neceffarily  proceed  in  a  more  regular 
courfe,  execute  their  bufinefs  with  much  greater 
difpatch,  and  give  fewer  openings  to  artifice  and 
chicane.  In  order  then  to  deprive  the  judges 
of  all  pretext  or  excufe  for  either  negligence 

*  The  loweft  judge,  who  frequently  had  never  learnt 
to  read,  ufed  arbitrarily  to  put  culprits  to  the  torture 
to  extort  confefiion,  and  condemn  a  man  to  the  knoat,  Or  to 
he  baniihed  into  Siberia, 

o  3  or 
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or  prevarication,  fhe  augmented  the  emoluments 
of  their  offices,  a  means  unhappily  infufficient, 
but  which  proves  that  Catharine   was   well  ac- 
quainted  with   the   fpirit  of  the  nation   which 
fhe  governed.     Indeed,    if  the  magiftrates  had 
been  pofTeffed  of  any  virtue,  would  it  not  be 
rather  from  the  fentiment  of  reputation,  than  by 
pecuniary  recompences,;  that  they  would  have 
been  ftimulated  to  juftice  ?     The  emprefs  there- 
fore put  in  motion  that  fpring  which  fhe  thought 
would  act  with  the  greatert  force  upon  them. 
She    tells   them   in    the   ukaufe    me   publifhed 
on   the   occafion : — <c  Indigence    may  perhaps 
"  hitherto  have  given  you  a  propenfity  to  felf- 
4t  intereft;   but  now  the  country  itfelf  rewards 
*«  your  labours,  and  therefore  what  might  here- 
"  tofore    have    been   pardonable,    will    hence- 
<c  forward  be  criminal/'— 

Catharine  did  more  than  augment  the  falaries 
of  the  judges ;  fhe  fecured  to  them  an  appoint- 
ment of  half-pay  for  that  feafon  of  life  when  age 
and  infirmities  mould  oblige  them  to  retire. 

Thefe  primary  matters  being  arranged,  the 
emprefs  fet  herfelf  to  work  on  a  new  code. 

All  the  provinces  of  Ruflia,  not  excepting  the 
barbarous  nations  who  dwell  in  the  remoteft 
parts  of  that  vaft  empire,  had  orders  to  fend 
deputies  to  Mdfco,  to  prefent  their  ideas  on  the 

laws 
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Jaws  that  were  the  fitted  for  their  peculiar 
exigencies.  Catharine  herfelf  repaired  to  that 
antient  capital.  The  opening  of  the  dates  was 
held  with  extraordinary  pomp.  It  was  furely  an 
interefting  and  novel  tranfa<5tion,  to  fee  deputies 
of  numerous  people,  different  in  their  manners> 
their  drefs,  their  languages  ;  and  they  themfelves 
mud  have  been  adonifhed  at  being  here  thus 
affembled  for  difcuffing  their  laws,  people  who 
had  never  thought  about  law  but  to  obey  the 
arbitrary  will  of  a  matter,  whom  it  often  hap- 
pened that  they  did  not  know. 

The  emprefs,  defirous  to  leave  this  afiembly 
the  appearances  of  the  completed  liberty,  had  a 
fort  of  gallery  condrufted  in  the  hall  in  fuch 
manner,  that,  without  being  perceived,  fhe 
could  fee  and  hear  all  that  paffed.  The  bufinefs 
was  begun  by  reading  the  inftruftions  translated 
into  the  ruffian  language,  the  original  whereof, 
in  french,  almoft  entirely  in  the  hand- writing  of 
Catharine,  has  fince  been  depofited,  enclofed  in 
a  magnificent  cafe  of  filver  gilt,  in  an  apartment 
of  the  imperial  academy  of  fciences  at-St.  Pe- 
terfburg. 

"  The  fovereigns  of  Ruflla  poffeffed  the  mod 

<c  extenfive  dominions  of  the  world,  and  every 

"  thing  was  yet  to  be  done  :  at  laft,"  fays  M.  de 

c  4  Voltaire, 
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Voltaire*,    "  Peter  was  born,   and  Ruffia  was 
"  formed  y'  that  is,  doubtlefs,  to  fay,  that  at  this 
period  it  arofe  out  of  chaos.     The  bare  idea  of 
making  it  was  grand,  and   its  execution  might 
juftly  excite  aftonifhment.      Tzar  Alexey  Mi- 
chailovitch,  his  father,  had  already  fketched  out 
the  work,  and  it  mud  be  confeMed  that  Peter 
advanced  it  to  a  furprifing  degree.     To  leave 
his  country,    that   he  might  return  to   govern 
it  with  greater  glory ;  to  go  and  leek  light  in  all 
parts  where  it  -enlightened  mankind  -,  to  fubmit 
for   feveral  years  to   be  the   difciple  of  other 
nations,  in  order  to  become  the  mafter  and  the 
reformer  of  his  own  -,  to  work  as  a  fimple  carpen- 
ter at  Saardam,  to  prepare  himfelf  for  creating  a 
navy  that  mould  be  formidable  to  his  enemies  j 
to  lower  himfelf  to  a  common  foldier,  in  order  to 
become  a  or^at  commander ;    to  form  on  all 
hands  eftablifhments  of  great  utility,  till  then 
unknown  to  his  fubjects  ;  to  attack  at  once  all  the 
abufes  both  in  church  and  fbte,  in  the  manners 
and  cuftoms  that  had  been  mod  fanctioned  by 
inveterate   habit;    to    extend    reformation  and 
care  to  every  particular  that  was  deferving  of 
them;  to  temper  the  feverity  of  his  difcipline  by 
the  total  abolition  of  the  word  (lave ;    to  mix 

*  Hiftory  of  the  ruffian  empire,  vol.  i.  p.  74. 

pomp 
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pomp  with  toil,  and  annex  profperity  to  triumphs; 
all  together  characterifed  him  as  the  great  genius, 
•the  great  man,  and  the  great  monarch. 

But  if  that  prince,  fo  juftly  renowned  to  all 
pofterity,  polifhed  his  country  in  fo  many  re -r 
fpe&s  ;  if  he  made  regulations,  worthy  of  adrnp- 
ration  and  praife^  with  all  this  he  framed  no 
permanent  laws,  and  much  lefs  a  fyftem  of  legis- 
lation that  fhould  embrace  all  objects.  That 
great  work  *  was  left  for  Catharine  II.  She 
alone  conceived  the  grand  idea  of  undertaking  it, 
and  (he  alone  had  the  courage  to  put  it  in 
execution.  A  code  of  laws,  and  efpecially  laws 
founded  on  wifdom,  is  the  noblefl  prefent  that 
can  be  made  to  a  people :  no  woman  had  yet  been 
a  legiflatrix ;  and  that  part  the  emprefs  of  Rufiia 
refolved  to  act. 

The  reading  of  the  inftructionS  was  frequently 
interrupted  by  burfts  of  applaufe.  All  prefent 
extolled  the  fagacity,  the  wifdom,  the  humanity 
of  the  Sovereign.  But  fear  and  flattery  had  a 
greater  fhare  in  thefe  exclamations  than  an  admi- 
ration proceeding  from  a  juft  knowledge  of  the 
matter.     They  hoped,  perhaps,  by  that  means 

*  This  work  may  be  chiefly  taken  from  the  writings 
of  Montefquieu, and  feveral  others  of  the french philofophers ; 
but  it  rmrft  always  redound  to  the  glory  of  Catharine  that 
{he  had  the  liberality  of  mind  to  draw  from  fuch  fources. 

to 
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to  attracl  the  favour  of  the  emptr fs,  or  at  lead 
to  efcape  Siberia.  The  deputies  of  the  Samoyedes 
alone  had  the  courage  to  fpeak  freely.  One  of 
them  flood  up  in  the  name  of  his  brethren,  and 
faid, — "  We  are  a  fimple  and  honeft  people. 
'«  We  quietly  tend  our  rein-deer.  We  are  in 
*'  no  want  of  a  new  code  :  but  make  laws  for  the 
"  Ruffians,  our  neighbours,  that  may  put  a  flop 
«'  to  their  depredations." 

The  following  fittings  did  not  pafs  fo  quietly. 
Much  had  been  faid  about  giving  liberty  to  the 
boors.  Some  thoufands  of  this  oppreffed  clafs 
of  beings  were  preparing  to  fupport  by  force 
what  they  expefted  from  equity.  The  nobility 
dreaded  an  infurreftion :  they  dreaded,  above 
all,  a  defalcation  of  their  revenues  j  and  fome 
nobles  were  rath  enough  to  affertj  that  they 
would  poignard  the  flrft  man  who  mould  move 
for  the  affranchifement  of  the  vaffals  *.  Not- 
withstanding this,  however,  count  ScheremetofF, 
the  richeft  individual  of  all  Ruflia  f,  got  up,  and 
declared  that  he  would  willingly  agree  to  this 
affranchifement.     The  debate   was  carried  on 

*  This  fact  has  been  feyeral  times  attefted  by  Andrew 
'Schuvaloff,  known  in  France  by  liis  pretty  epiftle  to  Ninon. 

•)•  Potemkin  was  not  as  yet  favourite.  Count  Schere- 
metofF poflefTed  an  annual  income  of  1 70,000  pounds  fterling. 
He  had  belonging  to  him  150,000  peafants. 

with 
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with  great  warmth,  which  grew  to  fuch  a  height 
that  fatal  confequences  were  to  be  apprehended; 
and  the  deputies  were  difmififed  to  their  refpective 
provinces. 

However,  previous  to  the  diflblution  of  this 
afTembly,  the  members  were  required  to  figna  - 
lize  the  meeting  by  fome  confpicuous  act  of 
gratitude.     It  was  thought  right  that,   though 
the  benefit  that  was   intended  for  the  fubjects 
Ihould  be  loft  to  them,  it  ought  not  to  be  Co  to 
the  fovereign,  who  had  conceived  the   noble 
idea  of  it.     Accordingly,  by  a  general  accla- 
mation, the  titles  of  Great,  Wife,  Prudent,  and* 
Mother  of  the  Country,  were  decreed  to  that 
princefs  j  but  when  fhe  Was  petitioned  to  accept 
of  thofe  titles,  fhe  anfwered,  with  an  aflumed 
modefty,  "  That  if  fhe   had  rendered  herfelf 
•f  worthy  of  the  firft,  it  belonged  to  pofterity 
"  to  confer  it  upon  her  j  that  wifdom  and  pru- 
ct  dence  were  the  gifts  of  heaven,  for  which  fhe 
"  daily   gave    thanks,    without   prefuming   to 
€(  derive  any  merit  from  them  herfelf;  that, 
Cf  laftly,  the  -title  of  mother  of  the  country  was 
tc  the  mod  dear  of  all  in  her  eyesy  the  only  one 
«f  that  fhe  could  accept,  and  which  fhe  regarded 
"  as  the  moft  benign  and  glorious  recompencc 
"  for  her  labours  and  folicitudes  in  behalf  of  a 
<f  people  whom  fhe  loved," 

Proud 
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Proud  of  the  work  which  had  obtained  her 
fuch    flattering   marks   of    homage,    Catharine 
eagerly  difpatched'  copies  of  hcr-inftru&ions  to 
the  fovereigns  whofe  approbation  me  mod  co- 
veted;    They  complimented  her  on  her  labo- 
rious enterprife,  and  made  no  hefitation  to  pro- 
nounce that  it  would  be  an  eternal  monument  to 
her  glory.     The  king  of  Pruflia,  who  knew  how 
fenfible  (he  was  to  praife,  and  who  was  always - 
lavilh.  of  it  with  lefs  delicacy  than  eafc,  wrote  to 
lier  x  long  letter,  which,  among  other  things, 
contained    this    flattering    obfervation  :    "  No 
*c  woman  has  hitherto  been  a  legiflatrix.     That 
"  glory  was  referved  for  the  einprefs  of  RufTia, 
ct  who  well  deferves  it." 

The  t-mprels  received  this  letter  at  Kafan, 
having  had  a  defire  to  vific  her  provinces  in  Afia, 
and  the  famous  mores  of  the  Volga.  The  letter 
was  couched  in  the  following  terms : 

"  Madam,  my  filer, 
*'  I  mud  begin  by  thanking  your  imperial  majefty  for 
**  the  favour  you  have  conferred  up, a  me  in  the  com- 
*?  munication  of  your  wpdc  on  legislation.  Permit  me  to 
•f  fay,  that  it  is  a  bufinefs  which  lias  had  but  few  exampl** 
"  in  the  world  ;  and  I  may  venture  to  add,  madam,  that. 
"  your  imperial  majefly  is  the  firfl  emprefs  who  has  made 
*'  fuch  a  prefent  as  that  which  I  have  juft  now  received. 
•f  The  antient  Greeks,  who  were  all  appretiators.  of  mcn't, 
'*  in  their  deifications  of  great  men,  affigned  the  firfl  place: 
"s  to  legiflators,  whom  they  deemed  the  true  benefactors  of 

"  ths 


EMPRESS    CATHARINE  IT.  93 

*'  the  human  race.     They  would  have  placed  your  impe* 
**  rial  majefty  between  Lycurgus  and  Solon. 

"  I  made  it  my  firft  duty,  madam,  to  read  the  excellent 
w  work  which  your  majefty  has  vouchfafed  to  compofe  ; 
W  and,  that  I  might  keep  my  mind  free  from  all  prepoffef- 
"  lion,  I  confidered  it  as  coming  from  a  well-known  pen. 
**  I  confefs  to  you,  madam,  that  I  was  charmed,  not  only 
**  with  the  principle  of  humanity  and  gentlenefs  that  give 
«'  birth  to  thefe  laws,  but  alfo  with  the  order,  with  the 
"  aflociation  of  ideas,  with  the  uncommon  clearnefs  and 
"  precifion  that  reign  in  this  work,,  and  the  immenfe 
u  variety  of  knowledge  diffeminated  throughout. 

"  I  put  myfelf,  madam,  in  your  place,  and  I  immedi- 
**  ately  perceived  that  every  country  demands  particular 
M  confiderations,  which  require  the  legiflator  to  comply 
*'  with  the  genius  of  the  nation,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
"  gardener  accommodates  himfelf  to  his  foil.  There  are 
•"  -defigns  which  your  imperial  majefty  is  fatisfied  with  point- 
*'  ing  out,  and  on  which  your  prudence  prevents  you  from 
**  infilling.  In  a  word,  madam,  though  I  am  not  tho- 
*t  roughly  acquainted  with  the  genius  of  the  people  whom 
*.'  you  govern  with  fo  much  glory,  I  fee  enough  of  it  to 
"  perfuade  me,  that  if  they  govern  themfelves  by  your 
"  laws,  they  will  be  the  happieft  nation  in  the  world ;  and 
"  fince  your  imperial  majefty  is  delirous  of  knowing  all  that 
"  I  think  on  that  matter,  I  deem  it  a  duty  incumbent  on 
fl  me  to  tell  it  naturally. 

f*  It  is,  madam,  that  good  laws,  formed  on  the  princi- 
'■?  pies  that  you  have  traced  out,  will  require  lawyers  for 
u  their  being  put  in  execution  in  your  vaft  domains  ;  and. 
*'  I  think,-  madam,  that,  after  the  good  you  have  juft  been 
"  doing  in  legiflation,  you  have  another  boon  to  grant, 
*t  which  is  the  inftitution  of  an  academy  of  law,  for  the 
ff  education  of  perfons  defigned  for  the  bar,  as  well  judges 

"  as 
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«<  as  advocates.  However  fimple  the  feveral  laws  may  be, 
•'  cafes  of  litigation,  cafes  complicated  and  obfeure,  will 
"  arife,  in  which  it  will  be  necefTary  to  draw  up  truth  from 
*'  the  well,  which  require  expert  advocates  and  judge*  to 
u  unravel  them. 

•*  Tin's,  on  my  honour,  is  all  that  I  have  to  fay  to  your 
*'  imperial  majefty,  unlefs  it  be,  madam,  that  this  eftimable 
**  monument  of  your  labour  and  your  activity,  with  which 
•'  you  condefcend  to  truft  me,  fhall  be  preferved  as  one  of 
'*  the  choiceft  pieces  in  my  library.  Were  there  any  thing, 
•'  madam,  capable  of  angmenting  my  admiration,  it  would 
*'  be  the  benefit  you  have  herein  bellowed  upon  your 
**  immenfe  people. 

"  Accept,  with  your  accuftomed  goodnefs,  the  aifuraaces 
•*  of  the  high  confederation  with  which  I  am, 
"  Madam,  my  filler, 
*'  Your  imperial  majefty's  good  brother  and  ally, 

(Signed)  "  FREDERIC." 

Count  Solms,  minifter  of  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
on  fending  this  letter  to  count  Panin,  wrote  him 
a  note  to  the  following  purport :  "  I  haften  to 
tranfmit  to  your  excellency  the  letter  which  the 
king  my  matter  has  had  the  honour  to  compofe3 
in  anfwer  to  that  with  which  her  imperial  ma- 
jefty was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  accompany  the 
prefent  of  her  inftrufrion  for  the  formation  of  the 
new  code  in  Ruffia,  ordering  me  to  caufe  it  to 
be  prefented  to  her  imperial  majefty.  He  fub- 
joins,  with  his  own  hand,  in  the  difpatch  which 
he  has  addrefied  to  me :  "  I  have  read  with 
"  admiration  the  work  of  the  emprefs.     I  was 

"  not 
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*f  not  willing  to  tell  her  all  that  I  think  of  it, 
"  becaufe  fhe  might  have  fufpected  me  of  flat- 
's tery  j  but  I  may  fay  to  you,  with  due  defer- 
<f  ence  to  modefty,  that  it  is  a  mafculine  per- 
"  formance,  nervous,  and  worthy  of  a  great 
"  man.  We  are  told  by  hiftory,  that  Semi- 
"  ramis  commanded  armies.  Queen  Elizabeth 
<(  has  been  accounted  a  good  politician.  The 
"  emprefs-queen  has  fhewn  great  intrepidity  on 
"  her  acceflion  to  the  throne  j  but  no  woman 
"  has  ever  been  a  legiflatrix.  That  glory  was 
ct  referved  for  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  who 
"  deferves  it." 

It  certainly  redounds  much  to  the  praife  of 
Catharine,  that  thefe  inftruftions  are  founded 
on  the  principles  of  an  enlightened  humanity ; 
and  that,  though  autocratrix  and  of  unlimited 
power,  fhe  recognizes  no  legitimate  authority 
but  that  which  is  founded  on  juftice  ;  every  par- 
ticular in  her  laws  has  a  tendency  to  enervate 
defpotifm,  and  to  render  a  juft  authority  refpect- 
able.  Her  purpofe  is  to  form  a  folid,  and  not 
an  arbitrary  legiflation.  Her  whole  plan  is  di- 
rected to  prevent  all  thofe  who  govern  under  her 
from  exercifing  a  capricious  and  cruel  authority, 
by  fubjeding  them  to  invariable  laws,  which  no. 
authority  Ihould  be  able  to  infringe. 

?3  The 
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The  accomplifhment  of  this  grand  defign,' 
however,  did  not  proceed  fo  eafily  as  the  firft 
fteps  gave  room  to  expect.  Either  it  was  found 
that  the  plan  of  a  convocation  of  the  nation  by 
its  deputies  was  beginning  at  too  high  a  pitch, 
and  that  in  an  affembly  compofed  of-fuch  a  diver- 
iky  of  tribes,  manners,  and  tongues,  it  would 
be  impoffible  to  come  to  any  common  conclu- 
sions ;  or  the  whole  apparatus  was  ufed  only  as  a 
machine,  and  fuffered  to  fall  when  it  had  an- 
fwered  the  end  for  which  it  was  contrived. 

A  few  articles  in  thefe  inftructions  will  fuffice 
to  fnew  the  principles  on  which  they  are  drawn 
up. 

"  The  fpirit  of  the  nation,  the  nation  itfel£ 
*c  ought  to  'be  confulted  in  the  framing  of 
<f  laws. 

"  Thefe  laws  mould  be  confidered  no  other- 
"  wife  than  as  a  means  of  conducting  mankind 
"  to  the  greateft  happinefs. 

"  It  is  our  duty  to  mitigate  the  lot  of  thofe 
ct  who  live  in  a  (late  of  dependence. 

"  The  liberty  and  the  fecurity  of  the  citizens 
"  ought  to  be  the  grand  and  precious  objects  of 
"  all  laws  j  they  fhould  all  tend  to  render  life, 
"  honour,  and  property,  as  ftable  and  fecure 
"  as  the  conftitution  of  the  government  itfelf. 

"  The 
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"  The  liberty  of  the  fubjecls  ought  only  to  be 
"  restricted  concerning  what  it  would  be  dif- 
*c  advantageous  to  them  to  do. 

"  In  caufes  purely  civil,  the  laws  mould  be 
"  fo  clear  and  precife,  that  the  judgments  refult- 
<c  ing  from  them  be  always  in  perfect  uniformity 
"  in  the  fame  cafes ;  in  order  to  remove  that 
"  jurifprudence  of  decifions,  which  is  fo  often  a 
<c  fource  of  uncertainties,  of  errors,  or  acts  of 
"  injustice,  according  as  a  caufe  has  been  well  or 
"  ill  defended  at  one  time  or  at  another,  gained 
cc  or  loft  according  to  influence  or  circum- 
«  fiances/' 

We  read  with  equal  pleafure  the  instructions 
fhe  prefcribes  to  be  followed  in  the  criminal 
constitution : 

"  It  is  incomparably  better  to  prevent  crimes, 
<c  than  to  punifh  them. 

"  The  life  of  the  meaneft  citizen  is  of  confe- 
<c  quence  ;  and  no  one  mould  be  deprived  of  it, 
<f  except  when  the  country  attacks  it  or  requires 

"  it. 

<f  In  like  manner  his  liberty  mould  be  re- 
"  fpected,  by  being  difficult  about  imprifon* 
"  ment,  by  carefully  diftinguilhing  die  cafes 
<c  where  the  laws  will  difpenfe  with  it,  as  alfo 
"  thofe  in  which  the  public  fafety  requires  arreft- 
cc  ation,  detention,  or  formal  imprifonment, 
vol.  11.  h  «  and 
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4C  and   in   this  cafe  even   concerning  different 
n  prifons. 

"  In  the  methods  of  trial,  the  ufe  of  torture 
"  is  contrary  to  found  reafon.  Humanity  cries 
"  out  againft  this  practice,  and  infifts  on  its 
<c  being  abolifhed. 

fC  A  prifoner  is  not  to  be  facrificed  to  the  tor- 
cc  rent  of  opinions.  Judgment  muft  be  nothing 
<f  but  the  precife  text  of  the  law;  and  the  office 
*f  of  the  judge  is  only  to  pronounce  whether  the 
"  aclion  is  conformable  or  contrary  to  it." 

Concerning  punifhments : 

<c  The  aim  of  punifhment  is  not  to  torment 
"  fenfible  beings. 

"  All  punifhment  is  unjuft  when  it  is  not 
te  neceffary  to  the  maintenance  of  the  public 
{<  fafety. 

"  The  atrocity  of  punimments  is  reprobated 
"  by  the  companion  that  is  due  to  human  na- 
i{  ture  :  whenever  it  is  ufelefs,  it  is  a  fufficient 
"  reafon  to  regard  it  as  unjuft,  and,  as  fuch,  to 
<c  reject  it, 

.tC  In  the  ordinary  Hate  of  fociety,  the  death. 
"  of  a  citizen  is  neither  ufeful  nor  neceffary." 

All  that  follows  under  this  head,  touching  the 
proportion  that  mould  be  obferved  between 
crimes,  and  punimments  -,  on  the  rarity  of  the 
cafes  where  the  crime  deferves  death ;  on  the 
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rule  to     be    obferved   in    confifcations,    which 
the  emprefs  would  not  extend  beyond  acquired 
property,  and  a  number  of  other  ideas  are  fuch 
as  could  only  proceed  from  goodnefs  of  heart 
and  profound  meditation.     The  whole  amount 
of  the  articles  of  her  inftructions  is  in  number 
51$  ;  and  the  very  publication  and  difperfion  of 
the  book  throughout  the  empire  has  been  at- 
tended with  falutary  effe&s.     It  was  doubtlefs  a 
great  and  arduous  undertaking,  and  worthy  of  an 
exalted   mind.     The  laws  of  this  vaft  empire 
were  voluminous  to  a  degree  of  the  greater! 
abfurdity,  were  perplexed,  infufficient,  in  many 
cafes    contradictory,    and   ih  loaded  with   pre- 
cedents, cafes,   and  opinions,  that  they  afforded 
an  eternal  fcene  of  altercation,  and  were  fcarcely 
to   be  reconciled   or   underftood   by  the    very 
profeffors  of  them.     The  particular  laws  of  the 
different  provinces  were  alfo  continually  interfer- 
ing and  chilling,   and  caufed  fuch  confufion  that 
the    whole    prefented    an    endlefs    chaos,    and 
effaced  almofb   every  trace  of  original    fyftem 
or  defign.     This  augean  liable  the  emprefs  was 
determined  to  cleanfe  ;  and  though  the  fuccefs  of 
her  patriotic  attempt  has  not  as  yet  been  complete, 
yet,  in  confequence  of  it,  a  great  Amplification  has 
taken  place  in  the  laws,  and  a  milder  and  more 
impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice. 

h  2  The 
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The  inftruction  of  the  emprefs  is  not  a  law- 
book itfelf.     She  only  fays,  {C  Such  regulations 
"  mould  be  made. — In  the  firft  place,  it  mould 
<f  be  examined,  whether,"  &c«     But  what  ex- 
cellent  fuggeftions   are    thus   delivered,   which 
certainly  have  produced,  and  muft  continue  to 
produce,  great  effects.     Thus  we  find  it  faid, 
chap.  xi.  "  Peter  I.  promulgated  a  law  in  1722, 
tc  thatperfons  who  were  not  of  found  mind,  and 
<c  who  opprefs  their  ferfs,  mould  be  put  under 
<c  guardians.     The  former  point  of  this  law  has 
"  been  kept  up  j  why  the  latter  is  not  enforced 
"  is  not  known."     Again,  chap.  xii.  "  It  feems 
fi  too,  that  the  new  manner  in  which  noblemen 
tc  exact  their  dues  from  the  peafantry  is  hurtful 
ce  to  population.     There    is   fcarcely  a  village 
"  which  does  not  pay  certain  tributes  to  its  lord 
<c  in  money.     The  lord,    who   never,    or  but 
«  very  rarely,  fees  his  village,  impofes  on  every 
"  head  a  tax  of  one,  two,  and  even  to  five  rubles, 
<c  without  concerning  himfelf  how  the  peafant  is 
to  pay  that  fum.     It  will  be  abfolutely  indif- 
penfable    to  prefcribe    laws   to   the    nobility, 
•  obliging  them  to  act  more  circumfpectly  in 
"  the    manner  of  levying   their  dues,    and   to 
cc  require  of  the  peafant  tributes  of  fuch  a  nature 
"  as  mail  remove  him  as  little  as  pofiible  from 
cc  his  houfe  and  family.     By  this  means  agricul- 

"  turc 
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cc  ture  will  be  better  followed,  and  the  popula- 
"  tion  of  the  empire  be  increafed.  At  prefcnt, 
"  a  labourer  leaves  his  home  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
xt  to  go  and  feek  his  fubfiftence  in  diftant  towns  3 
*£  roams  about  the  empire,  and  pays  his  dues 
"  annually  from  what  he  earns." 

"  If,  for  fome  political  reafon,  it  be  not  prac- 
"  ticable  to  free  the  boors  throughout  the  empire 
"  from  their  vaffalage,  yet  means  fhould  be 
"  thought  of  to  enable  them  to  acquire  property. 
"  In  purfuance  of  this  idea,  fhould  not  a  method 
"  be  devifed  for  gradually  bettering  the  condition 
"  of  this  lower  clafs  of  people  ?"  Is  not  fuch 
language,  which  evinces  fo  much  fagacity  and 
benevolence,  the  fitteft  for  the  mouth  of  a 
monarch  who  is  defirous  of  making  improve- 
ments, without  undertaking  the  boiirerous  and 
intemperate  part  of  an  auftere  reformer  ?  It  is  a 
great  matter,  if  a  prince  fhews  that  he  under- 
stands the  vices  of  the  country,  and  knows  how 
they  may  be  remedied.  Suppofe  even  that 
nothing  farther  is  done,  muft  not  every  con- 
fiderate  fpe&ator  feel  himfelf  inclined  to  believe 
that  this  fagacity  and  this  benevolence  has  met 
with  difficulties  which  were  abfolutely  not  to  be 
overcome  ?  But  fuch  words  are  never  loft : 
under  Catharine  much  was  erTe&ed  by  what  fhe 
planned  with  prudent  moderation.  In  ibme 
h  3  place  S3 
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places,  however,  fhe  exprefTes  herfelf  decifively, 
and  with  command  ;  and  wherever  this  is  the 
cafe,  the  inftruction  retains  the  virtual  force  of 
a  law. 

The  whole  performance  is  an  excellent  com- 
pendium of  choice  obfervations,  ofjuft  maxims, 
and  of  generous  fentiments ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  a  beautiful  collection  of  finking  paffages 
from  the  celebrated  philofophers  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  of  apt  examples  from  ancient  and  modern 
hiftorv,  from  the  manners  of  cultivated  and 
favage  nations,  and  even  from  fuch  nations  as 
are  not  fo  well  known  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  for 
inftance,  the  Chinefe  and  other  Afiatics.  Who- 
ever would  make  himfelf  acquainted  with  the 
philosophy  of  iegiflation,  might  reap  confiderable 
advantage  by  taking  it  as  his  manual. 

In  addition  to  the  paffages  above  cited  from 
this  work,  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  fentiments  of 
Catharine,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  extract  a  few 
others,  if  it  be  only  to  fhew,  that  upwards  of 
thirty  years  ago  a  monarch  delivered  the  beft  of 
thofe  which,  in  the  opinion  of  fome,  were  firft 
difcovered  by  the  republicans  of  the  prefent 
day.  A  lofty  philofophical  ftation  is  taken  in 
the  6th  chapter :  <f  Several  things  rule  over 
"  mankind,  the  religion,  the  climate,  the  laws, 
(i  the  maxims  of  government,  the  examples  of 

"  things 
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<<r  things  pad:,  the  manners,  the  cufioms,  from 
cf  which,  as  the  refult,  a  public  mind  is  formed." 
Elucidations  of  this  maxim  from  the  charadteriftics 
of  various  nations  fucceed  to  this.  Then,  "  It  is 
cc  the  bufinefs  of  the  legiflator  to  follow  tjie  tem- 
"  per  of  the  nation;  for  we  do  nothing  better  than 
iC  what  we  do  voluntarily,  and  in  purfuance  of  our 
"  natural  difpofition.  For  eftablifhing  a  more 
<c  perfect  legiflation,  it  is  neceffary  that  the 
"  minds  of  men  mould  be  previoufly  prepared 
"  for  it.  But  in  order  to  defeat  the  pretext 
"  ufually  alleged,  that  it  is  not  poffible  to  do 
"  good,  becaufe  the  minds  are  not  yet  difpofed 
"  to  admit  it,  take  the  pains  to  prepare  them  for 
ct  it;  this  will  be  already  a  great  ftep  advanced." 
<f  When  it  is  intended  to  make  great  changes  in  a 
"  nation,  that  may  turn  to  its  benefit,  that  which 
{c  has  been  eftablifned  by  laws  mould  be  reformed 
cc  by  laws ;  and  what  cuftom  has  brought  into 
"  practice  mould  be  changed  by  cuftom  ;  and  it 
t(  is  very  bad  policy  to  change  bylaws  what  ought 
"  to  be  changed  by  cuftom." 

Chap.  viii.  of  punifhments.  "  Examine  with 
*'  attention  into  the  caufe  of  all  relaxations,  and 
"  it  will  be  feen  that  they  arife  from  the  impunity 
i€  of  crimes,  and  not  from  the  moderation  of 
"  punifhments."  — lt  It  often  happens  that  a 
a  legiflator,  who  intends  to  correct  an  evil,  con- 
h  4  "  fines 
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<c  fines  his  thoughts  to  that  correction :  his  eyes 
"  arc  open  to  that  object,  and  fhut  to  the  incon- 
*'  veniencies  attending  it." — Chap.  ix.  "  If  you 
tf  confider  the  formalities  of  juflice  in  regard  to 
"  the  trpubie  a  citizen  has  to  obtain  his  right,  or 
<f  to  obtain -fatisfaction  for  fome  injury,  you  will 
"  dou briefs  find  it  too  great ;  if  you  regard  them 
*f  in  the  relation  they  bear  to  the  liberty  and 
"  fecurity  of  the  citizens,  you  will  often  find  it 
"  too  little,  and  you  will  fee  that  the  punifh- 
"  ments,   the  expences,    the  delays,    even   the 
<c  danger  of  the  decifion,    are   the   price  that 
<f  every  citizen  pays  for  his  liberty."     Not  to 
be  farther  tedious,  we  will  conclude  with  the 
following :  '*  Would  you  prevent  crimes  ?    Con- 
tc  trive  that  the  laws  favour  lefs  the  different 
^f  orders  of  citizens,  than  each  citizen  in  parti- 
"  cular.     Let  men  fear  the  laws,  and  nothing 
<{  but  the  laws.     Would  you  prevent  crimes  ? 
"  Provide  that  reafon  and  knowledge  be  more 
<f  and  more  difrufed  among  mankind.     To  con- 
"  elude,  the  mod  lure,  but  the  moft  difficult 
"  method  of  making  men  better  is  by  rendering 
<s  education    more    complete."     Nothing    that 
relates  to  government  is  left  untouched  in  this 
little  book.     The  maxims  of  politics,  of  tole- 
ration, and  of  juflice,  are  thus  leudly  and  pow- 
erfully delivered  from   the  throne,    and   have 

thereby 
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thereby    received,    as    it   were,    one    fanftion 
more. 

Still  proceeding  on  the  fame  enlarged  and 
enlightened  plan  which  we  have  before  had 
occafion  to  commend,  the  emprefs  continued  to 
cultivate  and  encourage  the  arts  and  fciences ; 
to  make  her  empire  an  afylurn  to  the  learned  and 
ingenious ;  and  to  reform  the  manners  and 
inftruct  the  minds  of  the  people,  through  the 
extent  of  its  raoft  diftant  provinces. 

The  tranfit  of  the  planet  Venus  over  the  fun, 
which  was  to  happen  in  the  fummer  of  1769, 
added  a  new  opportunity  of  fhewing   as  well 
her  munificence,  as  the  attention  fhe  paid   to 
aftronomy.     This  great  princefs  wrote  a  letter 
from  Mofco  with  her  own  hand,  to  count  Vla- 
dimir Orloff,  director  of  the  academy  of  fciences 
at  Petersburg  ;  wherein  fhe  defires  the  academy 
to   inform   her  of  the    moil   proper  places  in 
her  dominions  for  the  making  of  thofe  obferv- 
ations  ;  with  an  offer  to  fend  workmen  and  artifts, 
and   to    conflrucl  buildings  in   all  thofe  places 
which  the  academy  may  think   proper  for  the 
purpofe,    and    to    grant    every   other   afTiiiance 
to  the  undertaking  which  it  may  require.     She 
alfo  defired,  if  there  was  not  a  fufFicient  number  of 
aftronomers  in  the  academy  to  make  obfervations 
jjp  all  the  places  required,  to  give  her  notice, 

that 


Io6  LIFE    OF    THE 

that  me  .might  fend  a  propei"1  number  of  the 
officers  of  her  marine,  to  qualify  themfelves 
under  the  eye  of  the  profeflbrs  in  the  academy, 
for  that  undertaking.  Such  is  the  extent  of 
that  van:  empire,  that  the  obfervations  which 
were  made,  both  on  the  tranfit  and  exit  of  this 
planet,  the  one  in  the  frozen  regions  towards  the 
pole,  and  the  other  on  the  borders  of  the 
Cafpian,  were  made  within  its  own  limits  •,  to 
fome  part  of  which  aftronomers  from  every  part 
of  Europe  went  to  behold  that  remarkable 
occurrence. 

What  appears  fomewhat  furprifing  is,  that 
while  Catharine  was  ftriving  to  build  her  fame 
upon  a  folid  bafis,  fhe  made  it  a  matter  of  much 
importance  to  obtain  from  all  the  powers  of 
Europe,  the  title  of  Imperial  majefty,  which 
fome  of  them  had  refufed  her.  The  king  of 
Sweden  had  long  fince  given  it  to  Catharine  -, 
but  the  fwedifh  diet  could  not  be  brought 
to  grant  it  till  the  commencement  of  this  year, 
1767*. 

Lewis  XV.  pertinacioufly  delayed  to  mention 
her  by  that  ftyle.  Knowing  that  the  fovereigns 
of  Ruffia  only  began  to  affume  the  title  of 
emperor  in  the  time  of  Peter  the  great,  he  con- 

*  The  6th  of  February. 

fidered 
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fidered  them  in  fame  fort  as  a  new  nobility  : 
not  confidering  that  it  is  the  power  of  princes, 
and  not  the  antiquity  of  their  race,  on  which 
their  rights  are  built.  This  refufal  of  the  king  of 
France  mortified  Catharine ;  but  this  was  not  the 
only  reafon  fhe  had  to  be  irritated  againft  him. 
She  had  no  doubt  that  this  monarch  was  in- 
formed of  all  the  fecrets  of  the  confpiracy  that 
had  placed  her  on  the  throne  \  and  me  knew, 
befides,  that  the  ambafTador  of  France  at  the 
Porte,  bad  been  labouring  long  to  make  the 
Turks  declare  againft  Ruffia. 

What  then  would  me  have  thought  if  fhe  had 
read  a  letter  concerning  this,  written  by  the  duke 
de  Choifeul  ?— "  We  know,"  faid  he,  «  the  ill— 
"  judged  animofity  of  the  court  of  Ruffia  againft 
"  France.  The  king  fo  heartily  defpifes  at 
tl  once  the  princefs  who  reigns  in  that  country, 
"  and  her  fentiments  and  her  conduct,  that  it  is 
"  our  intention  not  to  take  a  fingle  flep  towards 
"  inducing  her  to  change  them.  The  king 
<c  thinks  chat  the  hatred  of  Catharine  II.  is 
<f  far  more  honourable  than  her  friendfhip.  At 
"  the  fame  time  he  is  defirous  of  avoiding 
4C  an  open  rupture." 

But  the  muffling  tricks  of. a  foreign  court 
and  the  dangers  of  war  could  caufe  no  <*reat 
difturbance  to  Catharines    perhaps  they  were 

even 
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even  as  neceflary  to  her  as  the  cares  fhe  beft^wed 
on  the  adminiftration  of  the  empire,   for  eluding 
the  bitternefs  of  fuch  reflections  as  might  oc- 
cafionally  arife  in  her  mind.     She  often  imagined 
that   in    one    advene    moment    fne    might    be 
defpoiled  of  the  fruit  of  her   labours  ana  in- 
genuity,   and  that  fome  of  her  fubjedts  might 
be  ardently  wiming  for  its  arrival.     The  name 
of  Peter  III.  was  become  dea  ■  to  the  Ruffians. 
They  recollected  with  pleafure  the  good  he  had 
done,  and  the  defire  he   had   of  doing  more  : 
they  forgot  his  failings  and  infirmities^  expiated 
by    a   feries   of  misfortunes.      They   lamented 
the   deplorable   end  of  that   prince  j    and    the 
multitude  of  malcontents  difperled  throughout 
the  empire,   might  fecretly  contain  more  than 
one  avenger. 

Senfibiy  touched  with  the  deplorable  death  of 
the  tzar,  and  incenfed  at  feeing  his  murderers 
fharing  his  power,  a  young  officer,  named 
Tfchoglokoff,  refolved  to  avenge  it,  and  even 
thought  himfelf  infpired  with  the  defign  by 
the  fuggeftions  of  heaven.  After  having  long 
reflected  on  the  means  of  executing  his  fen- 
guinary  project,  he  reforted  to  the  palace  for 
feveral  days  in  fucceffion,  always  lurking  in 
fome  of  the  dark  paflages  leading  to  the  inner 
apartments,  to  which  the  emprefs  retired  when 

flie 
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me  wifhed  to  be  alone.  The  prefervation  of  her 
majefty  was  on  this  occafion  owing  to  an  ac- 
cidental circumilance,  by  preventing  her  from 
going,  according  to  cuftom,  along  the  pafTage 
where  Tfchoglokoff  was  waiting  her  coming. 
Difconcerted  by  a  delay  which  he  had  not  fore- 
feen,  and  impatient  to  ftrike  the  blow  which  he 
thought  beneficial  to  his  country,  and  glorious 
to  himfelf,  this  young  man  had  the  imprudence 
to  truft  his  fecret  to  another  officer  whom  he 
thought  his  friend.  This  officer  ran  in  hafte  to 
betray  him.  Orloff,  thus  informed  of  the  mea- 
fures  that  were  taken  by  TfchogiokofF,  and  tliQ 
inflant  when  he  was  again  to  expect,  the  emprefs, 
caufed  him  to  be  arretted  in  his  ambufcade. 
He  was  found  armed  with  a  long  poignard,  and 
confeffed,  without  hefitation,  the  ufe  for  which 
he  deOgned  it.  Catharine,  always  fumciently 
miftrefs  of  herfelf  for  concealing  her  indignation 
and  her  fears,  pretended  to  forgive  the  ram, 
attempt  of  the  youth,  whom  political  fanaticiim 
had  deluded  from  his  duty.  She  even  had  him 
brought  into  her  prefence,  and  fpoke  to  him  with 
mildnefs.  This  generofity  was  only  apparent. 
Catharine  wifhed  to  conceal  from  the  public  a 
wicked  defign,  which,  if  it  had  been  known, 
might  foon  have  been  imita:ed.     But,  as  ilie  did 

not 
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not  flatter  herfelf  with  the  hopes  of  entirely  con- 
verting a  man  who,  from  an  excefs  of  humanity, 
was  about  to  become  an  aflafiin,  me  quickly 
caufed  Tfchoglokoff  to  be  put  into  prifon,  and 
afterwards  banifhed  to  the  heart  of  Siberia. 

Some  time  before  the  period  of  which  we  are 
treating,  the  deputies  of  the  two  ruffian  trading 
companies,  one  eftabliftied  at  Kamtfhatka,  and 
the  other  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Kovima, 
gave  the  court  of  Peterfburg  an  account  of  their 
difcoveries.  Thofe  of  Kovima,  fetting  out 
from  that  river,  doubled  the  cape  called  Tfchut- 
fki-nofs,  in  74  deg.  north  lat.  and  falling  down 
to  the  fouth,  through  the  ftrait  which  feparates 
Europe  from  America,  they  difcovered  fome 
inhabited  iflands  in  the  64th  degree  of  latitude, 
where  they  went  afhore,  and  fettled  a  trade  with 
the  inhabitants,  for  cheir  fined  furs,  fome  of 
which  they  brought  to  the  emprefs,  particularly 
a  parcel  of  the  moft  beautiful  black  foxes  fkins 
that  ever  were  feen.  They  named  thefe  iflands 
the  iflands  of  Aleyutj  fome  of  them  are  very 
near  the  continent  of  America  *.  Thofe  of 
Kamtfhatka  went  to  the  northward,  and  met 
their  companions  at  the  above  iflands ;  fo  that,. 

*  For  a  farther  profecution  of  fome  of  thefe  difcoveriea 
the  reader  is  referred  to  "  Varieties  of  Literature,"  vol.  ii. 
p.  1 .  printed  for  Debrett,  Piccadilly. 

15  for 
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for  the  convenience  of  trade,  they  fixed  a  factory 
at  the  ifle  of  Beering.  When  this  report  was 
made,  the  court  came  to  a  refolution  of  pufhing 
thefe  difcoveries;  and  lieutenant  colonel  Blenmer 
was  fent,  with  feveral  able  geographers,  with 
orders  to  fail  from  the  river  Anadyr  to  the  fame 
coafts,  and  even  beyond  them. 

About  the  middle  of  the  year  1767,  the 
emprefs  conceived  the  ufeful  project  of  fending 
feveral  learned  men  to  travel  into  the  interior  of 
her  vaft  territories,  to  enable  themfelves  to 
determine  the  geographical  pofition  of  the  prin- 
cipal places,  to  mark  their  temperature,  and  to 
examine  into  the  nature  of  their  foil,  their  pro- 
ductions, their  wealth,  as  well  as  the  manners  and 
characters  of  the  feveral  people  by  whom  they 
are  inhabited. 

A  country  of  fuch  a  prodigious  extent  as  the 
ruffian  empire,  muit  naturally  attract  the  notice 
of  every  man  who  wifhes  to  increafe  his  know- 
ledge, whether  it  be  confidered'in  regard  to  the 
aftonifhing  number  of  tribes  and  nations  by 
which  it  is  inhabited,  the  great  diverfity  of 
climates  under  which  they  live,  or  the  almoft  in- 
finite quantity  of  natural  curiofities  with  which 
it  abounds.  But  the  greater  part  of  this  country 
is  ftill  immerfed  in  the  profoundeft  barbarifm, 

and 
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and  almoft  inaccefTible  to  the  investigations  of 
the  ordinary  traveller.  Here  vagrant  hordes  of 
people,  who,  entirely  addicted  to  the  paftoral 
life,  roam  from  place  to  place,  (hunning  the 
focial  manners  of  towns  and  villages,  negligent  of 
agriculture,  and  leaving  uncultivated  and  almoft 
in  a  defert-ftate  vaft  tracts  of  land  blefll-d  with  the 
moft  favourable  foil  and  the  mod  happy  tempe- 
rature of  feafons :  there,  peafants,  and  even 
in  many  places  inhabitants  of  towns,  Haves  to  a 
thoufand  prejudices,  languiming  in  bondage  to 
the  moft  ftupid  fuperftitions  -,  brought  up,  be- 
fides,  in  the  fevereft  fervitude,  and,  being 
accuftomed  to  obey  by  no  other  means  than 
blows,  are  forced  tofubmitto  the  harfheft  treat- 
ment: none  of  thofe  affectionate  admonitions, 
thofe  prudent  and  impelling  motives,  which 
ufually  urge  mankind  to  action,  make  any  im- 
preflion  on  their  degraded  minds ;  they  reluct- 
antly labour  the  fields  of  a  hard  mafter,  and 
itudioufly  conceal  from  his  knowledge  thofe 
riches  which  fome  accident,  fo  defirable  in  other 
countries,  fhould  have  led  them  to  difcover;  as 
they  would  only  augment  the  number  of  their 
toils  and  the  heavinefs  of  their  yoke.  Hence 
that  carelefs  contempt  for  the  treafures  prefented 
them  by  nature,  and  the  neglect  of  thofe  bounties 

fhe 
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fhe  lavifhes  on  them.  Hence  thofe  immenfe 
defarts  almoft  totally  deftitute  of  cultivation, 
and  fo  many  towns  that  are  falling  to  decay. 

Peter  the  great,  of  too  penetrating  a  view  not 
to  perceive  both  the  evil  and  its  caufes,  took  all 
imaginable  pains,  and  adopted  the  wifeft  mea- 
fures  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  an  empire, 
fo  powerful  from  numberlefs  other  circum- 
ftances,  to  free  his  fubjects  by  gentle  degrees 
from  the  mackles  of  barbarifm,  to  diffufe  on  all 
fides  the  benign  light  of  arts  and  fciences,  to 
difcover  the  treafures  concealed  in  his  dominions, 
and  to  furnifh  agriculture  with  the  remedies 
and  affiftances  adapted  to  its  improvement.  His 
travels  into  feveral  countries  of  Europe  for 
the  acquifition  of  fuch  kinds  of  knowledge  as 
were  moft  applicable  to  the  ufe  of  his  dominions^, 
are  fufficiently  known;  as  well  as  that  in  1717 
he  honoured  the  royal  academy  of  fciences  at 
Paris  with  his  prefence,  and  expreffed  his  defire 
the  following  year  to  be  admitted  a  member; 
that  he  kept  up  a  regular  correfpondence  with 
that  illuftrious  body,  and  that  he  fent  to  it> 
as  the  firft  eflfay  of  his  ingenious  and  magnificent 
enterprifes,  an  accurate  chart  of  the  Cafpian, 
which  he  caufed  to  be  fcrupuloufly  taken  on 
the  fpot.  At  the  fame  time  he  fitted  out  and 
difpatched  feveral  men  of  letters  to  various 
-vol.  11.  1  parts 
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parts  of  his  empire ;  one  of  them  to  make 
the  tour  of  Ruffia,  and  two  others  to  proceed  to 
Kafan  and  Aftrakhan,  to  gain  information  of 
every  thing  of  confequence  to  be  known  in 
thofe  countries.  In  the  year  17 19,  Daniel 
Amadeus  MerTerfchmidt,  a  phyfician  of  Dantzie, 
was  fent  into  Siberia,  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
inquiries  into  the  natural  hiftory  of  that  im- 
mtn^e  province,  from  which  expedition  he  only 
returned  at  the  beginning  of  1727.  This 
learned  man  did  honour  to  the  choice  that  had 
been  made  of  him,  by  an  indefatigable  activity, 
and  by  the  proofs  he  gave  of  his  profound 
knowledge,  not  only  in  every  department  of 
natural  hiftory,  but  likewife  in  antiquities,  as 
well  as  in  aftronomy,  having  carefully  determined 
the  elevation  of  the  pole  in  all  the  places  where 
he  flopped. 

As  the  northern  regions,  particularly  thofe  of 
Siberia,  were  as  yet  but  little  known,  and  as 
it  was  very  uncertain  whether  the  extremity  of 
thefe  latter  might  not  touch  upon  America, 
Peter  I.  fent  from  Archangel  two  fhips,  with 
orders  to  proceed,  by  the  white  fea  and  the 
northern  ocean,  into  the  frozen  ocean,,  where 
they  experienced  the  fame  difafters  as  had  be- 
fallen the  other  veflels  that  had  gone  before 
them  in  this  attempt  j  for  one  of  the  two  was 
5  caught 
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caught  by  the  fields  of  ice,  an«l  difabled  from 
proceeding  any  farther ;  and  as  no  tidings  were 
ever  heard  of  the  other,  it,  in  all  probability, 
periihed. 

Peter  I.  was  not  difcouraged  by  the  failure  of* 
this  undertaking ;  but  he  was  carried  off  by 
death  as  he  was  preparing  a  new  expedition ;  he 
had  given  the  charge  of  it  to  two  danifh  captains, 
Beering  and  Spangberg,  and  a  Ruffian  named 
Tfchirikoff,  with  orders  to  go  to  Kamtfhatka, 
from  whence  they  were  to  fail  for  exploring  the 
northernmoft  coafts  of  Siberia.  The  forrowful 
event  of  the  emperor's  death  made  no  alteration 
in  thefe  difpofitions ;  and  the  plan  was  carried 
into  execution,  the  fame  winter,  by  the  emprefs 
Catharine,  who  fent  a  fmall  company  of  literati, 
provided  with  a  paper  of  inftructions,  which 
Peter  had  framed  with  his  own  hand.  They 
returned  in  1730,  after  having  penetrated  very 
far  towards  the  north. 

.  The  emprefs  Anne  was  defirous  of  profecut- 
ing  thefe  important  refearches  (till  farther,  and 
ordered  the  erection  of  a  new  company,  in  which 
Beering  was  to  be  employed  as  captain  of  the 
fhip.  .  Kamtfhatka  was  again  the  point  of  de- 
parture for  making  the  principal  difcoveries, 
with  orders  to  neglect  nothing  that  might  fhed 
any  Hght  on  the  knowledge  of  the  globe.  One 
1  3  part 
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part  of  this  focie»y  was  to  navigate  the  northern- 
leas,  while  the  others  were  to  repair  by  land  ta 
Kamtfhatka  over  Siberia.  Thefe  latter  were  to 
aft  conformably  with  the  inftruftions  of  the 
imperial  academy  of  Petersburg,  and  to  employ 
themfelves  particularly  in  aftronomical  observ- 
ations, geometrical  operations,  and  defcription9 
relative  to  the  political  and  natural  hiftory  of  the 
countries  through  which  they  were  to  pafs. 

John  George  Gmelin  was  one  of  the  chief  of 
thofe  who  undertook  the  journey  by  land  j  almoft 
always  accompanied  by  profelTor  Muller,  who 
had  the  care  of  the  hiftoricai  part.  They 
reached  as  far  as  Yakutzk ;  where  Krafcheni- 
nikof,  the  afilftant  Steller,  the  painter  Berkhan, 
and  the  ftudent  Gorlanoff,  quitted  them  to  go  to 
Kamtfhatka,  of  which  they  collected  the  political 
and  natural  hiftory,  as  well  as  that  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Okhotzk.  M.  de  Tide  [de  la-  Groyere 
likewife  went  thither  with  fome  land  furveyors- 
Afterwards  M.  Fifcher  was  fat  in  the  depart- 
ment of  political  hiftory  ;  he  reached  very  near 
to  the  province  of  Okhotzk,  which  he  left  in  the 
defign  of  returning  % 

*  Tor  'more  particulars  the  reader  is  referred  to  the 
preface  of  Mr.  /.  G.  Gmelin  to  the  firft  volume  of  his. 
travels  in  Siberia,  which  appeared  at  Goettingen  1 751 .  A 
french  tranHation,  or  rather  abftradt  of  it,  was  givejj  by 
M.  de  Keralio,  Pans  J7S7* 

la 
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In  1760,  M.  l'abbe  Chappe  d'Auteroche  was 
ient  into  RufTia,  by  order  and  at  the  expence  of. 
the  king  of  France,  for  oblerving  at  Tobolfk 
the  tranfit  of  Venus  over  the  fun  :  his  obferv- 
ations,  published  with  great  ©dentation,  contain 
not  near  fo  much  as  was  expected  from  that  aca- 
demician i  and  many  of  thofe  which  he  relates 
had  been  already  long  fince  known. 

The  emprefs  Catharine  II.  determined  to  ' 
profecute  thefe  ufeful  investigations,  and  accord- 
ingly gave  orders  to  the  academy  of  fciences  to 
make  choice  of  a  company  of  able  and  learned 
men  to  travel  over  different  diftri&s  of  the 
empire  with  attention  and  obfervation.  The 
felection  of  the  learned  travellers,  the  helps  that 
were  granted  them,  the  excellent  inftructions  and 
advice  that  were  given  them,  will  be  a  lafting 
honour  to  that  academy.  The  very  names  of  a 
Pallas,  a  Gmelin,  and  a  Guldenftsedt,  already 
promifed  much.  M.  Lepechin  had  likewjfe 
acquired  a  reputation  by  different  papers  inferted 
in  the  academical  collections ,  and  the  refult  of 
the  labours  of  thefe  enlightened  men  has  been 
feen  in  the  extenfive  utility  which  they  have  fince 
produced.  Very  fe  w  of  the  accounts  tha;  have 
been  given  by  travellers  contain  fo  great  a  va- 
riety of  new  and  important  matters.  The  jour- 
nals  of  thefe  celebrated  fcholars  even  fumifii 
1 3  b^h 
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fuch  a  great  quantity  of  materials  entirely  new, 
for  the  hiftory  of  the  three  kingdoms  of  nature, 
for  the  theory  of  the  earth,  for  rural  ceconomy, 
in  fhort,  for  fo  many  different  objects  relative  to 
the  arts  and  fciences,  that  it  would  require,  ac- 
cording to  the  judicious  remark  of  M.  Bekmann 
of  Gcettingen,  whole  years  and  the  labour  of  fe- 
veral  literary  men  only  to  put  thefe  materials  in 
order,  and  properly  to  clafs  them. 

In  order  to  form  an  accurate  idea  of  the  differ- 
ent objects  to  which  our  learned  travellers  were 
enjoined  to  direct  their  obfervations,  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  give  an  account  of  the  inftructions 
delivered   to   them    by    the   academy   at   their 
departure.     By  thefe  they  were  to  make  accurate 
examinations  into — i.  The  nature  of  the  foil  and 
that  of  the  waters,     i.  The  means  of  putting 
the  defart  places  into  cultivation.     3.  The  actual 
ftate   of    agriculture.     4.  The    mod   common 
difeafes,  both  of  men  and  cattle ;  and  the  me- 
thods of  healing  and  preventing  them.     5.  The 
breeding  of  cattle,  particularly  fneep,  and  that 
of  bees  and  filk-worms.  ■  6.  The  fifhery  and  the 
chace.    7.  Minerals  and  mineral  waters.    8.  Arts, 
trades,  and  objects  of  induftry.     9.  They  mutt 
alio  apply  to  the  difcoveryof  interesting  plants : 
and,    10.  To  rectify  the  pofition  of  places,  to 
make  geographical  and  meteorological  obferv- 
ations j 
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ations ;  to  report  all  that  relates  to  manners, 
various  cuftoms,  languages,  traditions,  and 
antiquities;  and  mark  down  exactly  whatever 
they  mould  find  remarkable  concerning  all  thefe 
points.  * 

All  thefe  different  views  were  fulfilled  in  a 
fuperior  manner  by  thefe  gentlemen  ;  and  there 
is  no  exaggeration  in  what  has  been  faid,  that 
natural  hiftory  never  at  one  time  obtained  fo 
great  an  increafe  of  its  treafures,  the  ineftimable 
fruit  of  the  labours  of  thefe  truly  ufeful  men  j 
and  their  narratives  are  become  a  lading  monu- 
ment of  their  zeal,  their  uncommon  talents,  and 
their  unwearied  activity. 

Samuel  George  Gmelin,  phyfician  of  Tubin- 
guen,  began  the  courfe  of  his  travels  June  23, 
1768,  accompanied  by  four  ftudents,  James 
Gliutmaref,  Stephen  Krafheninikof,  Ivan  Mi- 
chailof,  and  Sergey  Maflof  j  having  with  them 
an  apothecary  named  Joachim  Daniel  Luther; 
Ivan  Boriflbf  a  draftfman,  Michael  Kotof,  a 
hunter  by  profeffion,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to 
fluff  the  animals ;  and  a  fuflicient  efcort  of  fol- 
diers.  He  directed  his  rout,  on  leaving  Peters- 
burg, through  Stararufia,  Valdai,  Torjok,  and 
Mofco,  towards  Voronetch ;  where  he  took  up 
his  winter  quarters,  and  whence  he  afterwards 
paffed  through  Ortrogofk,  Pavlofk,  Kafanka,  . 
1 4  Cimlia, 
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Cimlia,  and  Tfcherkafk  to  Azoff".  From  this 
laft  place  he  fet  out,  about  the  middle  of  Auguft 
1769,  to  proceed  by  Tzaritzin  to  Attrakhan  ; 
he  patted  the  winter  in  that  city,  and  only 
quitteel  it  in  June  1770  ;  he  traverfed,  in  this 
laft:  half  year,' in  the  whole  courie  of  1771,  and 
part  of  1772,  the  north  of  Perfia ;  vifited  Der- 
bent,  Baku,  Scharnaky,  Entzili,  Peribazar, 
Ghilan,  Mafanderan,  returned  to  Entzili,  where 
he  pa(Ted  the  winter,  and  refumed,  in  April 
3772,  the  rout  to  Aftrakhan.  The  third  vo- 
lume of  his  journal  clofes  with  the  defcription  of 
thefe  countries.  This  able  traveller  was  conti- 
nually obliged  to  druggie  with  adverfe  events, 
while  traverfing  the  northern  provinces  of  Perfia  j 
he  had  efpecially  to  contend  with  fickneffes,  and 
the  difficulties  thrown  in  his  way  by  the  khans  of 
that  kingdom  s  and  he  is  deferving  of  the  tide  of 
a  martyr  to  natural  hiftory,  with  the  greater 
Tight,  as^  after  having  adorned  his  life  with  fo 
many  labours,  he  clofed  it  under  the  weight  of 
perfections,  and  in  the  miferies  of  captivity  *. 

The 

*  He  was  feized  upon,  at  90  verfts  from  Derbent,  in  the 
tliftrift  of  Ufmey  khan,  and  there  actually  died  in  prifon, 
The  emprefs  gave  a  gratification  to  his  widow,  after  this 
deplorable  event,  by  granting  her  one  year's  pay  of  the  falary 
flue  had  afligned  to  her  hufband  during  his  travels,  confiding 
©f  1600  rubles.  If  the  worthy  Gmelin  had  not  undertaken  his 

fee  or.  d 
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The  greater  part  of  the  writings  he  left  behind 
him  were  forced,  not  without  great  difficulty, 
from  the  hands  of  the  barbarians. 

Peter  Simon  Pallas,  M.  D.  and  profefibr  of 
natural  •  hiftory,  long  famous  in  that  branch  of 
knowledge,  took  his  departure  from  St.  Peters- 
burg towards  the  middle  of  June  1768.  In  his 
progrefs  he  vifued  Novgorod,  Valdai,  Mofco, 
Vladimir,  Kazimof,  Murom,  Arfamas,  the 
country  extending  between  the  Sura  and  the 
Volga,  and  wintered  at  Simbirfk,  of  which  he 
examined  all  the  adjacent  parts.  The  10th  of 
March  1769,  he  turned  off  to  Samara,  Syzran, 
Orenburg,  crorTed  the  countries  watered  by  the 
Yai'k,  and  repaired  to  Gurief-gorodok,  which, 
feemed  then  to  be  the  general  renjdezvous  of  our 
academical  travellers.  Here  he  met,  among 
others,  the  unfortunate  profefibr  Lovitz  *,  who 

had 


fecond   and  unfortunate  journey  into'  Perfia,  rather  a6-a 

merchant  than  as  a  literary  man,  and  if  he  had  not  conftantly 

gone  by  land,  he  would  not  eafily  have  fallen  into  the  hands 

of  Ufmey  khan, 

-  fi 

*  M.  Lovitz  loft  his  life  in  a  dreadful  manner,;  during  the 
time  that  the  rebels.,  who  produced  fg  much  cortfuiion  -in 
Ruflia  in  the  preceding  war  againft  the  T ;  <-ks,  were  ravaging 
the  colonies  of  the  evangelical  brethren.     Our-  natuYalifb 

was 
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had  juft  eftablifhed  his  obfervatory,.  his  affiftant 
Ichonodzof,  and  lieutenant  Euler  :  M.  Lepcchin 
was  alfo  at  that  time  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Gurief.  M.  Pallas  employed  himfelf",  during 
the  whole  of  his  flay  in  this  place,  in  examining 
the  coafts  and  the  iftes  of  that  part  of  the  Cafpian 
that  lay  within  his  reach.  Hence  he  returned 
by  the  fame  road,  in  order  to  go,  by  the  way  of 
Orenburg,  to  Oufa,  where  he  arrived  the  2d  of 
October  -,  and  after  having  fpent  there  the  win- 
ter, he  fetout,  the  10th  of  March  1770,  for  the 
mountains  of  Oural,  and  the  province  of  Iflet : 
the  23d  of  June  he  reached  Ekatarinenburg, 
where  he  made  his  obfervations  on  the  great 
number  of  mines  that  are  worked  in  that  diftricl; 
he  proceeded  afterwards  to  the  fortrefs  of  Tfche- 
liabinfk,  whence,  about  the  middle  of  Decem- 
ber, he  took  his  courfe  to  Tobolfk.     M.  Pallas 


•was  taken  at  Dobrinka,  where  he  thought  himfelf  in  the 
greateit  fafety.  A  band  of  thefe  rebels  dragged  him  as  far 
as  the  borders  of  the  Slovla,  where  their  chief  had  his 
quarters  ;  and,  in  the  month  of  Auguft  1774,  he  was  there 
foil  impaled  alive,  and  afterwards  hanged.  The  aflulants  of 
Lovitz,  Ichonodzof  and  his  fon,  having  found  means  of 
cfcaping,  faved  all  his  writings  and  a  part  of  his  inflruments. 
Several  farther  particulars  relating  to  this  learned  traveller, 
may  be  feen  in  Bufching's  Wochentliche  nachrichten,  1775, 
p.  c6  &  feq. 

had 
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had  fojourned  the  greater  part  of  the  winter  at 
Tfcheliabinfk,  and  traverfed  and  examined> 
partly  by  himfelf  and  partly  by  his  affiftant 
M.  Lepechin,  and  by  profeflbr  Falk,  almoft  all 
the  government  of  Orenburg,  when  this  latter 
alfo  came,  about  the  middle  of  March  177 1, 
followed  fhortly  after  by  his  affiftant  Georgi,  to 
join  him  in  this  town  of  Tfcheliabinfk.  Captain 
Ritfchkof,  who  had  hardly  quitted  M.  Pallas  all 
the  winter,  now  left  him,  and  fet  out  upon  ano- 
ther journey. 

M.  Pallas  finally  left  his  winter-quarters  at 
Tfcheliabinfk  the  16th  of  April  177 1,  directed 
his  courfe  by  the  Omfk,  followed  the  courfe  of 
the  Irtyfh,  vifited  the  mines  in  the  environs  of 
Kolyvan,  went  to  the  Schlangenberge  (or  fer- 
pent  mountains)  and  to  Barnaul  3  where  he 
found  M.  Falk  fick,  who  was  come  from  Omfk 
by  the  fteppesor  defarts  of  Barabin.  From  Bar- 
naul M.  Pallas  proceeded  to  Toms,  and  arrived, 
the  10th  of  October  1771  at  Krafnoyarfk  upon 
the  Yenifey,  which  he  had  made  choice  of  for 
his  winter-quarters.  It  was  there  that  the 
ftudent  Suyef  came  up  to  him  again,  in  the 
month  of  January  1772 ;  he  had  made,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  fummer,  a  journey  the  length 
of  the  Obe  towards  the  frozen  ocean,  and,  was 
come    to    communicate     his    obfervations   to 

Klt  Pallas, 
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M.  Pallas,  who  was  again  joined,  in  the  month 
of  February,  by  M.  Georgi,  who  had  hitherto 
fcrved  as  afiiftant  to  M.  Falk,  and  afterwards  by 
the  ftudents  Bykof,  Kafchkaref,  and  Lebedef> 
whom  M.  Falk,  forced  by  the  bad  (late  of  his 
health  to  return,  had  fent  to  M.  Pallas. 

Our  learned  traveller  left  his  winter-quarters 
the    7th   of  March    1772,    to   proceed,    with 
M.  Georgi  and  two  ftudents,  by  Irkutfk  to  the 
lake  Baikal,  whither  he  had  already  fent  M.  So- 
kolof  in  the  month  of  January.     After  having 
feen  the  environs  of  that  lake,  Selinginfk  and 
Irkutfk,    he  regained,  the    12th  of  July,    the 
route  of  Krafnoyarfk,  where  he  fet  up  his  winter- 
quarters,  after  having  vifited  the  mountains  of 
Sayan.     In  the  month  of  January  1773,  tne>' 
let  out  on  their  return,  in  which   they  took  the 
■way  of  Tomfk,  Tara  on  the  Irtyfh,  Kafan,  Sara- 
pul,  Yaitzkoi-gorodok,  Aftrakhan,  and  through 
the  country  that  borders  the  Sarpa  to  Tzaritzin, 
vv^here  he  met  again  M.  Sokolof,  whom  he  had 
fent   to-  vifit  the  fteppe  or  defart  of  Kuman. 
After  having  wintered  at  Tzaritzin,  and  made 

■ 

ieveral  excurfions  from  that  city  towards  the 
Volga,  he  ..returned  at  length  by  Mofco  to 
St.  Petersburg,  where  he  arrived  the  30th  of 
June  1774. 


Wc 


EMPRESS    CATHARINE  U.  I2£ 

We  fee,  by  this  fhort  fketch  of  M.  Pallas '3 
travels,  that  he  went  over  a  great  part  of  the  lame 
countries  which  the  firft,  third,  and  fourth  volumes 
of  the  travels  of  J.  George  Gmelin  had  defcribed- 
But  this  ought  not  to  induce  us  to  regard  the 
labour  of  M.  Pallas  as  a  repetition,  which  might 
eafily  have  been  difpenfed  with  j  the  map  of 
M.  Gmelin  differed  entirely  from  his,  and  was 
incomparably  more  contracted,  as  to  the  de- 
partment of  natuial  hiftory.  Befides,  profefibr 
Pallas  took  quite  other  courfes  than  thofe  of 
M.  Gmellin  :  and  Siberia  had  in  the  interval 
acquired  an  altogether  different  face,  as  well  by 
the  extenfion  of  its  frontiers,  as  by  the  eftablifh- 
ments  that  have  increafed  its  population,  by  the 
new  and  important  mines  that  have  been  put  in 
produce,  and  the  founderies  that  have  been 
erected  there  3  fo  that  it  cannot  fail  of  gaining 
infinitely  by  any  comparifon  that  might  be 
made  between  his  accounts  and  thole  of 
Gmelin. 

John  Amadeus  Georgi,  member  of  the 
fociety  of  natural  hiftory  at  Berlin,  was  at  firft 
deftined  by  the  imperial  academy  to  relieve  pro- 
feffor  Falk,  who  was  commiffioned  with  what 
was  called  the  expedition  of  Orenburg,  and  then 
known  to  be  in  a  bad  ftate  of  health.  He  fet  out, 
in  confluence,  ths  iftof  June  1770,  took  the 

route 
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route  by  Mofco  and  Aftrakhan,  and  met  M.  Falk 
in  the  fteppe  of  the  Kalmucs,  very  near  to  an 
armenian   caravan.      He   followed   him    acrofs 
that  fteppe  to  Ouralfk  (at  that  time  Yaitzkoi- 
gorodok)    and  to  Orenburg,   where    they    re- 
mained till  the  end  of  the  year.     At  the  begin- 
ning of  177 1,  they  travelled  by  confent  into  the 
province  of  Iffet,  M.  Falk  along  the  lines  of 
Orenburg,  and  M.  Georgi  by  the  Bafchkie  and 
the  Oural.     He  took,  during  the  illnefs  that 
detained  M.  Falk,   feveral  little  journies  from 
Tfchelyceba,  capital  of  the  province,  towards 
feveral  places,  for  obferving  a  variety  of  natural 
curiofities,  and  the  nations  of  the  country  ;  find- 
ing themfclves  at  length  in  a  capacity  to  continue 
their  courfes,  at  the  latter  end  of  June  M.  Falk 
proceeded  by  Ifetfkoi  to  Omfk  on  the  Irtyfh, 
and  directed  M.  Georgi  to  come  and  join  him 
at  the  lad- mentioned  place  by  the  new  lines  of 
Siberia,  or  of  Ifchim  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Kirg- 
hifes.     They  then  proceeded  in  company  acrofs 
the  fteppe  of  Barabin,  to  fee  the  filver  mines  of 
Kolyvan  near  the  Obe.     They  went  alfo  after- 
wards to  vifit  Barnaul,  and,  as  much  as  a  ferious 
malady,  with  which  M.  Falk  was  attacked  anew, 
would  permit,  the  mountainous  diftricT:  of  the 
mines  of  Altai,  and  the  founderies  that  depend 
on  Barnaul.     Towards  the  end  of  November 

they 
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they  continued  their  journey,  following  the  firfl 
elevations  of  mount  Kufnetzk,  to  Tomfk.  It 
was  in  this  city  that-M.  Fallc  received  from 
Peterfburg  a  permifTion  to  return,  on  account  of 
his  ill  ftate  of  health.  M.  Pallas,  the  chief  of 
the  expedition,  now  remaining  alone  in  the  vail 
regions  of  Siberia,  M.  Georgi,  as  we  have 
already  feen,  was  entered  of  his  company,  and 
travelled,  though  feparately,  under  his  direc- 
tion. 

We  mall  here  give  a  fhort  intimation  of  the 
places  vifited  by  M.  Georgi :  from  Irkutfk  he 
proceeded  to  the  lake  Baikal,  of  which  he  drew 
an  excellent  chart,  and  thence  into  Dauria,  for 
the  purpofe  of  examining  the  mines  of  that  name, 
and  into  the  diftrid  of  the  mines  of  Arguflin  ? 
thence  he  returned  by  Irkutfk  to  Tomfk,  Tara, 
Tobolfk,  Ifetfkoi,  Ilina,  Ekatarinenburg,  and 
Oufa,  vifiting  all  the  mines  of  thofe  countries  s 
he  returned  thence  by  Perme,  on  the  Oural  of 
the  Bafchkirs  -,  once  more  from  Oufa  to  Tzar- 
itzin  and  Orenburg ;  and  laftly  along  the  Volga^ 
from  Aftrakhan  to  Peterfburg  by  Saratof,  Bol- 
gari,  Kafan,  Makarief,  Pavlova,  Nifhney- 
novgorod,  Yaroflavl,  and  Tver.  On  the  ioth 
of  September  1774,  he  arrived  in  the  imperial 
refidence. 

On 
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On  coming  to  Kafan  in  Marchi774,M.Georgi 
found  profcflbr  Falk  ftill  there,  and  extremely 
ill,  which  he  terminated,  together  with  his  life, 
by  his  own  hand  a  few  days  after.  Two  or 
three  particulars  of  his  life*  will  not  be  difagree- 
able  to  the  reader. 

M.  Falk  was  bcrn  in  Weftrogothia,  a  pro- 
vince in   Sweden,  about  the   year   1727,     He 
fludied  medicine  in  the  univerfit"  of  Upfal,  and 
went  through  a  courfe  of  botany  under  the  cele- 
brated Linnaeus,  to  whofe   fon  he   was  tutor. 
He  publicly  defended  the  differtation  f  which 
that  famous  botanift  had  compofed  on  a  new 
fpecies  of  plants,  which  he  called  Aftromeria. 
In  the  year  1760,  when  M.  Georgi  for  the  firft 
time  was  at   Upfal,  the   latter  was  already  fo 
deeply  affected   with  deprefiion  of  fpirits,  that 
M.  de  Linne,  in  the  view  of  obliging  him  to 
take  exercife  and  diffipation,  fent  him  to  travel 
over  the  ifland  of  Gothland,  to  make  a  collection 
of  the  plants  it  produces,  and  the  various  kinds 
of  corals  and  corallines   which  the  fea  leaves 
on  its  mores.     This  voyage  was  attended  with 
no  diminution  of  his  diftemper,  which  found  a 

*  From  the  journal  of  M.  Georgi. 

-}-  In  the  collection,  known  under  the  title  of  Linnaiamce- 

miaks  academics.  • 

continual 
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continual  fupply  of  aliment  in  a  fanguine  melan- 
choly temperament,  in  a  too  fedentary  way  of 
life,  and  in  the  bad  ftate  of  his  finances. 

ProferTor  Forfkael  having  left  Upfal  for  Copen- 
hagen in  1760,  Falk  followed  him  thither,  in  the 
defign  of  applying,  by  the  advice  of  M.  de. 
Linne,  to  be  appointed  affiftant  to  M.  Forfkael 
in  his  famous  journey  through  Arabia;  but, 
notwithstanding  ail  the  pains  that  M.  GEder  and 
feveral  other  men  of  literary  reputation  at  Co- 
penhagen took  in  his  behalf,  his  application 
failed,  as  the  fociety  that  were  to  go  on 
that  important  expedition  was  already  formed. 
Obliged,  with  much  difcontent,  to  return,  he 
herborifed  as  he  travelled,  and  enriched  the 
Flora  Suecica  with  feveral  new  difcoveries. 

A  man  in  office  at  St.  Petersburg,  having 
written  to  M.  Linne  to  fend  him  a  director 
for  his  cabinet  of  natural  hiflory,  M.  Falk  ac- 
cepted the  poft,  which  led  him  to  the  chair 
of  profeflbr  of  botany  at  the  apothecaries  garden 
at  St.  Peterfburg,  a  place  that  had  been  vacant 
from  the  time  that  it  was  quitted  by  M.  Siegelbek. 
His  hypochondriac  complaint  ftill  continued  to 
torment  him.  When  the  imperial  academy  of 
fciences  was  preparing  in  1768  the  plan  of  its 
.learned  expeditions,  it  took  M.  Falk  into  its' 

vol.  11.  k,  £rvice, 
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fervice5  though  his  health  was  uncertain.  He 
was  recalled  in  1771  -,  but,  having  got  only  to 
Kalan  in  1773,  he  there  obtained  permiflion  to 
go  and  ufe  the  baths  of  Kifliar,  from  which  he 
returned  again  to  Kafan  at  the  end  of  the  year 
with  his  health  apparently  better. 

But  his  difeafe  foon  returned  with  redoubled 
violence.  From  the  month  of  December  1773, 
he  had  never  quitted  his  bed,  nor  taken  any 
other  nourifhment  than  bread  dried  in  the  fwe- 
difh  manner  (knsekebrced),  of  which  he  fcarcely 
;ook  once  a  day  fome  mouthfuls  dipped  in  tea. 
At  flrfc  he  received  the  vifits  of  a  few  friends ; 
but  afterwards  denied  himfelf  to  them,  and 
was  reduced  to  the  Itri&eft  folitude.  When 
M.  Georgi  went,  to  fee  him,  nothing  feemed 
left  of  him  but  a  fkeleton  of  a  wild  and  terrifying 
afpecl.  The  few  words  he  drew  from  him  con- 
fided in  complaints  occafioned  by  a  hoil  of  dif- 
eafes  which  kept  his  body  in  torture,  and  threw 
him  into  the  molt  cruel  fleepleffnefs.  The  laft 
evening  M.  Georgi  kept  him  company  till  mid- 
night. He  fpoke  little,  and  laid  nothing  than 
could  give  reafon  to  fufpect  the  defign  he  was 
^neditating.  His  hunter,  and  at  the  fame  time 
his  trufiy  fervant,  offered  to  fit  up  with  him  the 
night  i  but  he  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  confent. 

M.  Georgt 
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M;  Georgi  being  requefted  the  next  day, 
March  31,  to  come  to  the  lodging  of  the  unfor- 
tunate gentleman,  he  found  him  lying  before  his 
bed,  covered  with  blood ;  befide  him  lay  a 
razor,  with  which  he  had  given  himfelf  a  flight 
wound  in  the  throat,  the  fatal  piftol,  and  a  pow- 
der-horn ;  all  together  prefenting  a  tremendous 
fpectacle.  He  had  put  the  muzzle  of  the  piftol 
againfl  his  throat,  and,  refting  the  pommel  upon 
his  bed,  he  difcharged  the  difcontents  in  fuch. 
manner,  that  the  ball  having  gone  through  his 
head,  had  ftuck  in  the  cieling.  His  foldier  had 
feen  him  ftill  fitting  up  in  his  bed  at  four  o'clock, 
at  which  time  he  ufually  fell  into  a  fnort  (lum- 
ber. In  his  chamber  was'  found  a  note  written 
the  evening  before,  betraying  throughout  the 
diftraded  flate  of  his  mind,  but  nothing  declara- 
tory of  his  defign,  or  that  was  of  any  import- 
ance. 

M.  Falk,  like  all  hypochondriac  perfons,  was 
not  very  communicative,  and  on  certain  oc- 
cafiqns  was  diftruftful.  But  at  the  fame  time  he 
was  of  a  fedate  temper,  complaifant,  and  upright, 
which  made  it  a  very  eafy  matter  to  bear  with 
him,  and  fecured  to  him  the  indulgence  of  all  his 
acquaintance.  His  extreme  fobriety  had  en- 
abled him  to  make  fome  favings  from  his  pay, 
though  he  was  very  beneficent  -,  it  was  not 
k  2  there- 
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therefore  indigence  that  drove  him  to  this  act  of 
violence.  He  was  of  a  cold  conftitution,  pre- 
ferring folitude  and  quiet  to  fociety,  to  the 
company  of  his  friends,  and  to  ordinary  amufe- 
ments,  which  yet  he  did  not  fhun,  except  in  the 
latter  period  of  his  life.  As  to  religion,  he 
lhewed  on  all  occafions  more  refpedl  for  .it, 
than  any  ftrong  effufions  of  zeal.  It  was  foleiy 
to  be  afcribed  to  the  violence  of  his  diftemper, 
and  the  weaknefs  of  mind  which  it  brought 
on,  that  led  him  to  put  a  period  to  his  days. 
The  fate  of  this  unfortunate  fcholar  was  generally 
and  juftly  lamented*. 

In  the  number  of  thole  who  were  of  the  expe- 
dition of  M.  Pallas  was  alfo  captain  Nicholas 
Rytfchkof,  fon  of  Peter  Ivanovitch  Rytfchkof, 
counfellor  of  ftate,  who  made  himfelf  famous  for 
his  topography  of  Orenburg,  Rytfchkof,  the 
Ion,  in  1769*  went  over  fome  diftricts  of  the 

*  His  papers  were  found  in  the  greateft  difonfer.  They 
contain,  however,  very  ufeful  and  important  relations.  He 
particularly  made  it  'his  bufinefs  to  inquire  about  the  Kir- 
cuifes  and  other  tartarian  nations  ;  and  as  he  frequently 
remained  for  the  fpace  of  nine  months  together  in  the  fame 
place,  he  was  enabled  to  procure  fatisfadtory  notions  con- 
cerning the  objects  of  his  inveftigations.  The  imperial 
academy,  in  1774,  appointed  profeflor  Laxmann  to  arrange 
his  manufcripts  in  order  for  publication ;  which  was  done 
accordingly. 

governments 
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governments  of  Kafan  and  Orenburg;  proceeded 
eaftwards  from  Simbirfk,  and  thence  northwards 
beyond  the  Kama,  declining  afterwards  to  the 
north-eait  along  the  Oural  mountains,  which  he 
traverfed  in  his  way  to  Orenburg.  In  1770  he 
vifited  the  countries  extending  the  length  of 
the  weftern  bank  of  the  Bielaya,  as  far  as 
the  Kama,  which  he  courfed  as  far  downwards  as 
Kafan  ;  then  eroding  the  province  of  Viatki,  he 
palled  on  to  Glinof,  came  into  Perme,  and  fur- 
veyed  the  environs  of  Solikamfk ;  thence, 
defcending  along  the  Kama  nearly  as  far  as 
Koungour,  he  proceeded  by  Ecatarinenburg 
ro  Tfchelyabinfk.  In  1771,  on  departing  front 
Orfk,  he  vifited  the  fteppe  of  the  Kirghis- 
kofaks  on  this  fide  the  Ya'fk,  paffed  the  rivers 
Irgis  and  Turgai,  came  as  far  as  the  mountains 
of  Ulu-tau,  thence  bore  away  to  Uft-wifk  and 
Orenburg,  and  came  at  laft,  by  a  part  of  the 
province  of  Oufa,  quite  to  the  Dioma. 

M.  Lepechin,  by  birth  a  Ruffian, "who,  after 
having  gone  through  his  firft  ftudies  at  the 
imperial  academy  of  fciences  at  St.  Peterfburg, 
went  to  purfue  a  courfe  of  medical  ftudy  at 
Strafburg,  where  he  was  admitted  M.  D.  and 
was  received  in  1768  as  adjunclus,  and  in  177 1> 
member  of  the  fame  imperial  academy,  was  at  the 
head  of  another  of  thefe  expeditions.     He  fct 
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out  the   8th  of  June    176G,  from  Peterfburg, 
proceeded  flraight  to  Mofco;  thence  by  Vladimir, 
Murom,  Arfamas,  Alatyr,   confequently  by  the 
government  of  Nifhney-novgorod,  to  Simbirlk 
in  the  province  of  Kafan :   from  which  place  he 
fet  out  in  the  month  of  Auguft,   to  vifn   the 
courfe  of  the  river  Tfcheremfchan,  which  divides 
the  government   of  Kafan  from   the   province 
of  Stavropol,  and  thence  travelled  over  various 
parts   of   the   government   of  Orenburg.      In 
autumn  he  reached  Stavropol,  pafTed  the  winter 
at   Simbirfk,   and   the   fpring  of   1769  in  the 
province  of  that  name  :  the  following  fummer  he 
came  to  Aftrakhan;    from  which  city,    in  the 
month  of  Auguft,   he  made  an  extremely  re- 
markable journey  to  Gurief,  eroding  the  fteppe 
which  extends  between  the  Volga  and  the  Yai'k  s 
from  Gurief  he  went  up.  along  the  Yaik  as  far  as 
Orenburg,  and  reached  in ^the  month  of  October 
the  little  town  of  Tabynlk  fituate  near  the  centre 
of  the  Oural  of  Orenburg  on  the  river  |3ielaya, 
.where   he   wintered.      In   the   month  of  May 
following,  he  purfued  upwards  the  courfe  of  the 
Bielaya,  examined  the  mountains,  came  in  July 
to   Ecatarinenburg,    flruck    forwards   into   the 
Oural,  and  attained,   beyond  the  Koungour,  to 
the   fummit   of  the   higheft   of  the   Oural   of 
Orenburg,  whence  he  returned  to  Ecatarinen- 
burg, 
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burg,  and  patted  the  winter  at  Tiumen  in  the 
province  of  Tobolfk. 

In  the  month  of  May  1771,  he  reached  the 
fummitofthehigheft  mountain  of  the  Oural-  chain, 
which  runs  between  Verkoturia  and  Solikamfk, 
vifited,    during   the  fummer,    the    province  of 
Viatka,  proceeded  by  Ouftioug  to  Archangel, 
where   he  embarked  in  order  to  examine  the 
coafts  of  the  White  Sea.     He  made  Archangel 
his  winter-quarters  that  year.     The  following 
year,  1772,  was  employed  by  our  learned  tra- 
veller in  making  a  fecond  courfe  on  the  fea  juft 
mentioned,  along  the  mores  and  the  ifles  lying 
to  the  left  of  Archangel,  as  far  as  the  weftern  and 
northern  coafts,  proceeding  thence  to  the  mouth 
of  the  White  Sea  :  he  afterwards  doubled  Kanin- 
nofs,  and  at  length   returned   by   the  gulf  of 
Mezen  to  Archangel,  whence  he  fet  out,  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  year,  for  St.  Petersburg.     During 
the  fpring  and  fummer  of  1773,  he  vifited  the 
environs  of  Pfcove,  Velikiye-Luki,  and  Toro- 
petz,  with  divers  other  parts  of  the  governments 
of  Pfcove  and  Mohilef :  in  the  month  of  Auguft 
he  went  from  Polotzk,  along  the  Duna  to  Riga; 
whence  he  proceeded,  following  the  fea-fhore, 
to"  Fernau,    then    to   Valk,    Neuhaufen,    and 
Pfcove :  after  which  he  returned  in  December 
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to  St.  Peterfburg,  and  probably  thus  terminated 
the  travels  on  which  he  was  fent. 

Dr.  J.  Guldenftsedt  took  his  departure  about  • 
the  middle  of  June  1768,  from  St.  Peterfburg, 
in  order  to  proceed,  by  Novgorod,  along  the 
weftern  coaft  of  the  lake  Ilmen,  by  Porkof, 
Staraia-rufTa,  and  Toropetz,  to  Mofco,  where 
he  tarried  from  the  nth  of  September  to  the 
8th  of  March  1769 ;  when  he  fet  out  for  pro- 
ceeding by  Kolomna,  Epifani,  Toula,  andEletz, 
to  Voronetch  j  thence  to  Tavrof,  to  Tambof, 
to  the  fortrefs  of  Novochoperfkaia  -3  and  after 
having  courfed  along  the  rivers  Chopa,  Med- 
vieditza,  and  the  banks  of  the  Don,  he  arrived 
the  nth  of  October  at  Tzaritzin,  where  he  re- 
mained till  the  23d  of  November  :  he  after- 
wards went  to  Aftrakhan,  where  he  arrived 
the  4th  of  December,  and  then  proceeded  to 
Kitzliar,  a  ruffian  frontier  town  on  the  river 
Terek.  This  place  he  quitted  in  1770,  to  vifit 
the  countries  watered  by  that  dream,  by  the 
Kunbalni,  the  Soontfcha,  the  Akfai,  and  the 
Koifa,  with  the  north-eafb  parts  of  mount  Cau- 
caius;  being  often  obliged  in  this  courfe  to 
return  to  Kitzliar,  chiefly  becaufe  of  the  litcle 
fafety  he  found  in  traverfmg  thofe  parts.  It  was 
for  this  reafon,  and  on  account  of  an  illnefs  that 
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detained  him,  that  he  did  not  reach  Georgia  that 
year. 

The  ioth  of  February  1771,  M.  Guldenfbedt 
left  Kitzliar,  with  a  detachment  of  ruffian  troops, 
for  OJTetia,  which  is  a  diftricl:  of  mount  Cau- 
cafus ;  and  fo  foon  as  the  17th  of  March  he  was 
already  returned  to  Kitzliar,  which  he  quitted 
for  the  lad  time  the  1 8  th  of  May,  in  order  to 
go  to  the  hot  baths  on  the  borders  of  the  Terek. 
One  of  the  moil  confiderable  of  the  princes  of 
the  lefTer  Kabarda  accompanied  him,  and  mewed 
him,  during  the  months  of  July  and  Auguft,  all 
that  country,  and  the  northern  part  of  the  cau- 
cafian  mountains,  inhabited  by  the  Dugores. 
Thence  he  returned  a  fecond  time  to  Offetia  on 
the  Terek,  whence  he  departed  the  nth  of 
September  under  the  efcort  of  fome  hundreds  of 
Ofletians,  whom  the  tzar  Heraclius  had  taken 
into  his  pay,  and  happily  arrived  with  them  in 
Georgia.  He  was,  the  25th  of  September,  at 
Dufchet,  a  town  of  Karduelia.  The  9th  of 
October  he  left  that  country,  in  order  to  proceed 
to  the  river  Kur,  at  the  fame  place  where  tzar 
Heraclius  had  appointed  his  troops  to  make 
their  general  rendezvous,  and  which  was  only 
15  verfts  diftant  from  Tefflis,  its  capital.  It  was 
there  that  M.  Guldenftasdt  had  an  audience  in 
form  of  the  tzar,  who  embraced  him,  made  him 

fit; 
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fit  down  in  his  pre  fence,  anti  promifed  to  grant 
him  every  affiftance  that  he  mould  want;  which 
promife  he  afterwards  fulfilled.     He  made  the 
campaign  with  the  tzar,  who  pufhed  with  the 
main  body  of  his  army  to  the  diftance  of  above 
120  verfts  up  the  courle  of  the  Kur ;  and  he 
returned  to  Teffiis  with  that  prince  the  14th  of 
November.     He  left  this  place  again  the  21ft  of 
February    1772,    for  Kachetia,    always    in    the 
fuite  of  the  tzar,  and  palled  the  whole  of  the 
month  of  March  in  that  province  of  Georgia. 
He  traverfed,  in  the  month  of  May,  thofe  pro- 
vinces of  Turcomania  which  are  in  fubjeclion  to 
tzar  Heraclius.     The  20th  of  June  he  went,  for 
the  laft  time,  to  Tefflis,    in  the   refolution   of 
quitting  Georgia,  after  he  fhould  have  made  the 
tour  of  iht  provinces  of  tzar  Solomon,  and  to 
return  to  Mofdok  on  the  river  Terek.     On  the 
1 8th  of  July  he  made  his  obeifance  to  that  tzar, 
who  had  fctup  his  fummer-camp  on  the  fouthern 
bank  of  the  river  Rion,  fome  verfts  below  the 
fortrefs  of  Minda.     The  prince  gave  our  travel- 
ler  a   very   gracious   reception.      The   5th  of 
Auguft  1772  he  quitted  the  diftricl  of  Radfcha* 
which  makes  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Immeretia, 
and  repaired  to  Kutatis,  the  capital  of  the  lower 
Immeretia;  then  made  the  tour  of  the  frontiers 
of  Mingrelia  and  Guria,    the   eaftern   part  of 

Immeretia 
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Immeretia  and  middle  Georgia.  Tzar  Solomon 
had  given  him  an  efcort  of  300  Immeretians 
to  attend  him  on  his  tour.  As  he  was  preparing 
to  proceed  farther  on,  he  was  forced  for  fome 
time  to  fufpend  his  march,  as  the  greater  part  of 
his  people  had  fallen  fick.  In  this  interval 
he  received  a  fupply  of  men,  horfes,  and  provi- 
fions,  from  a  georgian  nobleman  whom  a  little 
before  he  had  cured  of  an  ailment.  On  the  jft 
of  October  he  reached  the  laft  grufinian  or 
georgian  village,  where  he  was  again  obliged  to 
flop  for  a  month,  in  confequence  of  advices  that 
he  received  of  300  AfTetinians  who  were  waiting 
on  the  fhore  of  the  Terek  to  attack  and  to 
plunder  him.  In.  the  interim  the  major  general 
of  Medem,  being  informed  of  his  fituation,  fent 
a  detachment  of  600  men  with  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  at  the  arrival  of  whom  the  robbers 
difperfed.  By  this  means  Mr.  Guldenftsedc 
happily  regained  the  frontiers  of  Rufiia,  and 
returned  firfl:  to  Mofdok  and  afterwards  to 
JCifliar.  In  April  1773,  he  made  an  excurfion 
to  Peterfbade  [the  baths  of  Peter],  whence  he 
returned  the  fucceeding  month  and  immediately 
fet  out  for  ;Mofdok,  and  in  the  month  of  June 
went  upwards  along  the  Maika.  From  that 
river  he  turned  off  towards  the  eaftern  branch  of 
the  Kuma,  and  proceeded  to  the  five  mountains 
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or  Befch-tau,   which  form  the  higheft  part  of 
the  firft  elevation  of  Caucafus :    he   vifited  the 
mines  of  Madlcbar,  from  which  he  took  the 
route  of  Tfcherkafk,   where  he  arrived  the  24th 
of  July.     From  this  laft  town  he  made  a  tour 
to   Azoff;    being  returned  to   Tfcherkafk,   he 
proceeded   by    Taganrog   along  the   fea-coaft, 
crofTed  the  river  Kalmius,  following  at  the  fame 
time  the  Berda  and  the  new  lines  of  the  Dniepr, 
and   came   by  the  eaftern  bank  of  that  river 
to  Krementfchuk,  the  capital  of  the  government 
of  New-Ruffia,    where   he   arrived  the  7th  of 
November,  and  paiTed  the  reft  of  the  winter- 
He  had  not  yet  quitted  this  government,  though 
already  on  the  way  to  the    Crimea,    when  he 
received  orders  on  the  20th  of  July  1774,  as  did 
all  the  other  academical  travellers,   to  return  to 
St.  Peterfburg.      Accordingly  he  turned  back, 
and  tame  by  Krementfchuk,  and  along  the  lines 
of  the  Ukraine  as  far  as   Bielefskaia-krepoft  ■, 
thence  bent  his  courfe  over  Bachmut,  and  beyond 
towards  the   fouth-eaft  and  the  earl,   as  far  as 
the  rivers  Mius  and  Lugantfchik.     Being   re- 
turned to  Bielefskaia-krepoft,  he  left  it  for  the 
fecond  time  the  16th  of  December,  and  came  by 
Kief  to  Serpukof ;   where,  having  collected  all 
the  perfons  and  all  the  effects  belonging  to  his 
expedition,  he   took   his   departure  the    20th 

of 
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of  December  for  Mofco,  and  in  the  courfe  of 
March  arrived  at  St.  Peterfburg*. 

Such  is  the  general  outline  of  thefe  interesting 
travels  from  which  the  learned  of  Europe  have 
received  fo  much  information,  and  which  could 
not  with  propriety  have  been  pahed  over  with, 
{lighter  notice  in  this  hiftory,-  yet  for  the  parti- 
culars of  them  the  reader  muft  be  referred  to  the 
accounts  that  have  been  publifhed  by  the  travel- 
lers themfelves.  The  difcoveries  made  by  the 
Ruffians  at  fea  at  various  epochas,  and  particu- 
larly during  the  reign  of  Catharine  II.  have 
been  fo  faithfully  laid  before  the  public  by 
Mr.  Coxe  in  his  well-known  work  profefledly 
written  on  that  fubject,  that  it  would  be  unne- 
ceflarily  fwelling  the  bulk  of  thefe  volumes 
to  fay  any  more  of  them  here.  However  it 
is  impoffible  to  take  leave  of  thefe  expenfive  and 
important  millions  without  testifying  our  ac- 
knowledgment, with  that  ingenious  and  candid 
writer,  of  the  benefits  that  have  accrued  to 
fcience  from  thefe  learned  and  laborious  investi- 
gations, and  to  join  with  him  f  anc^  every  friend 

*  See  Bachmeifter's  Ruffifche  Bibliothek,  torn,  i,  ii,  and 
-ii.  where  very  -circumflantial  accounts  of  all  the  feveral 
$ourfes  purfued  by  thefe  travellers  are  to  be  found. 

•j-  Coxe,  Ruffian  Difcoveries  between  Alia  and  America, 
jareface,  p.  xu 
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to  rational  inquiry,  <c  in  the  warmed:  admiration 
"  of  that  enlarged  and  liberal  fpirit,  which 
"  Co  ftrikingly  marked  the  character  of  the  late 
u  emprefs  of  Ruflia ;  who,  from  her  acceffion  to 
"  the  throne,  made  the  inveftigation  and  dif- 
"  covery  of  ufeful  knowledge  the  conftant  object 
<c  of  her  generous  encouragement.  The  au- 
*'  thentic  records  of  the  ruffian  hiftory  were  by 
"  her  orders  properly  arranged  >  and  permiflion 
tc  was  granted  of  infpecting  them.  The  mod 
cc  diftant  parts  of  her  vaft  dominions  were  at  her 
**  expence  explored  and  defcribed  by  perfons  of 
"  great  abilities  and  extenfive  learning ;  by 
€t  which  means  new  and  important  lights  have 
«c  been  thrown  upon  the  geography  and  natural 
ff  hiftory  of  thofe  remote  regions.  In  a  word, 
"  this  truly  great  princefs  contributed  more 
?  in  the  compafs  of  only  a  few  years,  towards 
<f  civilifing  and  informing  the  minds  of  her 
cc  fubjects,  than  had  been  effected  by  all  the 
*c  fovereigns  her  predeceffors  fince  the  glorious 
"  jera  of  Peter  the  great." 

The  court  of  Catharine  became  now  the 
afylum  of  the  fciences,  to  which  fhe  invited 
learned  men  from  every  part  of  Europe- 
Among  the  reft  the  celebrated  profeflbr  Euler 
from  Berlin,  on  whom  her  majefty  fettled  a  large 
annual  ftipend,  made  him  a  prefent  of  a  houfe, 

be  fides 
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befides  mewing  him  many  other  marks  of  her  im- 
perial favour  and  protection.  Well  knowing, 
that  it  is  not  fo  much  by  the  power  of  arms  as  by 
precedence  in  the  fciences  and  the  arts  that 
nations  obtain  a  confpicuous  place  in  the  annals 
of  the  world,  Catharine  with  a  laudable  zeal 
encouraged  artifts  and  fchoiars  of  ail  denomina- 
tions. She  granted  new  privileges  to  the 
academy  of  fciences,  and  exhorted  its  members 
to  add  the  names  of  feveral  celebrated  foreigners 
to  thofe  which  already  conferred  a  luftre  on  their 
fociety. 

Nor  was  fhe  lefs  attentive  to  the  academy  of 
arts,  by  increafing  the  number  of  its  pupils,  and 
adding  fuch  regulations  as  tended  -more  than 
ever  to  the  attainment  of  the  end  of  its  endow- 
ment. Scholars  were  now  not  to  be  taken 
in  after  the  age  of  fix  years,  that  the  defects  of  a 
bad  education  might  not  yet  have  had  time 
to  fpoil  their  temper  or  corrupt  their  manners. 
Delivered  for  three  years  to  the  care  of  women, 
they  are  then  put  into  the  hands  of  tutors,  and 
are  devoted  to  the.  art  to  which  they  (hew 
the  mod  inclination.  They  may  become  painters, 
fculptors,  architects,  watchmakers,  engravers,  or 
karn  the  art  of  catting  in  metals,  and  of  making 

mathematical  and  optical  inftruments.     During 

& 

the  whole  of  the  time  they  are  In  the  academy 

they 
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they  are  not  permitted  to  receive  any  thing  from 
their  parents.  They  are  clothed,  fed,  and 
lodged  at  the  public  expence.  At  the  end  of 
15  years  they  leave  the  inftitution;  and,  if 
their  behaviour  correfponds  with  the  pains  that 
have  been  beflowed  on  their  education,  they  are 
granted  patents  of  nobility.  - 

Independently  of  thefe  advantages,  fuch  of 
the  pupils  as  have  carried  the  higheft  prizes, 
receive  the  before-mentioned  penfion,  for  travel- 
ling three  years  over  Europe. 

It   is  frequently  obferved,    that   though  this 
inftitution  has   now   fubfifted   upwards  of  half 
a  century,  yet  it  has  produced  no  great  artiit ; 
and  that  it  has  ferved  no  other  purpofe  than 
to  furnifh  Voltaire  with  a  fubjecl  of  pompous 
declamation,  and  to  make  annually  a  paragraph 
in   the   newfpapers  of  Germany,  oftentatioufly 
defcribing  the  ceremony  of  diftributing  the  prizes 
in  the  prefence  of  the  emprefs  and  the  grand 
duke,  with  their  pathetic  fpeeches  on  the  oc- 
cafion  ;  and  that,  anfwering  that  purpofe,  nothing 
farther  was  intended.     Yet  even  admitting  the 
love  of  fame  to  be  the  only  motive  at  the^time,, 
the    inftitution    may   hereafter  find  motives"  of 
its  own,  arifing  from  intereft,   or  a  defire   of 
excelling,   as  a  civilized  public  fhall  increale, 
and  the  approbation  of  their  performances  no 
1 5,  longer1 
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longer  be  confidered  as  a  matter  of  form  and 
confined  to  the  court. 

Still  farther  to  encourage  the  fine  arts  in 
her  dominions,  the  emprefs  afligned  an  annual 
fum  of  5000  rubles  for  the  tranflation  of  foreign 
literary  works  into  the  ruffian  language. 

At  this  time,  1768,  the  fmall-pox  was  very 
rife  in  St.  Peterfburg,  which  occafioned  the 
emprefs  .and  the  grand  duke  her  fon  to  remain  at 
Tzarfko-felo,  inftead  of  coming  to  town  as  ufual. 
The  countefs  Scheremetoff  was  carried  off  by 
that  diftemper  a  few  days  before  flie  was  to  have 
been  married  to  count  Panin,  for  which  event 
great  preparations  had  been  made.  It  was 
neither  poffible,  nor  was  it  material,  to  afcertain 
how  the  infection  penetrated  the  recefles  of  the 
court}  but  perfons  of  rank  and  fortune  were 
alarmed  that  neither  one  nor  the  other  afforded 
any  fecurity  againft  the  ravages  of  this  dreadful 
difeafe.  The  danger  to  which  her  majefty  and 
the  grand  duke  were  expofed,  together  with  her 
majefly's  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  her  fubjects, 
gave  rife  to  a  propofal  for  introducing  the 
practice  of  inoculating. 

The  firft  perfonages  in  the  empire  determined 
to  fet  the  example,  by  fubmitting  to  the  opera- 
tion j  and  a  refolution  was  accordingly  taken  by 
the  emprefs,  to  invite  a  phyfician  from  England, 

vol.  11.  l  where 
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where  Inoculation  had  been  mod  practifed,  and 
was  generally  allowed  to  have  received  fome 
modern  and  very  confiderable  improvements*. 

Accordingly    Dr.   Thomas   Dimfdale,  about 
the  beginning  of  July  1768,  received  a  letter  at 
Hertford  from  M.  Poufchin,  the  ruffian  minifter 
at  the  court  of  London,  reprefenting  that  the 
emprefs,  having  a  defire  to  engage  an  able  phy- 
fician  to  go  to  St.  Peterfburg,  in  order  to  intro- 
duce inoculation,  he  wifhed  to  fee  him  as  foon 
as  poffible.     At  the  interview  that  enfued,  great 
encouragements  were  held  out ;  but  the  doctor, 
from  domeftic    confiderations,   at  firft   fhewed 
fome  hefitation ;  when  a  fecond  courier  arriving, 
and  fome  circumflances  rendering  it  apparent 
that  the  emprefs  and  grand  duke  were  imme- 
diately interefted  in  the  application,  he  prepared 
for  his  journey  with  all  expedition,  and  accord- 
ingly fet  out  on  the  28th  of  July. 

Two  days  after  his  arrival,  the  doctor,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  previous  notice,  waited  on  count: 
Panin,  who,  after  the  ufual  falutations,  faid  to 
him,  cc  You  are  now  called,  fir,  to  the  mod 
<c  important  employment  that  perhaps  any  gen- 
«c  tleman  was  ever  entrusted  with.     To  your 

*  Sec  tracts  en  inoculation,  written  and  published  at 
St.  Peterfburg  in  the  year  1768,  by  command  cf  the 
emprefs  of  Ruffia,  by  the  hon,  baron  T.  Dimfdale,  17$*. 

6  «  (kill 
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ft  fkill  and  integrity  will  probably  be  fubmitted 
cf  no  lefs  than  the  precious  lives  of  two  of  the 
"  greateft  perfonages  in  the  world,  with  whofe 
"  fafety  the  tranquillity  and  happinefs  of  this 
"  great  empire  are  fo  intimately  connected,  that 
"  mould  an  accident  deprive  us  of  either,  the 
"  bleffings  we  now  enjoy  might  be  turned  to 
<f  the  utmoft  ftate  of  mifery  and  confufion. 
"  May  God  avert  fuch  unfpeakable  calamities ! 
"  But  the  hazard  of  the  infection  of  the  fmall- 
"  pox,  in  the  natural  way,  is  fo  threatening, 
tc  that  we  are  compelled  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
"  expedient  of  inoculation  j  which,  though  fo 
"  little  known  in  this  country,  has  been  adopted 
"  and  pradtifed  in  England  with  the  greateft 
cf  fuccefs.  We  have  phyficians  of  great  learn- 
"  ing  and  abilities  in  their  profeflion  j  but  not 
c<  being  experienced  in  this  new  branch  of 
"  practice,  her  imperial  majefty  was  pleafed  to 
<f  lay  her  commands  upon  her  miniilers,  to 
"  inquire  after  and  engage  a  perfon  of  the  beft 
<f  abilities-  in  it,  and  whofe  fuccefs  had  been 
"  confirmed  by  long  practice.  You  come  to 
<c  us  well  recommended  in  thefe  effential  points ; 
tt  I  mail  therefore  repofe  the  utmoft  confidence 
€t  in  you,  and  have  only  to  requefl  that  you 
"  will  act  without  the  lead  referve. 

L  2  "  As 
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"  As  to  the  refolution  of  the  emprefs  in  this 
"  particular,  with  regard  to  herfelf,  I  muft 
"  leave  to  her  majefty  to  explain  her  own  fen- 
*c  timents  j  but  with  refpect  to  the  grand  dukej 
*c  he  is  already  determined  on  the  operation, 
"  provided  you  encourage  it :  it  has  been  fub- 
ec  mitted  to  his  own  consideration  •,  he  approves, 
"  and  even  wifhes  it.  I  have  therefore  to 
«c  requeft,  that  before  an  affair  of  fo  great  con- 
<5  fequence  is  finally  fettled,  you  would  make 
<f  yourfelf  well  acquainted  with  his  conftitution 
"  and  ftate  of  health. 

ct  His  imperial  highnefs  knows  you  are  ar~ 
"  rived,  expects  to  fee  you,  and  invites  you  to 
Cl  wait  on  him  to-morrow.  I  can  venture  to 
"  affure  you,  that  he  will  be  eafy  of  accefs, 
"  and  willing  to  be  acquainted  with  you.  Be 
'*<  with  him  as  much  as  poflible;  fee  him  at  his 
"  table,  and  at  his  amufements;  make  your 
"  obfervations,  and,  in  fhort,  ftudy  his  conftr- 
"  tution.  Let  us  not  be  too  precipitate;  but 
<f  when  every  circumftance  has  been  duly 
Cf  attended  to,  report  your  opinion  freely,  and 
cc  depend  on  this,  that  if  you  mould  deem  the 
«  operation  hazardous,  and  advife  againft  it, 
"  we  fliall  think  ourfelves  equally  obliged  to 
«  you;  nor  will  the  acknowledgments  on  ac- 

"  count 
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<c  count  of  this  expedition  be  inferior  to  what 
fC  it  will  be  upon  the  utmoft  fuccefs." 

In  anfwer  to  this,  the  doctor  allured  the  count, 
that  he  would  in  every  refpecl:  attend  to  his  inti- 
mations, and  that  he  might  depend  on  his  making 
a  juft  report. 

The  emprefs  came  to  town  that  evening,  and 
the  next  day,  the  two  Dimfdales  were  prefented. 
On  this  occafion  there  were  only  prefent  with 
her  majefty,  count  Panin  and  baron  CherkarToff, 
prefident  of  the  college  of  medicine,  who  hav- 
ing, been  educated  at  the  univerfity  of  Cam- 
bridge, fpoke  very  good  englilh.  Catharine 
mewed  great  perfpicacity  in  the  queftions  me 
put  concerning  the  practice  and  fuccefs  of  in- 
oculation. On  his  retiring,  Dr.  Dimfdale  was 
invited  to  dine  with  her  majefty  the  fame  day  $ 
and  as  the  account  of  the  manners  obferved  at 
the  emprefs's  table  will  neither  be  foreign  to  our 
purpofe,  nor  unentertaining  to  the  reader,  we 
lhall  give  it  in  the  doctor's  own  words  : 

"  The  emprefs  fat  fingly  at  the  upper  end  of 
a  long  table,  at  which  about  twelve  of  the  nobi- 
lity were  guefts.  The  entertainment  confided 
of  a  variety  of  excellent  difhes,  ferved  up  after 
the  french  manner,  and  was  concluded  by  a 
deffert  of  the  fined  fruits  and  fweetmeats,  fuch 
as  I  little  expected  te  find  in  that  northern  oli- 
t  3  mate, 
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mate.  Mod  of  thefe  luxuries  were,  however, 
the  produce  of  the  emprefs's  own  dominions. 
Pine-apples  indeed  are  chiefly  imported  from 
England,  though  thofe  of  the  growth  of  Ruffia, 
of  which  we  had  one  that  day,  are  of  good  flavour, 
but  generally  frnall.  Water-melons  and  grapes 
are  brought  from  Aftrakhan ;  great  plenty  of 
melons  from  Mofco,  and  apples  and  pears  from 
the  Ukraine. 

"  But  what  enlivened  the  whole  entertain- 
ment was  the  moft  unaffecled  eafe  and  affability 
of  the  emprefs  herfelf.  Each  of  her  guefts  had 
a  Dure  of  her  attention  and  politenefs  j  the  con- 
verfation  was  kept  up  with  a  freedom  and  cheer- 
fulnefs  to  be  expe&ed  rather  from  perfons  of  the 
fame  rank,  than  from  fubjects  admitted  to  the 
honour  of  their  fovereign's  company." 

On  the  following  day  another  converfation 
with  the  emprefs  enfued,  in  which  Dr.  Dimfdale 
requefted  the  affiftance  of  the  court  phyficians, 
to  whom  he  defired  to  communicate  every  pro- 
pofed  regulation  and  medicine  j  but  the  emprefs 
would  by  no  means  confent  to  any  fuch  con- 
futation, and  gave  her  reafons  as  follows : 

"  You  are  come  well  recommended  to  me ; 
"  the  converfation  I  have  had  with  you  on  this 
"  fubject  has  been  very  fatisfadtory  ;  and  my 
€J  confidence  in  you  is  increafed.     I  have  not 

"  the 
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"  the  leaft  doubt  of  your  abilities  and  knowledge 
<c  in  this  practice ;  it  is  impoffible  that  my 
"  phyficians  can  have  much  fkill  in  this  opera- 
"  tion  j  they  want  experience ;  their  interpofi- 
"  tion  may  tend  to  embarrafs  you,  without  the 
"  leaft  probability  of  giving  any  ufeful  affiftance. 
c<  My  life  is  my  own  j  and  I  (hall  with  the 
tc  utmoft  cheerfulnefs  and  confidence  rely  on 
"  your  care  alone.  With  regard  to  my  confti- 
"  tution,  you  could  receive  no  information  from 
*c  them.  I  have  had,  I  thank  God,  fo  good  a 
<c  fhare  of  health,  that  their  advice'  has  never 
"  been  required;  and  you  mall,  from  myfelf, 
"  receive  every  information  that  can  be  ne.cef- 
cc  fary.  I  have  alfo  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is 
"  my  determination  to  be  inoculated  before  the 
<c  grand  duke,  and  as  foon  as  you  judge  it  conve- 
"  nient.  At  the  fame  time  I  defire  that  this 
((  may  remain  a  fecret  bufinefs ;  and  I  enjoin 
"  you  to  let  it  be  fuppofed  that,  for  the  prefent, 
tc  all  thoughts  of  my  own  inoculation  are  laid 
te  afide.  The  preparation  of  this  great  experi- 
<c  ment  on  the  grand  duke  will  countenance 
*c  your  vifits  to  the  palace  ;  and  I  defire  to  fee 
<f  you  as  often  as  it  may  feem  neceffary,  that 
:«  you  may  become  ftill  better  acquainted  with 
^  what  relates  to  my  conftitution,  and  alio  for 
h  4  <f  adjufting 
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"  adjufting  the  time,  and  other  circumftances  of 
"  my  own  inoculation." 

He  promifed  obedience  to  her  majefty's  com- 
mands j  and  only  propofed  that  fome  experi- 
ments might  firft  be  made  by  inoculating  fome 
of  her  own  fex  and  age,  and  as  near  as  could  be 
of  fimilar  habit.  The  emprefs  replied,  <c  that 
"  if  the  practice  had  been  novel,  or  the  lead 
"  doubt  of  the  general  fuccefs  had  remained, 
tf  that  precaution  might  be  neceflary  -,  but,  as 
"  fhe  was  well  fatisfied  in  both  particulars,  there 
*c  would  be  no  occafion  for  delay  on  any 
<f  account." 

The  emprefs,  on  being  inoculated  privately, 
went*  the  next  morning  to  Tzarfko-felo,  a 
palace  about  four  and  twenty  verfls  from  Peterf- 
burg.  At  firft  no  other  perfons  were  there  but 
the  necefTary  attendants,  it  being  given  out  that 
her  majefty's  journey  was  only  to  give  directions 
about  fome  alterations,  and  that  her  ftay  would 
be  fhort.  But  feveral  of  the  nobility  foon 
followed,  and  the  emprefs  obferving  among  them 
fome  whom  fhe  fufpefted  not  to  have  had 
the  fmall-pox,  faid  to  Dr.  Dimfdale  :  "  I  muft 
fe  re]y  on  you  to  give  me  notice  when  it  is 
u  pofiible  for  me  to  communicate  the  difeafe ; 

*^On  the  1 2th  of  O&ober. 

«  for, 
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«  for,  though  I  could  wifh  to  keep  my  inocula- 
"  tion  a  fecret,  yet  far  be  it  from  me  to  conceal 
"  it  a  moment,  when  it  may  become  hazardous 
<c  to  others,"  The  emprefs,  during  this  in- 
terval, took  part  in  every  amufement  with  her 
ufual  affability,  without  (hewing  the  lead  token 
of  uneafinefs  or  concern  -,  constantly  dined  at  the 
fame  table  with  the  nobility,  and  enlivened 
the  whole  court  with  thofe  peculiar  graces  of 
converfation,  for  which  fhe  was  ever  diftin- 
guifhed*. 

The  grand  duke  fnortly  after  f  fubmitted  to 
the  operation  i  and,  on  his  recovery,  Catharine 

*  Shortly  after  being  inoculated  Catharine  wrote  to 
Voltaire  : — "  I  have  not  kept  my  bed  a  fingle  inftant?  and  I 
**  have  received  company  every  day.  I  am  about  to  have 
**  my  only  fon  inoculated.  The  grand  mailer  of  artillery, 
"  count  Orloff,  that  hero  who  refembles  the  antient 
"  Romans  in  the  bell  times  of  the  republic  (i),  both  in 
"  courage  and  in  generofity,  doubting  whether  he  had  ever 
"  had  the  fmall-pox,  has  puthimfelf  under  the  hands  of  our 
"  Engliihman  ;  and  the  next  day  after  the  operation,  went 
#  to  the  hunt,  in  a  very  deep  fall  of  fnow.  A  great  nura- 
"  ber  of  courtiers  have  followed  his  example,  and  many 
"  others  are  preparing  to  do  fo.  Befides  this,  inoculation 
"  is  now  carried  on  at  Peterfburg,  in  three  feminaries  of 
"  education,  and  in  an  hofpital  eftabliihed  under  the  in^ 
H  fpeftion  of  M.  Dimfdalei" 

|  On  the  ill  of  November. 

( i)  Romans !— the  Orlofis ! 

•rewarded 
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rewarded  the  fervices  of  Dr.  Dimfdale  by  creating 
him  a  baron  of  the  ruffian  empire,  and  appointing 
him  actual  counfeilor  of  date,  and  phyfician  to 
her  imperial  majefty,  with  a  penfion  of  500I.  a 
year,  to  be  paid  him  in  England;  befides 
io,oool.  fterling  which  he  immediately  received ; 
and  alfo  prefented  him  with  a  miniature  picture 
of  herfelf,  and  another  of  the  grand  duke,  as 
a  memorial  of  his  fervices.  Her  majefty  was 
likewife  pleafed  to  exprefs  her  approbation  of 
the  conduct  of  his  fon,  by  conferring  on  him  the 
fame  title,  and  ordering  him  to  be  prefented 
with  a  fuperb  gold  fnufF-box,  richly  fet  with 
diamonds. 

The  examples  of  thefe  illuftrious  perfonages 
had  fuch  immediate  influence,  that  moft  of 
the  nobility  both  at  St.  Peterfburg  and  Mofco 
were  impatient  to  have  their  families  inoculated. 
This  bufinefs  being  happily  accomplished,  baron 
Dimfdale  was  preparing  to  return  to  England, 
and  indeed  was  juft  fetting  out,  when  a  nobleman 
came  to  inform  him  that  the  emprefs  was 
defirous  of  feeing  him.  The  baron  was  much 
concerned  to  find  her  with  every  fymptom  of  a 
pleuretic  fevery  and  therefore  at  her  defire  again 
took  up  his  refidence  in  the  palace.  The 
fymptoms  increafedj  but,  upon  being  bled,  her 
majefty  received  immediate  relief,  and  in  a  Ihort 

time 
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time  the  mod  alarming  fymptoms  abated.  So 
foon  as  the  emprefs  was  recovered,  which  was  in 
about  three  weeks,  the  baron  again  prepared  for 
his  journey  to  England.  Having  taken  his 
leave,  and  received  farther  proofs  of  the  munifi- 
cence of  her  imperial  majefty,  the  baron  was 
attended  to  Riga  by  an  officer  commiffioned 
to  fee  that  every  neceffary  accommodation  mould 
be  provided,  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  his 
firft  arrival  in  the  country  *. 

On  the  3d  of  December  1768,  a  thankfgiving 
fervice  was  performed  in  the  chapel  of  the  palace, 
on  account  of  her  majefty 's  recovery  and  that  of  the 
grand  duke,  from  the  fmall-pox.  The  ceremony, 
was  very  foiemn  and  magnificent.  On  each  fide 
of  the  imperial  chapel,  which  is  a  lofty  and 
fpacious  room  in  the  winter  palace,  is  a  row 
j^f  guilt  ionic  columns.  The  walls  are  covered 
with  taudry  and  ill-executed  pictures  of  ruffian 
faints.  On  the  roof,  over  the  catapetafma  and 
holy  doors,  is  a  reprefentation  of  the  fupreme 
being,  in  the  figure  of  an  old  man  in  white 
raiment.     Within  a  railing  extending  acrofs  the 

*  Before  baron  Dimfdale  took  his  departure  from  St.  Pe- 
terfburg,  the  emprefs  purchased  the  houfe  that  had  been 
*  built  by  baron  Wolff,  formerly  britifh  conful  in  that  city, 
for  the  purpofe  of  converting  it  into  an  inoculation  hofpital, 
which  me  accordingly  did,  and  the  inftitution  is  ftill  fup- 
poited. 

room, 
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room,  and  contiguous  to  the  pillar  neareft  to 
the  holy  doors,  on  the  fouth  fide  flood  the 
emprefs  and  her  Ton,  for,  by  the  greek  ritual, 
no  perfon  is  allowed  to  fit  in  church  j  accordingly 
there  are  no  feats,  not  even  for  the  fovereign, 
who  (lands  all  the  while  under  a  canopy,  when 
not  making  the  ufual  proftrations.  In  the  fame 
area,  and  on  both  fides  of  the  fanfluary,  were 
chorifters  gaudily  apparelled.  AH  the  reft 
of  the  congregation  flood  on  the  outfide  of  the 
baluftrade. 

The   ceremony   opened   with   folemn   vocal 
mufic,  no  other  being  adminicle  in-  the  greek 
church  ;  to  this  fucceeded  the  prayers  and  ejacu- 
lations, which  conftituted  the  firft  part  of  the 
office.     Prefently  the  folding  doors  of  the  holiefl 
were  opened  from  within,  and  difplayed  to  view 
the  penetralia  of  the  temple.     Direclly  oppofit^ 
appeared  a  large  piclure  of  the  defcent  from  the 
crofs  i  on  each  fide  a  gilt  colonnade  of  the  ionic 
order :    in   the   middle   an   altar  covered  with 
golden  tiffue  ;  and  on  the  altar  a  crucifix,  a  three 
armed  candleftick  with  lighted  tapers,  emblem  of 
the    trinity,   and  chalices,  flagons,  patens,  and 
ojther  holy  vefTels,      A   number  of  venerable 
priefts   with   hoary  heads  and  flowing   beards, 
mitres   ftudded  with  precious  flones  of   every 
colour,  and  coftly  robes  of  filk  and  damafk, 

flood 
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ftood  in  folemn  attitudes,  among  the  columns  of 
this  gorgeous  fanctuary.  • 

From  the  adytum,  or  inmoft  recefs,  with  flow 
and  folemn  fteps,  advanced  a  prieft,  bearing  in 
his  hand  a  two  branched  candleftick  with  lighted 
tapers,  emblematic  of  the  hypoftatic  union  of  the 
two  natures  of  the  fon  of  God.  He  was 
followed  in  like  manner  by  another,  reciting 
prayers  as  he  moved  along,  and  fwinging  a  cenfer 
fmoking  with  fragrant  odours.  Advancing 
towards  her  majefty,  he  waved  the  cenfer  thrice 
before  her,  during  which  fhe  feveral  times  grace- 
fully bowed,  and  as  often  made  the  fign  of  the 
crofs  upon  her  bread.  A  third  prieft  fucceeded 
him  bearing  on  his  arms  the  volume  of  the 
gofpel ;  out  of  which  having  read  fome  pafTages 
adapted  to  the  occafion,  he  prefented  it  to  the 
fcnprefs,  who  kitted  it  with  great  devotion. 

The  priefts  then  retired  :  the  folding  doors  of 
the  fanctuary  were  clofed :  the  chorifters  fung  an 
anthem,  and  were  anfwered  by  mufical  voices 
from  within.  The  intonations  were  deep  and 
fublime.  In  a  few  minutes  the  folding  doors 
again  flew  open  j  the  ceremonies  of  the  tapers 
and  incenfe  were  repeated.  Two  priefts  ad- 
vanced, bearing  the  facred  fymbols,  the  bread 
and  wine  of  the  holy  eucharift,  veiled  with  cloth 

of 
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of  gold.  Having  adminiftered  this  *,  they 
retired.  The  doors  were  clofed,  and  the  choral 
harmony  reiumed. 

The  doors  were  opened,  and  the  fame  cere- 
monies a  third  time  repeated.  After  this  the 
metropolitan  afcended  the  pulpit  againft  a  column 
oppofite  to  the  emprefs,  and  delivered  a  dif- 
courfe ;  in  which  he  celebrated  her  refolution 
and  magnanimity ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  his 
fermon  remarked,  <f  that  the  Ruffians  had  bor- 
"  rowed  afliftance  from  Britain,  that  ifland 
<f  famed  for  wifdom,  bravery,  and  virtue." 
The  fermon  ended,  feveral  priefts  came  from 
the  recefs,  and  concluded  the  fervice  with  prayers 
and  benedictions. 

The  fenate  decreed  that  the  event  of  the 
recovery  after  inoculation  of  the  fovereign  and 
his  imperial  highnefs  fhould  be  folemnized  by  an 
anniverfary  feftival,  which  has  been  regularly 
obferved  ever  fince. 

*  In  the  greek  church  the  bread  and  wine  are  mixed  up 
together,  and  adminiftered  with  a  fpoon. 
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CHAP.   VI. 

The  ottoman  porte  declares  war  againfi  Ruffia. —     /  ) 'CO 
Prince  Henry  of  P  ruffia  at   Peter/burg. — A 
ruffian  fquadron3  under  the  command  of  count     .        a 
Alexius  Orloff,  fails  to  the  Archipelago. — Vic-Ji.  0>u 
tories  of  count  Romantzoff. — Capture  of  Bender, 
"—Count  Alexius  Orloff  returns  to  Peterfburg, 
-—His  conduct  in   Italy. — Prince  Dolgorouky 
enters    the  Krimea. — Peftilence    at   Mofco.-—' 
Attempt  to  ajfaffmate  the  king  of  Poland.— r 
Congrejs  at  Fokfhiatii.—Vaffilfchikoff  becomes 
favourite  of  the  emprefs. — Gregory  Orloff  is 
difmijfed  from  court ;  with  other  events  from 
1768  to  1772. 

HJn  the  firft  menaces  held  out  by  Turkey^ 
Catharine,  who  felt  herfelf  not  yet  in  a  condition 
to  make  war  with  advantage,  fufpended  the  fettle- 
ment  of  the  limits  between  Ruffia  and  Poland* 
without,  however,  abandoning  the  hope  of 
feizing  on  a  part  of  that  kingdom,  where  her 
officers  were  continually  haraffmg  and  dividing 
the  inhabitants.  The  flattering  and  fanguine 
expectations  which  had  been  formed  on  the 
conclufions  of  the  late  diet,  and  the  intervention 
of  the  Rufljians  in  the  affairs  of  the   republic, 

were 
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were  totally  overthrown  almoft  as  foon  as  they 
were  conceived  ;  and  that  unfortunate  country 
became  the  theatre  of  the  mofb  cruel  and  com- 
plicated of  all  wars;  partly  civil,  partly  religious, 
and  partly  foreign.  Indeed  the  meafures  rela- 
tive to  the  diet,  as  well  as  thofe  which  had  for 
fome  time  paft  directed  all  the  tranfactions  in 
that  country,  feemed  pregnant  with  fuch  feeds 
of  difcontent,  as  might  well  be  expected  to 
produce,  fooner  or  later,  fome  very  extraordi- 
nary confequences.  We  have  feen  a  foreign 
army,  under  colour  of  friendfhip,  take  pofTef- 
lion  of  a  country  to  which  no  juft  claim  was 
even  pretended  ;  we  have  feen  them,  for  a 
courfe  of  years,  peremptorily  dictate  to  the 
members  of  a  once  great  and  free  nation  the 
meafures  they  fhould  purfue,  and  the  laws  they 
fhould  eftablifh  for  their  own  internal  govern-* 
xtient ;  and  we  have  feen  them  feize  the  fenators 
of  that  nation,  and  fend  them  priibners  to  a 
foreign  country,  for  daring  to  have  an  opinion 
in.  their  own  national  councils.  It  is  not  then  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  the  Poles,  a  brave  and 
haughty  nation,  long  nurfed  in  independence, 
and  whofe  nobles  had  exercifed  in  their  refpec- 
tive  diftricts  an  almoft  unlimited  fovereignty, 
fhould  ill  brook  a  fubmilfion  to  fuch  .unnatural 
acts  of  foreign  power. 

The 
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The  confequences  were  accordingly  fatal. 
The  refentment  excited  by  patriotifm  from  a 
fenfe  of  national  injury  and  difhonour,  being 
embittered  and  enflamed  by  the  fpirit  of  cruelty 
and  animofity,  which  is  almoft  always  infeparable 
from  religious  difputes,  that  unhappy  country 
exhibited,  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1768,  the  /^Ov 
fcenes  of  horror,  calamity,  and  defolation,  which 
are  the  common  concomitants  of  civil  war. 
Citizen  deftroying  citizen  ;  foreigners  drenching 
the  vaft  plains  of  a  great  country  in  the  befl 
blood  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  fields  covered 
with  the  unburied  bodies  of  thofe  who  ufed  to 
till  them,  are  but  a  part  of  the  horrors  of  this 
dreadful  picture.  Some  that  were  moft  impa- 
tient of  the  ruffian  yoke  at  feveral  times  attacked 
their  armies.  Encouraged  by  Aufiria,  and  par- 
ticularly by  France,  they  made  themfelves 
matters  of  the  city  of  Cracow,  of  a  part  of 
Podolia,  and  united  in  the  fortrefs  of  Bar,  the 
name  whereof  was  then  given  to  that  confedera- 
tion, which  became  fo  famous  by  its  enormities 
and  its  misfortunes.  The  emprefs  caufed  rein- 
forcements of  the  troops  to  enter  Poland,  giv- 
ing the  command  of  them  to  lieutenant-general 
Soltikoff.  The  affrighted  confederates  made  a 
fecond  application  to  the  Turks.  The  count 
de  Vergennes,    being  informed  of  this  ftep, 

vol.  11.  m  renewed 


ifo  LIFE    OF    THE 

renewed  his  remonftrances  to  the  divan,  to  de- 
termine it  to  fuccour  the  Poles,  and  to  oppofe 
the  ambitious  defigns  of  Catharine  :  in  which  he 
fucceeded.  The  ambaflfador  of  that  princefs 
was  fhut  up  in  the  prifon  of  feven  towers,  and 
the  reis  effendi  delivered  to  the  foreign  minillers 
a  manifesto*,  by  which  the  grand  fignior  de- 
clared war  againft  Ruffia,  accufing  it  of  having 
infringed  the  treaties,  and  violated  the  territory, 
of  the  ottoman  empire.  The  Turks,  at  the 
fame  time,  announced  that  they  were  about  to 
open  the  campaign  vAth  an  army  of  500,000 
men. 

The  emprefs  dreaded  now  neither  the  threats 
nor  the  undifciplined  multitudes  of  the  ottoman 
forces.     On  the    contrary,    fhe    fhewed   great 
dignity  and  firmnefs.     Upon  the  occafion  of  the 
nQ°6  arreft  of  her  minifter  f  at  Confiantinople,  fhe 

loudly  juftifTed  his  conduct,  and  applauded  his 
fpirit  in  not  making  any  humiliating  conceflions, 
or  fubmitting  to  conditions  that  were  derogatory 
to  the  honour  and  glory  of  the  empire. 

The  conduct  of  the  grand  fignior,  in  regard 
to  the   tranfactions  in   Poland,    was   blamelefs 

:*  This  manifefto-  was  inclofed  in  a  purfe.     See  the  ap- 
pendix to  this  volume. 

t  The  iath  of  Odober  1768. 

and 
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and  irreproachable,  and  entirely  confident  with 
the  character  of  a  good  neighbour  and  faithful 
ally.  The  affairs  of  that  country  had,  for  fome 
years  paft,  greatly  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Porte ;  nor  could  it  indeed  have  been  an  indif- 
ferent fpectator  of  the  meafures  there  lately 
purfued.  The  great  and  growing  power  of  the 
ruffian  empire,  and  the  fupreme  afcendant  it  had 
acquired  in  all  the  tranfactions  of  the  north,  were 
in  themfelves  fufficient  objects  of  jealoufy  to  ib 
near  a  neighbour.  But  the  almott  abfolute 
dominion  which  it  had  lately  acquired,  and  the 
unlimited  authority  it  exercifed,  in  fo  consider- 
able and  extensive  a  country,  and  poffefTed  of 
fuch  great  natural  power,  as  Poland,  was  an 
object  of  fuch  moment,  as  the  fultan  could  not 
poffibly  have  overlooked,  without  giving  up 
every  pretention  to  true  policy,  and  even  to 
common  prudence. 

In  fact,  while  its  kings  were  elected,  its  laws 
panned,  and  its  ftates  governed  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a  ruffian  army,  Poland  could  be  consi- 
dered in  no  other  light  than  as  a  province  to 
that  empire ;  and  the  fplendid  titles  of  kingdom 
and  republic  were  only  a  mockery  and  cruel 
infult  on  its  degradation.  The  Poles  might 
have  urged,  and  the  Turks  might  have  been 
convinced,  that  the  pretences  of  fulfilling  treaties, 
m  2  protecting 
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protecting  the  diflidents,  and  guarding  the  free- 
dom of  election,  was  an  ufeful  fort  of  official 
language,  which  made  a  very  good  figure  on 
paper,  and  had  a  plaufible  effect  in  manifeftos, 
to  the  vulgar,  or  to  thofe  who  were  but  little 
concerned.  But  thefe  glolTes  could  bear  no 
political  teft  of  examination  ;  as  reafons  of  the 
fame  or  a  fimilar  nature  might  be  everlaftingly 
found  for  the  keeping  of  an  army  in  any  coun- 
try, under  pretence  of  friendfhip  or  protection, 
and  at  the  fame  time  converting  it  to  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  a  conquered  province.  In  truth,  the 
fame  reafons  would  have  held,  for  fending  a 
ruffian  army  to  Conftantinople,  to  protect  the 
divan,  to  prevent  riots  among  the  janifTaries,  and 
to  reftore  the  chriftians  in  that  empire  to  their 
ancient  rights  and  privileges. 

Catharine,  however,  had  loft  no  time  in  pre- 
paring for  her  defence ;  and  her  preparations 
were  formidable.  Accordingly,  fhe  caufed  a 
manifefto  to  be  delivered  to  all  the  minifters  of 
the  powers  neutral  or  allied,  and  published  a 
declaration  of  war,  with  the  ufual  forms,  in  the 
public  places  of  Peterfburg. 

1769.  The  ruffian-  armies  began  to  march, 
?^d  foon  extended  from  the  banks  of  the  Da- 
nube to  thofe  of  the  river  Kuban.  The  Tartars 
©f  the  Krimea,  who  had  embraced  the  party  of 

the 
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the  Turks,  were  the  firft  againft  whom  the 
armies  of  Catharine  difplayed  their  prowefs. 
General  Izaakoff  drove  12,000  of  them  out  of 
New  Servia,  which  they  had  entered  under  the 
command  of  their  khan  *.  Matters  of  Azoff 
and  Taganrog,  the  Ruffians  put  thefe  two  places 
into  a  condition  of  refilling  their  ancient  pof- 
leflbrs,  and  laboured,  with  unremitted  induftry, 
in  augmenting  the  little  fquadrons,  which  have 
iince  given  them  the  dominion  of  the  Euxine, 

The  kofaks  of  the  Ukraine  penetrated  into 
Moldavia.  Prince  Gallitzin,  who  commanded 
the  principal  body  of  the  ruffian  army,  paffed 
the  Dniefter,  and  attacked  30,000  Turks  even 
under  the  ramparts  of  Khotyim ;  but  he  was 
repulfedj  and  the  conquerors  purfued  him  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  river. 

That  general  then  publiftied  a  manifefto, 
inviting  all  the  Poles,  who  were  not  of  the  con- 
federation of  Bar,  to  take  arms  againft  that 
confederation.  Soltikoff  had  already  folemnly 
announced  to  his  army,  that  fuch  officers  or 
foldiers  as  mould  take  a  confederate,  and  grant 
him  his  life,  ihould  be  feverely  punifhed. 

Nine  polifh  nobles  foon  after  appeared  in 
Warfaw  with  both  hands   cut  off.     For  this 

*  In  the  month  pf  Mgrch  J  769. 

m  3  mutilation 
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mutilation  they  had  to  accufe  the  ruffian  general 
Drevitch.  The  barbarian  had  acted  in  the 
double  capacity  of  their  judge  and  their  exe- 
cutioner. 

Catharine  recalled  from  Warfaw  prince  Rep- 
nin,  whofe  arrogance  was  difgufting  to  all  the 
Poles,    without    even    excepting   the   warmed 
partizans  of  Ruffia.     That  ambaffador  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  prince  Volkonfky,  who  exerted  him- 
felf -in  vain  to  effect  the  re-confederation  already 
propofed  in  the  manifefto  of  prince  G.:ilitzin. 
The  emprefs  cl  aar]y  law  how  dangerous  it  would 
be  for  her,  if  all  the  Poles  mould  unite  againft 
the  Ruffians.     But  the  efforts  of  her  generals 
and  the  intrigues  of  her  minifters  were  now  of  lefs 
ferviee  to  her  than  the  weaknefs  and  inattention 
of  the  court  of  Veri'ailles.     If  that  court  had  been 
fo  inclined,  the  confederation  of  Bar  would  have 
been  generalized,  the  Porte  powerfully  defended, 
and  Poland  frill  have  been  in  the  number  of  the 
powers  of  Europe  *. 

Long 

*  In  order  to  raife  all  Poland  in  one  confederacy,  the  very- 
eloquent  and  very  able  general  Mokronofky  requefted  of  the 
duke  de  Choifeul  no  more  than  2,000,000  tournois,  ae  a 
fubiidy,  the  acknowledgment  of  count  Vilheorlky  as  mi* 
nifter  of  the  confederation  of  Bar,  and  the  million  of  an 
agent  to  it,  commifficmed  to  fee  that  the  fubfidies  were  well 

applied. 
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Long  before  the  plan  for  the  partition  of 
Poland  was  put  into  execution,  the  emprefs  and 
the  king  of  Pruffia  equally  felt  the  neceffity  o 
conferring  on  that  grand  defign.  But,  thinking 
that  an  interview  between  them  would  not  fai 
of  giving  umbrage  to  the  other  potentates,  and 
that  they  might  perhaps  find  means  for  difcover- 
ing  the  motives  of  it,  they  thought  it  moft  ad- 
vifable  to  decline  it  altogether.  Frederic,  then 
giving  his  inftructions  to  prince  Henry,  his 
brother,  charged  him  with  a  commiffion  to  go 
to  Ruffia.  The  better  to  conceal  the  object  of 
his  journey,  prince  Henry  gave  out,  that  he 
intended  only  to  make  a  vifit  to  his  filler  the 
queen  of  Sweden.  While  he  was  at  Stockholm, 
he  mentioned  that  he  mould  return  to  Pruffia  by 
the  way  of  Denmark.  But  all  at  once  he  feemed 
to  change  his  refolution,  and  yield,  from  com- 
plaifance  to  Catharine,  who,  hearing  that  he 
was  fo  near  her  dominions,  gave  him  prefTing 
invitations  to  come  and  fee  her  at  Peterlburg. 
Thus,  though  prince  Henry  had  quitted  Berlin 
in  no  other  defign  than  to  proceed  to  Ruffia,  he 


applied.  The  duke  de  Choifeul  approved  of  the  plan  ;  but 
was  diffuaded  from  it  by  the  court  of  Vienna,  who  had 
doubtlefs  already  formed  fecret  views,  as  the  partition  of 
Poland  afterwards  made  it  appear, 

M  4  found 
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found  means  to  make  it  believed,  that  he  was 
now  going  upon  an  unpremeditated  journey. 

Prince  Henry  embarked  at  Stockholm  in  a 
galley  *,  that  conveyed  him  as  far  as  Abo,  the 
capital  of  Finland.  From  thence  he  repaired  to 
Peterfburg.  A  chamberlain  of  the  emprefs  was 
difpatched  to  meet  him  on  the  frontiers  of 
Ruffia,  General  Bibikoff  received  him  at  the 
laft  ftation,  before  the  entrance  of  Peterfburg, 
and  conducted  him  to  the  palace  that  had  been 
prepared  for  his  reception,  and  where  the 
minifter  Panin  was  waiting  for  him.  The  prince 
entered  Peterfburg  under  a  difcharge  of  can- 
non, and  every  where  received  the  fame  honours 
that  are  paid  to  fovereigns. 

1770.  The  next  day  he  prefented  himfelf  at 
court  with  a  numerous  fuite,  and  dined  in  public 
with  the  emprefs.  All  that  pafled  this  day  was 
conducted  with  the  moft  rigorous  attention  to 
ceremony  ;  but  afterwards  all  etiquette  was 
banifhed  -,  and  the  emprefs  and  the  prince  might 
fee  and  difcourfe  with  each  other  without  the 
imalleft  reftraint, 

*  The  prince  royal  of  Sweden,  who  reigned  afterwards 
under  the  name  of  Guflavus  III.  and  prince  Frederic 
his  brother,  pafled  the  firft  day  in  the  galley  with  prince. 
Henry.  The  duke  of  Sudermania  was  at  that  time  in 
France^ 

Every 
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Every  day  was  marked  with  fome  feftivity  or 
fome  new  entertainment  *.     It  would  be  fuper- 

fluous 

*  One  of  thefe  is  defcribed  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Richard- 
fon,  then  at  Peterfburg :  "  I  faw  him  [prince  Henry  J 
a  few  nights  ago  at  a  mafquerade  in  the  palace,  faid  to  be  the 
moft  magnificent  thing  of  the  kiud  ever  feen  at  the  ruffian 
court.  Fourteen  large  rooms  and  galleries  were  opened  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  mafks  ;  and  I  was  informed  that 
there  were  prefent  feveral  thoufand  people.  A  great  part  of 
the  company  wore  dominos,  or  capuchin  dreffes  ;  though, 
befides  thefe,  fome  fanciful  appearances  afforded  a  good  deal 
of  amufement.  A  very  tall  kofac  appeared  completely 
arrayed  in  the  "  hauberk's  twilled  mail."  He  was  indeed 
very  grim  and  martial.  Perfons  in  emblematical  dreffes, 
reprefenting  Apollo  and  the  Seafons,  addreffed  the  emprefs 
in  fpeeches  fuited  to  their  characters.  The  emprefs  herfelf, 
at  the  time  I  faw  her  majefty,  wore  a  grecian  habit ;  thoup-b, 
I  v/as  afterwards  told,  that  fhe  varied  her  drefs  two  or  three 
times  during  the  mafquerade.  Prince  Henry  of  PrufHa 
wore  a  white  domino.  Several  perfons  appeared  in  the 
dreffes  of  Chinefe,  Turks,  Perfians,  and  Armenians.  The 
mofl  humorous  and  fantaftical  figure  was  a  Frenchman,  who, 
with  wonderful  nimblenefs  and  dexterity,  reprefented  an 
overgrown,  but  very  beautiful  parrot.  He  chattered  with  a 
great  deal  of  fpirit ;  and  his  moulders,  covered  with  green 
feathers,  performed  admirably  the  part  of  wings.  He 
drew  the  attention  of  the  emprefs  :  a  ring  was  formed  ;  he 
was"  quite  happy  ;  fluttered  his  plumage  ;  made  fine  fpeeches 
In  rufs,  freneh,  and  tolerable  englifh ;  the  ladies  were 
exceedingly  diverted  ;  every  body  laughed  but  prince  Hec  -. 
who  flood  befide  the  emprefs,   and  was  fo  grave  and  fo 

fblernn, 
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fluous  to  enter  into  the  particulars  of  any,  except 
the   feftival   that  was   given  at  Tzarfko-felo  ; 

the 


folemn,  that  he  would  have  performed  his  part  mod  admirably 
in  the  fhape  of  an  owl.  The  parrot  obferved  him ;  was 
determined  to  have  revenge  ;  and,  having  faid  as  many  good 
things  as  he  could  to  her  majefly,  he  was  hopping  away  :  but 
juft  as  he  was  going  out  of  the  circle,  feeming  to  recollect 
himfelf,  he  flopped,  looked  over  his  moulder  at  the  formal 
prince,  and  quite  in  the  parrot  tone  and  french  accent, 
he  addrefied  him  moil  emphatically  with  Henri !  Henri ! 
Henri !  and  then,  diving  into  the  crowd,  difappeared.  His 
royal  highnefs  was  cHfconcerted ;  he  was  forced  to  fmile 
in  his  own  defence,  and  the  company  were  not  a  little  amufed. 
— At  midnight  a  fpacious  hall  of  a  circular  form,  capable  of 
containing  a  vail  number  of  people,  and  illuminated  in  the 
moll  magnificent  manner,  was  fuddenly  open«d.  Twelve 
tables  were  placed  in  alcoves  around  the  fides  of  the  room, 
where  the  emprefs,  prince  Henry,  and  150  of  the  chief 
nobility  and  foreign  miniilers,  fat  down  to  fupper.  The 
reft  of  the  company  went  up  by  ftairs  on  the  outfide  of 
the  room,  into  the  lofty  galleries  all  round  the  infide.  Such 
a  row  of  mafked  vifages,  many  of  them  with  grotefque 
features,  and  buihy  beards,  nodding  from  the  fide  of  the 
wall,  appeared  very  ludicrous  to  thofe  below.  The  enter- 
tainment was  enlivened  by  a  concert  of  mufic ;  and  at 
different  intervals  perfons  in  various  habits  entered  the  hall, 
and  exhibited  kofac,  chinefe,  polifli,  fwedifh,  and  tartar 
dances.  The  whole  was  fo  gorgeous,  and  at  the  fame  time 
fo  fantaftic,  that  I  could  not  help  thinking  myfelf  prefent  at 

fomc 
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tlie  magnificence  of  which  is  deferring  to  be 
remembered. 


fome  of  the  magnificent  feftivals  defcribed  in  the  old-fafhioned 
romances  : 

■ the  marihal'd  feaft 

Served  up  in  hall  with  fewers  and  fenefhals. 

The  reft  of  the  company,  on  returning  to  the  rooms  adjoin- 
ing, found  prepared  for  them  alfo   a   fumptuous  banquet. 
The  mafquerade  began  at  fix  in  the  evening,   and  continued 
till  five  next  morning. — Befides  the  mafquerade  and  other . 
feftivities,   in  honour  and  for  the  diverflon  of  prince  Henry, 
we  had  lately  a  moil  magnificent  ihow  of  fire-works.     They 
were  exhibited  in  a  wide  fpace  before  the  winter  palace  ;  and 
in   truth,  "  beggared  description."      They  difplayed,    by 
a  variety  of  emblematical  figures,  the  reduction  of  Moldavia, 
Vallachia,  Belfarabia,  and  the  various  conquefts  and  victories 
atchieved  fince  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war.     The 
various  colours,  the  bright  green,  and  the  fnowy  white,  ex- 
hibited in  thefe  fire-works,  were  truly  aftonifhing.     For  the 
fpace  of  twenty  minutes,  a  tree  adorned  with  the  lovelieft  and 
moft  verdant  foliage,   feemed  to  be  waving  as  with  a  gentle 
breeze.     It  was   entirely  of  fire ;    and  during  the  whole 
of  this  ftupendous  fcene,  an  arch  of  fire,  by  the  continued 
throwing  of  rockets  and  fire-balls  in  one  direction,  formed  as 
1    it  were  a  fuitable  canopy.     On  this  occafion  a  prodigious 
multitude   of  people   was  affembled  ;    and  the  emprefs,  it 
was  furmifed,  feemed  uneafy.     She  was  afraid,  it  was  appre- 
hended, left  any  accident,  like  what  happened  at  Paris  at  the 
marriage  of  the  dauphin,  fhould  befall  her  beloved  people." 
Anecdotes  of  the  ruffian  empire,  p.  327. 

1 1  Tzarfko- 
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Tzarfko-felo,  or  the  feat  of  the  tzars,  the 
fixed  fummer-refidence  of  Catharine  II.  lies  in 
an  open,  pleafant  country,  diverfified  by  gende 
elevations  and  fpots  of  foreft,  at  the  diftance  of 
24  verfts  from  Petersburg.  The  fpace  of  the 
whole  grounds  belonging  to  the  palace  comprifes 
420,000  fquare  fathoms.  This  princely  feat 
owes  its  origin  to  Catharine  I.  and  its  extenfion 
and  embellifrimcnt  to  the  emprefs  Elizabeth ; 
but  for  its  elegant  completion  and  the  greater 
part  of  its  prefent  magnificence,  it  is  indebted 
to  the  creative  reign  of  Catharine  II. 

The  columns  that  mark  the  verfts  on  the  road 
from  town  to  Tzarfko-felo,  are,  like  thofe  on 
the  Peterhoff  road,  of  marble,  jafper,  and  gra- 
nite. On  the  two  fides  of  the  way  are  11 00 
globular  lamps,  which  on  public  occafions,  when 
the  court  is  at  Tzarfko-felo,  are  lighted.  Along 
the  road  the  traveller  is  delighted  with  the  view 
of  private  gardens  and  country-houfes,  though 
neither  in  number  nor  elegance  and  diverfity 
to  be  compared  with  thofe  -on!  the  road  to 
Peterhoff.  Between  the  fixth  and  feventh  verft- 
flones  are  feen  the  walls  of  the  palace  of 
Tichefme,  rifing  from  a  fwampy-  plain  over- 
grown with  bufhes.  This  palace,  which  is  in 
the  form  of  a  triangle,  is  built  entirely  in  the 
gothic  tafte,  with  old  gothic  ornaments,  lofty 

windows, 
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windows,  painted  glafs,  little  turrets.  The  infide 
is  remarkable  for  a  very  good  collection  of' 
portraits  of  all  the  princes  of  Europe,  that  were 
reigning  about  the  year  1775,  and  their  families, 
the  greater  part  whereof  were  prefents  from 
the  feveral  princes  themfelves.  The  grounds 
about  it  are  laid  out  in  the  engliih  ftyle. 

Five  or  fix  verfts  farther  on  is  a  village  of 
german  colonifts  5  after  which  there  is  no  other 
object  of  confequence,  till,  at  the  extremity  of  a 
thick  forefl,  Tzarfko-felo,  the  grandeft  of  all  the 
imperial  palaces,  appears.  On  the  left  hand  is 
the  wall  of  the  park,  and  oppofite  two  lofty 
portals,  practifed  through  a  fteep  and  rugged 
artificial  rock,  on  the  top  of  the  higheft  whereof 
is-  a  chinefe  temple.  On  pafiing  through  this 
entrance,  on  the  right  hand  is  a  canal  and  beyond 
it  the  palace,  and  on  the  left  a  chinefe  village^ 
through  which  the  road  lies  over  a  chinefe  bridge 
into  the  park.  The  road  extends  to  the  neigh- 
bouring town  of  Sophia,  through  a  coloflfal  gate 
of  caft  iron.  The  palace  itfelf  forms  an  amphi- 
theatre, with  the  building  oppofite  to  the  prin- 
cipal front.  On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  garden 
are  two  rows  of  large  houfes  for  the  people 
belonging  to  the  palace,  and  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  travellers. 

The 
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The  outfide  of  the  palace  is  grand  from  it3 
magnitude,  and  dazzling  by  its  gilded  orna- 
ments. Jt  confifts  of  three  ftorirs,  and  has  a 
wing  on  either  fide,  one  of  which  is  the  chapel, 
and  the  other  the  imperial  baths.  The  central 
part  was  inhabited  by  her  majefty.  Here  a 
marble  flaircafe  leads  up  to  the  fecond  liory,  in 
which  are  the  ftate  apartments  to  the  fide  of  the 
court-yard,  and  the  proper  dwelling  rooms  look 
to  the  gardens.  The  generality  of  the  former  are 
fitted  up  and  furnifhed  in  the  richeft  and  coftlieft 
manner  in  materials  of  every  kind,  and  in  fuch 
elegant  magnificence,  that  travellers,  after  vifit- 
ing  other  countries,  unanimoufly  declare,  they 
know  nothing  of  the  kind  with  which  it  can 
be  compared.  A  defcription  of  thefe,  with  the 
gardens,  will  certainly  not  be  expected  here  -,  as 
it  would  require  a  peculiar  work  of  feveral 
volumes  for  that  purpofe.  Only  this  cannot 
be  overlooked,  that  Catharine,  amidft  the  cre- 
ations of  her  capacious  mind,  had  here  devoted 
a  little  temple  of  fimple  architecture  to  folitary 
retirement  and  calm  reflection,  in  which,  fur- 
rounded  by  books  and  the  beautiful  fcenery 
of  nature,  fhe  fometimes  forgot  her  immenfe 
fphere  of  action,  to  indulge  in  the  quiet  enjoy- 
ments of  meditation. 

From 


EMPRESS    CATHARINE  II.  I75 

From  the  fouth  wing  of  the  palace  projects  an 
arcade,  fifty  fathoms  in  length,  over  which  is 
a  covered  colonnade  of  marble  columns. — The 
gardens  are  laid  out  in  the  englifh  manner,  and 
are  unufually  fpacious.  Among  the  remarkable 
works  in  thefe  gardens  that  are  fufceptible  of  de- 
fcription  are  principally  the  following  objects : 
a  fmall  temple,  containing  the  choicer!  collection 
of  antique  and  modern  ftatues  ;  a  folitude  for 
a  rural  repair. ;  together  with  a  hermitage  j  a 
fuperb  bath,  which  may  vie  with  any  thing  that 
antient  Rome  could  produce  ;  picturefque  ruins; 
a  little  town,  with  its  ftreets  and  fquares,  &c.  in 
memory  of  the  taking  poffeffion  of  Tavrida, 
with  many  others.  Two  artificial  lakes,  con- 
nected by  a  rivulet,  acrofs  which  is  a  marble 
bridge  copied  from  that  in  Stowe-gardens.  On 
an  ifland  in  one  of  thefe  lakes  is  a  turkiih 
mofque,  on  the  Other  a  fpacious  hall  for  mufical 
entertainments.  In  a  wood  appears  a  pyramid 
of  granite  in  the  Egyptian  form,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  which  are  two  lofty  columns. 

Tzarfko-felo,  the  magnificent  fanctuary  of 
nature  and  art,  pretends  alfo  to  be  the  grandeft 
temple  of  merit.  Formed  of  the  radical  moun- 
tains of  our  earth,  monuments  of  great  atchieve- 
ments  here  tower  aloft,  fearlefs  of  the  deftructive 
revolutions  of  time.     A  marble  obeiifk  records 

,  the 
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the  victory  near  Kagul,  and  the  conqueror  Ro- 
mantzoff-Sadunaifkoi.  To  the  day  of  Tfchefmc 
and  the  hero  Orloff-Tfchefmenfkoi'  a  marble 
pillar  on  a  pedeftal  of  g'unitc  is  dedicated. 
A  fuperb  triumphal  arch  proclaims  the  patriotic 
courage  of  prince  Orloff,  with  which  he  oppofed 
himfelf  to  the  infurrection  and  the  peftilence 
that  raged  in  the  capital,  and  overcame  them 
both.  A  roftral  column  perpetuates  the  con- 
queft  of  the  Morea  and  the  name  Feodor  Orloff. 
The  reft  of  the  gardens  are  filled  with  objects 
that  keep  the  admiration  of  the  beholder  on 
its  utmoft  ftretch. 

It  was  at  this  grand  feat  of  magnificence  and 
tafte,  that  Catharine  gave  the  famous  entertain- 
jnent  to  prince  Henry  of  Pruffia.  At  the  coming 
on  of  the  night,  the  emprefs,  the  grand  duke, 
prince  Henry,  and  feveral  perfons  of  the  court, 
to  the  number  of  16,  feated  themfelves  in  an 
immenfe  f±edge  drawn  by  16  horfes,  covered 
and  inclofed  by  double  glaffes,  which  reflected 
the  numberlefs  images  of  the  objects  both 
within  and  without.  The  fledge,  followed  by 
upwards  of  2000  others,  fet  out  from  Peterfburg: 
every  perfon  of  the  whole  company  being 
mafked,  and  drefied  either  in  a  fancy-habit  or 
a  domino. 


At 
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At  the  difta'nce  of  two  verfts  from  town,  the 
train  of  fledges  paffed  under  an  immenfe  tri- 
umphal arch,  illuminated  with  lamps  of  various 
colours,  and  adorned  with  tranfparent  emblems6 
At  every  fucceeding  verft  was  fome  grand 
ftruclure,  a  pyramid  of  lamps,  a  magnificent 
temple,  illuminated  colonnades,  or  fire-works  in 
full  difplay  -,  and  oppofite  to  thefe  at  every  verft 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  road  was  a  houfe  of 
public  entertainment  erected  for  the  purpofe, 
where  nifties  ■  of  both  fexes,  fhepherds  and 
fhepherdeffes,  were  dancing  and  amufing  them- 
felves  in  various  ways  as  at  a  country  wake : 
every  public-houfe  of  this  fort  re  pre  fen  ting  fome 
different  nation,  all  the  people  being  habited 
in  the  drefs  of  the  country  the  inhabitants  of 
which  they  perfonated ;  the  mufic  and  the  dances 
likewife  in  ftrict  conformity  with  the  habits. 
At  other  intervals,  vaulting,  tumbling,  inter- 
ludes, &c.  were  performing. 

At  about  two  verfts  from  the  palace  of  Tzarfko- 
felo  a  high  mountain  rofe  to  view,  feen  through 
an  avenue  cut  in  the  wood,  representing  mount 
Vefuvius  during  an  eruption,  darting  torrents  of 
flames,  and  illuminating  the  atmofphere  to  a 
great  diftance.  This  artificial  eruption  con- 
tinued during  all  the  time  the  fledges  paffed 
in  fight  of  the  mountain,  till  they  entered  the 
vol.  ii.  n  lofty 
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lofty  portal  through  the  rock  into  the  chinefe 
village,  and  through  it  to  the  palace. 

The  infide  of  the  palace  of  Tzariko-felo  was 
lighted  by  an  infinite  number  of  wax-lights. 
In  various  apartments  the  company  danced  two 
hours.  All  at  once  a  grand  difcharee  of  cannon 
was  heard,  on  which  the  ball  ceafed,  the  candles 
were  extinguifhed,  and  all  the  people  ran  to 
the  windows,  where  they  enjoyed  the  fight  of 
magnificent  fireworks  the  whole  length  of 'the 
palace.  This  having  lafted  for  fbme  time,  a 
thundering  difcharge  of  artillery  was  heard  again ; 
when  all  the  candles  were  alight  once  more  as  if 
by  enchantment,  and  a  fplendid  fupper  was 
already  ferved  up.  After  rifing  from  table, 
the  dances  continued  till  a  late  hour  in  the 
morning.  < 

Catharine,  during  the  whole  of  her  reign,  gave 
frequent  entertainments  to  the  public,  which 
though  inferior  to  this,  were  yet  conducted  with 
a  magnificence  not  to  be  exceeded  in  any  court 
of  Europe. 

Prince  Henry  during  his  ftay  at  Petersburg, 
pafTed  all  his  evenings  in  company  with  the 
emprefs,  in  the  favourite  fuite  of  apartments 
which  that  princefs  called  her  hermitage. 

We  ought  not  perhaps  any  longer  to  delay 

giving  fome  account  of  this  fumptuous  edifice, 

9  for 
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for  fo  It  mould  be   ftyjed  rather  than  a   fuite 
of  apartments,   which,  under  the  modeft  appel- 
lation of  an  hermitage,  contains  every  thing  that 
the   mod   exquifite  luxury  could  combine.     It 
occupies  a  fpacious  building  contiguous  to -the 
imperial  palace,  with  which  it  communicates  by 
a  covered  paffage  over  an  arch.     This  ftructure* 
which  Catharine  devoted  to  focial  recreation  and 
the  pleafures  of  familiar  converfe,  is  perhaps  the 
only  one  of  its  kind  that  has  ever  been  built 
by  queens  and  empreffes  for  this  purpofe.     It 
liad  every  property  that  could  render  it  delight- 
ful to  the  elect  circle   of  her  intimates.     The 
treafures    of   art   and    induftry   with   which   ic 
abounds  are  not  here  to  be  defcribed  ;  but  a  fhort 
account  of  fome  of  the  remarkable  particulars 
of  this  palace  it  would  be  unpardonable  to  omit. 
Here  is  the  private  library  of  the  emprefs ;  the 
pidure-gallery,  in  which  the  famous  Houghton- 
colleclion  makes  but  a  fmall  figure  ;  Raphael's 
gallery,  built  exactly  to  the  dimenfions  of  that  of 
the  Vatican,  with  excellent  copies  of  all  the  paint-  ' 
ings>    corner-pieces,    and   other  ornaments   of 
exactly  the  fame  fize  and  in  the  fame  fituations ; 
a  cabinet  of  medals,   and  another  of  coins ;   a 
collection  of  copper-plate  engravings;    a  col- 
ledion  of  natural  hiftory,  particularly  mineralogy; 
a  collection  of  curious  pieces  of  art;  a  colleftion 

N   2  Qf 
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of  models  of  mechanical  inventions ;  a  cabinet: 
of  antique  and  modern  gemsj  not  to  mention 
the  extraordinary  works  of  art  which  compofe 
the  furniture  of  thefe  apartments*.  Here  and 
there  are  placed  the  bufts  of  great  men.  It  is 
in  one  of  thefe  rooms  that  the  elegant  bufl  of 
Mr.  Charles  James  Fox  ftands  in  the  middle 
of  a  marble  chimney-piece  between  two  others. 
Some  chambers  are  deftined  to  mufical  entertain- 
ments, another  to  billiards,  and  others  to  various 
games.  One  of  them  opens  into  a  pleafure- 
garden  upon  arches,  with  furnaces  beneath  them 
in  winter  to  keep  up  a  gentle  heat;  fo  that 
in  the  moft  rigorous  leafons,  here  are  gathered 
the  peach  and  the  ananas,  the  hyacinth  and  the 
rofe.  The  whole  of  this  garden  is  covered  with 
a  fine  brafs  wire,  that  the  beautiful  and  rare  birds 
from  all  countries  that  fly  among  the  trees  and 
bufhes,  or  hop  about  the  grafs-plots  and  gravel- 
walks,  and  which  the  emprefs  ufed  frequently  to 
feed  from  her  hand,  may  not  efcape.  Here, 
in  the  midft  of  winter,  Catharine,  with  thofe 
whom  me  admitted  to  her  converfation,  would 
walk  on  lawns  and  gravel,  beneath  the  branches 

*  A  great  part  of  the  paintings  in  the  hermitage  are 
from  the  famous  cabinet  of  Crozat,  which  the  emprefo 
caufed  to  be  bought  at  Paris. 

Of 
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of  verdant  trees,  and  amidft  fruits  an]  flowers  of 
every  kind. 

Above  this  is  a  terrace,  where  is  a  fecond 
garden,  in  the  afiatic  tafte;  but  this  can  only 
be  enjoyed  during  the  fummer  feafon.  A  co- 
vered gallery  leads  from  this  enchanted  palace 
into  the  court-theatre,  at  the  performances  of 
which,  likewife,  only  a  felecl:  company  ever 
appeared. 

The  other  apartments  of  the  hermitage  are 
two  large  halls  ornamented  with  great  elegance, 
and  a  dining-room,  in  which  dinner  is  ferved 
by  a  mechanical  apparatus,  which  renders  the 
attendance  of  fervants  entirely  unnecefTary,  by 
prefenting  the  dimes  on  fmall  tables  which 
rife  through  trap-doors.  The  company  take 
their  feats  j  and  each  of  them,  on  wifhing 
to  change  his  plate,  has  only  to  ftrike  it  in 
the  centre,  and  it  falls  through  the  table,  and 
through  the  floor,  ftarting  up  again  and  fet- 
tling in  its  place,  having  upon  it  whateyer  was 
written  on  the  fcrap  of  paper  that  defcended 
with  it.  At  a  certain  fignal  all  the  plates  and 
dimes  defcend,  and  others  with  the  fecond  courfe 
prefently  appear. 

Prince    Henry  expreffed   his   defire   to   fee 
Mofco.     The    fledges  were   immediately  pre- 
pared -3   and  he  was  tranfported  thither   with 
,  n  3  extra'- 
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extraordinary  rapidity.  Three  weeks  afterwadrs 
he  was  already  back  in  St.  Peterfburg. 

Among  the  various  prefents  which  he  received 
of  the  emprefs  was  obferved  the  ftar  of  the  order 
of  St.  Andrew,  full  of  very  large  brilliants,  toge- 
ther with  a  fmgle  diamond  valued  at  40,000 
rubles.  The  portrait  of  Catharine  Was  inclofed 
in  this  ring  *. 

However,  neither  feftivities  nor  pleafures 
prevented  prince  Henry  from  accompliihing  the 
fecret  object  of  his  journey,  In  the  private  con- 
ventions which  he  had  with  the  emprefs,  the 
difmemberrnent  of  Poland  was  refolved   on  f, 

Catharine 

*  The  emprefs,  moreover,  prefented  him  with  a  col- 
lection of  medals  in  gold,  and  a  variety  of  rich  furs.  She 
alfo  made  great  prefents  to  all  the  perfons  of  his  fuite. 

f  A  letter  written  at  the  time  by  Mr.  profeffor  Richard- 
fon,  of  Glafgovv,  at  that  time  in  the  family  of  the  late  lord 
Cathcart,  ambaifador  at  St.  Peterfburg,  as  tutor  to  the 
prefent  lord,  difcovers  fuch  acutenefs  of  perfpicaeity,  as, 
fince  the  event,  to  have  the  air  of  prophecy,  that  it  is  ira- 
poilible  to  refill  the  making  the  following  extract  from  it. 
It  Hands  the  xlift  in  his  collection,  and  bears  date  Jan.  4, 
/7  7  /  177  1  : — "  This  city,  fince  the  beginning  of  winter,  has 

"  exhibited  a  continued  fcene  of  feitivity  and  amufements : 
feails,  ball;:,  concerts,  plays,  operas,  fireworks,  and  mafque- 
rad'es  in  conitant  fucccfiion ;  and  all  in  honour  of,  and  to 
divert,  his  royal  highnefs  prince  Henry  of  Pruflia,  the 
famous  brother  of  the  prefent  king.     Yet  his  royal  highnefs 

does 
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Catharine  and  Frederic  were  equally  defirous  of 
undertaking    this    difmemberment  $    but   they 

could 


does  not  feem  much  diverted.  He  looks  at  them  as  an  old 
cat  looks  at  the  gambols  of  a  young  kitten  ;  or  as  one  who 
had  higher  fport  going  on  in  his  own  mind,  than  the  paf- 
time  of  fiddling  and  dancing.  He  came  here  about  the 
beginning  of  November,  on  pretence  of  a  friendly  vifit  to 
the  emprefs,  to  have  the  happinefs~of  waiting  on  fo  magna- 
nimous a  princefs  ;  and  to  fee  with  his  own  eyes  the  progrefs 
of  thofe  immenfe  improvements  fo  highly  celebrated  by 
Voltaire,  and  thofe  french  writers  who  receive  gifts  from 
her  majefty.  As  the  queen  of  Sheba  had  heard  of  king 
Solomon's  "  acts  and  wifdom,"  and  "  came  to  fee  whether 
"  flie  had  heard  a  true  report  of  them  in  her  own  land  ;"  fo 
alfo  this  royal  prince  hath  come  to  vifit  this  mighty  princefs. 
It  may  be  too  that,  like  the  queen  of  Sheba,  he  is  come  to 
prove  her  majefty  with  "  hard  queftions  ;"  if  fo,  he  may 
depend  upon  getting  anfwers  to  all  his  queilions  ;  and  if  he 
has  any  defires  which  lhe  can  grant,  me  will  "  grant  him 
"  his  heart's  defire."  I  could,  with  the  greateft  eafe, 
make  out  an  exa£t  parallel,  in  which  the  precious  ftones, 
the  camels,  and  affes,  brought  by  the  fheban  potentate  to 
Jerufalem,  would,  I  affure  you,  make  no  contemptible  figure. 
But  do  you  ferioully  imagine,  that  this  creature  of  ikin  and 
bone  mould  travel  through  Sweden,  whence  he  is  come  at 
prefent,  and  Finland  and  Poland,  all  for  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  the  metropolis  and  emprefs  of  Ruffta  ?  Other  princes 
may  purfue  fuch  paftime;  but  the  princes  of  the  houle  of 
Brandenburg  fly  at  a  nobler  quarry.  Or  is  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  as  a  tame  fpectator,  to  reap  no  advantage  from  the 
troubles  of  Poland  and  the  turkifh  war?  What  is  the 
n  ^  meaajng 
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could  not  do  it  without  a  third  ally.     If  Maria 
Therefa    had    been    ft  ill   fole    miflrefs   of   the 

empire, 


meaning  of  his  late  conferences  with  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many ?  Depend  upon  it,  thefe  planetary  conjunctions  are 
the  forerunners  of  great  events.  Time,  and  perhaps  a  few 
months,  may  unfold  the  fecret.  You  will  recolledt  the 
figns,  when  you  fhall  hear  after  this  of  changes,  ufurp- 
pations,  and  revolutions.  Prince  Henry  of  Pruffia  is  or:e"  cf 
the  molt  celebrated  generals  of  the  prefent  age.  So  great 
are  his  military  talents,  that  his  brother,  who  is  not  apt  to 
pay  compliments,  fays  of  him,  that  in  commanding  an  army 
he  was  never  known  to  commit  a  fault.  This,  however,  is 
but  a  negative  kind  of  praife.  He  referves  to  himfelf  the 
glory  of  fuperior  genius,  which,  though  capable  of  bril- 
liant achievements,  is  yet  liable  to  unwary  miftakes  ;  and 
allows  him  no  other  than  the  praife  of  correctnefs.  Tq 
judge  of  him  by  his  appearance,  I  ihould  form  no  high 
eftimate  of  his  abilities.  But  the  fcythian  ambaiTadors 
judged  in  the  fame  manner  of  Alexander  the  great.  He  is 
under  the  middle  fize,  very  thin,  he  walks  firmly  enough, 
or  rather  llruts,  as  if  he  wanted  to  walk  firmly  ;  and  has 
"tittle  dignity  in  his  air  or  gefture.  He  is  dark-complexioned ; 
and  he  wears  his  hair,  which  is  remarkably  thick,  clubbed, 
and  dreffed  with  a  high  tcupee.  His  forehead  is  high  ;  his 
eyes  large,  with  a  little  fquint ;  and  when  he  fmiles,  his 
upper  lip  is  drawn  up  a  little  in  the  middle.  His  look 
expreffes  fagacity  and  observation ;  but  nothing  very  ami- 
able :  and  his  manner  is  grave  and  ftiff,  rather  than  affable. 
He  was  dreffed,  when  I  firft  iaw*him,  in  a  light  blue  frock, 
with  filver  frogs ;  and  wore  a  red  waiftcoat  and  blue 
breeches.     He  is  not  very  popular  among  the  Ruffiaris  ;  and 

*  accord-? 
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empire,  they  would  not  perhaps  have  fucceeded 
in  making  her  a  fharer  in  fo  unjuft  a  fpoliation, 
Jofeph  II.  was  not  fo  difficult.  Turkey,  France, 
England,  might  alfo  have  maintained  the  treaties 
of  which  they  were  the  guarantees;  but  thefe 
powers  were  fo  eafily  deceived,  or  fo  indifferent 
to  the  fate  of  other  nations,  that  Catharine  faid 
to  prince  Henry,  "  I  will  frighten  Turkey  j  I 
"  will  flatter  England ;  do  you  take  upon  you 
<c  to  buy  over  Auftria,  that  fhe  may  amufe 
<f  France." 

Prince  Henry  knew  fo  well  the  difpofitions  of 
Jofeph  II.  and  of  his  minifter  Kaunitz,  that  he 
acted  as  if  he  had  been  already  in  concert  with 
them.  He  fettled  with  Catharine  the  conditions 
to  be  obferved  in  the  difmemberment  of  Poland, 
and  fixed  the  extent  of  territory  that  each  of  the 
powers  in  this  copartnerfhip  fhould  appropriate 


accordingly  their  wits  are  difpofed  to  amufe  themfelves  with 
his  appearance,  and  particularly  with  his  toupee.  They 
fay  he  refembles  Sampfon  ;  that  all  his  ftrength  lies  in  his 
hair  ;  and  that,  confeious  of  this,  and  recolle&ing  the  fate 
of  the  fon  of  Manoah,  he  fuffers  not  the  nigh  approaches 
of  any  deceitful  Dalilah.  They  fay  he  is  like  the  comet, 
which,  about  fifteen  months  ago,  appeared  fo  formidable 
in  the  ruffian  hemifphere ;.  and  which,  exhibiting  a  fna  11 
watery  bedy,  but  a.  moll  enormous  train,  difmayed  the 
northern  and  eaflern  potentates  "  with  fear  of  change." 
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to  itfelf.  However,  the  treaty  between  them 
was  not  figned  till  two  years  afterwards  *. 

The  war  continued  to  rage  with  fury  on  the 
frontiers  of  Turkey  ;  and  while  it  cherifhed  in 
the  mind  of  Catharine  the  ambition  of  conqueft, 
it  ferved  alfo  as  a  military  fchool  to  the  Ruffians. 
Prince  Gallitzin,  humiliated  at  his  defeat,  made 
a  frefh  attempt  againfr.  Khotyim.  It  was  not 
more  fuccefsful  than  the  former.  Sixty  thou- 
fand  Turks  marched  to  the  defence  of  that 
place  ;  they  defended  it  bravely,  and  purfued 
the  Ruffians  quite  into  Poland  :  but  being  van- 
quifhed  in  their  turn,  they  retreated  to  Mol- 
davia. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  campaign  the  Turks 
fought  with  great  courage  and  obftinacy;  but 
the  ignorance  of  their  generals,  and  the  diforder 
that  reigned  in  their  armies,  often  colt  them 
a  defeat.  After  ten  months  of  war,  their  army 
was  almoft  entirely  deftroyed,  and  the  fortrefs  of 
Khotyim,  which  it  had  at  firft  fo  valiantly  de- 
fended, was  abandoned  without  refiitance  to  200 
ruffian  grenadiers. 

The  emprefs,  on  hearing  that  when  the 
Turks  were  purfuing  prince  Gallitzin,  they  had 
entered  on  the  poliili  territory,  pretended  that 

*  It  was  figned  at  Peterfburg  in  the  month  of  February 

Poland 
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Poland  ought  not  to  fuffer  with  impunity  this 
infraction  of  the  treaty  of  Carlovitz.  Staniflaus 
Auguftus  and  the  fenate  of  Warfaw,  always 
fubmiffive  to  the  good  pleafure  of  Catharine, 
declared  war  againft  the  Porte.  This  pro- 
cedure, however,  added  nothing  to  the  forces 
of  the  Ruffians.  What  exertions  could  be 
made  by  a  country  without  an  army,  without 
money,  and  a  prey  to  all  the  horrors  of 
anarchy  ? 

But  Catharine  conceived  a  project  more  wor- 
thy   of  her  genius.     While   her   armies   were 
haraffing   the  Ottomans  on   the   banks    of  the 
Pruth,  the  Danube,  and  the  Dniefler,  and  her 
fleets  were  triumphing  on  the  Euxine,  me  re-     ,    , 
folved  to  attack  them  even  in  the  ifles  of  Greece.  jJ&*>    (TV 
Pier  minifters  were  againft  this  plan,  excepting    a  >fe£x&\ 
count  Ivan    Chernicheff  and   Gregory    Orloff.   V 
Catharine,  however,  fet  about  the  proper  mea- 
fures  for  executing  her  darling  fcheme.     The 
dock-yards    of  Archangel,    of  Cronftadt,    and 
Reval,  now  fwarmed  with  workmen  from  all 
parts  of  the  country;  and  the  keels  of  as  many 
mips  as  could  be  begun  atone  time  were  imme- 
diately laid  i  the   main  timbers  of  thefe  mips 
were  of  oak,  and  the  other  parts  of  fir.     She 
exerted  herfelf  to  keep  up  the  beft  underftand- 


tif 
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ing   with  the   two   maritime  powers,  England 
and  Denmark.     For  the  improvement  of  her 
fea-officers,  fhe  had  before  engaged  Englifhmen 
m  her  fervice,  the  number  of  whom  was  now 
doubled.     Others  fhe  fent  to  Malta,  to  make 
themfelves  acquainted  with  the  art  of  managing 
the  gallies.     In  order  to   accuftom    the  lower 
clafTes.  of  the  marine,  from  the  captain  to  the 
cabin-boy,  to  feas  as  yet  unknown  to  them,  fhe 
ordered  a  new-built  frigate,  the  Nadejeda  Blo- 
gopolutfhik   (the   Succefsful  Hope)   to  be  got 
ready  for  fea,  and  invited  fome   merchants  of 
Peterfburg  to  make  ventures  in  it  for  a  direct 
commerce  with  the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean. 
The  emprefs  undertook  to  provide  the  crew, 
and  in  all  other  refpecls  to  be  an  equal  partner  in 
the  trade  with  the  reft.     This  being  fettled,  the 
command    was    given    to   captain  Pieftfcheyef. 
This  was  the  firft  (hip  which  bore  the  ruffian  flag 
in  the  Mediterranean  :  it  was  out  on  the  voyage 
two  years,  and  in  that  time  vifited  almoft  all  the 
ports  of  that  fea.     Able  and  experienced  officers', 
efpecially  from  the  britifti  navy,  readily  entered 
wl^t  ttffH  **tfo  tne   imperii   fervice ;    Elphinflon,  Greig, 
Tate,  Dugdale,  and  many  others,  not  to  men- 
tion fir  Charles  Knowles,  who  acted  more  as 
fuperintendant  and  director  of  the  dock-yards 

than 
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than  in  a  ftrictly  naval  capacity  * :  even  the 
pilots  on  board  the  fleet,  befide.s  native  Ruffians, 
confifted  of  Englishmen,  Danes,  and  Dutch. 
The  emprefs  concluded  a  particular  treaty  with 
Denmark,  by  which  that  kingdom  was  to  keep 
in  conftant  rcadinefs  800  feamen  for  the  fervicc 
of  Ruffia.  And  laftly,  fhe  requefted  of  the 
maritime  powers  a  friendly  reception  and  affirm- 
ance to  her  fhips  of  war.  England  and  Tufcany 
fully  complied  with  this  requeft  $  Malta  con- 
fented  that  three  ruffian  men  of  war,  but  no  more 
at  one  time,  fhould  enter  the  port  of  la  Valetta ; 
France,  Spain,  Venice,  and  Naples,  would  admit 
only  merchant-fhips  from  that  country  in  their 
ports.  ,^ 

Accordingly,  in  September  1769,  what  no  }/  (Otf 
one  would  have  believed,  two  fquadrOns  of 
ruffian  men  of  war  failed  from  Archangel  and 
Reval,  which  were  foon  followed  by  others  from 
the  Baltic,  and  fteered  their  hitherto  unattempted 
courfe  for  the  Mediterranean.  The  fleet  now 
confifting  of  20  fail  of  the  line,  6  frigates,  feveral 
tranfports,  a  number  of  bomb-ketches,  gallies 

*  To  the  zeal  and  abilities  of  admiral  fir  Charles 
Knowles,  Ruffia  is  indebted  for  the  prefent  improved  ftate 
of  the  art  of  (hip-building  in  that  country.  The  admiral 
had  much  to  reform  in  the  admiralty ;  and  what  he  effected 
was  really  furprifing. 

and 
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and  veflels  with  troops  for  land-fervice,  left  the 

Baltic,  eroded  the  north  fea,  paflcd  the  (traits  of 

ffW/Xlli       Gibraltar,  and,  after  having  been  difperfed  by  a 

tempeft,  collected  again,  and   difplayed  in  the 

J  > „/.,'  i%i/a*o Archipelago  its  victorious  flag.    'This  fleet  was 

f  commanded    by    admiral    SpiridofF:     but   that 

admiral  himfelf  was  under  the  orders  of  Alexey 

flfly  t      ,y  ^yOrlofT,  whofe  fhare  in  the  revolution  had  railed 

*        If    him  all  at  once   from   a   fimple  foldier  to   the 

rank  of  general,   and  whofe  audacity  ferved  him 

inftead  of  experience  and  talents. 

All  Europe  was  aflonifhed  to  fee  a  nation, 
which  till  the  prefent  century  was  hardly  known 
but  by  the  map,  now  entering  its  harbours 
and  braving  its  coafts.  What  a  change  of 
fortune  !  Ruffians  landed  on  Paros,  Melos,  and 
other  iflands,  and  even  on  the  continent  ofantient 
Greece.  Ruffians  conquered  Neftor's  Pylos*, 
and  the  famous  Sparta fj  laid  fiege  to  Corinth, 
and  captured  Lemnos  and  Mytelene  J.     Ruffians 

were 

*  At  prefent  Navarino.  f  Now  Miftra. 

J  Captain  Ployart,  who  commanded  one  of  the  mips 
in  this  expedition,  and  is  now  an  admiral  in  the  danifli  fleet, 
going  on  fhore  at  Naxos,  took  with  him  a  Homer,  an  old 
fchool-book  which  he  happened  to  have  on  board,  and  fhewed 
it  to  fome  of  the  natives,  who  begged  it  of  him  with 
t.he  moft  earneft  importunity.     The  captain  complied  with 

their 


fUlt 
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were  fighting  in  Syria  and  iEgypt,  where,  from  J.t/1*t<X 
1770  to  1773,  they  fupported  the  enterprifing      />    ,    / 
Ali-bey.— But  here  indeed  many  errors   wc?Q<y''-^    L/^  < 
committed,  whereby  feveral  of  the  advantages 
that  had  been  gained  were  obliged  to  be  aban- 
doned.     A    great  part   of  the    fault   lay  with 
the  unfteady  Greeks,    Mainots,  and   Montene- 
grins,   who    at   firft  declared   themfelves   very 
warmly  againft  the  Turks,  but  more  inclined  to 
robbery  and  depredation  than  regular  fighting, 
mewed  neither  difcipline,  fidelity,  nor  courage, 

A  long  time  before  the  failing  of  this  fleet  for 
the  Archipelago,  the  emprefs  had  been  pre- 
paring the  way  by  fettling  a  good  underilanding 
with  the  principal  ifies  of  Greece.  Her  emif- 
faries  Mattered  them  with  the  hopes  of  exciting  a 
general  revolt  in  thofe  countries.  Marquis 
Maruzzi,  banker  at  Corfou,  and  attached  to 
the  greek  religion,  came  to  St.  Peterfburg, 
where  he  was  decorated  with  the  order  of 
St.  Anne,  and  the  title  of  minifter  from  Rufllato 
Venice.  He  promifed  in  gratitude,  to  advance 
the  fums  that  were  necefTary  for  the  expedition  of 


their  defires  ;  and  on  going  again  on  more  the  nest  day,  he 
faw  an  elderly  man  with  his  back  to  a  wall,  reading  the 
fpeeches  of  the  firft  Iliad  with  all  the  fury  of  declamation,  to 
an  audience  of  14  or  15  perfons.  • 

Alexey 
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Alexey  Orloff",  and  he  actually  furnifhed  a 
capital  of  35,000,000  of  livres  tournois  *. 

On  the  event  of  the  war  againft  the  Turks 
depended  the  fate  of  Poland,  and  the  confideration 
in  which  Ruffia  fhould  henceforth  be  held  in 
Europe.  Catharine  was  not  ignorant  of  it. 
Accordingly  fhe  employed  every  effort  of  her 
power,  and  every  exertion  of  her  mind,  in  order 
to  triumph  in  that  war. 

New  fquadrons  were  built,  numerous  recruits 
went  and  joined  her  camps.  Not  altogether 
fatisfied  with  prince  Gallitzin,  the  emprefs  re- 
called him,  and  gave  the  command  of  her  army 
to  count  Romantzoff,  who  was  fucceeded  in  the 
Ukraine  by  general  Panin  f.  Prince  Dolgorouky 
had  a  third  army  under  his  command. 

*  The  emprefs  procured,  befides,  feveral  confiderable  loans 
at  Leghorn,  at  Genoa,  at  Lucca,  and  at  Amilerdam.  The 
merchants  of  Holland  had  at  nrft  {hewn  relu&ance  at  lend- 
ing their  money.  Piqued  with  refentment  that  Mr.  William 
Gomm,  the  banker  of  the  court  of  Peterfburg,  had  thought 
fit  to  difpenfe  with  their  affiftance,  and  to  eftablifh  a  courfe  of 
exchange  direft  between  Ruffia  and  England,  they  caufed 
bills  of  exchange  of  his  for  300,000  florins  to  be  protefted 
in  one  day,  and  occasioned  him  to  flop.  But  they  were 
offered  an  efpecial  mortgage  on  the  cuftom-houfes  of  Peterf- 
burg and  Riga  •  and  allured  by  this  bait,  they  lent  them  all 
that  they  defired. 

•J-  Brother  of  the  minifter. 

Neither 
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Neither  were  the  Turks  backward  in  rein- 
forcing their  armies,  and  putting  at  their  head 
generals  whom  they  thought  the  moft  capable 
of  leading  them  on  to  battle.  The  grand  vizir 
took  upon  himfelf  the  general  command.  They 
received  alfo  powerful  fuccours  from  the  Krimea. 
The  famous  Kerim-Gueray  was  lately  dead,  and 
his  nephew  had  fuccee/ded  him.  The  new  khan 
was  weak  and  of  a  pacific  difpofition.  The 
Turks  caufed  him  to  be  depofed;  and  in  his 
room  was  elected  Kaplan  Gueray,  a  warlike 
prince,  who  prefently  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
a  combined  army  of  Turks  and  Tartars. 

The  Ruffians  opened  the  campaign  by  the 
fiege  of  Bender,  a  place  celebrated  for  the 
retreat  and  the  long  fojourn  of  Charles  XII. 
But,  haraffed  by  the  Tartars,  they  Were  obliged 
for  fome  time  to  relinquifh  the  hbpe  of  capturing 
that  town.  More  fuccefsful  on  another  fide, 
they  got  pofiTeffion  of  Yam*  and  of  Ibrailoff. 

Thefe  advantages  were  of  but  fmall  import- 
ance. Two  fignal  battles  decided  the  fate  of 
the  campaign,  and  fecured  the  giory  of  Romant- 
soffi  The  firft  was  fought  on  the  borders  of 
the  Pruth.  The  Turks,  to  the  number  of 
80,000  men,  were  commanded  by  the  khan  of 
the  Krimea,  who  had  dexteroufly  intrenched 
himfelf  ori  a  hill,  where  it  was  not  poffible  to 
'  vol.  n.  o  attack 
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attack  them.  Romantzoff  encamped  on  an 
oppofite  ftation,  and  for  the  fpace  of  a  month 
was  vainly  endeavouring  to  bring  them  to  a 
battle.  At  length  they  loft  all  patience.  A 
movement  of  Romantzoff  led  them  to  imagine 
that  he  was  on  the  point  of  retreating;  and  a 
body  of  20^000  men  having  gone  down  to 
purfue  him,  they  were  repulfed  with  lofs  into 
their  very  camp,  which  they  reached  in  terror 
and  diforder. 

Animated  by  this  fuccefs,  they  loft  no  time 
in  mounting  the  hill  by  efcalade  ;  and  after  a 
vigorous  refinance,  their  enemies  abandoned 
to  them  their  intrenchments  and  a  conliderable 
part  of  their  baggage  and  artillery. 
I  After  this  they  retired  towards  the  Danube, 
where  they  expected  to  be  reinforced  by  detach- 
ments from  the  grand  ottoman  army.  Indeed 
the  grand  vizir,  who  commanded  it,  did  pafs, 
the  river,  and  came  to  the  affiftance  of  the 
vanquifhed. 

Romantzoff",  who,  thinking  he  was  in  purfuit 
of  an  army  in  confufion,  had  advanced  towards 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Pruth*,  found  himfelf 
all  at  once  in  the  face  of  150,000  Turks.  His 
fituation  was  the  more  dangerous,  as  he  had 

*  The  Pruth  flows  into  the  Danube. 

beeq 
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been  forced  to  detach  a  corps  of  his  army  for 
the  protection  of  a  convoy  he  was  hourly  expect- 
ing. The  khan,  who  was  indulging  in  the 
hopes  of  revenge,  fpread  his  forces  to  the  left 
of  the  ruffian  army,  and  furrounded  it  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  cut  off  all  poffibility  of  retreat. 

Though  the  ruffian  troops  were  far  inferior  in 
numbers  to  thofe  of  the  Turks,  thefe  latter  took 
the  fame  precautions  as  if  they  had  had  to  con- 
tend with  an  enemy  who  amounted  to  an  equal 
number  with   themfelves.     During   the  night, 
they  furrounded  their  camp  with  a  triple  intrench- 
ment.     The  following  day  the  grand  vizir  gave 
the    fignal  of  battle  j   and   the    Ruffians   were 
attacked  on  all  fides  at  once.     The  firing  was 
kept  up  for  five  hours,  without  any  decided 
advantage   to  either  party.     But  general  Ro* 
mantzoff,  judging  that  the  cannon  and  the  muf- 
quetry  would  complete  the  deftruction  of  his 
army,  gave  orders  to  fall  upon  the  enemy  with 
bayonets   fixed.     The    Turks   gave  way,   and 
retreated  within  their  intrenchments,  where  they 
defended   themfelves   a   long  time   with   o-reat 
bravery;  but  numbers  were  at  length  obliged 
to  yield  to  difcipline  and  fkill.     The  defeat  of 
the  Ottomans  was  complete  **     They  retreated 

*  In  the  month  of  July. 
O  2 
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carrying  off  the  vizir  in  their  flight,  and  leaving 
almoft  a  third  of  their  army  on  the  field  of 
battle.  The  greater  part  of  the  baggage,  and 
the  ftores  of  this  army,  143  pieces  of  brafs 
cannon,  and  7000  waggons  loaded  with  provi- 
sions, remained  in  pofleffion  of  the  Ruffians, 
and  fupplied  them  with  the  means  of  obtaining 
new  victories. 

Soon  after  this  RomantzofFpaffed  the  Dniefter. 
Prince  Repnin  made  the  conqueft  of  Ifmailoff, 
Fani'n  laid  fiege  to  Bender  ;  and  that  place,  well 
fortified  and  defended  by  a  numerous  garrifon, 
but  entertaining  no  longer  any  hope  of  being 
relieved,  furrendered*  after  a  refiftance  of  nearly 
three  months ;  the  capture  of  this  fortrefs 
brought  with  it  the  fubmiffion  of  the  Tartars 
of  Budziak  and  Otchakoff  to  the  ruffian 
fceptre. 

General  Igelftrohm  took  the  important  town 
jind  fortrefs  of  Ackerman  j-,  the  capital  of  BefTa- 
rabia,  by  aflault ;  it  is  fituated  on  the  Euxine,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Dniefter  J. 

The  news  of  fuch  great  and  repeated  fucceffes 
augmented  the  pride  and  the  fecurity  of  Catha:- 

»  At  the  beginning  of  September. 
■\  Towards  the  end  of  the  fame  month. 
£  Ackerman  fignifies  the  white  town. 

Tine- 
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rine.  The  difaffected,  who  furrounded  her 
throne,  dared  no  longer  confpire  againft  a  prin- 
cefs  who  was  triumphing  at  fuch  a  diftance  over 
her  moft  formidable  enemies.  The  provinces  of 
Valachia  and  Moldavia,  fubmitting  to  the  ruffian 
arms,  fent  deputies  to  Peterfburg,  to  do  homage 
to  the  emprefs.  She  received  them  with  mag- 
nificence, and  loaded  them  with  benefits. 

At  the  fame  time  feveral  other  foreign  officers 
came  to  offer  their  fervices  to  Catharine,  and 
obtained  employment  in  her  armies  j  among 
whom  were  general  Lloyd  *,  major  Thomas 
Carlton  f,  and  other  Engliihmen  of  tried  cou- 
rage and  conduct,  together  with  fome  naval 
officers  from  England  and  Denmark,  and  captain 
Kinlbergen  from  Holland.  Thefe  officers,  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  their  talents  and  experience,  were 
incorporated  into  the  ruffian  navy, 

A  little  after  her  acceffion  to  the  throne,  Ca- 
tharine had  drawn  from  the  converfations  of 
marfhal  Munich  the  idea  of  getting  pofleffion  of 
Constantinople,  and  of  driving  the  Turks  out  of 
Europe*  The  old  foldier  had  even  offered  to 
conduct  the  enterprife.  But  too  many  obftacles 
were  at  that  time  in  the  way  of  the  execution  of 

*  Author  of  "  Reveries,"  a  work  on  "  the  poffibility  of 
fi  invading  England,"  &c. 

f  Now  governor  of  New  Brunfwick  in  America^ 

o  j  fo 
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lb  great  an  attempt.  The  propitious  moment 
feemed  now  at  lad  arrived.  However,  unable 
to  hope  to  keep  under  her  dominion  all  the 
grecian  ifles,  the  emprefs  determined  at  leafl  to 
ravifh  them  from  the  ottoman  power ;  and  the 
mod  defpetic  of  fovcreigns  refolved  to  be  the 
-  v  /J)  patron  of  liberty  in  thefe  fine  countries,  and  to 
y         r  be  the  founder  of  a  republic  there    . 


iyu,'b~6-A.  v  "yye  nave  already  obferved,  that  fecret  agents 

had  difpofed  the  Greeks  to  rife  up  in  arms. 
That  people,  anciently  fo  proud  and  now  fo 
debafed,  expecled  the  Ruffians  as  their  deli- 
verers j  and  the  inftant  their  fquadron  had  got 
the  height  of  cape  Matapanf,  the  whole  Archipe- 
lago thought  itfelf  free.  The  Mainots,  defend- 
ants of  the  ancient  Lacedemonians,  were  the  firfi; 
that  took  arms.  Their  neighbours  ibon  followed 
their  example  ;  and  the  Turks  were  mafTacred  in 
feveral  of  the  iflands.  But  the  latter  cruelly 
revenged  themfelves  for  the  infurreclion  of  the 
Greeks.  Some  thoufands  of  thefe  miferable  people 
were  exterminated  by  the  fabreof  the  janifTaries, 
The  fquadron  of  admiral  Spiridoff  was  foon 
joined  by  that  of  Elphinflon,  a  native  of  England, 
vice-admiral  in   the  fervice  of  Ruffia,  and  far 


''Jhvtidoff  . 

'-7  Oh   f 


*  Afterwards  fhe  determined  Jofeph  II.  to  fecond  this, 
projeft,  which  neverthelefs  was  not  put  in  execution. 

■f  Formerly  the  promontory  of  TenaroB, 

more 
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more  capable  of  commanding  than  the  officer 
under  whofe  orders  he  ferved. 

To  this  double  fquadron  was  oppofed  that  of 
the  capudan-pafha*,  a  man  of  extraordinary  in- 
trepidity, and  who,  on  feveral  occafions,  only 
wanted,  for  gaining  the  victory,  to  have  been 
better  feconded. 

He  firft  forced  the  Ruffians  to  retire  from 
Lemnos.  Afterwards  the  two  fleets  metj-  in 
the  channel  that  feparates  the  ifle  of  Scio  from 
Natolia.  The  turkifh  fhips  were  fuperior  in 
number,  and  were  in  a  manner  intrenched  be- 
hind fome  fmall  iflands  and  rocks  on  a  level 
Tvkh  the  furface  of  the  water.  The  Ruffians, 
however,  were  not  afraid  to  attack  them.  The 
capudan-pafha,  whofe  flag  was  flying  on  board 
the  Sultan,  of  90  guns,  led  the  van,  and  offered 
battle  to  admiral  SpiridofF.  The  fhips  came 
alongfide  of  each  other.  The  efforts  of  courage  fjfaji>*( $>*&*■ 
were  terrible  on  both  fides.  Showers  of  balls 
and  grenades  interchangeably  crofled,  with  ra- 
pidity, on  the  decks  of  the  two  admirals.  The 
fhip  of  the  capudan-pafha  caught  fire  j  that  of 
the  ruffian  commander  could  not  difengage  itfelf 
from  it.  They  blew  up  together ;  and  the  fea 
was   covered  with   their   fmoking    fragments. 

*  The  famous  Haflan.  f  The  5th  of  July. 
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The  admirals  and  fome  other  officers  were  the* 
only  perfons  that  efcaped  the  difafter. 

While  the  fhips  were  burning,  the  other 
veflels,  ftruck  with  terror,  abandoned  the  fight-  j 
but  Toon  after  renewed  the  attack  with  redou- 
bled fury.  Night  coming  on,  they  were  obliged 
to  feparate.  The  Turks  had  now  the  impru- 
dence to  enter  the  narrow  and  flirny  bay  of 
Tfchefme,  where  fome  of  their  vefTels  ran 
aground,  and  the  others  were  fo  preflfed  for 
room,  that  they  found  it  impofiible  for  them  to 
act.  The  Ruffians,  who  had  obferved  their 
'  tniftake,  made  every  preparation  for  turning  it 
to  their  advantage. 

The  day  following  *,  vice-admiral  Elphinflon 
took  his  ftation  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  "to 
prevent  the  Turks  from  coming  out.  The  next 
Hep  he  took  was  to  order  four  fire-fhips  to  be 
got  ready,  commanded  by  the  englifh  lieutenant 
Pugdale,  and  protected  by  the  veffels  of  ano- 
ther Englishman,  vice-admiral  Greig.  Towards 
midnight  Greig  began  the  attack  with  four  fhlps 
of  the  line  and  two  frigates.  Prefently  after, 
HiCfcLciM  Dugdale  came  up  with  his  fire-fhips  ;  and  brav- 
/  ing  the  vigorous  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  encou- 

raging by  hi§  example  the  Ruffians  who  feconded 

*  The  Sth  of  July. 
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him,  he  himfelf  fattened  the  grapplings  of  a 
fire-fhip  to  one  of  the  turkifh  veffels  j  and, 
with  his  hands,  his  face,  and  his  hair,  all  burnt, 
he  threw  himfelf  into  the  fea,  and  fwam  to  the 
ruffian  fquadron.  The  turkifh  mips  were  fo 
elofe  together,  that  they  all  became  a  prey  to  the 
flames  *.  The  fun  at  its  rifing  faw  no  more  of 
their  flag. 

So  far  from  endeavouring  to  flop  the  progrefs 
of  the  combuftion,  the  turkilh  crews  thought  of 
nothing  but  their  own  fafety.  Several  failors 
got  off  in  boats,  others  threw  themfelves  into 
the  fea  and  took  to  fwimming,  and  all  of  them 
who  gained  the  (hore  difperfed  themfelves  about 
the  countries,  and  were  guilty  of  fuch  depre- 
dations and  excefles  towards  the  wretched  inha- 
bitants, that  even  the  Ruffians  themfelves  could 
not  perhaps  have  furpaffed  them.  It  was  found 
neceffary  to  fend  a  party  of  troops  to  put  an  end 
to  their  ravages. 

After  the  entire  deftruction  of  the  turkifh 
fquadron,  the  Ruffians  went  to  anchor  at  Paros ; 
whence  they  might  eafily  command  all  the  grecian 

*  It  is  certain  that  this  famous  conflagration  was  the 
work  of  three  Englifhmen,  Elphinfton,  Greig,  and  Dug- 
dale.  The  emprefs,  neverthelefs,  thought  fit  to  afcribe  the 
idea  of  it  to  Alexius  OrlofF.  She  wrote  fo  to  Voltaire  ;  flie 
^repeated  it  again  in  1788  to  the  ambafTador  of  France. 

feas, 
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Teas,  and  where  not  a  (ingle  veifel  was  fuffered  to 
appear  without  lowering  its  top-fails. 

The  Turks  were  the  more  uneafy  by  the 
vicinity  of  fuch  an  enemy,  as  a  rebellion  had 
broke  out  in  feveral  parts  of  their  empire. 
The  pafhas  of  Caramania,  almoft  always  at 
variance  with  the  Porte,  took  advantage  of 
its  difafters  for  withdrawing  themfclves  entirely 
from  its  authority.  That  part  of  Syria  which  is 
below  Sidon  and  Tripoli  followed  their  example, 
and  the  old  fheik  Daher  excited  all  the  country 
which  reaches  from  Acre  to  the  plains  of  Efdrae- 
ion  and  to  the  frontiers  of  ./Egypt. 

But  of  all  thofe  who  fignalized  themfelves 
by  their  rebellion  againft  the  grand  fignior, 
he  who  undoubtedly  mewed  himfelf  the  moft 
formidable,  and  who  was  moft  in  capacity  to 
be  of  fervice  to  Ruffia,  was  Ali-'oey.  Railed 
/'  from  the  rank  of  a  fimple  mammeluk  to  that  of 
bey,  he  diftinguilhed  himfelf  by  his  courage,  and 
had  experienced,  though  Hill  very  young,  the 
favours  and  the  reverfes  of  fortune.  The  rivals 
of  his  power  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  remove  him 
from  Cairo  j  but  he  foon  returned  thither  again 
and  banifhed  them  in  his  turn.  He  knew  that 
the  Porte  had  been  hoftile  to  him,  and,  animated 
with  an  implacable  refentment,  he  defired  nothing 
better  than  to  be  able  to  contribute  to  the  ruin 

of 
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of  the  ottoman  empire.  The  arrival  of  the 
ruffian  fquadrons  feemed  to  offer  him  a  favour- 
able opportunity  for  fatisfying  his  vengeance.* 

Perhaps  there  never  was  an  enterprife  in  a 
diftant  country  more  fuccefsfully  carried  on  than 
that  of  the  Ruffians  on  the  coafts  of  Afia  Minor. 
But  perhaps  alfo  never  were  generals  more 
ignorant,  more  incapable  of  appreciating  the 
character  of  foreign  nations,  more  jealous  of 
a  vain  oftentation,  and  more  addicted  to  de- 
bauchery than  Alexey  Orloff  and  his  principal 
officers.  If  they  had  had  the  fkil!  to  profit  by 
their  victories  and  the  fuperiority  of  their  forces,  f  <  <J 
Syria  and  i£gypt  would  for  ever  have  been  loft  ^  i/JT  y 
to  the  ottoman  empire.  y*/?    ' 

Ali-bey  ufed  every  effort  to  induce  them 
to  fupport  the  rebellion,  and  to  fend  him  troops 
to  affifl  him  in  driving  the  Turks  out  of  JEgypt. 
But  inftead  of  feconding  his  exertions,  Alexius 
Orloff  amufed  himfelf  with  infilling  on  his 
acknowledging  the  emprefs  for  his  fovereign. 

A  young  Venetian  merchant,  named  Carlo 
Rofetti,  had  poffeffed  himfelf  of  the  confidence 
of  the  bey,  and  was  the  firft  whom  he  em- 
ployed to  treat  with  the  Ruffians.  No  one  was 
more  difpofed,  nor  more  fit  to  bring  fuch  a 
negotiation  to  a  happy  iffue.  Orloff  had  not 
the  fenfe  to  take  advantage  of  fuch  an  op- 
portunity. 
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portunity.  Negligent  of  the  advices  which  this 
•artful  Italian  might  have  given  him,  and  difguft- 
inf*  him  by  his  arrogance,  he  took  Greeks 
and  Jews  into  his  pay  who  cheated  and  deceived 
him.  He  was  miftrullful  of  All- bey,  and  forced 
him,  by  his  artifices,  to  be  miftruftful  of  him. 

It  was  only  a  ihort  time  before  he  quitted 
the  Archipelago,  that  Alexius  Orloff  fent  Pleft- 
fcheyef  *  into  iEgypt.  Pleftfcheyef  was  favour- 
ably received  by  the  bey.  He  flattered  himfelf 
with  being  able  to  draw  from  his  million  great 
advantage  to  the  Ruffians :  but  it  was  too  late. 
Peace  intervened  to  interrupt  his  negotiations. 

A  courier  difpatched  direcly  to  the  emprefs, 
brought  her  the  news  of  the  burning  of  the 
turkifti  fleet ;  fo  that  (he  was  the  firft  perfon 
in  Peterfburg  informed  of  the  event.  Count 
Ivan  Chernifcheff,  whom  the  emprefs  had  long 
fmce  recalled  from  London  and  put  at  the  head 
of  the  marine  department,  was  then  deeply  en- 
gaged in  a  quarrel  with  the  college. of  admiralty, 
and   that  quarrtl   had   occafioned    fome    delay 

*  Pleftfcheyef  obtained  in  the  fequcl  the  rank  of  vice, 
admiral.  He  drew  up  an  account  of  his  expedition  in 
iEgypt ;  but  in  it  he  mentions  not  a  word  of  the  money 
that  he  gave  to  the  Copht  Rifk,  to  procure  for  him  the 
favour  of  Ali-bey. — See  the  whole  of  this  narrative  in  the 
<c  Varieties  of  Literature,"  vol.  i.  p.  477. 

in 
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lf\  the  expedition  of  an  affair  of  little  confequence. 
Catharine  complained  of  this  delay,  and  thought 
no  more  of  it.  She  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  obftinacy  and  the  extreme  incapacity  of 
Chernifcheff ;  but  fhe  continued  him  in  his 
place,  becaufe  fhe  had  laid  it  down  as  a  fettled 
principle,  to.  change  as  feldom  as  poffible  her 
minifters  and  her  ambafladors.  When  fhe  fent 
for  Ivan  Chernifcheffto  communicate  to  him  the 
news  of  the  affair  of  Tfchefme,  the  minifler, 
imagining  that  (he  meant  to  fpeak  again  to  him 
of  his  quarrel,  began,  as  he  entered  the  apart- 
ment :— "  I  affure  you,  madam,  that  it  was  not 
"  my  fault." — "  Oh  !  I  know  that  very  well,"re- 
turned  theemprefs,  "  but  it  is  notthelefs  certain." 
— ■"  Alas !  yes,  madam,  and  I  am  very  forry 
"  for  it." — "  What !  you  are  forry  that  the 
{f  Turks  have  no  longer  any  fleet  ?"  faid  the 
tmprefs,  fmiling ;  and  ihe  then  communicated  to 
him  the  contents  of  the  difpatches  which  fh« 
had  juft  received. 

The  joy  was  extreme  at  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burg.      Magnificent  feftivities   were  given  td^ 
celebrate  the    victory   of   Tfchefme,    and   the^/^i/Sr>x^-. 
emprefs  afterwards  caufed  a  palace  to  be  built  *, 
and  the  foundations  of  a  town  to  be  laid,  for 


*  See  before,  p.  172. 
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confecrating  to  pofterity  the  remembrance  of  fa 
glorious  an  event. 
i^.^,  f  1771.     Count  Alexius  Orloff  returned  in  all 

'  '  I  '  hafte  to  Peterfburg  *,  to  repofe  upon  his  laurels, 

to  enjoy  his  triumphs,  and  to  folicit  new  means 
for  extending  his  conquefts  in  the  Archipelago. 
On  his  appearance  the  feftivities  were  renewed, 
and  he  was  decorated  by  his  fovereign  with 
the  grand  riband  of  St.  George. 

He  laid  before  the  council  a  plan  by  which  he 
/)  propofed  to  render  himfelf  matter  of  all  Greece, 

j /f_  j  and  to  refcue  ^gypt  from  the  ottoman  empire. 
/ZCjljji(-  pje  conciudec]  by  faying  that  he  would  pafs 
the  dangerous  pafTage  of  the  Dardanelles,  and 
that  for  all  thefe  important  purpofes  he  re- 
quested no  more  than  10,000,000  of  rubles. — 
<{  I  grant  you  twenty,"  immediately  replied  Ca- 
tharine ;  <c  for  I  am  refolved  that  you  mall  want 
"  for  nothing."  At  the  fame  time  orders  were 
iffued  for  the  equipment  of  a  new  fquadroo, 
to  reinforce  that  which  was  already  in  the  Archi- 
pelago. 

During  the  Hate  of  extreme  lofs  and  misfor- 
tune to  which  the  Turks  were  reduced  by 
the  war,  that  empire  feemed  convulfed  in  all  its 
parts  j  order,  fubmifBon,  and  refpecl  to  govern- 

*  He  arrived  there  the  15th  of  March  177 1. 

merit 
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ttient  feemed  totally  at  an  end  ;  •  maffacre  and 
confufion  took  place  ;  and,  to  fill  up  the  meafurc 
of  calamity,  the  plague  now  made  the  moft 
cruel  ravages :  above  a  thoufand  perfons  dyino- 
daily  in  Conftantinople  for  feveral  weeks.  The 
deftruclion  of  their  fleet  was  better  known  in 
that  metropolis,  and  was  in  itfelf  more  imme- 
diately alarming,  than  any  other  misfortune  that 
could  have  happened:  and,  as  if  the  dangers 
from  without  were  not  fufficiently  terrible,  the 
run-away  failors  filled  it  with  (laughter  and  con- 
fufion, and  actually  fet  fire  to  the  city  and  fuburbs 
at  feveral  times.  At  length  thefe  mifcreants 
were  fo  lengthened,  by  the  acceffion  of  vaga- 
bonds and  villains  of  all  forts,  particularly  by 
the  crowds  of  deferters  from  the  Danube,  who 
had  nothing  to  fubfift  on  but  plunder,  that  they 
came  to  an  open  engagement  with  the  janif- 
faries  in  the  fuburbs  of  Pera,  where  fome 
thoufands  of  them  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  the 
reft  difperfed. 

In  the  mean  time,  every  immediate  meafure 
was  taken  for  the  fecurky  of  the  Dardanelles, 
and  all  the  remaining  mips  and  gailies  were 
fitted  out  with  the  greater*  expedition  to  affift 
in  defending  the  paffage.  The  late  vizir,  Mol- 
davangi  Ali-pama,  was  recalled  from  his  exile, 
and  fcnt  at  the  head  of  15,000  men  for  the  fame 
9  purpofe  -9 
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purpofe  i  where  the  firfl:  enemies  he  had  to 
encounter  were  the  rebellious  failors,  who  landed 
in  a  body  in  fpite  of  the  capudan-pafha,  and; 
making  zeal  for  their  religion  a  cloak  for  their 
avarice  and  licentioufnefs,  intended  to  have 
plundered  and  burnt  the  city  of  Gallipoli,  and 
to  have  maffacred  the  Greeks.  They  were 
however  happily  difappointed  in  this  cruel  defign, 
by  the  vigour  and  refolution  of  the  late  vizir, 
who  feverely  chaftifed  their  profligacy  3  and, 
after  khling  a  great  number  of  them,  reduced 
the  remainder  to  order.  Baron  Tot*  a  french 
nobleman  who  had  been  conful  in  Tartary,  and 
was  an  engineer  of  the  firft  abilities,  together 
with  feveral  others  of  his  countrymen,  were 
alfo  procured,  to  erect  new  batteries  on  the 
ftraights,  and  to  put  the  caftles  into  a  proper 
date  of  defence.  By  thefe  means,  together  with 
the  uncertainty  of  the  winds  and  currents  ne- 
cefTary  to  facilitate  fuch  an  enterprife,  all  the 
attempts  of  the  Ruffians,  to  force  their  parage* 
had  hitherto  proved  fruitlefs. 

Nor  was  the  revolution  in  JEgypt,  nor  the 
Interception  of  the  trade  from  the  lcffer  Afia 
and  Syria  by  the  Ruffians,  attended  with  the 
fatal  confequences  to  the  metropolis  that  were 
expected;  as  amidft  all  its  calamities  it  was 
conftantly  and  plentifully  fupplied  withprovifions: 

a  felicity 
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"ft  felicity  for  which  it  is  principally  indebted  to 
the  long  extent  of  fea-coaft  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Hellefpont  to  the  Euxine.  In  the  mean 
time  the  winter  feafon  having  obliged  the  Ruffians 
to  quit  their  (lation  near  the  Dardanelles,  the 
trade  through  the  flraights  was  of  courfe  again 
opened. 

While  the  Porte  was  thus  fatally  experiencing  all 
the  viciffitudes  and  havoc  of  war,  the  calamities  of 
peftilence,  and  the  precipitate  deftructive  evils  of 
anarchy,  in  their  european  dominions  -,  the  fame 
ruinous  fyftem  of  policy,  and  weaknefs  and  re- 
laxation of  government,  extended  their  effects 
into  other  parts  of  that  great  empire,  and  pro- 
duced a  new  and   extraordinary   revolution  in      n  . 
iEgypt.     Ali-  bey,    who   had  fo  long  made  a  ^nu  ^32-Jj 
diftinguifhed  figure  among  the  factions  that  for 
fome  years  pafl  had  torn  that  country  to  pieces, 
at  length  threw  off  the  mafk  ;   snd,  taking  ad- 
vantage  of  the   prefcnt   Mate    of   d'ftrefs   and 
danger,  boldly  mounted  the  throne  of  the  antient 
fultans  of  that  kingdom. 

The  Ottomans  had  from  the  beginning  made 
but  a  lax  ufe  of  their  authority  in  the  government 
of  ./Egypt.  The  difiance  and  climate  made 
it  difficult  to  fupport  there  any  confiderable 
number  of  troops ;  while,  from  its  peculiar 
iituation,  and  the  number  of  barbarous  nations  on 
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its  borders,  who  would  naturally  join  the  natives, 
or  at  leafl  afford  them  flicker  and  protection 
if  overcome,  nothing  lefs  than  an  army  could 
enforce  a  very  ftrict  obedience.  Satisfied  with 
the  very  great  benefits  that  refulted  from  its 
being  a  granary  to  Conftantinople  and  other  parts 
of  their  dominions,  as  it  had  formerly  been 
to  antient  Rome,  the  Turks  were  content  with 
a  very  moderate  tribute,  not  above  one  third  of 
which  came  into  the  treafury.  A  garrifon  of 
janiffaries  was  kept  at  Cairo,  where  a  pafba, 
with  the  title  of  governor,  but  with  little  more 
power  than  what  the  great  men  of  the  country 
chofe  to  allow  4iim,  constantly  refided.  The 
princes  and  grandees  of  the  country  had  abfolute 
power  in  their  refpective  territories,  and  held  a 
general  afTembly  or  council,  every  year  at  Cairo, 
where  they  fettled  the  payment  of  the  revenues, 
and  debated  upon  fuch  other  national  matters  as 
demanded  confideration.  To  prevent  any  re- 
'  ftraint  from  the  governor,  or  their  being  over- 
awed by  the  janiffaries,  as  well  as  from  the 
continual  quarrels  among  themfelves,  they  all 
came  attended  by  their  armed  vaffals.  Such 
affemblies,  among  fo  barbarous  a  people,  na- 
turally difpofed  to  faction  and  treachery,  pre- 
fented  continual  fcenesof  blood  (hed  and  confufion; 
while  the  governors,  by  occafionally  fupporting 

Qfte 


IMPRESS    CATHARINE   II.  211 

£>ne  party  againft  the  other,  endeavoured  to  de- 
rive that  power  and  confequence  from  their 
diflenfions  which  the  authority  of  office  was 
incapable  of  procuring. 

Ali- bey,  a  man  of  ftrong  natural  parts  and^ 
confiderable  abilities,  improved  upon  the  line  of 
policy  ftruck  out  by  the  governors;  and,  by 
dextroufly  fhifting  for  a  number  of  years,  from 
one  fide  to  the  other,  and  deftroying  by  degrees 
fuch  parties  as  were  obnoxious  to  him,  he  at 
length  formed  one  great  one  which  fwallowed  up 
all  the  others.  Not  content  with  the  kingdom 
of  iEgypt,  he  laid  claim  to  Syria,.  Paleftine,  and 
the  part  of  Arabia  that  had  belonged  to  the 
antient  fultans.  The  ufurper  accordingly  marched 
at  the  head  of  an  army  to  fupport  thofe  pre- 
tentions, and  actually  fubdued  fome  of  jhe 
neighbouring  provinces  both  of  Arabia  and 
Syria. 

At  the  fame  time  that  he  was  engaged  in  thofe 
ambitious  purfuits,  he  was  not  lefs  attentive 
to  the  eftablilhing  of  a  regular  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  of  introducing  order  into  a  country 
tli2t  has  been  fo  long  the  feat  of  anarchy  and 
confufion.  His  views  were  equally  extended  to 
commerce ;  for  which  purpoie  he  gave  great 
encouragement  to  the  chriftian  traders,  and  took 
off   fome    fhameful   reftraints   and    indignities, 
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to  which  they  were  fubjeft  in  that  barbarous 
country  :  he  alfo  wrote  a  letter  to  the  republic  of 
Venice,  with  the  warmeft  afilirances  of  his 
friendfhip,  and  that  their  merchants  fhould  meet 
with  every  degree  of  protection  and  fafety.  His 
great  defign  was  to  make  himfelf  matter  of  the 
Red  Sea  j  to  open  the  port  of  Suez  to  all  nations, 
but  particularly  to  the  Europeans,  and  to  make 
./Egypt  once  more  the  great  centre  of  commerce. 
Proud  of  the  favour  of  the  emprefs,  of 
victories  of  which  he  took  the  honour  to  him- 
felf, and  of  thofe  he  (till  intended  to  gain,  count 
rj  /fff/zfl  Alexey  Orloff  departed  from  St.  Peterfourg,  in 
'H  %  order  to  return  to  the  Archipelago.  Having 
itopped  fome  time  at  Vienna,  he  there  difplayed 
an  extravagant  luxury,  and  gave  himfelf  up 
to  indifcretions  very  little  worthy  of  the  minifter 
of  a  princefs  fo  difcreet  as  Catharine.  One 
evening  being  at  fupper  with  the  ambafTador  of 
Ruffia  with  a  numerous  company,  he  ipoke  of 
the  revolution  that  had  coft  the  throne  to 
Peter  III.  No  one  dared  to  put  the  lead 
queftion  concerning  the  death  of  the  unfortunate 
tzar.  Alexey  Orloff  related  it  of  his  own 
accord  ;  and,  perceiving  that  all  who  heard  him 
muddered  with  horror,  he  thought  he  cleared 
himfelf  of  the  crime  which  he  had  committed, 
by  faying,   "  That   it   was   a  lamentable  thing 

"  for 
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<<  for  a  man  of  fo  much  humanity  as  he  poffeffed, 
"  to  be  forced  to  do  what  he  had  been  com- 
«  manded."  But  this  repentance  could  not  be 
thought  fincere.  The  character  of  Alexey  OrlofF 
was  too  well  known  j  and  the  whole  of  his 
conduct  proved  that  his  confcience  was  not  apt 
eafily  to  take  the  alarm. 

On  leaving  Vienna,  Alexey  Orloff  went  to 
rejoin  the  ruffian  fquadron  which  lay  expecting 
him  at  Leghorn  j  and,  though  in  a  mattered  con- 
dition, continued  to  complete  the  ruin  of  the 
marine  and  the  commerce  of  the  Turks. 

Theemprefs  had  commiffioned  Alexey  Orloff 
to  caufe  .to  be  painted  in  Italy  four  pictures,  re- 
prefenting  the  engagements  of  her  fquadron  and 
the  burning  of  the  turkilh  fleet.  Orloff  made 
application  to  a  painter  named  Hackerc.  This 
artift  having  told  him  that  he  had -never  feen 
a  ftiip  blow  up,  the  Ruffian  made  no  hefitation  of 
affording  him  an  opportunity  of  contemplating 
fuch  an  object,  and  hazarded  the  firing  of  all  the 
velTels  in  the  road  of  Leghorn  for  furniffiing  the 
painter  with  the  means  of  exhibiting  with  greater 
truth  the  dilafter  of  the  capudan-pafha  and. 
admiral  Spiridoff*. 

*  The  four  piduresby  Hackert  are  at  prefent  hsBgiag  in 
the  hall  of  audience  at  Peterhoff. 

p  3  Acts 
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Acts  of  extravagance  are  not  always  crimes. 
But  there  is  no  crime  which  fuch  an  extravagant 
character  is  not  capable  of  committing.  On 
his  departure  from  Peterfburg  he  had  received 
orders  to  fend  thither  a  young  unfortunate  lady 
who  had  been  refcued  from  tyranny.  This 
barbarous  order  was  now  to  be  accomplifhed. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  the  emprefs 
Elizabeth  had  three  children  by  her  clandeftine 
marriage  with  the  grand-veneur  Alexey  Grego- 
rievitch  Razumoffsky.     The  youngeft  of  thefe 
children  was  a  girl,  brought  up  under  the  name 
of  princefs  Tarrakanoff.     Prince  Radzivil,  in- 
formed of  this  fecret,  and  irritated  at  Catharine's 
trampling  under  foot  the  rights   of  the   Poles, 
conceived  that  the  daughter  of  Elizabeth  would 
furnifh  him  with  a  fignal  means  of  revenge.     He 
thought  that   it   would   not  be    in   vain   if  he 
oppofed  to  the  fovereign,   whofe  armies  were 
ipreading  defolation  over  his  unhappy  country, 
a  rival  whofe  mother's  name  Ihould  render  dear 
to  the  Ruffians.     Perhaps  his  ambition   might 
fuggeft  to  him  yet  more  lofty  hopes.     Perhaps 
he    might   flatter  himfelf  with    being  one  day 
enabled  to  mount  the  throne  on  which  he   in- 
tended to  place  the  young  Tarrakanoff.     How- 
ever this  be,    he   gained   over  the  perfons  to 
whom  the  education  of  this  princess  was"  com- 
mitted, 
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mitted,  carried  her  off,    and   conveyed  her  to 
Rome  *. 

Catharine,   having  intelligence  of  this  tranf- 
action,  took   immediate   fteps  to   fruftrate   the 
defigns  of  prince  Radzivil.     Taking  advantage 
of  the  circumftance  of  his  being  the  chief  of  the 
confederacy  of  the  malcontents,  Ihe  caufed  all  his 
eftates  to  be  feized,    and  reduced  him  to  the 
neceffity  of  living  on  the  produce  of  the  diamonds 
and  the  other  valuable  effects  he  had  carried 
with  him  to  Italy.     Thefe  fupplies  were  foon 
exhaufted.     Radzivil   fet  out  in  order  to  pick 
up  what  intelligence  he  could  concerning  affairs 
in  Poland,   leaving   the   young  Tarrakanoff  at 
Rome,    under   the    care   of   a    fingle   gouver- 
nante,  and  in  circumftances  extremely  confined. 
Scarcely  had  he  reached  his  own  country,  when 
an  offer  was  made  to  reftore  him  his  poffeffions, 
on  condition  that  he  would  take  his  young  ward 
to  Ruffia.     He  refufed  to  fubmit  to  fo  difgrace- 
ful   a  propofol  i    but  he    had   the  weaknefs  to 
promife  that  he  would  give  himfelf  no  farther 
concern  about  the  daughter  of  Elizabeth.     This 
was  the  price  of  his  pardon. 

*   In    1767    maderrioifelle   de    Tarrakanoff    was    about 
1 2  years  of  age. 

p  4  Alexey 
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Alexey  Orloff,  charged  with  the  execution  of 
the  will  of  the  emprefs,  feized  the  firft  moment 
on  his  arrival  at  Leghorn,  of  laying  a  fnare  for 
the  princefs  Tarrakanoff.     One  *  of  thofe  in- 
triguers who  are  fo  common  in  Italy,  repaired 
immediately  to  Rome  ;    and,  after  having  dis- 
covered" the  lodgings    of   the    young   Ruffian, 
he  introduced  himfelf  to  her  in  a  military  drefs 
and  under  the  name  of  an  officer.     He  told  her 
that  he  had  been  brought  thither  by  the  fole  defire 
.of    paying   homage    to   a   princefs    whofe   fate 
and  fortunes  were  highly  interefting  to  all  her 
countrymen.      He  feemed  very  much  affected 
at  the  ftate  of  defticution    in   which   he   found 
her.       He   offered    her   forne    affiitance    which 
neceffity  forced  her  to  accept;    and  the  traitor 
foon  appeared  to  this  unfortunate  lady,  as  well  as 
to  the  woman  that  waited  on  her,  in  the  light  of 
a  faviour  whom  heaven  had  fent  to  her  deliver- 
ance. 

When  he   thought  he  had  fufficiently  gained 
their  confidence,   he  declared  that  he  was  com- 
\» 

"*  It  was  a  Neapolitan,  named  Ribas.  He  afterwards 
came  to  Ruffia,  where  he  married  madcmoifelle  Anaftafia, 
reputed  daughter  of  M.  de  Betfko'i",  and  has  fince  been 
made  knight  of  Malta,  and  promoted  to  the  rank  of  vicet 
admiral  of  the  Black  Sea. 

miffioned 
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tniffioned  by  count  Alexius  Qrloffto  offer  to  the 
daughter  of  Elizabeth  the  throne  that  had  been 
filled  by  her  mother.  He  faid  that  the  Ruffians 
were  mfcontented  with  Catharine ;  that  Orloljf 
especially  could  never  forgive  her  for  her  in- 
gratitude and  her  tyranny  ;  and  that,  if  the  young 
princefs  would  accept  of  the  fervices  of  that 
general,  and  recompenfe  him  by  the  grant  of 
her  hand,  it  would  not  be  long  ere  fhe  faw 
the  breaking  out  of  that  revolution  which  he  had 
prepared. 

Propofals  fo  brilliant  ought  naturally  to  have 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  princefs  TarrakanofF,  and 
fnewn  her  the  treachery  of  him  that  made  rhem. 
But  her  inexperience  and  her  candour  permitted 
her  not  to  fufpe6t  any  guile.  Betides,  the  lan- 
guage of  the  emiffary  of  Alexius  Orloff  feemed 
analogous  with  the  notions  fhe  had  imbibed 
from  prince  Radzivil.  She  imagined  herfelf 
deftined  to  the  throne  ;  and  all  the  airy  dreams 
that  any  way  related  to  that  opinion  could  not 
but  encourage  the  deceit.  She  accordingly 
gave  herfelf  up  to  thefe  flattering  hopes,  and 
with  a  grateful  heart  concurred  in  the  defigns  of 
him  who  addreffed  her  only  to  her  deftruclion. 

Some  time  after  this  Alexius  Orloff  came  to 
Rome.     His   emiffary   had   already   announced 
him.     He  was  received  as  a  benefactor.     How- 
ever, 
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ever,  fome  perfons  to  whom  the  princefs  and  her 
gouvernante  communicated  the  good  fortune 
that  was  promifed  them,  advifed  them  to  be  on 
their  guard  againft  the  deligns  of  a  man  whofe 
character  for  wickednefs  had  been  long  efta- 
blifhed,  and  who  doubdefs  had  too  much- 
reafon  to  remain  faithful  to  the  emprefs  to  think 
of  confpiring  againft  her.  Far  from  profiting 
by  this  good  counfel,  the  princefs  was  fo  impru- 
dently frank  as  to  fpeak  of  it  to  Alexius  OrlofF, 
who  with  great  eafe  delivered  his  juftification^ 
and  thenceforth  threw  a  deeper  (hade  of  diffimu- 
lation  and  addrefs  into  his  fpeeches  and  behaviour. 
Not  fatisfied  with  fanning  the  ambition  of  the 
young  Ruffian,  he  put  on  the  femblance  of  a 
paffion  for  her,  and  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to 
infpire  her  with  a  true  one.  So  foon  as  he  was 
aflfured  of  it,  he  conjured  her  to  enter  into  a 
union  with  him  by  the  mod  facred  ties.  She 
unhappily  confented  -,  and  it  was  even  with  joy 
that  the  poor  unfortunate  lady  promifed  to  fo- 
lemnize  a  marriage  which  mull  confummate  her 
ruin.  She  thought  that  the  title  of  fpoufe  of 
count  Alexius  Orloft  would  fhelter  her  invincibly 
from  thofe  treacheries  which  fhe  was  taught 
to  apprehend.  She  entertained  not  the  lead 
fufpicion  that  a  man  could  make  religion  and  the 
mod  facred  titles  fubfcrvient  to  the  deftruclion 
19  °^ 
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of  an  innocent  victim.  But,  alas,  was  any  reli- 
gion, was  any  title  facred  to  the  barbarian  into 
whofe  fnares  fhe  had  fallen  ?  He  who  could 
(Irangle  the  unfortunate  Peter  III.  could  he 
dread  to  difhonour  the  daughter  of  Elizabeth  *  ? 

Feigning  a  defire  that  the  marriage  ceremony 
Ihould  be  performed  according  to  the  ritual  of 
the  greek  church,  he  fuborned  fubaltern  villains 
to  difguife  themfelves  as  priefts  and  lawyers, 
Thus  profanation  was  combined  with  impoilure 
againft  the  unprotected  and  too  confident  Tar- 
rakanoff. 

When  Alexius  Orloffwas  become  the  hufoand 
or  rather  the  ravifher  of  this  unhappy  princefs, 
he  reprefented  to  her  that  their  ftay  at  Rome 
expofed  her  to  too  clofe  obfervation,  and  that  it 
would  be  advifable  for  her  to  go  to  fome  other 
city  of  Italy,  to  wait  for  the  breaking  out  of  the 
confpiracy  that  was  to  call  her  to  the  throne. 
Believing  this  advice  to  be  dictated  by  love 
and  prudence,  (he  anfwered  that  fhe  would 
follow  him  wherever  he  chofe  to  conduct  her. 
He  brought  her  immediately  to  Pifa,  where  he 
had  previoufly  hired  a  magnificent  palace.  There 
Jie  continued  to  treat  her  with  marks  of  tender- 

*  The  fate  of  the  young  Tarrakanoff  may  be  compared 

to  that  of  the  daughter  of  Sejanus  :  " a  carnihce 

*'  laqueum  juxta,  comprefTam "   Tacit.  Ann.  lib.  v. 

nefs 
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neis  and  refpedt.  But  he  permitted  none  to 
come  near  her  except  perfons  who  we:e  entirely 
at  his  devotion  ;  and  when  (he  went  to  the  play 
or  to  the  public  promenades,  he  accompanied 
Jier  always  himfelf. 

The  divifion  of  the  ruffian  fquadron  under 
the  command  of  admiral  Greig,  had  juft  entered 
the  port  of  Leghorn.  On  relating  this  news  to 
the  princefs,  Alexius  Orloff  told  her  that  his 
prefence  was  neceffary  at  Leghorn  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  giving  fome  orders,  and  offered  to  take 
her  with  him.  To  this  fhe  the  more  readily 
confented,  as  fhe  had  heard  much  talk  of  the 
beauty  of  the  port  of  Leghorn  and  the  magni- 
ficence of  the  ruffian  (hips.  Imprudent  lady  ! 
the  nearer  fhe  approached  the  cataftrophe  of  the 
plot,  the  more  fhe  trufted  to  the  tendernefs  and 
the  fincerity  of  her  faithlefs  betrayer. 

She  departed  from  Pifa  with  her  cuftomary 
attendance.  On  arriving  at  Leghorn,  fhe  landed 
at  the  houfe  of  the  englifh  conful,  who  had 
prepared  f6r  her  a  fuitable  apartment,  and 
who  received  her  with  the  marks  of  the  pro- 
founded    refpee~L     Several  ladies  *   were  early 

*  It  is  a  miftake  that  the  lady  of  admiral  Greig  v,az 
among  them.  Mrs.  Greig  did  not  accompany  her  hufband 
on  the  voyage,  but  remained  the  whole  time  of  his  abfence 
•at  St.  Peterfborg. 

in 
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in  making  their  vifits,  and  feduloufly  attended 
her  on  all  occafions.  She  faw  herfelf  prefently 
furrounded  by  a  numerous  court,  eager  to  be 
beforehand  with  all  her  defires,  and  feeming  to 
make  it  their  only  ftudy  incefTantly  to  procure 
her  fome  new  entertainment.  Whenever  fhe 
went  out,  the  people  ran  in  her  way.  At 
the  theatre  all  eyes  were  directed  to  her  box. 
All  circumftances  confpired  to  lull  her  into  a 
fatal  fecurity.  All  tended  to  difpel  the  idea  of 
any  danger  at  hand. 

It  is  doubtlefs  impoflible  to  believe  that  an 
englifli  conful,  an  englifh  admiral,  and  ladies  of 
their  family  or  acquaintance,  could  be  fo  bafe, 
fo  inhuman,  as  to  draw  into  the  fnare,  by  de- 
ceitful refpect  and  carelTes,  a  victim  whofe 
youth,  whofe  beauty,  whofe  innocence,  was 
capable  of  affecting  the  moft  infenfible  heart. 
It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  they  were  in  any 
degree  privy  to  the  plot  contrived  againft  her, 
and  that  they  ftudioufly  infpired  her  with  confi- 
dence, only  the  more  infallibly  to  betray  her. 

The  young  Tarrakanoff  was  fo  far  from 
fufpecting  her  unfortunate  fituation,  that,  after 
having  paffed  feveral  days  in  a  round  of  amufe- 
ments  and  diffipation,  (he  afked  of  herfelf  to  be 
Ibewn  the  ruffian  fleet.     The  idea-was  applauded. 

The 
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The  necefTary  orders  were  immediately  given  3 
and  the  next  day,  on  rifing  from  table,  every 
thing  was  ready  at  the  water-fide  for  receiving 
the  princefs.  On  her  coming  down,  fhe  was 
handed  into  a  boat  with  magnificent  awnings. 
The  conful,  and  feveral  ladies,  feated  themiclves 
with  her.  A  fecond  boat  conveyed  vice-admiral 
Greig  and  count  Alexius  Orloff;  and  a  third, 
filled  with  ruffian  and  englifh  officers,  clofed 
the  proceffion.  The  boats  put  off  from  fhore  in 
fight  of  an  immenfe  multitude  of  people,  and 
were  received  by  the  fleet,  with  a  band  of  mufic, 
falutes  of  artillery,  and  repeated  huzzas.  As 
the  princefs  came  alongfide  the  (hip  of  which  fhe 
was  to  go  on  board,  a  fpiendid  chair  was  let 
down  from  the  yard,  in  which  being  feated,  fhe 
was.  hoifted  upon  deck ;  and  it  was  obferved  to 
her,  that  thefe  were  particular  honours  paid  to 
her  rank. 

But  no  fooner  was  fhe  on  board  than  fhe  was 
handcuffed.  In  vain  fhe  implored  for  pity  of 
the  cruel  betrayer,  whom  fhe  ftill  called  her 
hufband.  In  vain  fhe  threw  herfelf  at  his  feet, 
and  watered  them  with  her  tears.  No  anfwer 
was  even  vouchfafed  to  her  lamentations.  She 
-was  carried  down  into  the  hold ;  and  the  next 
day  the  veffcl  let  fail  for  Ruffia, 

On 
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On  arriving  at  Peterlburg,  the  young  victim  J^7^1 
was  fhut  up  in  the  fortrefs ;  and  what  became  of 
her  afterwards  was  never  known*. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  inhabitants  of  Leghorn, 
who  had  feen  the  princefs  embark,  heard  fhortly 
after  with  horror,  that  inftead  of  a  grand  enter- 
tainment, which  lhe  was  led  to  expect,  on  board 
the  fleet,  me  was  put  into  irons.  The  grand 
duke  of  Tufcany,  whofe  territory  was  thus  £o 
mamefully  infuked,  wrote  immediately  to  Vienna 
and  to  Peterfburg  to  complain  of  the  outrage. 
But  Alexius  Orloff  infolently  braved  both  the 
complaints  of  Leopold  and  the  public  indig- 
nation. 

An  adventure  that  happened  during  count 
Orloff's  flay  at  Rome,  may  ferve  to  throw  fome 

*  It  was  affirmed  by  fome,  that  the  waters  of  the  Neva, 
fix  years  afterwards,  put  an  end  to  her  misfortunes,  by 
drowning  her  in  the  prifon,  in  the  inundation  of  1777.  Ob 
the  10th  of  September  of  that  year,  a  wind  at  S.  S.  W. 
raifed  the  waters  of  the  gulph  of  Finland  towards  the  Neva, 
with  a  violence  fo  extraordinary  that  it  fwelled  that  river  to 
the  height  of  ten  feet  above  its  ufual  level,  and  drove  many 
veffels  on  fhore.  The  author  of  the  interefting  "  Memoires 
•*  fecrets  fur  PItalie,"  who  fome  time  lince  printed  a  part 
of  thefe  particulars,  furmifes  that  the  young  Tarranakoff  fell 
in  prifon  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner.  The  truth  is, 
the  grounds  are  but  very  flight  for  rendering  credible  either 
the.  one  or  the  other  account. 

light 
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light  on  the  brutal  character  of  the  man.  One 
evening  that  he  was  at  fupper  in  a  houfe  *  with 
a  large  company,  he  wifhed  to  difplay  his  extra- 
ordinary ftrength.  He  with  great  eafe  broke  in 
his  hand  feveral  pieces  of  criftal  and  iron.  He 
then  took  between  two  of  his  ringers  an  apple, 
which  he  broke  into  feveral  pieces.  A  royal 
duke,  brother  of  an  illuftrious  monarch,  was 
at  table  ;  one  of  the  pieces  of  apple  ftruck 
the  prince  on  his  face,  and  hurt  him.  Every 
one  prefent  was  extremely  affe&ed  at  this  acci- 
dent. Alexius  Orloff  alone  feemed  entirely 
unmoved,  and  even  deigned  not  to  make  the 
(lighten:  apology  to  the  duke. 

Though  repeatedly  vanquifhed,  the  ottoman 
armies  were  eafily  recruited,  and  refilled  the 
efforts  of  the  Ruffians  -,  like  a  terrible  hydra, 
whole  heads  increafed  under  the  reiterated  blows 
of  Romantzoff  and  his  inferior  commanders. 
The  ruffian  general  Veiffmann  croffed  the  Da- 
nube, and  beat  the  Turks  near  Ifaccia.  Soon 
after  this  the  grand  vizir  forced  him  to  repaid 
that  river,  and  advanced  to  Bukhareft  with  an 
army  of  100,000  men.  There  the  Turks  were 
completely  victorious.     But  no  long  time  was 

;*  At   the    houfe   of    the  marchionefs   Gentili   Bocca 
Paduli. 

allowed 
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allowed  them  to  rejoice  in  their  fuccefies.  In 
three  fucceffivc  battles  the  Ruffians  regained  the 
upper  hand. 

The  grand  vizir  retreated  into  the  mountains 
of  the  Bulgarians  -,  and  Romantzoff,  leaving  the 
right  bank  of  the  Danube,  took  up  his  winter- 
quarters  in  Moldavia  and  Valachia. 

The  khan  of  the.  Krimea  fought  valiantly  for 
the  Turks.  Catharine  refolved  to  be  revenged 
on  him,  and  deprive  the  enemy  of  this  affiftance. 
She  had  already  for  fome  time  eftablifhed  a  fort 
of  intelligence  in  the  Krimea.  Her  emiflaries 
were  fecretly  working  to  fow  difTentions  among 
the  Tartars,  and  to  draw  off  from  the  khan  the 
confidence  of  his  fubjects.  They  fucceeded  in 
thefe  endeavours j  and  valour  completed  what 
had  been  begun  by  intrigue. 

The  famous  lines  of  Perekop  had  fubmitted* 
forty  years  before,  to  the.  intrepidity  of  Munich. 
Learning  prudence  by  this  example,  the  khans 
of  the  Krimea  rendered  this  paflage  more  diffi- 
cult than  it  had  hitherto  been.  Neverthelefs, 
neither  a  ditch  of  72  feet  in  width,  and  42  in 
depth,  nor  50,000  Tartars,  who  defended  it, 
were  able  to  check  the  career  of  prlnce^Dolgo- 
rucky.  By*  forcing  this  barrier  that  general 
made  himfelf  matter  of  all  the  Krimea:  and  as 

vol.  11.  (^  the 
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the  reward  of  his  victory,  he  received  of  the 
cmprefs  the  furname  of  Krimfky  *. 

The  khan,  forced  to  abandon  his  country,  to 
avoid  falling  into  the  power  of  the  conqueror, 
retired  to  the  dependencies  of  Turkey.  Prince 
Dolgorucky  immediately  caufed  a  new  khan  to 
be  elected  •,  but  neither  was  this  fuch  an  one  as 
the  Ruffians  wanted  -3  and  he  detached  himfelf 
from  their  party  without  delay. 

The  grand  fignor,  incenfed  that  Abaza-pafha, 
and  fome  other  of  the  turkifh  commanders,  had 
bafely  abandoned  the  Krimea,  fent  them  the 
fatal  bow-ftring,  and  caufed  their  bleeding  heads 
to  be  expofed  on  the  gates  of  the  feraglio. 

The  defertion  of  the  Krim  by  the  turkifh 
commanders  was  not  the  only  ad  of  treachery  of 
which  the  Porte  had  at  that  time  to  complain. 
It  had  juft  concluded  j-,  with  the  court  of  Vienna, 

*  This  is  an  ancient  cuftom  in  Ruffia.  Prince  Dolgorucky 
received  the  furname  of  Krimfky,  becaufe  he  conquered  the 
Krim  ;  marfhal  Romantzoff  that  of  Sadunaifky,  becaufe  he 
croffed  the  Danube  ;  Alexius  Orloff  that  of  TfchefmenfkoT, 
becaufe  of  the  victory  at  Tfchefme  ;  marfhal  Suvaroff  that 
of  Rimnitfky  ;  as  the  famous  duke  Alexander  had  anciently 
received  that  of  Nevfky  or  Neffky,  on  account  of  his  gain- 
ing a  victory  over  the  Swedes  on  the  banks  of  the  Neva. 

f  The  6th  of  July. 

a  fecret 
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a  fecret  treaty,  by  which  that  court  engaged  to 
take  up  arms  offenfively  in  its  behalf,  on  condi- 
tion that  it  would  defray  the  cxpences  of  the 
war,  and  that  it  would  reftore  at  the  peace  a 
part  of  Valachia  and  fome  other  auftrian  terri- 
tories which  it  had  conquered.  Faithful  to  thefe 
engagements,  the  Porte  began  by  paying  the 
court  of  Vienna  five  millions  of  imperial  florins  *,  n  * 
The  court  of  Vienna  made  ufe  of  it  immediately  :'  ^  " 
but,  to  the  fhame  of  the  profeffors  of  the 
chriftian  faith,  it  was  in  making  preparations  for 
turning  its  arms  againft  the  Porte  itfelf,  and  to 
unite  with  Ruffia. 

For  fome  time  paft  a  dreadful  fcourge  had 
been  ravaging  the  interior  of  Ruffia.  The 
plague  had  manifefted  itfelf  in  Mofco ;  and  the 
ignorance  of  the  phyficians,  in  conjunction  with 
the  fuperftition  of  the  people,  increafed  its  fury. 
The  phyficians  at  firft  miftook  the  diftemper 
for  nothing  more  than  an  epidemical  fever ;  and 
the  people,  who  faw  that  the  phyficians  were 
not  able  to  cure  it,  purfued  them  on  all  fides, 
and  forced  them  into  concealment  in  order  to 
efcape  their  rage.     But  it  will  be  neceffary  to 

*  This  fum  makes  1,093,7501.  fterling.  Some  perfons 
pretend  that  the  Porte  reckoned  only  6000  purfes,  6r 
787,5001.  fterling.  But  the  procedure  of  the  court  of 
Vienna  is  not  at  all  the  lefs  odious. 

<*ji  fpeak 
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iptak  fomewhat  more  particularly  on  this  fubject. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  turkifh  dominions, 
whether  from  a  want  of  due  attention  to  cleanli- 
nefs,  or  from  whatever  other  caufe,  are  more 
fubject  to  this  malady  than  the  countries  of 
Europe.  The  ruffian  army,  after  defeating  the 
Turks,  on  their  entering  their  territories  and 
towns  as  conquerors,  were  met  by  the  contagion, 
and  brought  it  with  them  to  their  country  j 
where  the  folly  of  feveral  of  their  generals  con* 
tributed  to  its  propagation,  as  if  they  thought, 
by  a  military  word  of  command,  to  alter  the 
nature  of  things*  Lieutenant-general  Stoffeln, 
at  Yaffy,  where  the  peftilence  raged  in  the 
winter  of  1770,  iffued  peremptory  orders,  that 
its  name  .mould  not  be  pronounced  :  he  even 
obliged  the  phyficians  and  the  furgeons  to  draw 
up  a  declaration  in  writing,  that  it  was  only  a 
fpotted  fever.  One  honeft  furgeon,  of  the  name 
of  Kluge,  refufed  to  fign  it.  In  this  manner 
the  feafon  of  prevention  was  neglected;  the 
men  fell  dead  upon  the  road  in  heaps.  Several 
thoufand  ruffian  foldiers  were  by  this  means 
carried  off:  the  number  of  burghers  that  died 
was  never  known,  as  they  had  run  into  the 
country  and  into  the  forefts.  At  length  the 
havoc  of  death  reached  the  general's  own 
people  3  he  remained  true  to  his  perfuafioh,  left 

the 
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the  town,  and  went  into  the  more  perilous 
camp  :  but  his  intrepidity  availed  him  nothing  ; 
he  died  of  the  plague  in  July  1771.  Afiiftance 
now  arrived  -,  but  it  was  too  late  :  almoft  all  the 
fick  were  fent  to  die  in  lazarets.  The  defertion 
of  the  place  was  the  only  remaining  remedy. 
Two  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  battalion 
amounted  only  to  400  men.  To  the  fame 
fmall  number  were  likewife  in  September  the 
regiments  at  Khotyim  reduced,  alfo  from  want 
of  precaution.  The  baggages  that  had  been 
packed  up  in  the  time  of  the  plague  were 
brought  out,  and  opened,  that  the  foldiers  who 
had  ferved  the  campaign  in  their  waiftcoats 
alone  might  have  their  coats  againft  winter ;  the 
clothes  were  fo  infected,  that  the  people  who 
were  employed  in  unfolding  them  were  imme- 
diately attacked  with  mortal  ulcers.  In  Kief  no 
phyfician  or  furgeon  had  ever  feen  the  plague  ; 
they  therefore  took  it  for  a  putrid  fpotted  fever. 
Afterwards,  but  too  late,  they  were  better 
advifed.  ,  The  free  intercourfe  at  the  markets 
and  in  the  churches  had  already  univerfally 
fpread  the  mi  alma.  Add  to  this,  the  foldiers 
were  not  refcrained  from  robbing  the  infected 
houfes  of  the  dead  -,  thus  infecting  themfelves 
and  others.  Even  the  commandant  was  negli- 
gent of  his  duty,  in  not  taking  care,  by  regu- 
0^3  lations 
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lations  and  punifhments,  that  the  houfes  were 
duly  cleanfed  and  ventilated  -,  nay,  he  was 
covetous  enough  to  caufc  whole  chefts  full  of 
linen  and  other  goods  to  be  brought  out  of 
thefe  houfes,  and  flowed  in  the  vaults  of  his. 
The  governor  gave  rife  to  a  fhamefu]  and  ftupid 
piece  of  fuperftition,  to  which  he  was  perfuaded 
by  a  turkifh  officer  taken  prifoner,  who  pur- 
chafed  his  freedom  by  it.  This  man  wrote 
tickets,  containing  thefe  words :  "  O  great 
tc  Muhammed,  have  pity  for  this  once  on  the 
"  chriftians,  for  the  fake  of  our  deliverance 
€<  from  captivity,  and  free  them  foon  from 
"  the  peftilence  !"  The  governor  caufed  the 
writing  to  be  (tuck  on  poles  againft  the  belfries 
of  the  chriftian  churches  ;  the  people  truftcd  to 
the  remedy,  and  were  Hill  more  carelefs  of 
themfelves  than  before  :  the  peftilence,  therefore, 
naturally  fpread  farther  and  wider.  Within  a 
few  months  of  the  year  1770,  one  quarter  of  the 
town  alone  loft  upwards  of  6000  perfons. 

With  fuch  miferable  doings,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  the  dreadful  diftemper  came  by  the  army 
from  Poland  and  from  the  Ukraine,  about 
chriftmas  1770,  even  to  Mofco.  Alas !  here 
too  at  the  beginning,  an  ukaufe  was  printed  and 
publifhed,  to  allure  the  people,  that  there  was 
no  peftilence,  and  that  a  falfe  alarm  had  been 

wickedly 
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wickedly  raifed  among  the  burghers.  _  Betides, 
fome  phyficians  and   furgeons  maintained   the 
fame  thing  much  later.     But  when  the  emprefs 
was  informed  of  the  truth  of  the  matter,  me 
difpatched  affiftance  with  all  fpeed  to  Kief  and 
to  Mofco.     The  calamity  had  already  rifen  to  its 
height  in  this  great  metropolis.     The  principal 
families  left  it  betimes,  and  went  into  the  coun- 
try, and  with  them  went  all  that  were  able  :  the 
former  might  indeed  have  gone  out  of  clean 
houfes ;  but  who  would  anfwer  for  the  others  ? 
Hence  the  contagion  was  fpread  through  the 
neighbouring  villages  and  towns,  where  at  leaft 
30,000  perfons  perifhed.     But  it  may  be  com- 
puted, that  in  Mofco  only  the  fourth  part  of  the 
ordinary  number  of  its   inhabitants   were   left 
alive  :  however,  afterwards,  in  December  1771, 
■    juft  upon  the  flopping  of  the  plague,  it  was 
•4bund  by  calculation,  that  upwards  of  60,000 
died  there  within  a  year  not  yet  complete.    The 
dead  lay  for  three  or  four  days  in  the  ftreets 
where  they  had  fallen,  or  where  they  had  been 
thrown  out  from  the  houfes  j  as  the  police  had 
neither  carts  nor  people  enough  to  carry  them 
away.      The    worthy   general    Yerapkin    was 
making  every  exertion  in  his  power,  when  in  Sep- 
tember the  emprefs,  who,  as  it  is  exprefled  in 
the  patent,  preferred  the  welfare  of  her  fubjedts 
0^4  t0 
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to  every  other  confideration,  in  this  perilous 
time  fent  her  favourite  Gregory  Orloff  with 
extraordinary  full  powers  to  check  the  further 
incurfions  of  the  malady  at  that  place,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  the  evil  on  the  fpot.  On  this 
prefling  exigency  the  ium  of  100,000  rubles 
was  immediately  iffued.  Orloff  went  daily  to 
the  fenate  j  and  every  week  a  ukaufe  came  out. 
He  appointed  a  commiffion  of  health,  of  which, 
befides  a  general  and  a  ftate-counfellor,  the  mod 
fkilful  phyficians  were  members.  In  addition 
to  the  two  peft-houfes,  monafteries  and  palaces 
were  turned  into  lazarets,  a  building  was  appro- 
priated to  orphan  children  from  the  infected 
houfes,  feveral  of  the  public  offices  were  con- 
verted into  places  for  the  keeping  of  quarantine, 
and  other  falutary  meafures  were  adopted.  At 
thefe  eflablifhments  the  neceffary  perfons  were 
put  immediately  upon  flipends;  and  all  phyfi-* 
cians  and  furgeons  who  were  confpicuous  for 
their  diligence  and  zeal  were  handfomely  re- 
warded. A  new  turn  was  given  to  the  whole 
bnfinefs ;  and  all  the  precautions  for  f^fety  were 
vifibly  attended  with  due  effects.  But  methods 
of  cure  were  ftill  apparently  not  to  be  found  : 
very  few  of  fuch  as  once  caught  the  infection 
efraped  with  their  lives ;  their  being  inclofed, 
however,  prevented  its  farther  progrefs.     It  was 

only 
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only  the  fevere  winter  that  put  an  end  to  the 
calamity  in  Mofco,  as  well  as  in  the  other  in- 
fected places.  At  the  beginning  of  September, 
in  Mofco,  died  every  day  800  perfons ;  about 
the  middle  of  October  700  to  6005  the  21ft  of 
October  only  400.  The  froft  continued  to 
grow  more  intenfe  :  on  the  15th  of  November 
the  plague  carried  off  150  perfons  -,  on  the  30th 
ftill  75  •,  but  on  the  4th  of  December  only  10 
died,  and  fo  continually  fewer:  two,  three,  five, 
and,  on  fome  intervening  days,  not  even  one  -,  * 

till  the  6th  of  January  1772,  the  plague  entirely/  J^l.  U  J  c4/n 
ceafed. —  In  the  night  of  the  30th  of  December, 
during  a  violent  ftorm  of  wind,  a  fire  broke  out 
in  the  imperial  palace,  inhabited  by  the  newly- 
appointed  governor,  prince  Volkonfky,  As  the 
ftructure  was  chiefly  of  timber,  the  whole  of  it, 
together  with  the  church,  was  entirely  con- 
fumed. 

A  more  calamitous  hiftory  of  this  unfortunate 
time  to  Mofco  ftill  remains  to  be  related.  It 
mould  feem  as  if  the  afflictive  violations  to 
which  the  human  race  is  fubject  from  the  courfe 
of  Nature,  and  to  which  Nature  herfelf  at  length 
applies  the  moft  effectual  remedies,  were  not 
fufficientj  the  moft  horrid  diftortion  of  mind, 
fanaticifm,  muft  be  brought  in  to  increafe  tije 
calamity.     The  fuperftitious   populace  in  this 

metropolis 


234  LIFE    OF    THE 

(yAjvrffiufft  metropolis  defpifed  the  precautions  recommended 
by  government,  and  the  prescriptions  of  the 
phyficians.  The  latter,  efpecially  fuch  as  were 
foreigners,  frequently,  as  they  palled  through  the 
fcreets,  were  not  fure  of  their  lives.  Prayers  to 
the  pictures  of  the  faints  were  held  to  be  the 
only  true  methods  of  cure.  This,  which  at  firfl: 
was  no  more  than  an  unhappy  folly,  foon  grew 
into  a  criminal  fury.  In  September,  a  fortnight 
before  the  arrival  of  Gregory  Orloff,  a  hot- 
brained  enthufiaft  of  the  vulgar  clafs  of  people, 
got  together  a  number  of  the  rabble,  and  de- 
clared to  them  that  the  picture  of  God's  mother, 
near  the  Varvarfkoi  gate  (the  bridge-gate  of 
St.  Barbara  leading  to  a  chapel)  had  appeared  to 
him,  complaining  of  neglect  in  the  worfhip  of  it, 
and  promifing  by  a  miracle  to  quell  the  pefti- 
lence  if  that  worfhip  was  zealouily  revived. 
At  this  gate  he  continued  (landing,  and  declared 
the  fame  thing  to  the  priefts  and  pallengera 
as  they  paffed  through  it.  The  (lory  was  fpread 
from  one  to  the  other,  and  none  of  the  hearers 
thought  of  raifing  a  doubt  whether  or  not  the 
man  was  in  his  right  mind.  The  faithful  from 
all  parts  of  rhe  town  flocked  in  great  multitudes 
to  St.  Barbara's  gate,  addrefiing  the  picture 
in  vociferous  cries,  bringing  ornaments  of  drefs 
to  hang  about  it,  and  on  that  and  the  following 

days 
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days   made   many   confiderable    prefents    to   it 
in  gold  and  jewels.     Now   began  proceflions, 
and  continued  in  endlefs  fuccefiion.     The   Tick 
particularly  preffed   forward  on   this   occafion, 
and  fuch  as  were  not  Tick  mingled  among  them. 
The   daemon   of  peftilence   could   have   found 
no  better  a  helpmate  than  the  dsemon  of  fuperfti- 
tion.     The  primate  of  Mofco9'the  archhierey 
or  archbifhop  Amvrofi,  (Ambrofius,)  a  virtuous 
and   enlightened   man,  wifhed   to  put  an  end 
to  this  dreadful  rage,  and  to  that  end  applied  for 
afiiftance  to  general  Yerapkin,  who  gave  him 
five  foldiers.     Thefe  he  fentin  filence  late  in  the 
winter-evening  to  the  Varvarikoi  gate,  to  fetch 
away  the  picture  that  was  now  become  the  caufe 
of  fuch  public  affliction.     But  neither  night  nor 
day  was  the  gate  free  from  a  fanatical  tumult 
before  the  painted  mother  of  God.     The  foldiers 
were  driven  off.     The  mob  poured  invectives  on 
the  archhierey,  and,  one  and  all  crying  out  that 
he  was  a  heretic,  ran  to  the  church-belfries  and 
rang  all  the  bells,  to  rouze  the  whole  populace 
of  the  city,  and  bring  them  together  to  inform 
them   of  the  intended   violation   of   the    holy 
figure.     Every  one  rofe  in  hade,  and  ran  into  the 
ftreets  imagining  it  to  be  an  alarm  of  fire ;  but 
upon  inquiry  were  informed  of  what  had  hap- 
pened i  the  prudent  were  but  few  in  number, 

and 
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and  the  reft  made  a  common  caufe  with  the  infur- 
gents  and  joined  the  throng.  The  prelate  in  the 
mean  time  had  fled  to  the  Donfkoi  monaftery 
without  the  city.  This  was  reported  abroad 
in  the  morning;  the  wild  multitude  tumultuoufly 
ran  thither,  and  found  the  archbifhop  in  the 
celebration  of  divine  worfhip.  Neither  the 
place,  nor  the  ftation,  nor  the  age  of  the  man, 
neither  his  drefs  nor  his  prefent  employment, 
made  any  imprefiion  on  the  enthufiaftic  bar- 
barians ;  they  fell  upon  the  venerable  old  man, 
threw  him  to  the  ground,  beat  him  on  the  head, 
and  completed  his  murder  with  knives.  The 
body  remained  till  the  following  day  lying  before 
the  ga.te  of  the  monaftery.  Thus  fell  this 
martyr  to  illumination,  the  generous  friend  of 
his  ungrateful  countrymen. 

The  furious  multitude  now  ran  back  into 
the  city.  A  party  of  them  attacked  the  Danii- 
lofskoi  monaftery,  now  converted  into  a  lazaret, 
drove  the  peftilent  out  of  it,  and  ill-treated  the 
furgeons.  The  fame  thing  they  did  at  thq 
quarantine  houfe.  The  archie pifcopal  refidence 
was  plundered,  the  moft  valuable  of  the  goods 
were  taken  away,  the  reft  deftroyed  :  the  ftore- 
cellars  under  it,  hired  by  a  merchant  for  wine 
and  other  liquors,  were  emptied.  Several  offi- 
cers who  .attempted  to  check  their  -excefies, 
x  turned 
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turned  back  with  bleeding  heads.  The  madnefs 
increafed  every  moment,  and  the  cry  was  now 
againft  the  phyficians  and  furgeons,  whom  they 
imagined  to  have  occafioned  the  peftilence.  An 
italian  dancing-mafter  happened  to  come  in  their 
way :  he  muft  certainly  be  a  doclor  j  they  broke 
both  his  arms  and  his  legs,  and  in  that  condition 
inhumanly  left  him  lying  in  the  ftreet.  The 
houfe  of  a  phyfician  was  attacked  and  plundered. 
They  then  proceeded  to  the  great  hofpital, 
from  which  the  director  and  attendants,  and 
even  the  foldiers  who  amounted  to  ioo  men 
with  loaded  fire-arms,  all  ran  away.  All  the* 
phyficians  and  furgeons  had  already  made  their 
efcape  into  the  country. — But  now,  towards 
evening  the  brave  general  Yerapkin,  at  the  head 
of  1 50  foldiers,  carabineers  and  huffars,  with  two 
field  pieces,  marched  up  to  the  turbulent  crew  -, 
the  fight  was  obftinate  and  laired  till  midnight : 
250  rebels  were  laid  dead  upon  the  ftreet,  300 
taken  prifoners,  and  of  thofe  that  difperfed  many 
were  afterwards  found  wounded  and  dead.  Early 
on  the  following  morning,  the  general  rode  at  the 
head  of  his  men  with  drawn  fabres  through  the 
flreets  of  Mofco,  and  placed  picquets  in  proper 
places.  The  day  after,  a  regiment  of  infantry, 
from  the  villages,  entered  the  town.  The 
governor,  the  deputy-governor,   police-mafter, 

general 


fyenrty 
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general  of  artillery,  and  all  whofe  duty  it  was  to 
be  vigilant  in  preferving  peace  and  order  in 
the  city,  had  prudently  forfaken  Mofco.  Catha- 
y\  rine  reworded  the  brave  Yerapkin  in  a  truly 
imperial  manner. 

Let  us  figure  to  ourfelves  the  ftate  of  that 
enormous  city  while  thefe  tumults  lafted ;  at 
a  time  when  the  minds  of  all  men  were  oppreffed 
with  grief  at  the  dreadful  vifitation  of  the  plague, 
when  every  one  knew  that  each  day  800  perfons 
fell  around  him.  But  during  the  days  of  confu- 
fion  it  was  impoflible  to  think  of  enumerating  the 
dead  or  of  vifiting  the  fick.  The  number  of 
thofe  who  died  muft  have  been  very  great,  as 
the  peftilence  increafed  beyond  all  proportion  by 
the  mixture  of  the  people.  From  the  ift  to  the 
9th  of  October,  the  calculation  was  renewed,  and 
the  dead  were  computed  at  5400 ;  till  the 
numbers  afterwards  decreafed  in  the  above- 
mentioned  ratio,  by  the  counteraction  of  the 
froft. — At  the  re-appearance  of  fpring  1772,  the 
return  of  the  calamity  was  apprehended;  the 
care  of  the  government  was  therefore  redoubled. 
It  was  publilhed  throughout  the  city,  that  who- 
ever kept  in  concealment  any  goods  or  other 
things  in  houfes  that  had  been  infected,  even 
though  they  were  ftolen,  he  might  freely  produce 
them  j  and,  inftead  ofpunifhmenr,  mould  receive 

from 
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from  10  to  20  rubles ;  farther,  that  fuch  articles 
as  had  been  in  the  poffeflion  of  infe&ed  perfons, 
and  confequently  muft  be  burnt,  fhould  be  paid 
for  according  to  their  full  value.  This  had  the 
defired  effect :  the  people  very  readily  produced 
what  they  had,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
proclamation,  as  by  fo  doing  they  got  money  and 
loft  nothing.  The  vifiting  of  the  fick,  of  what- 
ever nature  were  their  complaints,  was  feduloufly 
continued.  Travellers  underwent  a  ftrict  ex- 
amination, and  were  obliged  to  remain  a  certain 
time  in  quarantine-houfes,  of  which,  between 
Mofco  and  Peterfburg  alone  there  were  no  lels 
than  feven.  However,  at  the  clofe  of  January 
1772  the  plague  had  entirely  difappeared,  which,  /77  'L 
according  to  fome  ftatements,  during  its  conti- 
nuance, from  December  177 1  to  December 
1772,  had  coll:  the  ruffian  empire  133,299 
perfons. 

Concerning  the  murder  of  the  archbifhop, 
fome  accounts  pretend,  that  after  having  caufed 
the  facred  pidture  to  be  removed  from  its  place, 
the  people  became  more  furious  *,  and  accufing 

the 

*  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  to  what  length  the  Ruffians 
carry  their  fanaticifm  for  thefe  pi&ures  of  the  faints,  which 
they  call  bohgs  or  gods.  The  figure  of  fome  faint  is 
painted  in  gaudy  colours  on  a  piece  of  board,  and  the  filver, 

gold* 
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the  archbifhop  of  inhumanity  and  facrilege,  they 
broke  open  '.he  doors  of  a  monaftery  in  which 
the  prelate  had  fought  an  afylum  :  the  archbifhop 
then  thought  to  efcape  the  rage  of  the  multitude 
*by  hiding  himfelf  in  the  fanctuary,   where,  ac- 


gold,  or  diamonds  about  the  hands  and  face  of  it  conftitute 
its  value.  When  a  Ruffian  enters  a  room,  the  firft  thing  he 
does  is  to  falute  the  god,  which  is  placed  again  ft  the  wall  in 
one  corner,  by  bowing  and  crofting  himfelf.  St.  Nicholas, 
St.  John  the  baptift,  St.  Sergius,  and  St.  Alexander  Nefsky, 
are  the  figures  in  moft  requeft,  except  the  bogoroditza,  the 
mother  of  God.  Every  one  has  his  particular  patron,  to 
which  he  applies  in  cafes  of  need.  When  his  neighbours  fee 
that  he  fucceeds  in  the  culture  of  his  fields  or  in  trade,  they 
borrow  or  hire  his  god,  to  which  they  attribute  his  profperity. 
They  then  pay  the  borrowed  figure  all  forts  of  reverence  and 
offerings.  There  are  in  fome  towns  god-markets,  and  the 
fole  difference  between '  the  chaffering,  is,  that  in  this  the 
word  money  mult  never  be  pronounced.  Some  people  will 
never  go  to  their  daily  labour,  or  fet  out  on  a  journey,  with- 
out taking  their  god  with  them ;  and  if  a  ftranger  call 
at  their  houfe  in  the  mean  time,  and  afks  to  falute  the  bog, 
the  wife  replies  that  he  is  gone  into  the  fields,  or  on 
a  journey.  St.  George  is  a  pix>te£tor  of  horned  cattle. 
The  horfes  are  looked  after  by  St.  Anthony,  and  the  fifii 
by  St.  Jonas  ;  one  cures  one  difeafe  and  another  another.— 
But  perhaps  it  is  unjuft  to  deride  any  religion  for  its  fu- 
perftitions ;  all  national  eftablifiiments  have  them  under 
one  form  or  another  ; 

Facies  non  omnibus  una  * 

Nee  diverfa  tamen,  qualem  decet  effe  fororum. 

cording 
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cording  to  the  greek  ritual,  the  priefts  alone  have 
a  right  to  enter.  Unfortunately,  a  child  feeing 
him  pafs  by,  ran  and  told  where  he  was.  The 
rabble  rufhed  into  the  church,  and  feizing  on  the 
old  man,  dragged  him  to  the  gate  in  order  to 
kill  him.  The  unfortunate  archbifhop,  perceiv- 
ing that  his  death  was  inevitable,  conjured  the 
affaffins  to  let  him  go  up  to  the  altar  to  commu- 
nicate once  more.  To  this  they  confented  ;  and 
flood  calmly  looking  on  while  the  venerable 
prelate  was  performing  the  pious  ceremony ; 
which  he  had  no  fooner  finifhed,  than  they 
fprung  upon  him  again,  and,  hauling  him  out  of 
the  church,  barbaroufly  put  him  to  death  in 
the  manner  already  related.  The  foldiers  of  the 
police  arrived  too  late  to  fave  the  archbifhop's 
life  •,  but  they  arretted  fome  of  the  leaders  of 
the  mob,  who  were  knooted  to  death.  ~        4    /-.< 

Great  praife  was  certainly  due  to  count  Gregory  cf  &? L -^    ■ 
Orloff  for   his   conduct  while    the  plague  was' 
raging  at  Mofco.     The  emprefs,  as  we  have 
feen,    had  already   fent   affiftance   to   (lop   the    - 
progrefs  of  the  contagion ;    but  it  was  attended 
with  no  effect.     It  was  neceffary  that  fome  man 
gf  authority  ihould  go  thither  to  awe  the  popu- 
lace, and  make  them  fubmit  to  the  regulations 
prefcribed,  and  to  the  obfervance  of  more  clean- 
linefs    than    ufual.      Gregory    Orloff   had   the 

vol.  ii,  r  couraere 
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courage  to  go  and  brave  both  the  peflilence 
and  fuperflition.  He  repaired  to  Mofco  with 
extraordinary  promptitude ;  he  prohibited  and 
prevented  all  kinds  of  afTemblies  ;  he  himfelf 
vifited  the  perfons  afflicted  with  the  epidemical 
diftemper ;  he  procured  them  all  the  affiftance 
they  wanted  -,  and  he  took  particular  care  to 
order  the  furgeons  and  the  officers  who  feconded 
him,  to  fee  to  the  burning  of  the  cloaths  of  the 
fick  who  fell  victims  to  this  terrible  fcourge  j  till 
the  malady  at  laft  yielded  to  the  unceafing  atten- 
tions of  count  Gregory  Orloffand  the  feverity  of 
the  winter. 

On  his  return  to  St.  Peteriburg,  Gregory 
OrlofF  found  in  Catharine  a  grateful  fovereigm 
That  princefs  caufed  a  column  to  be  erected 
and  a  medal  to  be  (truck,  as  memorials  to  pofte- 
rity  of  the  fervice  he  had  rendered  his  country. 

The  peflilence  had  not  only  attacked  the 
interior  parts  of  Ruffia  :  the  ruffian  and  ottoman 
armies,  who  were  fighting  on  the  banks  of 
the  Danube,  were  infected  with  it.  They  fpread 
it  in  Poland ;  and  this  it  was  that  ferved  as 
a  pretence  for  the  invafion  which  had  long  been 
meditating  by  the  king  of  Pruflia. 

The   emprefs  was  adding  from  day  to  day 

to  the  weight  of  the  yoke  which  (he  had  lain 

sjpon  Poland.     Her  troops  purfued  on  all  fides 

is  the 
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the  routed  confederates  of  Bar,  and  pillaged  or 
ravaged  their  poffeffions.  That  princefs  herfclf 
did  not  difdain  to  partake  in  the  fpoil.  They 
carried  off  the  famous  library  of  prince  Radzivil, 
containing  an  invaluable  collection  of  lithuanian 
hiftory,  and  it  was  tranfported  to  Peterfburg, 
from  whence  it  undoubtedly  will  never  return. 
But  at  the  very  time  that  fo  odious  a  depredation 
was  carrying  on,  Cathar  e  tranfmitted  to  War- 
faw  declarations,  in  whit  »  fhe  fpoke  of  nothing 
but  her  equity,  her  beneficence,  and  the  de- 
fires  fhe  was  cherifhing  for  the  pacification  of 
Poland. 

The  Poles,  irritated  at  the  tyranny  of  the 
Ruffians,  were  incefTantly  making  new  efforts  to 
free  themfelves  from  it.  They  believed  their 
unhappy  king  was  in  concert  with  the  emprefs ; 
and  in  that  perfuafion  they  attempted  to  revenge 
upon  him  the  miferies  which  fhe  was  bringing  on 
them.  The  confederates  had  elected  for  their 
general  a  polifh  nobleman  named  Pulaufsky, 
a  man  of  confummate  intrepidity,  and  fo  paflion- 
ately  devoted  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  that  he 
made  no  hefitation  of  ferving  the  moft  righteous 
of  caufes  by  criminal  means.  .  . 

Pulaufsky  refolved  to  get  poffeffion  of  they  uMuo/Jwj 
king's  perfon,    and    trufted   the   execution   of 
r  i  his 
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his  project  to  three  other  confederates*,  of 
whofe  boldnefs  and  capacity  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted. After  having  taken  an  oath  to  their 
general  either  to  deliver  to  him  the  king,  or 
to  put  him  to  death  if  they  could  not  bring 
him  off  alive,  the  three  chiefs  and  40  dragoons, 
difguifed  as  peafants,  entered  Warfaw  by  different 
routes.  They  learnt  the  following  funday  f  that 
the  king  was  to  pafs  the  evening  at  prince 
Chartorinfky's,  his  Uncle.  Some  of  them  then 
went  and  pofted  themfelves  without  the  city, 
while  the  others  were  lurking  about  in  ambufh 
in  the  way  which  the  king  was  to  pafs.  At 
about  10  o'clock  at  night  that  prince,  accom- 
panied by  14  or  15  perfons,  and  having  one 
of  his  aides-de-camp  in  his  carriage,  were  re- 
turning to  the  palace,  when  all  at  once  the  con- 
fpirators  advanced,  and  bade  the  coachman  flop. 
At  the  fame  time  piftols  were  feveral  times  dis- 
charged at  the  carriage.  One  of  the  heyducque's 
being  ftruck  with  a  ball,  fell  down  £.  The  reft 
of  the  king's  fuite,  without  excepting  the  aid-de- 
camp, took  to  flight.  One  of  the  affaflins  fired  a 
piftol  at  the  king,  and  pierced  his  hat.     Another 

*  Lukaufsky,  Stravenfky,  and  Kofmfky. 
f  The  3d  of  September.         t  He  died  the  day  after. 

made 
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made  a  ftroke  at  his  head,  and  gave  him  a 
deep  wound.  After  this  they  took  him  by 
the  collar,  and  dragged  him  between  their  horfes 
along  the  darkeft  ftreets.  Perceiving  foon  that 
he  began  to  breathe  hard,  and  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  him  to  keep  up  with  them  on 
foot,  they  made  him  get  upon  a  horfe,  and 
on  their  coming  to  the  foffe  which  furrounds 
Warfaw,  they  forced  him  to  take  the  leap  with 
them.  The  horfe  on  which  the  king  rode 
fell  and  broke  his  leg.  The  king  received  a 
hurt  in  his  foot.  They  then  mounted  his  majefty 
on  another  horfe.  One  of  the  chiefs  plucked  off 
his  order  of  the  black  eagle  of  Pruffia,  and 
the  crofs  of  diamonds  that  was  appendant  to  the 
riband.  This  done,  the  greater  part  of  the 
confpirators  difperfed.  Seven  of  them  alone, 
under  th^  orders  of  Kofinlky,  remained  with  the 
king,  and  wandered  about  with  him  a  long 
time  in  the  dark,  endeavouring  to  avoid  the 
beaten  paths.  Soon  after,  they  found  themfelves 
in  a  fore  ft  only  one  league  diftant  from  Warfaw. 
The  voices  of  fome  ruffian  patrolls  were  heard, 
The  confpirators  were  frightened,  and  fled.  The 
king  remained  alone  with  Kofinlky :  but,  not 
daring  to  call  for  affiftance,  for  fear  that  Kofinlky 
might  kill  him>  he  tried  to  perfuade  him  to  let 
fiim  efcape.  Kofinlky  helitated  a  confiderable 
r  3  time* 


246  LIFE    OF    THE 

time.  His  oath  flood  in  his  way.  At  length, 
however,  he  yielded  to  the  folicitations  of  the 
king ;  and,  after  having  implored  his  pardon  on 
his  knees,  he  conducted  him  to  a  mill  which 
flood  at  no  great  diftance.  The  king,  without 
making  himfelf  known,  immediately  wrote  a 
billet,  which  he  difpatched  by  a  countryman 
to  the  colonel  of  his  guards. 

Warfaw  was  in  the  utmoft  conflernation.  The 
king's  hat  had  been  found  all  covered  with 
blood ;  this  naturally  led  to  the  belief  that 
his  majefty  was  dead.  But  as  foon  as  it  was 
heard  that  he  had  efcaped  from  his  afTaffins,  the 
people   gave    themfelves    up    to    tranfports   of 

joy- 
Several  of  the  villains  were  taken,  and  perifhed 

on  the  fcaffold.     Kofinfky  obtained  his  pardon. 

He  retired  into  Italy,  where  the  king  fettled  on 

him  a  penfion.     As  to  general  Pulaufsky  *,  he 

publifhed  a  manifefto,  in  which  he  declared  that 

he  had  taken  no  fhare  in  the  atrocious  attempt 

againfl  the  polifh   monarch.     This   declaration 

was  believed  by  no  one. 

*  Pulaufsky  went  afterwards  to  America,  where  he  had 
the  command  of  a  legion  in  the  fervice  of  the  united  ftates  ; 
and,  being  on  a  vifit  to  M.  d'Eftaing  at  the  fiege  of 
Savannah,  in  1779,  he  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball  by 
the  fide  of  that  general. 

The 
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The  danger  which  Staniflaus  Auguftus  had 
run,  furnifhed  the  Ruffians  with  a  new  pretext 
for  purfuing  the  confederates  of  Bar,  and  for 
preparing  the  difmemberment  of  Poland.  But 
was  Catharine  in  want  of  pretexts  ?  It  will  pre- 
fently  be  feen  that  fhe  had  fo  ordered  matters  as 
to  be  able  to  do  without  them. 

1772.  The  Ruffians  and  the  Ottomans  were  111% 
equally  in  want  of  peace.  Their  armies,  weakened 
by  numerous  battles,  by  fucceffive  fatigues,  and 
by  the  contagious  diftemper,  were  always  recruit- 
ing and  always  diminifhing  in  greater  propor- 
tion. The  fquadron  of  Alexius  Orloff  ftill 
maintained  the  dominion  of  the  grecian  feasj 
but  the  long  fojourn  of  the  Ruffians  in  a  climate 
fo  different  from  their  own,  and  the  intempe- 
rance in  which  they  indulged,  had  brought  on 
an  epidemic  difeafe  which  threatened  to  carry  off 
every  failor  of  the  fleet.  The  capudan-pafha, 
ambitious  to  retaliate  the  difafters  he  had  fuffered, 
was  bufily  employed  in  preparing  new  arma- 
ments in  Conftantinople,  and  was  in  hopes  to 
bring  out  againft  his  conquerors  a  fquadron 
more  formidable  than  that  which  had  fallen  a 
prey  to  the  flames.  Baron  Tott,  a  french  officer 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Porte,  overcame  the  igno- 
rance of  the  Turks,  and  had  introduced  into 
their  arfenals  fuch  order  and  activity  as  was 
R  4  dangerous 
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dangerous  to  their  enemies.  The  valiant  Muf- 
foum  Oglou  had  rifen,  for  the  fecond  time,  to 
the  pod  of  grand  vizir,  and  had  refumed  the 
command  of  the  army  of  the  Danube.  Not- 
withstanding this,  the  two  powers  entered  upon 
a  negotiation  by  the  intervention  of  the  auftrian 
and  pruffian  minifters.  An  armiftice  was  agreed 
upon*  i  and  a  congrefs  was  appointed  to  meet  at 
Fokfhiani, 

This  appeared  to  be  a  favourable  opportunity 
to  the  fchemes  of  count  Gregory  Orloff.  He 
procured  the  honour  of  being  fent  to  treat  with 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  divan.  He  had 
long  been  defirous  of  fharing  the  throne  which 
he  had  fecured  to  Catharine.  He  thought  that, 
by  obtaining  peace  for  Ruffia,  he  mould  acquire 
an  everlafting  claim  upon  the  gratitude  of  the 
empire,  and  furmount  the  difficulties  that  had 
been  oppofed  to  his  ambition.  But  it  was  this 
precifcly  which  gave  birth  to  new  ones. 

Catharine  had  been,  and  was  frill,  much 
attached  to  Orloff.  Orloff,  on  the  contrary, 
had  never  felt  any  affedtion  for  Catharine,  but 
what  arofe  from  gratitude  and  ambition.  Proud 
of  the  favour  of  his  fovereign,  he  fhewed  him- 

*  This  armiftice  was  figned  by  the  ruffian  minifter  Simelin, 
and  by  Se'i'd  Abdukerim  effendi  Mukabedbadzi,  grand 
notary  of  the  divan. 

fctf 
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felf  zealous  to  deferve  it :   but  when  once  he 
thought  that  he  had  acquired  fufficient  grounds 
for  his  pretentions,  his  ardour  began  to  cool; 
and  he  even  affumed  a  diftant  behaviour.     The 
more  Catharine  wifhed  to  bring  him  back  to  his 
ufual  attentions,  the  more  he  Teemed  inclined  to 
retreat,  and  to  feek  his  amufement  in  the  com- 
pany of  other  ladies.     The   emprefs  could  not 
but   refent    this    ungrateful    conduct,    and   be 
mocked  at  the  infenfibility  from  whence  it  pro- 
ceeded.    However,  on  account  of  her  fondnels 
for  Bobrinfky,  the  child  of  Orloff,  me  did  not 
difcard  him  at  once.     This  boy  fhe  privately 
brought  up  in  one  of  the  fuburbs  of  the  city,  often 
going  to  fee  him  under  a  borrowed  name,  and 
in   an   artful    difguife.     It   was    faid   that,     to 
remedy  his  inconftancy,  and  from  affection  to 
the  child,  a  propofal  was  made  him  of  a  clan- 
deftine  marriage  :  that  he  rejected  the  offer  with 
difdain,    prefuming    himfelf  not   unworthy   of 
fitting  befide  her  on  a  throne  which  he  at  firft 
procured  her,  and  had  hitherto  upheld.     Ca- 
tharine, furprifed,  dhTembled  her  difpleafure  for 
a  time ;  but  conceiving  that  the  pride  of  her 
favourite  might  be  attended  with  confequences 
fatal  to  her  repofe,  ihe  refolved,  without  farther 
delay,  to  get  the  better  of  an  attachment  which 
expofed  her  to  too  great  humiliation. 

Though 
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Though  there  was  no  open  mifunderftanding 
between  Panin  and  count  Gregory  Orloff,  he 
was  not  the  lefs  defirous  of  the  downfall  of  this 
favourite.  Too  fagacious,  and  certainly  too 
timid,  to  attack  him  to  his  face,  he  miffed  no 
opportunity  for  giving  him  a  fide-blow.  Orloff 
was  far  from  imitating  the  minifter  in  this  pro- 
cedure. He  never  hated  any  one,  though  he 
was  hated  by  many.  His  arrogance  had  pro- 
cured him  a  great  number  of  enemies  ;  his 
favour  had  raifed  him  up  many  more.  All  were 
pleafed  at  feeing  him  retire  from  court;  and 
the  emprefs  partook  in  the  fatisfaction  of  her 
courtiers.  She  was  in  hopes  that  his  abfence 
would  completely  put  an  end  to  the  remainder 
of  the  attachment  fhe  had  cherifhed  for  him. 
*  Panin,  who  attentively  watched  the  inclin- 
ation of  her  majeftyj  was  not  long  in  perceiving 
that  fhe  often  looked  with  complacency  on  a 
fub-lieutenant  of  the  guards,  named  Vaffilt- 
fchikoff.  He  immediately  thought  of  ufing  this 
young  man  to  the  overthrow  of  Orloff.  Zachar 
ChernichefF,  to  whom  the  arrogance  of  the 
favourite  was  ftill  more  odious  than  to  Panin, 
gladly  feconded  the  fcheme  of  the  minifter.  Both 
of  them  thought  that  the  grand  duke,  who  was 
not  ignorant  that  Orloff  had  the  prefumption  to 
afpire  to  the  throne3  would  not  fail  to  behold 

with 
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with  fatisfacYion  whatever  had  a  tendency  to 
keep  him  from  it.  Every  art  was  therefore 
employed  to  flatter  the  new  inclination  of  the 
emprefs.  Orloff  was  at  the  fame  time  repre- 
fented  to  her  as  a  man  of  unbounded  ambition, 
who  had  only  folicited  to  be  employed  in  nego- 
tiating the  peace  at  Fokfhiani,  in  order  to 
betray  the  interefts  of  RufTia,  by  artfully  pro- 
curing for  himfelf  the  fovereignty  of  Moldavia 
and  Valachia.  It  was  the  eafier  to  raife  fufpi- 
cions  againft  him  in  the  mind  of  Catharine,  as 
fhe  found  his  rival  more  agreeable  to  her  from 
day  to  day. 

Vaffiltfchikoff  pleafed  becaufe  he  was  young 
and  well  made  :  but  he  was  deficient  in  intel- 
lectual improvement,  in  talents,  in  experience, 
and  even  in  boldnefs.  Perhaps,  if  it  had  de- 
pended on  himfelf  alone,  he  would  never  have 
fucceeded  with  the  emprefs  :  but  he  was  not  left 
without  fupport.  Prince  Baratiniky,  expert  in 
the  arts  of  intrigue,  was  on  this  occafion  neither 
fparing  of  his  counfels  nor  of  contrivances  *. 
Vaffiltfchikoff  was  benefited  by  his  cares  j  for 
his  docility  ferved  him  inftead  of  merit.  The 
emprefs  was  fo  fatisfied  with  hinv  that  fhe 
appointed  him  her  chamberlain,  made  him  mag- 

*  Prince  Baratinfky  took  upon  him  to  bring  about  the 
firft  interview  of  the  emprefs  and  her  new  favourite. 

nihxent 
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nificent  prefents,  and  treated  him  often  in  public 
with  a  familiarity  that  eafilv  betrayed  the  under- 
ftanding  that  fubfifted  between  them. 

When  Catharine  propofed  to  the  imperious 
Orloff  to  enter  into  fecret  nuptials,  that  favourite 
was  pleafed  with  the  thought  that  his  refufal 
would  only  fharpen  the  defire  of  the  fovereign, 
and  that  the  accefs  to  the  throne  would  be  eafier 
to  him.  Accuftomed  to  an  affection  of  which  he 
had  the  tenderer!:  pledges,  he  imagined  it  impof- 
fible  to  lofe  the  heart  of  the  emprefs.  What 
was  he  to  think  on  learning  that  fhe  had  taken 
advantage  of  his  abfence  for  accepting  the  offi- 
cioufnefs  of  a  new  admirer  ?  His  mind  was  at 
firft  divided  between  aftonifhment  and  rage  :  but 
his  pride  foon  came  to  his  relief;  and  he  thought 
that  his  prefence  would  be  fufficient  to  revive  a 
flame  which  could  not  be  quite  extinct.  Full  of 
this  idea,  he  forgot  the  negotiations,  the  peace, 
all  the  concerns  of  the  empire,  and  left  Fokfhiani 
without  even  afking  permiffion  of  the  emprefs, 
^and  arrived  at  the  gates  of  Peterfburg.  At  the 
inftant  of  his  appearance,  the  officer  on  guard 
advanced  towards  his  carriage,  and  fliewed  him 
the  order  which  he  had,  not  to  let  him  enter  the 
city.  Orloff  kept  a  profound  filence,  and  took 
the  road  to  one  of  his  country-feats. 
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Two  days  previous  to  the  coming  of  Orloff 
to  Petersburg,  intelligence  was  received  that  he 
had  quitted  Fokfhiani.  This  fudden  return  had 
excited  much  uneafinefs  at  court.  The  emprefs, 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  violence  of  his 
temper,  and  was  apprehenfive  that  he  might 
make  his  appearance  in  fpite  of  her,  gave  orders 
to  double  the  guard  of  the  palace,  and  to  place 
centinels  at  the  gate  of  the  new  favourite.  Not 
yet  put  completely  at  eafe  by  thefe  precautions, 
me  caufed  the  locks  of  his  apartments  to  be 
changed,  of  which  Orloff  had  the  key.  But 
thefe  cares  were  ufelefs  :  there  was  nothing  to  fear 
from  Orloff.  The  moment  it  was  known  that 
he  was  out  of  favour,  he  had  not  a  partizan 
left,  and  his  enemies  ftepped  forward  from  all 
parts. 

Orloff  beheld  his  fituation  in  the  full  extent  of 
its  danger ;  but  his  courage  remained  unfhaken. 
When  the  officers  came,  in  the  name  of  the 
emprefs,  to  require  the  demiffion  of  his  employ- 
ments, he  haughtily  refufed  to  comply.  Her 
majefty  could  eafily  punifli  the  fubjecl:  who 
refitted  her  will :  fhe  rather  chofe  to  tre'at  with 
indulgence  the  man  for  whom  fhe  had  long  enter- 
tained a  regard.  A  compromife  was  entered 
upon  with  Orloff;  and,  overcome  by  the  bounty 
which  his  fovereign  dill  vouchfafed  to  fhew  him, 

he 
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he  confented  to  retire  from  Peterfburg,  and  fet 
oiit  upon  a  journey  through  various  parts  of 
Europe.  As  a  recompence  for  his  fubmiflion, 
he  received  100,000  rubles,  the  brevet  of  a 
penfion  of  150,000,  a  magnificent  fervice  of 
plate,  and  an  eftate  with  6000  peafants  upon  it. 
He  had  already  obtained  a  patent  of  prince  of 
the  roman  empire.  Catharine  chofe  that  he 
mould  take  the  title,  defirous,  doubtlefs,  that 
her  former  favourite  mould  appear  to  the  eyes 
of  foreign  nations  with  a  fplendor  worthy  of  the 
fituation  which  he  had  enjoyed. 

This  part  of  Catharine's  conduct  feems  to 
indicate  a  degree  of  weaknefs.  But  no :  it  was 
not  inconfiftent  with  the  firmnefs  of  her  character 
to  yield  to  circumftances,  when  a  different  con- 
duct muft  oblige  her  to  compliance.  She  knew 
that,  by  punifhing  prince  Orloff,  fhe  would 
affright  all  thofe  who  had  ferved  her.  She 
wifhed  to  perfuade  them  that  her  gratitude  even 
furvived  her  affections. 
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CHAP.    VII. 

Rupture  of  the  congrefs  of  Fokjhianl. — Conferences 
at  Bukhareft. — Partition  of  Poland. — Peace  of 
Kainardgi. — Emigration  of  the  Kalmouks.-— 
Difmiffal  of  the  favourite  Vaffiltfchikoff. — Duke 
Anthony  Ulric  refufes  his  liberty. — Fir  ft  mar- 
riage of  the  grand  duke. — Journey  of  Diderot 
to  St.  P eterfburg.— -Magnificence  of  Catharine. 
— Description  of  her  perfon. — Her  way  of  life. 
—Patriotic  exertions. — Order  of  St.  George. 

I772'       1  HE     congrefs    of    Fokfhiani    was 
opened  *  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  afford  great 

hopes 

*  The  congrefs  opened  the  2d  of  Auguft.  The  pleni- 
potentiaries were  under  tents  ;  and  the  conferences  were 
held  in  a  kiolk,  which  the  Ruffians  had  caufed  to  be  con- 
ftru&ed  for  that  purpofe.  Fokfhiani  is  at  the  diftartce  of 
about  1 6  miles  to  the  north  of  Bukhareft  in  Valachia. 
Nothing  could  afford  a  ftronger  contrail,  than  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the  ruffian  minifters,  oppofed  to  the  ottoman  fim- 
plicity.  The  former  approached  in  four  grand  coaches, 
preceded  by  huffars,  and  attended  by  1 60  domeftics  fuitably 
habited.  The  turkifh  miniilers  were  on  horfeback,  with 
about  60  fervants,  as  plainly  appareled  and  accoutred  as 
themfelves.  Prince  Orloff  was  all  over  one  blaze  of  jewels  ; 
on  his  breaft  was  the  emprefs's  portrait  fet  with  brilliants, 
together  with  the  enfigns  of  the  feveral  orders  with  which 
he  had  been  invefted ;  all  of  which,  as  well  as  his  epaulet 

and 
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hopes  of  an  approaching  peace.  The  ottoman 
minifters  prefented  the  Ruffians  with  fuperb 
carpets,  very  fine  fluffs,  and  excellent  arms  :  and 
Ofman  effendi,  who firftbroke  filence,faid,  "  That 
"  the  grand  fignor  his  mafter  had  recommended 
"  him  to  ferve  God,  and  to  love  peace." 

The  Ruffians  offered  to  Ofman  and  his  col- 
leagues diamonds  and  precious  flones  elegantly 
fet,  a  variety  of  trinkets  of  gold,  and  a  quantity 
of  rich  furs  ;  on  delivering  which  they  an- 
fwered,  that  they  alfo  were  lovers  of  peace  and 
juftice.  However,  they  demanded  fuch  great 
facrinces,  that  the  Turks  were  difgufted  with 
their  propofals.  After  much  fruitlefs  altercation, 
the  plenipotentiaries  feparated. 

Some  time  afterwards,  the  negotiations  were 
refumed    at   Bukharefl    between    marfhal   Ro- 


und buckles,  and  feveral  other  parts  of  his  drefs,  fhone  with 
diamonds.  On  the  other  hand,  Ofman  effendi  was  clothed 
in  a  robe  of  green  camlet  faced  with  ermine,  and  had 
nothing  to  diiuinguim  him  but  a  gold-headed  cane.  It 
would  appear  as  if  riches  and  magnificence  had  difplayed 
their  treafures  in  the  wilds  of  Scythia ;  and  that  ancient 
fimplicity  had  retired  to  the  voluptuous  nations  of  Afia. 
M.  Obrefkoff,  late  minifter  at  the  Porte,  attended  prince 
Orloff.  The  auftrian  and  pruffian  minifters  at  the  fame 
place,  having  received  a  prefent  of  50  purfes,  amounting  to 
about  25,000  dollars,  each,  from  the  grand  fignor,  befides 
a  fixed  daily  allowance  for  their  expences,  attended  alfo  at 
the  opening  of  the  congrefs. 

mantzofF 
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mantzoff  and  the  grand  vizir  MufTum  Oglou. 
Thefe  two  warriors,  who  had  fo  often  fought 
againft  each  other,  were  not  ignorant  how  much 
their  armies  were  in  want  of  reft  3  but  their  con- 
ferences were  as  unfruitful  as  thofe  of  Fokfhiani. 
The  term  of  the  armiftice  was  expired.  The 
pacificators  had  no  longer  any  thoughts  of  war. 

During  all  ttye  time  that  thefe   negotiations 
had  been  going  on,  new  preparations  had  been 
making    for    recommencing    hoftilities.      The 
Ruffians  had  concluded,  with  the  new  khan  of 
the    Krimea,    a   treaty   by    which   that   prince 
declared    himfelf   independent   on    the    grand 
fignor,  and  threw  himfelf  under  the  protection 
of  the  emprefs.     The  Porte,   incenfed  at  the 
defection  of  the  Tartars,  no  lefs  than  at  the  cef- 
fion  they  had  made  to  the  Ruffians  of  the  forts  of 
Kertfch   and   Yenicaly,    which    command   the 
{freights  of  Keffa,  together  with  the  territories 
belonging  to  them,  fent  into  the  Euxine  a  ftrong 
fquadron  of  galliots  and  chebecs.     Catharine  had 
already  fent  thither  a  confiderable  fleet,  and  had 
difpatched  to  it  feveral  englifli  and  dutch  officers, 
particularly  the  captains  Dennifon,  Perry,  and 
Kinfbergen,  under  the  command  of  admiral  fir 
Charles  Knowles. 

But  an  object  of  higher  importance  at  that 
time  occupied  the  mind  of  Catharine.     She  faw 

vol.  11.  s  herfelf 
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herfelf  at  length  on  the  point  of  reaping  the  fru'k 
of  the  troubles  and  divifions  which  fhe  had  been 
lowing  among  the  Poles.     For  a  long  time  in 
agreement  with  the  king  of  Pruffia,  fhe  left  to 
that  prince  the  care  of  procuring  the  content  of 
the  court  of  Vienna  to  the  difmemberment  of 
Poland.     She  was,  moreover,  very  fure  that  fhe 
would  have  but  few  obftacles  to  overcome  on 
the  part  of  the  other  powers.     France  had  then 
a  minifter  not  much  endowed  with  forefight  *. 
England  was  bound  to  Ruffia  by  its  commerce. 
The  ftates  bordering  on  the  Baltic   might  be 
jealous  at  feeing  the  Ruffians  and  the  Pruffians 
gaining  ports  upon  that  fea ;  but  none  of  them 
had  either  the  means  or  the  temerity  to  make 
head  againft  them.    The  Ottomans  were  fcarcely 
more  to  be  dreaded.     How  mould  they  be  in  a 
condition  to  fend  fuccours  to  Poland,  when  they 
were  fo  badly  able  to  defend  themfelves,  and  faw 
themfelves  attacked  in  all  parts  of  their  vaft 
empire  ?     Catharine,  in  fhort,  was  only  afraid  of 
the  refufal  of  the  court  of  Vienna  3  but  Frederic 
promifed  her  the  acceffion  of  that  court. 

*  The  duke  d'Aiguillon,  who  had  been  put  at  the  head 
of  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  was  more  qualified  for 
paying  attendance  on  the  intrigues  of  the  boudoir  and  court 
cabals,  than  to  balance  the  interclls  of  Europe,  and  to  fup-, 
port  the  honour  of  the  french  nation. 

Frederic, 
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Frederic,  without  hazarding  any  thingj  might 
make  her  that  promife.  He  had  been  long 
acquainted,  by  the.  relations  of  his  minifters,  with 
the  character  of  the  heir  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

When  Jofeph  II.  in  1769,  had  an  interview 
with  him  at  Neifs  in  Silefia,  the  prufiian  mo- 
narch, profiting  by  the  afcendant  he  had  acquired 
from  his  experience  and  his  fame,  propofed  to 
the  young  emperor  the  firft  partition  of  Poland. 
Joieph  II.  plealed  with  the  idea  of  extending  his 
dominion,  beheld  with  joy  the  project  of  the 
king  of  Pruffia;  but  deferred  to  enter  into  any 
engagement  to  concur  in  it,  till  he  fhould  have 
conferred  upon  the  fubject  with  the  old  prince 
Kaunitz,  by  whofe  counfels  he  was  guided. 
Kaunitz  applauded  the  predatory  plan.  Some- 
time after  this  *  the  monarchs  had  a  fecond 
interview,  at  Neuftadt  in  Auftria  -,  and  the  dif- 
memberment  of  Poland  was  finally  fettled. 

The  plague,  which  had  been  ravaging  the 
frontiers  of  Poland  fince  the  foregoing  year, 
furnifhed  the  king  of  Pruffia  with  an  occafion 
for  advancing  his  troops  pretty  far  into  polifh 
Pruffia.  The  emperor  had  the  fame  pretext  for 
marching  his  into  fuch  of  the  provinces  as  lay 
moft  conveniently  for  him. 

*  In  1770. 

s  2  Jofeph 
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Jofeph  II.  Teemed  about  to  give  fuccours  ta 
the  confederates  of  Bar.  His  lad  treaty  obliged 
him  even  to  join  with  the  Turks  againft  the 
Ruffians  -,  but  that  prince  entertained  very  dif- 
ferent defigns ;  and  he  was  fo  well  practifed  in 
the  arts  of  diffimulation,  that  the  confederates, 
deceived  by  his  promifes,  regarded  for  a  long 
time  as  their  defenders  the  foldiers  who  were 
come  to  make  a  prey  of  their  country. 

The  foreign  armies  extended  from  one  end  of 
Poland  to  the  other,  and  acted  equally  againft 
the  confederates,  who  were  foon  obliged  to 
difperfe.  The  greater  part  returned  to  their 
homes.  The  reft  went  to  publifh  abroad 
among  foreign  nations  their  complaints  and  their 
misfortunes. 

All  Europe  had  its  eyes  fixed  on  Poland.  Ie 
could  not  be  conceived  why  three  formidable 
powers,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  fhould 
leize  upon  a  country,  the  independence  whereof 
had  been  guaranteed  by  the  moft  folemn  treaties. 
Mankind  were  likewife  at  a  lofs  to  know  what 
might  be  the  drift  of  the  negociations  which 
continually  employed  thefe  powers.  It  was  at 
length  difcovered.  The  minifter  of  the  emperor 
was  the  firft  who  notified  the  treaty  of  Peterfburg 
to  the  king  and  the  fenate  of  Poland.  The 
1 1  ambaflador 
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ambaflador  of  Ruflla  and  the  envoy  of  Pruffia 
prefented  to  them,  almoft  immedia'.ely  upon  it, 
declarations  in  fupport  of  that  treaty. 

We  fhall  here  infert  the  declaration  of  baron 
Stackelberg,  minifter  of  Ruflla,  to  fhew  what 
falfe  and  infidious  language  the  authors  of  the 
defolations  dared  to  hold  : 

"  The  powers  in  the  vicinity  of  Poland  have  been  {q 
"  often  involved  in  the  troubles  which  almoft  every  vacancy 
*'  of  the  throne  has  excited  in  that  kingdom,  that  from-  the 
*'  recollection  of  the  paft  it  behoved  them  to  give  the  moil 
(J*  ferious  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  polifh  nation,  as 
<c  foon  as,  by  the  death  of  the  late  king,  Auguftus  III* 
"  the  throne  was  become  vacant. 

*'  Urged  by  thefe  considerations,  and  defirons  of  pre- 
<<  venting  the  dreadful  effe&s  of  thofe  diffentions,  which, 
*'  as  in  former  inftances,  might  have  arifen  at  this  laft 
*'  vacancy  of  the  throne,  the  court  of  St,  Petersburg 
11  haftened  to  take  all  pofllble  meafures  to  unite  the  citizens 
*<  of  Poland  in  favour  of  the  candidate  who  fhould  appear 
««  to  be  mod  worthy  of  the  throne,  moll  agreeable  tp  his 
««  fellow-citizens,  and  moil  acceptable  to  the  neigh- 
"  bouring  powers. 

«  This  court  applied  herfelf  at  the  fame  time,  and  with 
"  equal  zeal,  to  the  rectifying  of  many  abufea  and  defects  in 
il  the  conftitution,  which  had  been  equally  prejudicial  to 
"  Poland  and  her  neighbours. 

"  The  court  of  Berlin  feconded  the  attempts  of  her  ally. 
"  And  the  court  of  Vienna,  defirous,  on  her  part,  of  contri- 
"  buting  to  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  laudable  views,  but  willing, 
**  at  the  fame  time,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  augmenting  the 
**  difficulties  and  intricacies  which  might  arife  from  multi- 

s  3  «  plying 
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"  plying  the  number  of  thofe  who  undertook  openly  and 
"  directly  to  fettle  the  affairs  of  Poland,  thought  proper 
"  to  obferve  the  mod  exact  neutrality,  with  regard  both  to 
'*  the  arrangement  of  the  affairs  of  Poland,  and  the  war 
•■  which  was  afterwards  kindled  on  this  fubject  between 
80  Ruffia  and  the  Porte. 

"  The  immediate  confequences  of  thefe  "meafures  were 
"  the  free  and  legal  election  of  Staniflaus  Auguftus*, 
"  reigning  king  of  Poland,  and  the  forming  of  many  ufeful 
*'  and  falutary  eftablifhments.  In  a  word,  every  thing 
"  feemed  to  promife  to  Poland  and  her  neighbours  a  firm 
*'  and  lafting  tranquillity. 

"  But  unhappily,  in  themidft  of  thefe  promifing  appear- 
•*  ances,  the  fpirit  of  difcord  feized  upon  one  part  of  the 
**  nation:  citizen  armed  againft  citizen  ;  the  fons  of  faction 
"  feized  the  reins  of  authoiUy;  and  laws,  and  order,  and 
"  public  fafety,  andjuftice,  and  police,  and  commerce,  and 
*'  agriculture,  all  are  either  gone  to  ruin,  or  fcand  on  the 
M  brink  of  deftru&ion.  And  the  exceffes  of  every  kind, 
*■'•-  natural  cbnfequences  of  fuch  an  anarchy,  will  bring  on 
"  the  total  diffolution  of  the  ftate,  if  not  timely  prevented. 

*'  Theconneftions  between  nations  which  border  on  each 
.«*  other  are  fo  intimate,  that  the  fubjedts  of  the  neighbour- 
:«*,  ing  poWers  have  already  felt  the  moll  difagreeable  effects 
*'  from  thefe  diforders.  Thefe  powers  are  obliged,  at  a 
*'  great  expence,- to  take  meafures  of  precaution,  in  order 
"  to  fecure.the  tranquillity  of  their  own  frontiers  ;  they  are 
«  expofed  to  the  uncertain  but  poffible  confequences  of  the 
*'  entire  diffolution  of  Poland  ;  to  the  danger  of  feeing  their 

•» 1 — — > ^ 

J   «, 

*   And  it  was  to  the  Poles  that  the  minifter  Stackelberg 
had  the  affurance  to  fay,  that  the  election  of  Poniato.fsky 

had  been  free  and  legal! 

"  mutual 
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**  mutual  harmony  and  good  friendfhip  deftroyed ;  the 
*f  maintenance  of  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  fecures 
ft  their  own  peace  and  tranquillity,  is  a  matter  of  the 
*■'  higheft  importance  to  all  Europe. 

"  From  this  view  of  things  it  will  appear,  that  nothing 
"  can  be  of  a  more  urgent  neceffity  than  to  apply  an  imme- 
<  diate  remedy  to  evils  from  which  the  neighbouring  nations 
"  have  already  experienced  the  mod  difagreeable  effects  ; 
"  and  the  confequences  of  which,  if  not  timely  prevented, 
H  muft  bring  on  fuch  changes  in  the  political  fyftcm  of 
"  this  part  pf  Europe,  as  may  be  fatal  to  the  general 
"  tranquillity, 

?'  Impelled  by  reafons  fo  many  and  fo  weighty,  her 
'?  majeity  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruflias,  her  majefty  the 
*(  emprefs  dowager  queen  of  Hungaiy  and  Bohemia,  and 
"  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruma,  find  themfelves  under 
*,*  a  neceffity  of  taking  a  deciiive  part,  in  circumftances 
"  fo  very  critical.  And  their  faid  majefties  have  determined 
"  among  themfelves,  without  lofs  of  time,  and  with  one 
"  accord,  to  take  the  moil  effectual  and  belt-combined 
'{  meafures,  for  the  purpofe  of  re-eftablifhing  tranquillity 
"  and  good  order  in  Poland,  to  flop  the  prefent  troubles, 
'i  and  to  put  the  ancient  conftitution  of  that  kingdom,  and 
"  the  liberties  of  the  people,  on  a  fure  and  folid  found- 
"  ajiion. 

"  But  whilft  they  take  advantage  of  that  mutual  friend- 
ff  fhip  and  harmony  which  happily  fubiifts  between  them  at 
t(  prefent,  in  order  to  prevent  the  abfolute  ruin  and  arbi- 
'*  trary  diffolution  of  Poland  ;  they  cannot  but  be  fenfible 
"  how  little  it  is  in  their  power  to  promife  themfelves  in 
«*  future  periods  the  fame  happy  concurrence.  And  as 
u.  they  have  reflectively  very  confiderable  claims  on  the 
*(  poffeffions  of  the  republic,  which  they  cannot  permit 
f*  themfelves  to  expofe  to  the  hazard  of  poffible  contyi- 
3  4  **  gencies, 
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M  gencics,  they  have  therefore  determined  among  them* 
"  felves  to  afl'ert  thefe  their  ancient  rights  and  lawful 
V  claims,  which  each  of  them  will  be  ready  to  juftify  in  time 
"  and  place  by  authentic  records  and  folid  reafons  ;  but  for 
«'  which  the  fituation  of  the  republic  will  never  leave  them 
"  hopes  of  obtaining  juftice  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  pro- 
"  ceeding. 

"  In  confequence  hereof  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all 
<<  the  Ruffias,  her  majefty  the  emprefs  dowager  queen  of 
*'  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and  his  majefty  the  king  of 
"  Prufiia,  having  communicated  reciprocally  their  re- 
**  fpe&ive  rights  and  claims,  and  being  mutually  con- 
**  vinced  of  the  juftice  thereof,  are  determined  to  fecure 
*'  to  themfelves  a  proportionable  equivalent,  by  taking 
*'  immediate  and  effectual  poffeffion  of  fuch  parts  of  the 
**-  territories  of  the  republic  as  may  ferve  to  fix  more  natural 
il  and  fm-e  bounds  between  her  and  the  three  powers  :  the 
'■*  faid  three  powers  engaging  to  give  hereafter  an  exaft 
*'  fpecification  of  their  refpeftive  quotas ;  and  renouncing 
"  from  the  prefent  moment  all  revival  of  right,  demand,  or 
<*  claim,  on  account  of  damages  fuftained,  debt,  intereft,  or 
u  any  other  pretence  whatever,  which  they  might  other- 
*'  wife  have  or  form  on  the  poflefiions  or  fubje&s  of  the 
«'■  republic. 

"  Their  faid  majefties  have  thought  it  right  to  notify 
*<  thefe  their  intentions  to  the  whole  polifti  nation  in  general ; 
«•*  inviting,  at  the  fame  time,  all  orders  and  ranks  thereof  to 
««  banifti,  or  at  leaft  to  fufpend,  all  fpirit  of  difcord  and 
«<  delufion,  in  order  that,  a  diet  being  legally  afiembled, 
"  they  may  co-operate  with  their  faid  majefties  in  eftabliftiing, 
«'  on  a  firm  and  folid  foundation,  the  good  order  and  tran- 
"  quillity  of  the  nation,  and  may  at  the  fame  time  ratify, 
«*  by  public  and  folemn  ads,  the  exchange  of  the  titles^ 
<*.  pretenfions,  and  claims  of  each  of  their  majefties,  againft 

«  th* 
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<*  the  equivalents  of  which  they  have  refpe&ively  taken 
"  poffeffion, 

(Signed)  «  STACKELBERG, 

**  Given  at  Warfaw,  September  2,  177,2*." 

It  has  fince  been  feen  how  faithfully  thefe  three 
powers  adhered  to  their  renunciation  ! 

The  indignant  Poles  cried  out  againft  the 
injuftice.  They  claimed  the  intervention  of  the 
potentates  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of  Oliva; 
a  treaty  that  had  allured  to  them  the  integrity  of 
their  territory,  and  which  had  long  been  regarded 
as  the  grand  charter  of  the  north.  Some  of 
thefe  potentates  made  remonftrances,  not  lets  un- 
availing than  the  complaints  of  the  Poles.  Not 
content  with  having  already  feized  on  a  part 
of  the  provinces  of  Poland,  the  three  imperial 
and  royal  fpoliators  infilled  that  a  diet  fhould 
folemnly  make  to  them  the  ceflion  of  thefe 
provinces.  The  diet  was  immediately  convoked 
and  afTembled  j\  Promifes  and  money  were 
Javimed  to  gain  over  the  deputies.  Neverthe* 
lefs  the  majority  of  the  diet  for  a  long  time 

*  This  manifesto  was  delivered  on  the  1 8th  of  September 
by  baron  Stackelberg,  minifter  from  the  court  of  Peterfburg ; 
and  by  the  fieur  de  Benoit,  minifter-from  the  court  of  Berlin  ; 
and  on  the  26th  of  September  by  baron  Rjevitch,  miuifter 
from  the  court  of  Vienna. 

f  The  19th  of  April. 

refufed 
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refufed  their  confent  to  the  difmemberment. 
Provoked  at  a  refinance  which  had  not  been 
expected,  the  minifters  of  the  three  courts  threat- 
ened the  diet  with  the  full  animadverfion  of  their 
fovereigns.  They  faid,  that  they  would  caufe 
the  king  to  be  arretted  and  depofed ;  and  it  was 
privily  circulated  by  their  emhTaries,  that  if 
the  diet  refufed  its  compliance,  Warfaw  fhould 
be  delivered  up  to  pillage.  By  repeated  alure- 
ments  and  ftratagems,  the  confent  of  the  diet 
was  at  length  obtained.  It  ifiued  at  the  fame 
time  a  decree  to  confine  to  a  fmall  number 
of  days  the  time  of  their  fittings  *,  and  it 
appointed  commiflioners  to  fettle  with  the  mi- 
nifters of  the  three  courts  the  conditions  of  the 
partition.  It  may  eafily  be  imagined  that  thefe 
conditions  were  dictated  by  the  minifters  them- 
felves.  They  were  figned  in  the  mon,th  of  Sep- 
tember following. 

$ome  nobles  of  the  ufurped  provinces  had  the 
courage  to  proteft  againft  the  treaty,  and  to 
publifn  manifeftos,  put  of  what  avail  were  thefe 
iblitary  exclamations  againft  numerous  armies  ? 

Previous  to  the  convocation  of  the  diet,  and 
during  the  whole  of  its  continuance,  the  king 
}iad  loudly  declared  againft  the  partition.     Not- 


*  It  broke  up  in  the  month  of  May, 


W'ithftandinor 
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withstanding  this,  it  was  pretended  that  he 
fecretly  favoured  it,  and  perfons  who  knew 
his  former  devotednefs  to  RulTia,  could  not  per* 
fuade  themfelves  that  he  would  now  give  it  up. 

As  foon  as  the  acceffion  to  the  treaty  of  parti- 
tion was  voted,  feveral  of  the  principal  members 
of  the  diet  repaired  to  the  king,  and  reproached 
him    fharply  with    the    ruin    of  their   country. 
The  monarch  at  firft  anfwered  them  with  gentle- 
nefs.     But  foon  perceiving  that  his  moderation 
only  ferved  to  embolden  them  and  to  provoke 
frefh  infults,  he  rofe  up,  threw  his  hat  upon  the 
floor,  and  faid  to  them  haughtily,  "  Gentlemen* 
"  I  am  weary  of  hearkening   to   you.      The 
"  partition  of  our  unhappy  country  is  a  con- 
*<  fequence  of  your  ambition,  of  your  difTentions, 
if  and  your  eternal  difputes.     It  is  to  yourfelves 
<£  alone  that  you  ought  to  attribute  your  misfor- 
<c  tunes.     As  for  me,  if  no  more  territory  mould 
"  be  left  me  than  could  be  covered  by  this  hat, 
"  I  fhould  neverthelefs  be  dill,  in  the  eyes  of  all 
f<  Europe,  your  lawful,  but  unhappy  king." 

By  the  difmemberment  of  Poland  it  loft  nearly 
5,000,000  of  inhabitants.  The  country  that  fell 
to  Ruffia,  and  which  was  the  moft  extenfive, 
contained  1,500,000.  That  which  Auftria  had, 
?, 500,000,   on   a   territory  far  lefs    extenfive. 

Pruflia 
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Prnfiia  acquired  only  36o,ooo  fouls,'  :  but  flic 
was  compenfated  by  the  commerce  and  the 
vicinity  of  the  Viftula,  and  by  the  city  of  Dant- 
zik,  of  which  Frederic  had  already  laid  the 
plan  of  rendering  himfelf  mailer. 

The  three  courts  who  thus  appropriated  to 
themfelves  the  fpoils  of  Poland,  were  not  un- 
mindful at  the  fame  time  of  putting  it  in  a  date 
of  impoflibility  ever  to  regain  what  they  had  now- 
been  ufurping  from  it.  However  dangerous  the 
form  of  its  government  might  have  been,  they 
were  determined  to  render  it  dill  more  corrupt. 
They  caufed  full  powers  to  be  granted  to  the 
commifiioners  of  the  diet,  to  employ  themfelves, 
in  concert  with  them  or  their  minifters,  in  mak- 
ing the  changes  required  by  the  conflitution  of 
the  republic ;  and,  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of 

■ 
*  Ruffia  acquired  3440  fo.uare  leagues,  Auftria  2700,  and 
Pruffia  900.  The  country  ufurped  by  Ruffia  had  for 
its  limits  the  river  Vella,  from  its  fource  to  the  place  where 
st  falls  into  the  Niemen,  and  the  river  Bercezina,  as  far  as 
Rjefieka,  where  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  Dniepr. — Auftria 
took  the  whole  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Yiftula,  from  the  fait 
mines  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Virotz,  the  palatinate  of 
Eeltch,  Red-Ruffia,  and  the  greater  part  of  Volhynia. — 
Frederic  took  poffeffion  of  Eibing  and  the  whole  of  polifh 
Pruffia,  excepting  the  cities  of  Dantzik  and  Thorne,  which 
he  took  afterwards. 

correcting 
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correcting  its  defects,  they  aggravated  them  fo  as 
to  render  them  incurable. 

After  conferences  prolonged  by  repeated  de- 
lays, a  new  diet  was  anembled,  in  which  the 
minifters  of  the  three  courts  propofed  their  plan 
of  reform.  The  diet  was  more  tumultuous  and 
more  untraceable  than  the  preceding ;  and, 
in  fpite  of  the  influence  of  the  ruffian  minifter^ 
who  caufed  his  fecretary  to  read  the^  new  project 
of  the  constitution,  this  project  was  at  firft 
rejected.  It  is  too  curious  for  us  not  to  introduce 
here  the.bafes  of  it,  as  well  as  the  preamble 
of  the  captious  memorial  which  the  minifters 
of  the  three  courts  prefented  at  the  fame  time  i 

*s  The  courts  are  fo  ftrongly  interefted  in  the  pacification  of 
?  Polandj  that  while  the  bufinefs  is  in  hand  of  preparing  the' 
"  treaties  for  being  figned  and  ratified,  their  minifters  think 
"  that  not  an  inftant  (hould  be  loft  of  that  ineftimable  inter- 
u  val,  for  refton'ng  order  and  tranquillity  to  that  kingdom. 
"  We  (hall  now  therefore  communicate  to  the  commiffion,  a 
"  part  of  thofe  fundamental  laws,  to  the  acceptance  whereof 
n  our  courts  will  not  permit  any  obftacle  or  deJay.     , 

"  I.  The  crown  of  Poland  (hall  be  elective 'foY  ever,  am? 
"  all  order  of  fucceffion  fhali  remain  prohibited.  Any 
**  perfon  who  (hall  attempt  to  infringe  this  law,  (hall  be  de- 
"  clared  an  enemy  of  the  country,  and  prpfecuted  as 
"  fuch. 

"  2.  Foreigners  who  afpire  to  the  throne,  occafionincr 
**  moft  frequently  divifions  and  troubles,  (hall  henceforward 
"  be  excluded,  and  a  law  (hall  be  patted,  that  in  future  none 

"  but 
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"  but  a  Pole  by  parentage,  born  a  gentleman,  fhall  b«! 
•'  capable  of  being  elected  king  of  Poland  and  grand  duke 
"  of  Lithuania.  The  fon  or  grandfon  of  a  king  (hall  not  be 
"  eligible  immediately  after  the  death  of  his  father,  or  of  his 
"  grandfather  ;  and  he  fhall  not  be  fo  till  after  the  interval 
u  of  two  reigns. 

"  3.  The  government  of  Poland  fhall  be,  and  fhall 
'*  continue  for  ever  a  free  and  independent  government,  and 
"  of  the  republican  form. 

"  4'  The  true  principles  of  that  government  confining  in 
"  an  exadt  obfervance  of  the  laws,  and  in  the  equilibrium  of 
"  the  three  orders,  viz.  the  king,  the  fenate,  and  the 
te  nobility,  a  permanent  council  fhall  be  eflabliihed  to  which 
*4  {hall  be  attributed  the  executive  power.  Into  this  council 
"  fhall  be  admitted  pevfons  of  the  rank  of  nobility,  who  have 
«  been  hitherto  excluded  from  the  adminiftration  of  affairs, 
**  in  the  interval  of  the  diets,"  &c. 

By  thefe  laws  the  houfe  of  Saxony  and  other 
foreign  princes,  who  might  have  preferved  the 
integrity  of  the  remnant  of  Poland,  were  ex- 
cluded from  the  throne,  the  liberum  veto,  with 
the  other  dangerous  privileges  of  the  nobility, 
confirmed,  and  all  the  diforders  perpetuated. 

Stackelberg  was  dill  ambaflador  from  Ca- 
tharine at  Warfaw*.     More  pliant  than  Repnin, 

he 

*  It  is  well  known  that  of  all  the  Poles,  the  king  was  him 
for  whom  Stackelberg  had  the  leail  refpeft.  Whenever  he 
was  in  company  with  that  prince,  he  ufed  to  place  himfelf 
without  ceremony  before  him,  with  his  back  to  the  fire,  and 
holding  up  the  Hurts  of  his  coat.- — The  king  one  day  paid  a 

vifit 
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he  was  neither  lefs  haughty  nor  lefs  addided 
to  intrigue.  By  dexterity  and  corruption  he 
gained  over  the  majority  of  the  deputies,  and 
the  diet  approved  of  the  new  form  of  government. 
It  feemed  proper  now  that  this  pernicious  plan  of 
government,  eftablifhed  by  Ruffia,  Auftria,  and 
Pruilia,  mould  be  maintained  and  upheld  by 
thofe  powers :  but  they  delayed  not  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  its  defects  to  bring  it  to  total  de- 
ftru&ion. 

It  will  be  difficult  for  pofterity  to  know  which 
moft  to  admire,  the  great  power  of  Ruffia,  or  the 
magnificence  of  its  emprefs,  when  they  are  in- 
formed, that  in  the  courfe  of  fo  long,  fo  expen- 
five,  andfo  widely  extended  a  war,  her  expences, 
whether  in  rewards  to  her  generals  and  officers, 
in  prefents  to  learned  men,  in  the  encouragement 
of  arts,  or  in  the  purchafe  of  libraries,  ftatues, 
pictures,  antiques,  and  jewels,  infinitely  exceed 
i:hofe  of  any  late  or  prefent  european  prince 
except  Lewis  XIV.  Among  many  inftances  of 
this  nature  which  might  be  given,  a  diamond  of 


vlflt  to  Stackelberg.  He  was  dealing  the  cards  at  the  game 
of  pharao,  and  without  quitting  his  play,  he  fat  ftill  and 
fhevved  the  king  a  chair,  making  a  fign  to  him  to  fit  down. 
Every  perfon  at  Warfaw  was  plainly  convinced  that  the 
ruffian  minitter  was  the  real  king  in  that  capital. 

an 
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an  enormous  fize  which  fhe  purchafed  this  year 
may  be  fufficient.  This  diamond,  which  weighs 
779  carats,  was  brought  fome  years  before  by  a 
greek  gentleman  from  Ilpahan  to  Holland,  and 
depofited  for  fecurity  in  the  bank,  till  he  could 
meet  with  a  purchafer:  the  greatneis  of  the 
price  would  have  made  this  difficult,  if  the 
emprefs  of  Ruflia  had  not  exifted.  She  paid  up- 
wards of  ioo,oool.  fterling  for  it,  befides  fettling 
a  penfion  for  life,  of  4000  rubles,  upon  the 
gentleman,  which  amounts  to  little  lefs  than 
ioool.  fterling  a  year. 

While  Catharine  was  acquiring  by  nego- 
tiations a  part  of  the  provinces  of  Poland,  her 
armies  continued  to  ravage  the  frontiers  of 
Turkey.  Fortune  however  was  not  always 
favourable  to  her.  Fourteen  thoufand  Ruffians, 
in  attempting  to  pais  the  Danube,  were  fur- 
prifed  *  by  Dagheftan-Ali,  pallia,  and  600  of 
them  remained  prifoners  with  the  Turks.  Prince 
Repnin  was  of  that  number.  He  was  conveyed 
to  Conftantinople,  and  fhut  up  in  the  caftle  of 
feven  towers. 

Marfhal  Romantzoff  crofted  the  Danube,  and 
marched  direct  to  Siliftria.  Fourfcore  thoufand 
Turks  were  encamped  on  the  adjacent  heights. 

f  At  Giurgevo. 

General 
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General  Veiffmann  attacked  them:  they  fhut 
themfelves  up  in  the  town.  Romantzoff  marched 
up  to  it  the  following  day.  The  grand  vizir  had 
already  detached  from  his  army  50,000  men  for 
the  purpofe  of  relieving  Siliftria.  Romantzoff 
effected  his  retreat  during  the  night;  but  he  was 
haraiTed  by  the  Turks,  who  killed  a  great  num- 
ber of  his  people.  Obliged  to  repafs  the  Danube, 
that  general  went  and  encamped  near  Yablonitch, 
in  Valachia. 

The  grand  vizir  occupied  the  left  bank  of 
the  Danube.  A  detachment  of  his  army  defeated 
a  confiderable  body  of  Ruffians  at  Rofkana, 
Thefe  feparate  battles  often  turned  out  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Ottomans. 

Difcontented  at  perceiving  that  her  armies 
had  not  lately  been  gaining  new  victories,  Ca- 
tharine fent  difpatches  to  marfhal  Romantzoff, 
defiring  to  be  informed  why  he  did  not  give 
battle.  The  general  returned  for  anfwer,  that  it 
was  becaufe  the  grand  vizir  had  three  times 
more  people  than  he,  and  might  eafily  find 
his  advantage  in  fuch  an  event. — Catharine 
wrote  immediately  in  reply,  "  The  Romans 
<c  never  afked  after  the  number  of  their  enemies, 
<e  but  where  they  were,  in  order  to  fight 
"  them." 

VOL.  II.  T  *774* 
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1774.  Muftapha  III.  now  died,  and  Abdul- 
Ahmet*,  his  brother,  acceded  to  the  throne  of 
Constantinople.  The  latter  years  of  the  reign 
of  Muftapha  had  been  marked  by  fanguinary 
difafters.     His  fuccefTor   attempted  to   reftore 

*  Catharine  herfelf  has  drawn  the  portrait  of  thcfr 
two  princes  and  their  fillers  in  not  very  flattering  colours.— 
"  No  foreign  minifter  ever  fees  the  fultan  except  in  public 
<*  audiences.  Muftapha  understands  no  language  but  the 
*«  turkifh  ;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  can  read  and  write. 
*'  This  prince  is  of  a  ferocious  and  fanguinary  difpofition. 
"  It  is  faid  that  he  is  born  with  talents :  that  may  be  ;  but 
1  "  I  will  difpute  with  him  on  the  fcore  of  prudence  ;  he  has 
"  fhewn  none  during  this  war. — His  brother  is  lefs  imprudent 
<4  than  him ;  he  is  a  bigot.  He  advifed  him  againft  the 
*'  war ;  and  I  cannot  think  that  he  will  be  fent  any 
"*'  where  with  a  command. — Eut  what  perhaps  will  make 
**  you  laugh,  is,  that  thefe  two  princes  had  a  fifter,  who 
Si  was  the  terror  of  all  the  pafhas.  She  was,  before  the 
*\  war,  upwards  of  60  years  of  age.  She  had  been  married 
*(  15  times,  and  when  fhe  was  without  a  hufband,  the 
*'  fultan,  who  was  very  fond  of  her,  gave  her  the  choice 
st  of  all  the  pafhas  of  his  empire.  Now,  when  a  pafha 
*(  marries  a  princefs  of  the  imperial  family,  he  is  obliged 
*{  to  difmifs  his  whole  harem.  This  fultana,  befides  ker 
*'  age,  was  malicious,  jealous,  capricious,  and  intriguing^ 
"  Her  intereft  with  her  brother  was  without  bounds,  and 
*'  frequently  the  pafhas  whom  fhe  married  were  without 
"  heads ;  which  was  a  circumfiance  not  at  all  entertaining 
rt  to  them  :  but  the  fatt  U  not  the  lefs  true  for  that." 

the 
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the  ottoman  empire  to  its  priftine  fplendor.  He 
made  immenfe  preparations  for  opening  the  ap- 
proaching campaign.  The  turkifh  armies  were 
augmented  by  frefh  levies,  to  the  number  of 
400,000  fighting  men. 

Marfhal  Romantzoff  alfo  received  great  rein- 
forcements. He  refolved  again  to  crofs  the 
Danube,  and  attack  the  Turks.  The  latter  dif- 
puted  his  paffage  with  fignal  valour:  but  their 
efforts  were  ineffectual.  General  Soltikoff* 
was  the  firft  who  reached  the  oppofite  fhore. 
Souvaroff  and  Kamenfko'i  followed  clofe  at  his 
heels.  The  Turks  were  repulfed.  Romantzoff 
was  foon  after  encamped  at  the  gates  of  Siliftria. 

Not  many  days  after,  the  Turks  attacked 
Soltikoff.  They  were  25,000  ftrong,  and  fought 
a  long  time  with  the  greater!  intrepidity:  but 
they  were  at  length  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the 
fuperior  fkill  and  bravery  of  the  Ruffians. 

The  fame  day  Kamenfko'i  and  Souvaroff 
gained  an  advantage  over  the  reis  effendi,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  40,000  Turks,  and  took 
away  with  them  his  artillery. 

All  thefe  difaflers  were  greatly  diftrefiing  to  the 
Ottomans  j  as  a  fpirit  of  infubordination  and 
revolt  is  ufually,  with  them,  the  confequence  of 

*  §Pce  become  fielcl-marflial, 

t  2  a  defeat.. 
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a  defeat.  The  troops  of  the  army  of  the  grand 
vizir  were  either  engaged  in  bloody  contefts 
among  themfelves,  or  deferting  by  whole  de- 
tachments. That  general  was  encamped  at 
Shumala,  where  he  was  at  a  great  diftance  from 
the  other  bodies  of  the  turkifh  army.  Romant- 
zoff,  who  remarked  the  difadvantage  of  that 
pofition,  fo  opportunely  furrounded  the  camp 
of  the  vizir,  that  he  cut  off  his  communica- 
tion not  only  with  the  detached  corps,  but 
alfo  with  his  magazines.  The  vizir,  unable 
therefore  to  receive  any  fuccours,  or  to  retire,  or 
to  fland  a  battle,  determined  to  fue  for  peace. 

The  plenipotentiaries  met  accordingly  at 
Kutfhuk-Kainardfhi,  in  Bulgaria.  The  Ruffians 
perfifted  in  the  demands  they  had  made  at 
the  lad  congrefs.  The  Turks  agreed  to  them  ; 
and  the  preliminaries  of  the  treaty  were  figned* 
by  marfhal  Romantzoff,  and  the  kiaya  of  the 
grand  vizir  j- .  By  this  treaty  Ruffia  obtained  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Euxine,  and  in  all  the 
ottoman  feas,  together  with  the  paffage  of  the 
Dardanelles  >   on  condition,  however,  that  fhe 

*  About  the  month  of  July. 

T  In  order  to  avoid  appearing  again  in  the  prefence 
of  his  conqueror,  the  haughty  Muffum-Oglou  feigned  a 
ficknefs. 

ihould 
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Hiould  never  have  more  than  one  armed  vefTel  in 
the  Teas  of  Conftantinople.  Retaining  Azoff, 
Taganrog,  Kiertfh,  and  Kinburn,  fhe  reftored 
the  reft  of  her  conquefts.  The  independence  of 
the  Krimea  *  was  one  of  the  principal  claufes  of 

the 

*  The  peninfula  of  the  Krimea,  or  Krim,  antiently  called 
the  Taurica  Cherfonefus,  is  furrounded  on  all  fides  by 
the  Euxine  and  the  Palus  Maeotis,  except  where  it  is  joined 
to  the  continent  of  the  leffer  Tartary  by  a  narrow  ifthmus, 
fomething  lefs  than  five  englifh  miles  in  breadth.  This 
ifthmus  has  received  its  name  from  the  antient  city  of 
Perekop,  which  is  built  at  its  entrance  on  the  fide  of 
the  peninfula,  and  has  been  celebrated  for  the  ftrong  lines 
made  for  its  defence  by  the  Turks,  which  extend  quite  acrofs 
from  the  Euxine  to  the  Palus  Masotis,  and  were  the  labour 
of  5000  men  for  a  courfe  of  feveral  years.  The  Tartars 
confidered  thefe  lines  as  inexpugnable,  until  the  famous 
Count  Munich  convinced  them  of  their  error  in  the  year 
1736,  when  he  forced  them  without  much  difficulty.  This 
muft  however  in  a  great  meafure  be  attributed  to  the  badnefs 
of  the  defence,  as  the  ditch  was  72  feet  broad,  and  42 
deep  :  the  height  from  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  to  the  creft 
of  the  parapet  was  70  feet,  and  the  parapet  of  a  proportional 
thicknefs.  The  lines  were  alfo  at  that  time,  belides  the  for- 
tifications of  the  city,  ftrengthened  with  fix  towers  mounted 
with  cannon,  and  the  whole  was  defended  by  an  army. 
The  peninfula  lies  between  33  and  37  degrees  of  eaftern  Ion? 
gitude,  and  between  44  and  46  degrees  of  northern  latitude  ; 
is  naturally  fertile,  and  was,  at  firft,  under  the  government 
©f  the  Greeks,  and  afterwards  in  the  h^nds  of  the  Qenoefe 
t  3  and 
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the  treaty,  and  that  which  was  mod  feverely  felt 
by  the  Turks.  Certainly  they  were  very  far 
from  perceiving  the  policy  of  Catharine  in 
its  full  extent ;  but  they  feemed  to  forefce  that 
fiie  was  only  defirous  of  obtaining  the  independ- 
ance  of  the  Krim,  as  thereby  fhe  might  be  the 
better  enabled  to  bring  it  into  fubjection.  Be- 
fides  thefe  conceflions,  Catharine  obtained  from 
the  Porte,  that  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  Euxine 
between  the  Bog  and  the  Dniepr,  a  large  fum  of 


and  other  Italian  nations  ;  a  place  of  great  trade,  and  filled 
with  populous  towns  and  cities.  The  Tartars  of  the  Krim 
were  a  free  people,  governed  by  khans  of  their  own  election, 
acknowledging  the  grand  fultan  as  khalif ;  only  in  regard  to 
religion,  without  any  influence  on  the  reft  of  the  government* 
Europe  therefore  faw  in  the  lift  of  her  ftates  a  new  fovereign 
prince,  Sahin  Gueray,  a  mohammedan,  and  a  defcendant  of 
the  mongole  conqueror  Tfchinghis  khan.  He  refided  at 
Bachtfheferay.  Ruflia  would  now  no  longer  be  neceflitated 
to  defend  its  borders,  by  the  ufual  expenfive  lines,  againft 
thefe  Tartars,  or  even  to  continue  the  old  tribute-like 
prefents.  On  the  contrary,  fhe  was  now  become  a  friendly 
and  protecting  neighbour,  (juft  as  fhe  was  towards  Poland,) 
and  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  do  this,  fhe  altered  the 
form  of  government,  diffolved  the  relationfhip  between  the 
Krim  and  the  Porte,  and  granted  the  Tartars  the  freedom  of 
election,  with  feveral  other  privileges  to  the  detriment  of 
their  khans. 

money 
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money  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  war,  and  the 
title  of  padifhah,  or  emprefs,  to  be  no  longer 
refufed  to  the  ruffian  monarch. 

Catharine  had  thus  the  twofold  advantage 
of  increafing  her  power  and  of  weakening  her 
enemy.  The  commerce  of  the  Euxine  and  the 
mart  of  the'  Levant  opened  to  her  a  fource 
of  immenfe  riches.  The  protection  which  ihe 
granted  the  Tartars,  furnifhed  her  with  the 
means  of  dividing  them,  and  of  conquering  their 
country.  The  acquifition  of  the  polifh  Ukraine 
put  her  in  a  capacity  of  more  eafily  carrying  on  a 
war  in  the  regions  of  the  Danube,  of  overawing 
the  ottoman  empire,  and  of  completing  the  ruin 
of  Poland.  The  eftablifhment  of  difcipline 
among  the  kofaks  added  to  her  armies  an  excellent 
cavalry.  The  good  underftanding  which  fhe 
kept  up  in  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago,  and 
in  Valachia  and  Moldavia,  became  a  never- 
ceafing  fource  of  difquiet  and  annoyance  to 
the  Turks.  In  a  word,  the  emprefs  beheld 
her  influence  and  her  glory  extending  throughout 
jEurope. 

But  while  me  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  con- 
dition fo  profperous  without,  deep  and  cruel 
wounds  were  confuming  the  interior  of  her 
empire.  Her  finances  were  in  a  dilapidated 
ftate.  She  received  no  fuccours  from  England, 
T  4  but 
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but  by  granting  immenfe  advantages  to  their 
commerce.  The  peftilence  had  made  dreadful 
ravages  at  Mofco  and  in  the  adjacent  countries. 
That  horrible  difeaie  had  long  been  devouring 
the  ruffian  armies ;  and  the  fleet  of  the  Archi- 
pelago was  not  exempted  from  its  fury.  The 
provinces  of  Kafan,  Aflrakhan,  and  Orenburg, 
were  a  prey  to  revolt,  which  even  threatened 
Mofco  j  and  a  remarkable  emigration  *  changed 
countries  that  were  flourifhing  with  commerce 
into  wafte  and  deferted  tracts.  All  thefe  cala- 
mities at  once  explain  to  us  likewife  how  it 
happened  that,  during  the  war  againft  the  Turks, 
the  ruffian  forces  did  not  every  year  difplay 
equal  activity,  and  were  not  attended  with  equal 
fuccefs. 

But  this  emigration  is  of  confequence  fufficient 
to  detain  us  a  while.-  The  afiatic  territory  of 
this  enormous  empire  prefents  far  other  fcenes 
than  thofe  which  the  inhabitants  of  Europe  are 
accuftomed  to  furvey  -3  and  as  Ruflia  in  a  manner 
connects  both  quarters  of  the  world  in  the  com- 
pleter!; contraft,  fo  we  behold  it  one  while  as  a 
political  exemplar  of  civilized  human  nature, 

*  This  emigration  took  place  towards  the  clofe  of  1770 
and  the  beginning  of  1771.  Yet  the  mention  of  it  was 
deferred,  in  order  that  it  might  not  interrupt  the  account  of 
the  progrefs  of  the  war. 

but 
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but  at  other  times  involved  in  fituations  which 
appear  quite  ftrange  to  us,  and  fuch  as  we  only 
know  from  the  hiftory  of  the  fourth  and  fifth 
centuries.  Thus,  in  the  year  177 1,  an  emigra- 
tion took  place,  by  which  a  very  confiderable 
number  of  fubjec~b  were  loft  to  the  empire.— 
Of  the  Kalmuks  or  GSlcets  *,  brethren  of  like 
race  with  the  Mongoles,  feveral  branches  are  in 
fubjeclion  to  the  ruffian  empire.  Their  original 
abode,  if  we  may  ufe  fuch  an  expreflion  in 
fpeaking  of  nomadic  hordes,  is  the  Kalmuckia : 
lying  weftward  toward  the  proper  Mongolia,  and 
In  the  north  and  eaft  of  the  leffer  Bukharia.  At 
the  latter  end  of  the  laft  century,  two  tribes  of 
them,  the  Torgot  and  Derbet,  drew  up  in  the 
fteppe  on  the  Volga  above  Aftrakhan.  Till 
very  modern  times,  they  remained  however  only 
as  protected  neighbours,  and  were  tolerably 
independent  on  the  government.  But  in  17^7 
the  vice-khan  Dondudidafchi,  contrary  to  the 
eftablifhed  cuftom  of  all  the  khans  to  receive 
their  appointment  from  the  dalailama  in  Tibet, 
thought  fit,  though  they  are  of  the  lama  religion, 
to  apply  to  Ruffia  for  the  nomination  of  his  fon 
as  his  fucceiTor.  At  Peterfburg  the  requeft  was 
granted  with  great  fatisfaction,  which  perhaps 

*  Improperly,,  Eleuts.  < 

would 
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would  not  have  been  the  cafe  on  an  application 
to  Tibet:  the  father  was  conftituted  actual 
khan;  and  the  fori,  only  13  years  old,  without 
hefitation  declared  fuccefTor,  with  an  allowance 
of  500  rubles  per  ann.  and  inftalled  with  the  ufual 
folemnities.  On  the  death  of  the  father  in  1761, 
Ruffia  thought  fhe  had  a  right  to  meddle  in  the 
affairs  of  the  young  fovereign  :  inftead  of  the 
accuftomed  council  of  eight  faiiTans,  it  was  made 
to  confift  of  a  larger  number,  whom  the  court 
eafily  retained  by  paying  each  of  the  members  a 
falary  of  100  rubles.  The  friendly  protection 
was  thus  (as  has  happened  in  various  other  cafes) 
changed  into  an  actual  fovereignty.  In  confe- 
quence  of  freih  regulations,  the  khan  loft  his 
former  unlimited  authority,  and  became  nothing 
more  than  the  prefident  of  his  council;  nor  had 
he  any  longer  the  right  to  difmifs  this  council ; 
he  could  only  complain  to  the  imperial  college 
of  Ruflia  ;  and  he  was  taught  to  efteem  it  advan- 
tage enough  that  the  fovereign  tribunal  ftood 
open  to  his  appeal.  In  all  other  refpects  thefe 
Kalmuks  retained  their  religion  and  their  man- 
ners :  they  roamed  about  the  fteppe,  had  an 
averfion  to  permanent  dwellings,  and  lived  on 
the  produce  of  their  flocks  and  herds.  Thefe 
confuted  in  fheep,  camels,  and  principally  in 
horlesi  the  whole  nation  was  armed  and  mounted ; 

and 
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and    their    favourite    drink,    like    that   of    all 
thefe  tartar  tnbes,  was  a  fpirituous  extract  of 
mares  milk,  called  in  their  language  koumifli. 
The  pafture  of  thefe  horfes  requires  this  roving 
life  j  as  a  father  of  a  family  may  poflefs  from 
100  to  1000,    and  fome  of  them  even  4000 
heads.     Many  of  them  were  in  good  circum- 
flances,    and   very   refpectable   people  ;    kind, 
generous,  and  hofpitable  :  this  laftV quality  they 
poflefs  in  an  eminent  degree,  and  fhew  it  to 
every   one   who   peaceably  enters  their   tents. 
But  they  are  quite  the  reverfe  to  fuch  as  attack 
them  as  foes,  efpecially  to  nations  whom  they 
acknowledge    not    as    brothers.     Accordingly, 
Ruflia  employed  them  in  hofts  in  the  pruflian 
war;  and  Germany  ftill  recollects  with  horror 
the  afiatic  favages  that  were  let  loofe  upon  her 
withoutoegard  to  morals  and  the  rights  of  huma- 
nity.     In  the  turkifh  war  they  like  wife  fought 
for  Ruflia  in  the  diftricl:  of  the  Kuban.  Such  was 
the  fituation  of  them  till  the  year  1770. 

In  the  mean  time  great  heart-burnings  had 
long  fubfifted  among  the  moll  confiderable  of 
them  on  account  of  the  innovations  introduced 
by  the  Ruffians.  The  circumfcription  of  their 
primitive  liberty,  the  reducing  their  khan  to  a 
flate  of  dependence,  the  intermeddling  of  a 
foreign  nation  in  their  conftitution  and  laws, 

which 
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which  begot  diffentions  and  difobedience  in  the 
horde,  the  injuries  (real  or  imaginary)  which 
fome  princes  had  received  from  ruffian  officers  : 
all  this  awakened  an  irreflible  hankering  after 
their  former  condition  ;  and  as  it  was  not  to  be 
hoped  for  where  they  were,  no  choice  was  left, 
but  they  muft  feek  it  in  their  ancient  plains 
where  their  anceftors  knew  of  no  Europeans. 
Juft  at  this  time  the  governor  of  Aftrakhan  ap- 
pointed a  lieutenant  named  Kifchenfko'i,  as  in- 
fpeetor  of  thefe  peaceful  Kalmuks.  Kifchenfko'i, 
a  man  of  infatiable  rapacity,  by  infenfible  degrees 
got  poffeflion  of  a  great  part  of  their  cattle, 
and  fold  them  to  his  own  benefit.  His  exactions 
foon  procured  him  an  immenfe  fortune.  But 
his  avarice,  far  from  diminifhing,  feemed  rather 
to  increafe  with  the  means  of  its  gratification.  , 

One  of  their  princes,  a  venerable  old  man, 
who  had  fhed  his  blood  in  the  fervice  of  Rufiia, 
in  recompence  for  which  the  emprefs  had  given 
him  her  miniature  portrait  fet  round  with  bril- 
liants, and  which  he  wore  fufpended  to  his  neck, 
was  one  day  applied  to  by  Kifchenfko'i  for  fome 
prefents  in  addition  to  thole  which  he  had  already 
given  him.  The  old  man,  irritated  at  his  info- 
lence,  could  not  refrain  from  breaking  out  into 
reproaches  on  his  injuftice  and  the  vexations  he 
employed  to  the  ruin  of  the  unhappy  Kalmuks, 

Kifchenfko'i, 
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Kifchenfkoi,  offended  at  the  truth  of  thefe 
reproaches,  had  the  temerity  to  ftrike  him  on 
the  face,  and  having  at  the  fame  time  ordered 
one  of  the  faiffans,  the  minifter  of  the  khan,  who 
interpofed  in  his  behalf,  to  be  feized  by  his  fol- 
diers,  ordered  him  the  puniihment  of  the  bat- 


togues    . 

The  Kalmuks  had,  if  not  patiently,  at  lead 
quietly,  fuffered  the  rapacity  and  peculations  of 
the  ruffian  officers  but  they  could  not' endure 
the  infult  that  had  been  put  upon  this  venerable 
old  man,  who  ftood  in  great  refpect  among  them. 
The  priefts  and  the  elders  of  the  horde  having 
held  a  confutation,  refolved  to  abandon  the 
territory  of  the  ruffian  empire,  and  retire  to  the 
foot  of  the  mountains  of  Tibet,  the  country  of 
their  progenitors.  The  common  people  were 
eafily  perfuaded ;  efpecially  as  they  were  told 
that  the  ruffian  regulations  were  introduced  for 

*  Battogues—a  fort  of  punifhment  ufed  in  Ruflla  for  Infe- 
rior  offences.  The  fufferer  is  laid  on  his  face  upon  the 
ground,  itripped  to  his  waifl,  and  the  arms  and  legs  extended. 
Two  men,  one  of  whom  fits  on  his  neck,  and  the  other  on 
his  legs,  beat  him  alternately  on  the  back  with  the  battogues, 
which  are  rods  of  the  thicknefs  of  the  little  finger, 
Perfons  having  any  authority  over  others  may  inflict  this 
punifhment  upon  them  without  any  form  of  trial  or  legal 
procefs.  Nobles  and  peafants  are  equally  liable  tg  it, 
vsdien  it  is  ordered  by  fuperiors. 

6  no 
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no  other  purpofe  than  to  compel  them  to  the 
three  things  which  they  moft  abhorred  :  chrift- 
ianity,  agriculture,  and  the  raifing  recruits.     A 
little  prieflcraft  was  alfo  had  recourfe  to  on  this 
occaPon.     The  noyons  or  princes  fet  up  a  lama, 
whom  they  raifed  in  a  moment  to  be  the  immortal 
archpriefr.  or  dalailama,  in  the  following  manner : 
It  was  propagated  abroad,  that  a  famous  kalmuk 
prieft,  who  had  died  three  years   before,  had 
now  appeared   again   alive,   and   had   i  (fried  a 
proclamation  to  the  people,  that  he  was  rifen 
from  the  dead  at  Tibet,  in  the  refidence  of  the 
great  dalailama ;  of  all  which  a  written  teftimony 
was  brought  from  the  immortal  high  prieft  -,  in 
which  it  was  declared,  that  being  now  become  a 
being  of  a  fuperior  order,  he  foreknew  the  fates 
and  fortunes  of  the  nation,  and  required  them,  in 
the  name  of  their  gods,  to.  return,  and  again 
take  pofieffion  of  their  ancient  territory.     This 
happened  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year   1770, 
juft  when  they  thought  it  the  proper  moment  for 
the  grand  rupture  -,  otherwife  they  would  have 
fuffered  the  lama  to  have  flept  quietly  in  his 
grave  for  a  longer  or  a  ihorter  time. 

It  was  an  unpardonable  neglect  in  the  com- 
manding officer  in  thofe  parts  not  to  put  a  ftop 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  horde,  fo  as  to  prevent 
the  emigration,  as  their  intention  was  publicly 

known 
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known  in  thofe  parts.  He  even  fuffered  himfelf 
to  be  duped  by  the  Kalmuks,  to  whom,  on 
their  forging  fome  pretext  of  apprehenfion  from 
the  Kirguifes,  their  neighbours,  he  gave  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  with  ammunition  and  fome 
engineers.  Accordingly,  in  the  autumn,  they 
began  their  march  :  a  prodigious  troop,  with. 
wives,  children,  and  fervants,  having  their  droves, 
horfes,  flocks,  goods,  huts,  and  tents.  The 
captain  -under  the  command  of  the  khan  was 
forced  to  migrate  with  them  at  the  head  of  his 
kofaks.  The  march  was  conducted  regularly- 
enough,  in  three  troops,  who  conftantly  kept  in 
fight ;  the  flanks  of  each  were  particularly 
covered,  and  befides  this  they  had  a  van  and  a 
rear  guard.  At  the  beginning  they  plundered  the 
fifheries  and  the  trading  houfes  on  the  borders  of 
the  Volga  and  the  Cafpian.  But,  on  their  pro- 
grefs  into  the  fouthern  Siberia,  they  came  upon 
the  Kofaks  of  the  Yaik,  who  flopped  and  pur- 
fued  the  flying  horde,  cut  thoufands  of  them  to 
pieces,  and  forced  thoufands  to  return.  In  the 
fpring  1771,  they  were  attacked  by  the  Kirguifes 
their  inveterate  enemies,  and,  after  a  bloody  en- 
gagement, took  many  of  them  prifoners.  In 
the  fummer  they  proceeded  through  the  antient 
Mongolia  to  the  ehinefe  borders ;  where  an  army 

of 
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of  the  Mandfhu  *  received  them,  and  afforded 
them  protection. 

The  fecret  of  their  Might  w*s  fo  well  kept, 
that  it  was  not  known  to  the  Ruffians  till  two 
days  after  their  departure.  Three  regiments 
were  fent  in  purfuit  of  them  to  no  purpofe. 
The  Kalmuks  were  more  in  hafte  than  they ; 
and,  befides,  they  were  two  days  before  them, 
'Thefe  rrgiments  wandered  a  long  time  in  the 
defarts,  and  a  confiderabie  part  of  the  foldiers 
perifhed. 

When  the  news  of  the  emigration  was  brought 
to  St.  Petersburg,  a  corps  of  troops  were  ordered 
by  the  court  to  go  in  queft  of  them.  But, 
if  the  former  purfuits  were  too  late,  it  was 
not  likely  that  thefe  mould  come  up  with  them: 
the  lamentable  particulars  of  this  expedition  may 
be  read  in  captain  Rytfchkoff's  journal  j  where 
it  may  be  feen  what  difficulties  and  hardfhips 
thefe  indefatigable  purfuers  of  the  fugitive  horde 
encountered,  in  their  devious  marches  on  this 
unavailing  expedition,  and  what  variety  of  dif- 
trefTes  they  fullered  in  the  dreary,  inhofpitable 
regions  and  waterlefs  defarts  through  which  they 
paiTtd.     At  length  nothing  farther  was  to  be 

*  The  prefent  emperor  of  China. 

done 
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done  but  to  make  application  by  a  written  me- 
morial to  China,  to  demand  the  reftitution  of  the 
runaways.  But  the  fupreme  tribunal  at  Pekin 
anfwered  the  refcript  of  the  ruffian  fenate  ab- 
ruptly, in  a  fcornful  and  derifory  manner,  and 
concluded  by  faying,  that  "  their  fovereign 
was  not  a  prince  fo  unjuft  as  to  deliver  up  his 
fubjects  to  foreigners,  nor  fo  cruel  a  father  as 
to  drive  away  children  who  returned  to  the 
bofom  of  their  family.  That  he  had  no  inti- 
mation of  the  defign  of  the  Kalmuks  till  the 
moment  of  their  arrival  •,  and  that  then  with- 
out delay  he  caufed  to  be  reftored  to  them  the 
habitations  that  had  belonged  to  them  from 
time  immemorial.  That,  in  fhort,  the  emprefs 
had  no  reafon  to  complain  of  the  Kalmuks, 
but  certainly  of  the  officer  who  had  dared  to 
lift  his  hand  againft  a  fervant  of  the  khans, 
and  to  order  their  minifters  to  undergo  the 
battogues."  The  letter  was  thus  fubfcribed  : 
In  the  36th  year,  the  7th  month,  and  the  13th 
day  of  the  reign  of  Kien-Long."  On  various 
occafions  Catharine  frequently  received  from 
thefe  her  neighbours  anfwers  in  a  flyle  which 
mull  have  frruck  her  the  more  fenlibly,  as  me  waS 
accuftomed  to  hear  from  all  the  other  monarchs 
in  the  world  a  very  different  language.  On  her 
applying  for  a  frefh  treaty  for  the  renewal  of  the 
vol.  ij.  u  commerce 
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commerce  with  China  by  the  caravans,  which 
for  feveral  years  had  been  interrupted,  on  account 
of  fome  differences  that  had  arifen  between  the 
fubjecls  of  the  two  potentates,  the  anfwer  given 
to  her  envoy  was : — {f  Let  your  miftrefs  learn  to 
"  keep  old  treaties;  and  then  it  will  be  time 
(c  enough  to  apply  for  new  ones.'*  Accordingly 
we  fee,  from  her  private  communications  *  how 
fenfible  fhe  was  upon  this  fubject;  and  fhe 
could  fcarcely  endure  to  hear  any  praife,  even 
jeftingly,  beftowed  on  the  emperor  of  China, 
who  was  otherwife  known  as  an  author  and 
poet. 

Concerning  the  number  of  perfons  loft  to 
Ruflia  by  this  emigration  accounts  do  not  agree. 
Some  ftate  it  at  130,000  families;  which  is 
certainly  exaggerated.  More  accurate  flate- 
ments  fay,  that  the  horde  in  general  confifted  of 
not  much  above  70,000  tents,  or  hearths,  or 
families.  Thofe  who  voluntarily  returned,  (for 
doubtlefs  many  of  them,  on  the  fatiguing  and 
painful  expedition  over  the  defarts,  panted  after 
the  more  quiet  abode  on  the  Volga,  and  turned 
back,)  and  thofe  who  were  brought  in  by  the 
Kofaks,  are  reckoned  together  at  12,342  tents. 
Thofe  that  efcaped  therefore,  cftimating  them  at 

*  For  example,  in  her  correspondence  with  Voltaire. 

the 
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the  higheft,  were  60,000  hearths.  But  how 
great  the  number  of  the  individuals  that  died 
upon  the  road,  and  of  thofe  who  were  carried 
into  captivity  by  the  Kirguifes,  can  never  be 
known. 

A  council  of  war  was  held  to  examine  into 
the  conduct  of  lieutenant-colonel  Kifchenfkoi", 
and  to  pronounce  upon  it.  But  the  bufinefs  was 
conducted  with  negligence  and  every  poflible 
delay.  KifchenfkoT  employed  a  part  of  the 
fruit  of  his  rapine  in  procuring  himfelf  friends  at 
court,  or  in  corrupting  his  judges:  and  to 
the  great  fcandal  of  the  majority  of  the  Ruffians* 
this  man,  who  had  occafioned  the  lofs  of  fuch  a 
number  of  fubjects  to  the  country,  was  recom- 
penfed  by  the  title  of  colonel. 

Amidft  the  grand  concerns  by  which  it  was 
occupied,  the  court  of  Petersburg  betrayed  no 
neglect  of  its  little  intrigues.  Attentive  as  me 
was  to  the  bufinefs  of  government,  Catharine 
did  not  bid  adieu  to  pleafures.  She  went 
frequently  from  the  council  to  the  ball-room  and 
the  theatre,  and  from  the  important  fittings 
of  the  fenate  to  the  moft  frivolous  amufements. 
She  gave  audience  to  the  ambafladors  of  foreign 
powers,  without  having  need  of  any  other  drefs 
than  that  me  wore  for  receiving  her  courtiers  j 
w  2  and 
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and  fhe  dictated  a  law  with  the  fame  facility 
as  fhe  wrote  a  billet.  Eafy  in  her  new  attach- 
ments, fhe  never  fpoke  of  thofe  that  had  gone 
before.  Panin,  Chernicheff,  and  Baratinfky  ap- 
plauded their  own  operations. 

But  what  gave  them  the  mofl  fatisfaction  was 
the  removal  of  prince  Orloff.  For  nearly  five 
months  he  had  been  travelling  in  foreign  parts  j 
and  his  enemies,  pleafed  themfelves  with  the 
thought  that  he  was  to  continue  his  travels  for 
at  leaft  two  years.  The  emiflaries  who  watched 
his  fteps  wrote  them  frequent  accounts  of  his 
proceedings.  Pie  was  thought  to  be  in  Holland ; 
it  was  imagined  that  he  intended  to  make  the 
tour  of  England,  France,  and  Italy.  All  at  once 
he  re-appeared  at  the  court  of  Peterfburg.  The 
emprefs  refufed  to  admit  him  into  her  prefence. 
She  fent  orders  to  him  to  repair  to  Reval.  But 
fhe  at  the  fame  time  fent  him  confiderable  pre- 
fents,  and  loaded  with  honours  and  carefies 
the  more  intimate  friends  of  her  difcarded 
favourite. 

What  then  could  be  the  motive  to  fuch  a 
fmgular  conduct  ?  Catharine  had  no  longer  any 
regard  for  Orloff.  She  no  longer  flood  in  awe 
of  him.  But  fhe  dreaded,  fhe  hated  a  faction 
fhe  conceived   might  be    forming    under  the 

aufpices 
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aufpices  of  a  name  *  dear  to  the  empire,  and 
formidable  to  Orloff.  She  was  defirous  of 
oppofing  the  party  of  her  former  favourite  to 
this  faction,  and  of  procuring  the  fupport  of  a 
man  by  whom  fhe  had  already  been  fo  well 
defended.  Triumphant  over  her  enemies,  the  ad- 
miration of  Europe,  idolized  by  her  courtiers,  that 
princefs  was  neverthelefs  often  a  prey  to  the  mod 
pungent  difquietudes  :  but  fhe  concealed  them. 
She  dreaded  the  thought  of  being  hurled  from 
the  throne ;  and  fhe  was  forming  the  project  of 
aggrandizing  her  dominions  flill  farther.  She 
was  trembling  for  her  life :  and  fhe  difcourfed 
with  gaiety  of  the  long  career  fhe  was  in  hopes 
to  run.  One  day  fhe  found  a  paper  in  her 
cabinet,  in  which  mention  was  made  of  a  threat- 
ened afTaffination :  never  did  fhe  fhew  herfelf 
more  confident  and  more  fedate. 

Ambitious  of  all  kinds  of  glory,  fhe  could  at 
all  times  put  any  conftraint  on  herfelf  to  obtain 
it.  Whatever  were  her  fentiments,  fhe  had 
always  the  appearance  of  gentlenefs,  fincerity, 
clemency,  and  generofity.  The  blood  of  the 
wretched  Ivan  was  yet  reeking  from  the  ground i 
Catharine  was  moved  at  the  unhappy  lot  of  his 
family  j  and  knowing  that  fhe  had  no  longer 
any  thing  to  fear  from  the  duke>  Catharine 
*  That  of  the  grand  duke. 

'  u  3  offered 
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offered  him  his  liberty,  with  the  means  of  retir- 
ing to  Germany.  The  prince  refufed.  "  Why 
"  fhould  I  go,"  anfwercd  he,  "  out  of  the  ruffian 
"  empire,  to  publiih  the  excefs  of  my  miferies, 
"  and  to  excite  a  fruitlefs  companion  *  ?" 

Vaffiltfchikoff  had  now  a  Ions;  time  filled  the 
place  of  favourite.  Never  abufing  his  influence 
either  for  accumulating-  immenfe  riches  to  him- 
felf,  or  for  hurting  his  rivals,  he  excited  no 
envy.  The  emprefs  would  frequently  praife  his 
moderation  -,  and  that  quality,  fo  uncommon  in 
a  courtier,  feemed  to  render  him  more  dear  to 
her  from  day  to  day.  But  on  a  fudden  he  had  loft 
the  art  of  pleafmg;  and  at  the  very  inftant  when 
he  had  juft  been  receiving  additional  tokens  of 
her  tendernefs,  an  order  was  brought  him  to 
repair  to  Mofco.  He  obeyed.  Frefh  prefents 
from  the  fovereign  attended  him  on  the  road. 
But  it  was  only  a  remuneration  of  form  :  the 
heart  had  no  fhare  in  it  whatever  f. 

*  The  account  of  the  farther  circumftances  that  attended 
this  family  may  be  feen  by  turning  back  to  p.  40.  of  the  pre- 
sent volume,  where  the  part  of  the  hiftory  concerning  them 
was  fomewhat  anticipated,  for  the  fake  of  keeping  the  indi- 
viduals of  the  family  together  in  one  view. 

\  VaffihfchikofT  continued  in  favour  22  months.  It  will 
hereafter  be  mentioned  to  what  the  prefents  amounted 
which  Catharine  made  to  him,  as  well  as  to  her  other 
favourites. 

Whether 
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Whether  it  was  that  Orlofrhad  been  fecretly 
recalled  from  Reval,  or  whether  he  found  his 
flay  in  that  city  infupportable,  he  now  came 
back,  and  made  his  appearance  at  court.  The 
emprefs  threw  no  cenfures  on  his  behaviour. 
She  received  him,  on  the  contrary,  with  an 
appearance  of  joy.  Proud  of  this  reception  and 
of  the  remembrance  of  his  paft  favour,  depend- 
ing Mill  on  the  fubmiffion  of  his  creatures,  who 
were  in  great  numbers,  he  thought  himfelf  able 
to  refume  his  honours  and  his  influence.  While 
he  was  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  them,  he  often 
feemed  to  difdain  them.  No  fooner  was  he 
deprived  of  them  than  he  felt  them  to  be  ne- 
cefTary  to  him.  -  OrlofF,  born  in  obfcurity,  and 
brought  up  in  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  barracks, 
had  found  himfelf  raifed  on  a  fudden  to  a  point 
of  elevation,  which,  by  fwellinghis  natural  pride, 
had  neither  altered  his  tafte,  nor  polifhed  his 
manners.  Eleven  years  pafled  about  the  perfon 
of  the  emprefs,  in  the  refinements  of  luxury  and 
voluptuoufnefs,  withheld  him  not  from  braving 
the  inclemency  of  the  feafons,  nor  from  expofing 
himfelf  to  the  fevereft  fatigues,  nor  from  the 
purfuit  of  the  coarfeft  indulgences.  Since  his 
difmirTal  from  the  poft  of  favourite,  he  remained 
in  pofTeffion  of  an  annual  revenue  of  250,000 
rubles,  and  of  valuables  to  the  amount  of 
u  4  "     300,000 1 
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300,000;  inftead  of  maintaining  a  houfehold 
with  grandeur  and  magnificence,  he  led  the  life 
of  an  officer  in  garrifon.  In  a  condition  to  keep 
a  table  delicately  ferved  and  fupplied,  he  ate 
almoft  always  with  the  commenfals  of  the  court, 
■who  kept  very  ordinary  cheer.  He  was  not  more 
choice  in  his  amours.  It  was  indifferent  to  him, 
whether  he  breathed  out  his  flame  to  an  ugly 
and  fqualid  Finn,  to  a  favage  Kalmuk,  or.  to  the 
handfomeft  woman  of  Petersburg. 

Jealous  of  the  authority  enjoyed  by  his  rivals, 
and  contemplating  with  envy  the  throne  on 
which  he  had  long  flattered  himfelf  with  the 
expectation  of  fitting,  OrlofF  demanded  to  be 
re-eftabliihed  in  the  exercife  of  his  functions,  and 
that  he  whom  he  accufed  of  being  the  prime 
mover  of  his  difgrace,  count  Panin,  fhould  be 
fent  into  exile.  OrlofF  feemed  at  that  moment 
to  have  regained  his  afcendant  over  the  heart  of 
Catharine.  She  appeared  in  his  fight  with  all 
the  fondnefs  that  the  tenderer!  paffion  could  in- 
fpire,  and  made  not  the  lead  hefitation  in  restor- 
ing him  to  all  his  employments.  Her  majefty, 
however,  refufed  to  confent  to  the  baniihment 
of  Panin  -,  and  the  prince  was  obliged  to  be 
fatisfied  with  obtaining  her  promife  to  remove 
him  from  court,  as  foon  as  the  grand  duke 
mould  be  married. 

Panin 
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Panin  was  deeply  chagrined  at  feeing  Orloflf 
reinstated  in  his  employments.  But  he  had  no 
one  to  blame  for  it  but  himfelf,  fince  he  had 
taken  no  meafures  to  prevent  it.  Happy  in  the 
fortune  and  the  confequence  which  he  enjoyed, 
living  in  indolence  in  the  midft  of  affairs,  and 
feeking  a  retreat  in  the  tumult  of  the  court,  it 
was  only  in  fudden  fits  of  refentment  that  he  took 
any  pains  to  injure  his  rivals  -,  and,  though  of 
greater  ability  than  they,  he  had  often  the  mor- 
tification to  fee  them  victorious. 

"  Count  Panin  is  a  good  creature,"   faid  a 
courtier  who   had  long  fludied   his  character. 
"  He  is  fond  of  nothing  but  eafe  and  fullennefs. 
<c  Any  one  may  be  his  friend  by  pretending  to 
f(  laugh  at  his  bons  mots,  and  by  furni fhing  him 
cc  with  an  opportunity  for  exefcifing  his  talent  for 
"  (lander.   .  He  himfelf,  on  fuch  occafions,  will 
"  laugh  with  all  his  heart ;  and  he  forgets  the 
(C  affairs  of  government,  the  difpatches,  the  cou- 
tc  riers,  and  the  intrigues  that  are  formed  againft 
«  him." 

Catharine  had  for  fome  time  been  meditating 
a  marriage  for  the  grand  duke  ;  but  as  that 
prince  feemed  to  be  of  a  weak  habit,  and  a  cold 
conftitution,  me  feared  left  he  might  be  little 
difpofed  to  give  heirs  to  the  empire.  Her  con- 
fidants foon  found  the  means  for  difpelling  her 
rears.     They  engaged  a  young  polifh  lady,  a 

maid 
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maid  of  honour  to  the  emprefs  *,  to  make  an 
attempt  with  her  charms  on  the  heart  of  the 
prince.  Made moife lie  Sophia  conferred  ;  and 
ihe  bore  him  a  fori,  who  received  at  the  font  the 
name  of  Simeon  Velikoi  f. 

From  that  time  the  emprefs  bent  her  thoughts 
to  the  choice  of  a  fit  confort  for  the  grand  duke. 
In  this,  however,  me  found  herfelf  fomewhac 
embarrafled.  She  wifhed  not  for  a  princefs  who 
might  probably  become  her  rival,  and  who,  pro- 
fiting by  her  example,  was  capable  of  forming 
attempts  on  her  throne  and  her  life.  She  was 
rather  in  fearch  of  one  who  had  neither  the 
faculties  nor  the  defire  of  rendering  herfelf  for- 
midable. The  emprefs  at  length  fixed  her  views 
on  the  daughters  of  the  landgrave  of  HefTe- 
Darmltadt.  Thefe  princefTes  were  three  Miters. 
Catharine  invited  their  mother  to  accompany 
them  to  her  court.  How  contrary  foever  to 
long-eftablifhed  cuflom  as  this  propofal  might 

*  This  young  lady  was  afterwards  married  to  a  noble 
count,  who  was  living  in  France  in  1788. 

-f-  Simeon  Veliko'i  was  of  a  gentle  and  modeft  difpofkion, 
and  s;reat  care  had  been  taken  with  his  education.  Entered, 
at  an  early  period,  in  the  navy,  he  ferved  during  the  fwedifh 
war  under  that  deferving  cnglifli  officer,  captain  Trevenen, 
in  the  capacity  of  lieutenant  of  a  man  of  war,  then  being 
one  of  the  12  officers  fent  by  the  emprefs  to  learn  the  ait  of 
navigation  in  England  :  he  acted  as  a  volunteer  in  the 
cnglifh  navy,  and  died  in  the  Well  ladies  in  1797. 

appear, 
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appear,  the  landgravine  of  Hefle-Darmftadt 
accepted  it  without  hefitation.  That  princefs 
was  ambitious  j  and  therefore  me  lidened  only 
to  the  hope  of  placing  one  of  her  daughters  on 
the  throne  of  Ruffia  :  me  fet  out  for  Petersburg. 
The  emprefs  received  her  with  magnificence, 
and  loaded  her  with  prefents  *.  After  having 
had  time  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  three-young 
princeffes,  Catharine  chofe  for  the  fpoufe  of  the 
grand  duke  the  princefs  Wilhelmina,  who  em- 
braced the  greek  orthodox  fyftem  of  faith  f ,  and 
was  joined  in  wedlock  to  the  heir  of  the  tzars. 

Prince  Orloff  and  his  party  were  in  hopes 
that  this  marriage  would  be  prefently  followed 
by  the  difgrace  of  Panin.  Orders  were  fent 
him  to  leave  the  apartments  which  he  occupied 
in  the  palace  in  quality  of. governor  of  Paul 
Petrovitch.  His  friends  took  the  alarm.  The 
courtiers  became  my  of  him.  He  imagined 
himfelf  undone  :  but  his  pupil  had  the  generofity 
to  oppofe  himfelf  to  the  ftorm ;  and  haftening 
to  his  mother,  reprefented  to  her,  that  Panin 
had  been  always  a  faithful  fervant  of  the  empire, 
and  that  it  would  be  too  cruel  an  act  to  difmifs 
him  from  the  court,  at  the  very  moment  when 

*  She  even  infilled  that  the  landgrave  fhould  permit  her 
to  defray  the  whole  expence  of  her  journey  thither, 
•j-  She  took  the  name  of  Natalia  Alexievna, 

he 
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he  had  the  greateft  right  to  expect  fubftantial 
rewards.  This  procedure  wrought  a  change  in 
the  mind  of  the  emprefs.  Inftead  of  retaining 
her  refolution'  of  fending  an  order  to  Panin  to 
retire  from  the  court,  fhe  wrote  to  him  a  letter 
full  of  teftimonies  of  affection;  and,  thanking 
him  for  the  care  he  had  beftowed  on  the  edu- 
cation of  the  grand  duke,  me  confirmed  him 
in  the  appointment  of  minifier  of  foreign 
affairs. 

Thofe  who  were  un'acquainted  with  the  mo- 
tives by  which  the  emprefs  had  been  fwayed  in 
determining  to  retain  count  Panin,  found  an 
inexplicable  contradiction  in  her  conduct.  Orloff 
had  the  preemption  to  reproach  her  with  it: 
but  fhe  did  not  vouchfafe  to  inform  him  better. 
Unwilling  that  this  favourite  fhould  know  that  a 
mother  had  yielded  to  the  felicitations  of  her 
fbn,  fhe  told  him  that  it  behoved  him  to  facri- 
fice  the  fatisfaction  of  removing  a  minifter  who 
failed  of  pleafing,  to  the  neceflity  there  was  for 
his  fervice.  Always  ingenious  in  difguifing  her 
fentiments,  Catharine  made  no  fcruple  of  deceiv- 
ing the  favourite,  who  fancied  he  engroffed  the 
whole  of  her  confidence.  Though  fhe  feemed 
to  have  reftored  him  her  former  tendernefs,  yet 
fhe  fecretly  cherifhed  in  her  heart  a  pafiion 
which  fpeedily  broke  out.  She  felt  fome  in- 
clination 
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clitiation  to  difrnifs  Orloff  a  fecond  time:  but 
fhe  prudently  kept  terms  with  him  (till. 

Of.  the  learned  and  literary  men  with  whom 
Catharine  kept  up  a  regular  correfpondence, 
Voltaire  and  Diderot  were  thofe  whom  fhe  moft 
diftinguifhcd.  She  invited  them  fevenil  times 
to  come  and  viiit  her.  The  philofopher  of 
Ferney  had  learned  by  experience  the  dangers  of 
courts :  he  would  not  fubmit  to  the  temptation 
of  feeing  that  of  Ruflia.  The  philofopher  of 
Paris  was  more  open  to  perfuaflon.  He  tra- 
velled to  St.  Petersburg.  Catharine  lavifhed  on 
him  largefTes  and  encomiums.  During  the 
whole  time  of  his  ftay  at  her  court,  fhe  difcourfed 
with  him  every  day  at  the  conclufion  of  dinner. 
Philofophy,  legiflation,  politics,  were  commonly 
the  fubjecT;  of  thefe  conventions.  Diderot  un- 
folded his  principles  on  the  liberty  and  the  rights 
of  nations  with  his  ufual  enthufiafm  *  and  elo- 
quence. The  emprefs  feemed  to  be  delighted 
with  them  j  but  fhe  was  not  at  all  the  more 
difpofed  to  put  them  in  practice. 

"  Monfieur  Diderot,"  faid  fhe,  fC  is  a  hun- 
"  dred  years  old  in  many  refpectsj  but  in  others 
"  he  is  no  more  than  ten." 

*  The  emprefs  made  him  fit  befide  her.  In  his  moments 
of  enthufiafm,  Diderot  has  fometimes  hit  her  knee  with  the 
back  of  his  hand  ;  (he  never  feemed  to  take  offence  at  it. 

B  Perhaps 
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Perhaps  her  majefty's  private  opinion  was  not 
more  in  favour  of  the  wifdom  of  Voltaire ; 
though  fhe  never  fpoke  of  it  but  with  all* the 
deference  that  is  due  to  the  foremoft  difpenfcr  of 
fame.  The  manner  in  which  (lie  was  wont  to 
write  to  him  is  well  known.  We  have  already 
cited  feveral  fragments  of  her  letters ;  we  fhall, 
neverthelefs,  tranfcribe  one  of  them  here,  as»a 
further  proof  of  the  artful  difguife  fhe  put  on 
before  that  celebrated  author,  and  how  fhe  ftrove 
to  obtain  thofe  flatteries  which  he  fo  lavifhly 
bellowed  upon  her. 

<c *Now  we  are  fpeaking  of  haughti- 

<e  nefs,  I  have  a  mind  to  make  my  general  confef- 
<c  fion  to  you  on  that  head.  I  have  had  great 
"  fuccefles  during  this  war  :  that  I  am  glad  of  it, 
<f  you  will  very  naturally  conclude.  I  faid,  Ruflla 
"  will  be  well  known  by  this  war  j  it  will  be 
<{  feen  how  indefatigable  a  nation  it  is ;  that  fhe 
<c  pofTefTes  men  of  eminent  merit,  and  who  have 
"  all  the  qualities  that  go  to  the  forming  of 
"  heroes;  it 'will  be  feen  that  me  is  deficient  in 
c<  no  refources  ;  but  that  flie  can  defend  herfelf, 
"  and  profecute  a  war  with  vigour,  whenever  fhe 
"  is  unjuftly  attacked. 

*  This  letter  is  dated  the  22d  of  July— the  2d  of  Auguft 

"  Brimful 
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"  Brimful  of  thefe  ideas,  I  have  never  once 
u  thought  of  Catharine,  who,  at  the  age  of 
cc  forty-two,  can  increafe  neither  in  body  nor 
"  mind,  hi1:,  in  the  natural  order  of  things, 
£f  ought  to  remain,  and  will  remain.,  as  fnc  is. 
<c  Do  her  affairs  go  on  well  ?  She  fays,  fo 
"  much  the  better  !  If  they  profpered  lefs,  me 
"  would  employ  all  her  faculties  to  put  them  in 
w  the  beft  train  poflible. 

"  This  is  my  ambition,  and  I  have  none  other; 
"  what  I  tell  you  is  the  truth.  I  will  go  farther: 
"  I  will  tell  you  that,  for  the  fparing  of  human 
"  blood,  I  fincerely  wifli  for  peace.  But  this 
"  peace  is.ftill  a  long  way  off,  though  the  Turks, 
"from  different  motives,  are  ardently  defirous 
<c  of  it.  Thofe  people  know  not  how  to  go 
"  about  it. 

"  I  wilh  as  much  for  the  pacification  of  the 
c<  unreafonable  contentions  of  Poland.  I  have 
fC  to  do  there  with  brainlefs  heads,  each  of 
"  which,  inftead  of  contributing  to  the  common 
fC  peace,  on  the  contrary  throws  impediments  in 
ff  the  way  of  it  by  caprice  and  levity.  My 
*'  ambaffador  has  publimed  a  declaration  adapted 
"  to  open  their  eyes.  But  it  is  to  be  prefumed, 
"  that  they  will  rather  expofe  themfelves  to  the 
"  laft  extremity,  than  adopt  without  delay  a  wife 
"  and  confiftent  rule  of  conduct.     The  vortices 

"  of 
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<c  of  Defcartes  never  exifced  any  where  but  in 
"  Poland.  There  every  head  Ls  a  vortex,  turn- 
ing continually  round  itfelf.  It  is  flopped  by 
«f  chance  alone,  and  never  by  reafon  or  Judg- 
"  ment. 

<c  I  have  not  yet  received  either  your  quef- 
cc  tions  *,  or  your  watches  from  Ferney.  I 
<c  have  no  doubt  that  the  work  of  your  artificers 
fC  is  perfect,  fince  they  work  under  your  eyes. 

"  Do  not  fcold  your  ruftics  for  having  fent  me 
<c  a  furplus  of  watches  :  the  expence  of  them 
<c  will  not  ruin  me.  It  would  be  very  unfor- 
u  tunate  for  me,  if  I  were  fo  far  reduced  as  not 
cc  to  have,  for  fudden  emergencies,  fuch  fmall 
ec  fums  whenever  I  want  them.  Judge  not,  I 
"  befeech  you,  of  our  finances  by  thofe  of  the 
<c  other  ruined  potentates  of  Europe.  Though 
"  we  have  been  engaged  in  a  war  for  three 
"  years,  we  proceed  in  our  buildings  j  and  every 
"  thing  elfe  goes  on  as  in  a  time  of  profound 
<c  peace.  It  is  two  years  fince  any  new  impoft 
ei  has  been  levied  f.     The  war  at  prefent  has  its 

*  The  "  (^cftlons  fur  P Encyclopedic." 

f  With  all  due  deference  ■  for  her  imperial  majefty,  this 
»Ioes  not  exaftly  tally  with  the  augmentation  of  the  capi- 
tation tax  of  80  kopeeks,  which  fhe  was  obliged  to  abolifh 
at  the  peace  ;  any  more  than  with  the  extraordinary  taxes 
laid  on  feveral  manufactures,  and  on  ill  works  in  iron. 

fixed 
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Kt  fixed  ettablifhment  ;  that  once  regulated, 
«  it  never  difturbs  the  courfe  of  other  affairs. 
"  If  we  capture  another  KafFa  or  two,  the  war  is 
"  paid  for. 

"  I  fhall  be  fatisfied  with  myfelf  whenever  I 
"  meet  with  your  approbation,  monfieur.  I 
"  likewife  a  few  weeks  ago  read  over  again  my 
"  inftructions  for  the  code,  becaufe  I  then 
Cf  thought  peace  to  be  nearer  at  hand  than  it  is, 
"  and  I  found  that  I  was  right  in  compofing 
*c  them.  I  confefs  that  this  code,  for  which 
"  a  great  quantity  of  materials  are  preparing, 
"  and  many  others  are  now  ready,  will  yet  give 
"  me  a  considerable  deal  of  trouble  before  it  is 
t£  brought  to  that  degree  of  perfection  at  which 
<c  I  wifh  to  fee  it.  But  no  matter :  it  mufr  be 
<f  completed,  though  Taganrok  has  the  lea  to 
<c  the  fouth  and  mountains  to  the  north. 

"  However,  your  defigns.  upon  that  place 
"  cannot  be  brought  to  efFecl  till  a  peace  fhall 
ei  have  fecured  its  environs  againfl  all  apprehen- 
cc  fion  on  the  fide  of  the  land  and  the  fide  of  the 
<f  feaj  for  till  the  Krimea  was  taken,  it  was  the 
"  frontier  place  againfl:  the  Tartars.  Perhaps 
"  in  a  little  time  the  khan  of  the  Krimea  will  be 
"  brought  to  me  in  perfon.  I  learn  this  moment 
"  that  he  did  not  crofs  the  fea  with  the  Turks, 
vol.  11.  x  "  but 
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<e  but  that  he  remained  in  the  mountains  with  a 
<c  very  fmall  number  of  followers,  nearly  as  was 
"  the  cafe  with  the  pretender  in  Scotland  after 
"  the  defeat  at  Culloden.  If  he  comes  to  me, 
"  we  will  Itrive  to  polifh  him  this  winter  j  and, 
"  to  take  my  revenge  of  him,  I  will  make  him 
"  dance,  and  he  fhall  go  to  the  french  co- 
"  medy 

<c  Juft  as  I  was  about  to  fold  up  this  letter,  I 
"  received  yours  of  the  ioth  of  July,  in  which 
"  you  inform  me  of  the  adventure  that  happened 
"  to  my  "  Inftruction"  *  in  France.  I  knew 
"  that  anecdote,  and  even  the  appendix  to  it,  in 
"  confequence  of  the  order  of  the  due  de  Choi- 
"  feul.  I  own  that  I  laughed  on  reading  it  in 
"  the  news-papers,  and  I  found  that  I  was 
"  amply  revenged. 

"  The  conflagration  that  happened  at  Peterf- 
«  burg  has,  according  to  the  report  of  the  police, 
"  confumed  in  all  140  houles,  among  which 
"  about  20  were  brick  buildings ;  the  reft  were 
"  only  barracks  conftrucled  of  wood.  The 
"  high  wind  wafted  the  flames  and  the  burning 
"  fplinters  on  all  fides,  which  occafioned  the  fire 
"  to  break  out  again  the  following  day,  and  gave 

*  Her  majeily's  inftruclion  for  a  code  of  laws. 

"it 
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"  it  a  fupernatural  appearance.  But  there  is  no 
"  doubt  that  the  high  wind  and  the  exceflive  heat 
(t  were  the  fole  caufes  of  this  difafter,  which 
"  will  be  foon  repaired. 

iff  With  us  buildings  are  raifed  with  greater 
n  celerity  than  in  any  other  country  in  Europe. 
"  In  1762  a  fire  happened  of  twice  the  extent, 
"  which  confumed  a  large  quarter  of  the  town, 
f  confifting  of  wooden  buildings.  The  whole 
cc  was  rebuilt  in  brick  within  lefs  than  three 
"  years." 

The  fuccefles  of  the  turkifh  war  begot  in 
the  hearts  of  the  nation  an  enthufiaftic  love  and 
veneration  for  their  fovereign;  the  fentiments  of 
joy  at  the  humiliation  of  the  oriental  pride  were 
univerfalj  and  it  mult  be  confeffed  that  many 
truly  heroic  atchievements  in  thefe  campaigns, 
both  by  fea  and  land,  might  well  excite  the 
ruffian  patriots  to  jubilation.  To  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  them  Catharine  caufed  medals  to  be 
(truck,  and  columns  to  be  erected. 

In  the  mean  time  the  buildings  and  embellifh- 
ments  of  St.  Petersburg  proceeded  without  inter- 
ruption ;  and  works  of  really  imperial  magnifi- 
cence were  brought  to  effect,  which  render  that 
city  in  many  relpects  fuperior  to  any  other. 
The  Neva,  the  Fontanka,  and  the  Katarina- 
x  2  canal, 
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canal*,  were  embanked  with  granite  ;  and  pro- 
vided with  fpacious  quays  of  the  fame  material, 
and  elegant  baluftrades  of  iron,  fo  as  to  form 
agreeable  walks  through  the  feveral  quarters  of 
the  town.  Sumptuous  bridges  richly  ornamented, 
of  hewn  granite,  were  likewife  conftructed  iri 
various  parts  acrofs  the  Moikaj  the  Fontanka, 
and  the  feveral  canals  that  unite  their  ftreams. 
Palaces  and  public  offices  were  erected  ;  among 
them  a  palace  of  prodigious  magnitude,  built  en- 
tirely of  marble  of  divers  colours  from  Siberiaf. 
If  the  eye  of  the  ftranger,  dazzled  with  fo  much 
brilliance  and  fplendour  as  this  refidence  affords, 
fees  with  concern  and  almoft  with  difguft,  the  in- 
tervals of  wretched  huts  and  dirty  lanes;  yet  the 
inhabitant  recollecting  with  real  fatisfaction  the 
former  condition  of  mod  of  the  quarters  and 
flreets,  feels  the  more  fenfibly  the  almoft  magical 

*  The  beautiful  ftream  that  forms  the  Neva,  branches  off 
into  the  little  Neva,  the  Nefka,  the  river  Moika,  the  river 
Fontanka,  into  all  which  fall  feveral  sanals,  all  together  form* 
ing  the  large  and  little  iflands  (oftrofs)  on  which  Peterfburg 
is  built. 

f  The  magnificence  of  this  palace  is  fuch,  that  it  never 
fails  to  remind  the  beholder  who  fees  it  for  the  firft  time,  of 
what  he  has  read  in  the  "  Arabian  Nights,"  fairy  and  genii 
tales,  and  the  like.  The  emperor  Paul  has  afligned  it  for  the 
refidence  of  the  king  of  Poland,  by  whom  it  is  now  inhabited. 

improve* 
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improvements,   and  looks  forward   with   com- 
placency at    what    the    whole    muft    gradually 
become.     Of  the  immenfe  Ladoga-canal,  the 
banks  that  were  fupported  by  timbers  are,  fince 
1763,  faced  with  ftone.     The  many  beneficent 
and  public-fpirited  inftitutions   of  the  emprefs 
required  new  buildings,  which  were  conftantly 
erected  with  magnificence  and  tafte.     Nor  were 
her  cares  confined  to  the  refidence  alone,  other 
cities  likewife  "were  growing  in  riches  and  fpienr- 
dour  under  her  forming  hand;    Mofko,  Tver, 
Toula,   Kief,    &c.     In   the   neighbourhood  of 
St.  Peteriburg  arofe  and  grew  up  in  1767,  and 
is  fince  in  a  flourifhing  ftate,  the  german  colony 
Saratofka. 

.  In  the  midft  of  the  turkifh.  war,  Catharine 
purchafed  in  Holland  pictures  to  the  amount  of 
60,000  rubles*;  in  France  for  15,000  rubles, 
and  in  Italy  a  multitude  of  inimitable  curiofmes. 
< — That  noble  act  of  bounty  which  me  mewed  to 
Diderot  in  1775,  gained  her  the  efteem  of  all 
literary  men,  in  buying  his  library  at  a  price  far 
above  its  value,  and  then  appointing  him  her 
librarian  of  it  for  his  life,  with  a  large  annual 
(tipend. 

*  The  {hip  which  had  them  on  board  was  wrecked  on  the 
coaft  of  Finland,  and  the  whole  collection  was  loft* 

x  3  The 
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The  expenditure  on  her  court-eftablifhment 
at  this   time   was   reckoned   at   4,000,000   of 
rubles  annually ;  the  numerous  and  always  im- 
perial prefents  to  her  officers,  ftatefmen,    and 
favourites,  not  included.     Her  court,   the  moft 
brilliant  in  all  Europe,  was  the  refort  of  male  and 
female  beauty ;  young  perfons  of  talents,  grey- 
headed commanders,  able  politicians,  refpectable 
matrons,  and  a  multitude  of  high  nobility,  who, 
by  their  friendlinefs,  affability,  hofpitality,  and 
polifhed   manners,   rendered   their   fociety  ex- 
tremely agreeable. — Prince  Gregory  Orloff  was 
no  niggard  of  his  wealth.     He  caufed  to  be 
built,  at  the  diftance  of  eight  or  ten  miles  from 
Tzarfko-felo,   the  magnificent  palace  of  Gat- 
Jhinaj  which  the  emprefs,  on  his  death,  purchafed 
at  a  very  high  price,  and  made   it  a  prefent 
to  her  fori  die  grand  dukej    who,    as  is  well 
known,  always  refided  there,  and  was  fond  of  the 
place*.     About  17743  when  Orloff  was  out  of 
favour,  fome  people  imagined  it  was  for  having 
preferred   his  private   intereft  to  the   good  of 
the  ftate :  it  certainly  was  not  the  cafe  in  that 

*  In  1780  the  grand  duke  built  a  palace  for  himfelf  at  the 
diftance  of  five  verfls  from  Tzarko-felo,  which  he  named 
Pavlofsk,  and  furnifhed  it  with  greater  tafte  than  mag- 
nificence. However  he  ftill  retained  his  liking  for  Gat- 
ihina. 

in- 
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inftance  j  but  it  is  no  lefs  true,  that  fhe 
made  it  a  conftant  rule  to,  employ  no  minifter 
of  that  defcription.  She  knew  how  and  when  to 
reward  without  being  fummoned  to  It  5  and 
never  would  fuffer  herfelf  to  be  governed  by 
perfonal  regards.  Even  in  OrlofPs  golden  days, 
when  he  was  in  the  higheft  favour,  his  influence 
in  ftate  affairs  was  far  from  decifive :  Panin  op- 
pofed  him  j  and  held  his  place  in  defiance  of 
him.  Other  favourites  were  of  Hill  lefs  fignifi- 
cance.  If  afterwards  Potemkin,  for  a  continuance 
of  30  years,  could  do  every  thing  with  Ca- 
tharine, and  at  laft  raifed  himfelf  to  an  all-direct- 
ing ftatefman  j  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  he 
had  the  head,  and  the  courage  and  energy,  which 
with  the  gradual  unfolding  of  his  talents  as  he 
advanced,  fitted  him  for  a  prime  minifter :  though 
withal,  his  ambition  and  love  of  command  were  of 
the  rudeft  and  moil  dangerous  nature. — The 
princefs  Dafhkoffwas  not  of  Orloff's  party,  but 
belonged  rather  to  Panin's ;  after  a  long  abfence 
in  a  kind  of  folitude  (lie  appeared  again  at  court  in 
1773,  received  from  the  emprefs  a  prefent  of 
60,000  rubles,  with  fubfequent  marks  of  her 
favour  and  the  poll  of  director  of  the  academy  of 
fciences.  Count  Panin  united  the  mod  im- 
portant places  with  the  emprefs  and  the  tzar- 
's 4  evitch  1 
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cvitch  *  j  and  nothing  can  be  faid  more  to 
his  honour  than  that  he  gained  the  efteem  and 
affection  of  them  both.  The  whole  public  alfo 
afcribed  to  him  perfeci.  integrity  united  with 
a  too  great  love  of  eafe.  He  directed  the  foreign 
affairs,  and  his  voice  in  the  council  was  of  very 
great  weight.  As  preceptor  of  the  grand  duke 
he  was  beloved  by  that  prince  with  a  truly  filial 
affection.  Few  princely  families  can  fhew  an 
inftance  of  greater  tendernefs  of  heart  than  one 
which  we  know  of  Paul  Petrovitch  :  in  count 
Panin's  laft  illnefs  the  tears  of  the  imperial  youth 
inceflantly  flowed  as  he  knelt  by  his  bed-fide, 
and  gratefully  killed  the  hand  of  his  dying  matter. 
After  his  death  the  fincerity  of  the  prince's  grief 
wasmanifeft  to  the  few  who  then  had  accefs  to  him. 
An  impartial  obferver  who  faw  the  emprefs  in 
1772  and  1773,  defcribes  her  in  the  following 
manner:  "  She  is  of  that  ftature  which  is  necef- 
farily  requifite  to  perfeci:  elegance  of  form  in  a 
lady.  She  has  fine  large  blue  eyes ;  her  eyebrows 
and  hair  are  of  a  brownifh  colour ;  her  mouth  is 
well-proportioned,  the  chin  round,  the  nofe  rather 

*  Literally  the  tzar's  fon  ;  the  imperial  fucceffor.  For- 
merly this  was  the  only  ftyle  of  the  heir  apparent.  So 
lately  as  the  time  of  Peter  the  great,  his  fon  was  always  caile^ 
tzarevitch.  . 

long; 
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long  j  the  forehead  regular  and  open,  her  hands 
and  arms   round   and   white,   her  completion 
not  entirely  clear,  and  her  fhape  rather  plump 
than  meagre  -,    her  neck  and  bofom  high,  and 
fhe  bears   her   head   with  peculiar   grace   and 
dignity.       She   lays   on,   as   is   univerfally   the 
cuftom  with  the  fair  fex  in  Ruffia,  a  pretty  ftrong 
rouge.     She  has  adopted  the  ufual  habit  of  the 
ruffian  ladies  as  the  model  of  her  drefs,  which,  by 
fome  flight  alterations  in  it,  fhe  has  fo  improved, 
that  it   is  not  only  very  becoming,   but  may 
very  properly  be  deemed  an  elegant  mode  of 
attire.     She  never  puts  on  rich  cloaths  except  on 
folemn  feftivals  j  when  her  head  and  corfet  are 
entirely  ftt  with  brilliants :  in  grand  proceffions 
fhe  wears  a  crown  of  diamonds  and  precious 
ftones. — Her  gait  is  majeftic ;    in  the   whole 
of  her  form   and  manner  there   is   fomething 
fo  dignified  and  noble,  that  if  fhe  were  to  be 
feen,  without  ornament  or  any  outward  marks  of 
diftindtion,    among   a   great  number  of  ladies 
of  rank,  fhe  would  be  immediately  efteemed  the 
chief.     There  is  withal  in  the  features  of  her 
face  and   in   her  looks  an  uncommon  degree 
of  authority  and  command.     In  her  character 
there  is  more  of  livelinefs  than  gravity.     She  is 
courteous,  gentle,  beneficent;  outwardly  devout. 

ff  Her 
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"  Her  ordinary  method  of  life,  in  which  fhe  has 
almoft  always  perfevered,  was  at  that  time,  this : 
About  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  emprefs 
iifually   rifes.      Frequently,    and   even   in    the 
depth  of  winter,   (nay,   in  the  latter  years   of 
her  life  almoft  commonly,)  earlier.     She  ,ufes, 
without  calling  any  one,    to  prepare  her  own 
breakfaft;  as  in  general  me  is  not  fond  of  be* 
ino-  much  waited  on,  and  accordingly  difpenfes 
with   all   attendance    on    her   perfon    as   much 
as  poffible.      The   bufinefs   of  her  toilet  lafts 
not  long ;  during  which  fhe  figns  commiflions, 
orders,  and  papers  of  various  purport.     On  days 
when  the  council  does  not  meet  in  her  apart- 
ments, fhe  is  bufied  alone  in  the  cabinet  from 
eight  till  eleven  of  the  forenoon  ;  fhe  then  ufually 
goes  to  chapel,  where  the  fervice  continues  tilt 
twelve.     From  this  time  till  one,  fome  of  the 
minifters  of  the  feveral  departments  have  accefs 
to  her.     After  the  table  is  removed,  to  which 
fhe  fits  down  at  lateft  at  about  half  after  one,  fhe 
goes  to  work  again  for  an  hour  or  two,  accord- 
ing as  bufinefs  may  require ;    fhe  then  walks, 
rides  on   horfeback,   or   goes   out  in  a  coach 
or  fledge ;  and  at  fix  her  majefty  appears  at  the 
play-houfe,  where  the  performances  are  alter- 
nately in  french  and  ruffian.     If  the   emprefs 
takes  her  fupper  in  public,  (which  happens  ex- 
4  tremely 
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tremely  feldom,)   it  never  continues  later  than 
half  after  ten ;  at  other  times  fhe  retires  at  ten. 

"  The  only  court-day  in  the  whole  week,  holi- 
days excepted,  is  funday.     On  this  day  in  the 
morning,  as  the  emprefs  paffes  from  chapel  to 
her  apartments,  me  gives  the  ambafiadors  and 
foreigners  of  rank  who  have   been  once   pre- 
fented,  her  hand  to  kifs ;   likewife  fuch  perfons 
as   have  any  petition   to  prefent   or  defire   to 
return  thanks  for  bounties  received,  are  prefented 
on  this  day  to  the  emprefs,  and  kifs  her  hand, 
dropping  on  one  knee.— The  court  begins  not 
till  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening.     At  the  fame 
time  a  ball  or  concert  is  ufualiy  given :    the 
emprefs  never  dances,  but  fits  down  immediately 
to  cards,  having  previoufly  told  the  chamberlain 
in  waiting  whom  fhe  will  have  of  her  party.     In 
autumn    1772,  it  was   commonly  the  auftrian 
and  prufiian  minifters,  and  of  her  own  minifters 
count  RazumofFsky,  prince  Gallitzin,  and  the 
two  counts  Chernicheff.     The  emprefs  plays  at 
picquet,  or  fome  other  game  at  which  fhe  is  not 
obliged  to  be  conftantly  filent.     A  femi-circle  is 
formed  round  her  card-table,  which  the  ladies 
begin  on  the  left  hand,  and  the  privy-counfellors 
clofe   on   the   right.     When   the  emprefs   has 
finifhed  her  game,  fhe  gets  up  and  talks  in- 
difcriminately   with  the    ladies,    generals,  and 

minifters 
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minifters  that  form  the  circle.  At  about  ten 
o'clock,  and  often  earlier,  fhe  breaks  up  her 
party,  and  then  retires  unobferved  through  a  fide- 
door.  What  has  been  here  mentioned,  relates 
only  to  the  winter  months,  when  the  court  is  at 
St.  Petersburg.  While  the  emprefs  is  at  Tzarfko- 
feio  there  is  no  court  held  except  on  extraordinary 
feftivals. 

"  Of  civil  procefTes,  criminal  and  confiftorial 
caufes,  the  emprefs  allows  nothing  to  be  referred 
to  her  in  the  hours  of  the  forenoon  allotted  to 
confer  with  the  minifter.     Yet  no  perfon  can  be 
condemned  to  death  without  previous  inform- 
ation delivered  to  her :  this  punifhment  is  almoil 
always  commuted  or  mitigated.     But  all  matters 
relating  to  the  army,  the  navy,   the  finances,  to 
foreign  affairs,  the  taxes,  and  public  buildings, 
muft  be  reported  to  her  by  the  chiefs  of  the 
feveral  departments. — Every  one  knows  that  the 
emprefs  is  made  acquainted  with  whatever  con- 
cerns the  adminifcration  of  government,  and  a<?cs 
from  herfelf  in  all  ftate  affairs. — As  fhe  never 
interferes  in  private  matters  and  the  family  con- 
cerns  of  her  houfehold,   fhe   has  always  time 
enough  for  bufinefs  of  a  public  nature  -,  efpecially 
as  fhe  regularly  and  uniformly  apportions   the 
hoUrs  of  her  day  to  the  accurate  interchange 
p{  writing,  converfation,  exercife,  and  company, 

is 
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In  conftitution  fhe  is  healthy  and  robuft  ;  her 
mind  is  tranquil,  cheerful,  and  always  difpofed  to 
bufinefs." 

In  order  to  introduce  the  practice  of  inocula- 
tion into  the  remoter  parts  of  her  empire,  Ca- 
tharine inftituted  hofpitals  for  that  purpofe  in 
various  places,  even  to  the  extremities  of  Afia, 
where  the  practice  is  carried  on  with  fuccefs, 
not  only  in  cities  and  towns,  but  even  among  the 
nations  of  the  fteppes.  In  the  northern  regions 
the  fmall-pox  frequently  made  dreadful  havoc:  the 
peninfula  of  Kamtihatka  alone,  from  December 
1768  to  December  1769,  loft  by  this  diftemper 
5638  perfons.  But  relief  was  now  extended  alfo 
to  Siberia  t-  at  Irkutzk*  the  government  town  on 
the  lake  Baikal;,  a  fmall-pox  hofpital  was  in- 
ftituted in  1772.  The  number  of  perfons  cured 
of  that  diftemper  in  this  fame  year  amounted 
already  to  510  j  in  1773  the  patients  that  went 
out  in  perfect  health  were  1259;  in  1774  the 
number  was  897;  and  1775  the  perfons  cured 
were  711.  On  the  other  hand,  in  thefe  four  years* 
of  the  inoculated  only  28  died  from  various 
accidents. 

This  Irkutzk  (to  give  only  one  inftance 
of  the  benefit  of  the  inftitutions  which  Ca- 
tharine carried  on  at  the  diftance  of  near  6000 
verfts  from  her  refidence)   is  at  prefent  one 

of 
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of  the  mod  confiderable  and  larked  towns  in  alt 
Siberia.  This  may  be  eafily  known  from  the 
travels  of  the  learned  profeflbr  Pallas  j  fince,  as 
we  have  feen,  the  emprefs  fpared  no  expence  in 
cauliiig  the  country  to  be  examined  by  expert 
furveyors  and  eminent  naturalifts.  The  furvey 
of  the  empire,  and  the  maps  made  upon  it,  and 
fince  publifiied,  would  alone  be  fufficient  to 
render  the  name  of  Catharine  immortal.  Roads 
were  every  where  made  in  conformity  with 
this  furvey  °,  and,  though  they  are  not  all  provided 
with  caufeways,  but  are  only  levelled  and  made 
folid,  yet  they  are  all  marked  out  by  regularly 
numbered  verft-pofts.  Irkutzk,  by  thefe,  lies 
2.233  verfts  from  Pekin,  5093  verfts  from 
Mofco,  and  5873  from  St.  Peterfburg.  Mr.Pallas 
found  there  in  1772  already  11 53  dwelling- 
houfes,  and  the  place  in  a  flourifhing  condition  -, 
it  contains  a  great  number  of  inhabitants,  moftly 
merchants.  The  ftreets  are  broad  and  ftrait. 
There  is  a  german  congregation,  with  a  place  of 
worfhip  and  its  own  paftor.  In  this  town,  in 
1764  Catharine  founded  a  navigation- fchool, 
principally  in  regard  to  the  feas  about  Japan, 
and  to  the  ocean  between  Afia  and  America. 
It  is  fupplied  with  pilots  from  the  admiralty 
as  teachers  of  the  art  of  navigations  and 
native  Japanefes  were  appointed  (who  were  frill 

there 
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there  in  1772)  to  inftruct  the  fcholars  in  the 
language  of  their  country. 

In  1769  the  emprefs  inftituted  the  order 
of  St.  George,  for  military  perfons.  A  four- 
cornered  golden  ftar,  with  ttye  initials  of 
St.  George  in  a  black  border,  and  round  in 
ruffian  characters,  "  For  merit  and  valour," 
is  worn,  with  a  riband  of  black  and  orange- 
coloured  ftripes.  The  knights  are  divided  into 
four  claries,  and  obtain  the  order  on  the  at- 
chievement  of  fome  act  of  valour,  or  after  hav- 
ing ferved  25  years  as  fuperior  officers  without 
reproach.  A  fpecific  number  of  each  clafs 
enjoy  penfions,  from  100  to  700  rubles. 


CHAP.    VIII. 

Difcontents  in  divers  parts  of  the  empire.— 
Caufes  that  determine  fever  al  impojiors  to  ajfume 
the  name  of  Peter  III. — Rebellion  of  Pugat^ 
fheff. — His  Juccejfes.—His  reverfe  of  fortune. — 
His  execution.— 1774,  1775. 

i.  HE  uniform  profperity  of  the  emprefs  feemed 
for  a  moment  to  have  reached  its  term.  A 
terrible  ftorm   was  gathering  in  the   remoteft 

provinces 
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provinces  of  the  empire  ;  the  fky  of  its  horizon 
darkened;  the  black  clouds  came  on;  The 
thunder  growled;  the  temped  threatened  to 
overturn  the  throne  of  Catharine.  Some  parts 
of  the  conduct  of  that  princefs  had  excited  great 
difcontents  in  a  confidcrable  number  of  her 
fubjecls.  Several  of  the  antient  nobility  took 
offence  at  the  caprices  and  arrogant  airs  of  her 
favourites  ;  while  the  clergy  burnt  with  the 
defire  of  revenge  for  the  lofs  of  their  privileges, 
and  the  people  murmured  at  the  vexations  with- 
out number  to  which  they  were  expofed.  The 
boors,  in  fhort,  were  almoft  become  defperate  at 
feeing  their  children  fuccefiively  ravifhed  from 
their  families  for  furnifhing  recruits  to  the  armies 
which  the  fvvord  of  the  Turks,  and  the  horrible 
plague  were  inceffantly  mowing  down  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube.  The  Kofaks  of  the  Don 
gave  the  firft  fignal  of  revolt.  They  had  at 
their  head  a  man,  who,  knowing  their  credulity, 
and  feeing  the  fpiritof  difcontent  that  was  fpread 
among  them,  quickly  fucceeded  in  caufing 
feveral  provinces  to  rife,  and  who,  if  he  had 
been  mafter  of  more  art  in  taking  advantage 
of  his  fucceffes,  would  undoubtedly  have  given 
a  different  turn  to  the  fate  of  Ruflia. 

But  it  fnould  firft  be  explained  what  it  was 
that   determined   this   man  to  take  upon   him 

the 
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the  bold  part  he  played.  The  popes  could  not 
fofgive  Catharine  for  not  reftoring  to  them  their 
poffeffions.  They  had  recourfe,  therefore,  to 
impofture,  as  one  of  the  moft  fure  and  eafy 
means  of  revenge ;  having  learned,  from  the 
ecclefiaftical  hiftory  of  all  ages  and  nations,  how 
feldom  it  fails  of  fuccefs.  They  privately  fpread 
abroad  the  report  that  Peter  III.  was  not  dead  j 
and  that  he  would  foon  make  his  appearance  to 
reclaim  his  throne  of  the  emprefs. 

A  falie  Peter  III.  had  indeed  prefented  himfelf 
in  the  province  of  Voronetch*;  but  he  was 
taken,  declared  to  be  an  impoftor,  and  punilhed 
with  death. 

Some  years  after  j-,  a  deferter  from  the  regi- 
ment of  Orloff,  named  Chernicheff,  appeared  in 
the  village  of  Kopenka,  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
Krimea,  and  alfo  gave  out  that  he  was  the 
emperor  fuppofed  to  De  dead.  The  popes  pro- 
cured him  a  great  number  of  partizans ;  and 
they  were  preparing  to  crown  him  in  a  church, 
when  a  colonel  of  the  ruffian  troops,  who  had 
been  informed  that  Chernicheff  was  inciting  the 
people  to  a  revolt,  came  and  feized  on  him,  and 
inftantly  caufed  his  head  to  be  ftruck  off. 

*  He  was  a  fhoemaker  of  Voronetch,  and  appeared  m 
1767. 
f  In  1770. 

vol.  n.  v  At 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  naval  war  in  tliO 
Archipelago,  the  Montenegrins  made  head 
again't  the  Turks,  refufed  to  pay  the  ufual 
tribute,  and  drove  the  collectors  out  of  their 
diftrifh  To  this  they  were  incited  by  a  foreigner, 
mod  probably  an  Illvrian,  named  Stefano  Pic- 
colo, who  in  the  feven-years  war  had  ferved 
among  the  auflrian  irregular  troops,  and  after- 
wards could  find  no  inclination  to  peace  and 
tranquillity.  Count  Orloff,  in  1769,  took  ad- 
vantage of  his  fituation  in  thofe  parts,  and  fent 
to  him  prince  Michael  Dolgorouki ;  but  he 
would  not  be  perfuaded  to  agree  to  the  propofals 
ofthefe  commanders,  felt  himfelf  rather  uneafy 
too  under  the  ruffian  guard  that  had  been  fetover 
him,  and  found  means,  by  one  artifice  or  another, 
to  circulate  the  report  that  he  was  really  the 
dethroned  emperor,  Peter  III.  The  enthufiafm 
infpired  by  the  ruffian  name  among  the  Greeks 
of  thofe  provinces,  led  them  eafily  to  believe 
that  what  he  pretended  was  true.  Some  of 
their  bilnops  feconded  this  enthufiafm  with 
warmth ;  and  this  ftratagem  occafioned  an 
infurredion  among  the  people.  But  it  was  not 
long  before,  the  janiffaries  obliged  the  Illyrian  to 
take  to  flight:  more  fortunate  than  the  other 
falfe  Peters,  he  eicaped  the  fcaffold. 

A  fourth 
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A  fourth  impoftor  appeared  afterwards  in  the 
government  of  Oufa.  By  birth  a  vafTal  on  an 
eftate  belonging  to  the  family  of  Vorontzoff,  he 
fled  among  the  kofaks,  and  followed  a  detach- 
ment which  went,  at  the  beginning  of  1772,  to 
join  the  ruffian  army.  On  coming  up  to  one  of 
the  ftations  in  the  defart  between  the  Don  and 
the  Volga,  he  affembled  his  comrades,  and 
aflured  them  that  he  was  Peter  III.  This  ftupid 
and  barbarous  crew  believed  him,  acknowledged 
him  as  emperor,  and  fwore  to  die  in  his  defence. 
This  done,  he  proceeded  to  appoint  his  minifters, 
his  generals,  and  prepared  himfelf  for  wearing 
the  crown  with  as  much  confidence  as  if  he  had 
been  in  poffeffion  of  a  kingdom  and  a  powerful 
army.  But  his  reign  was  not  long.  At  the  end 
of  a  few  hours  a  ruffian  officer  came,  and  caught 
hold  of  his  new  majefty  by  the  hair  of  his  head, 
caufed  him  to  be  bound  by  his  own  fubjects,  and 
fent  him  to  prifon  at  Tzaritzin.  There  the 
foldiers  and  the  inhabitants,  excited  by  the 
monks,  made  an  attempt  to  fet  free  the  impoftor. 
But  colonel  ZipletofF,  commandant  of  the  for- 
trefs,  a  part  of  the  garrifon  having  retained  their 
fidelity,  fucceeded,  by  means  of  their  fire-arms, 
in  difperfing  the  feditious.  The  impoftor  was 
immediately  condemned  to  the  knoot,  and 
perifhed  under  the  fcourge  of  the  hangman. 

y  2  A  pri- 
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A  prifoner  at  Irkutzk  attempted,  in  1772,  tcr 
follow  the  example  of  the  four  delinquents  of 
whom  we  have  juft  been  fpeaking,  and  met  with 
no  better  a  fate.  All  thefe  tragical  farces  were 
only  the  prelude  to  fanguinary  feenes  preparing 
by  a  more  formidable  villain- 
Catharine  now  was  doomed  to  fee  the  third 
and  greater!  calamity  that  befel  her  during  the 
whole  of  her  reign  j  an  open  rebellion  and  it3 
attendant,  a  civil  war.  This  calamity  alfo  took 
its  rife  in  Afia,  and  proceeded  quite  to  Mofco, 
The  author  of  it  was  Ikhelman*  Pugatfheff,  the 
fon  of  a  kofak,  and  born  at  Simoveifk,  a  village 
on  the  borders  of  the  Don.  He  ferved  at  firft 
as  a  common  foldier  in  the  army  which  the 
emprefs  Elizabeth  fent,  in  1756,  againft  the 
king  of  Pruffia.  He  afterwards  made  the  cam- 
paign of  1769  againft  the  Turks,  and  fought 
under  general  Panin  at  the  rrege  of  Bender.  On 
the  furrender  of  that  town  he  applied  for  his 
difmiffion ;  which  was  refufed  him.  Upon  this 
he  fled  to  Poland.  Here  fome  hermits  of  the 
greek  confeflion,  of  whom  he  demanded  the 
rights  of  hofpitality,  kept  him  concealed  foi- 
fome  time. 

*  Some  perfons  call  him  Yemelka,  and  others  Yemelyan 

Pugatfhef ;  but  he  is  named  Ikhelman  in  the  manifeftos  of 

the  emprefs. 

•     l  With 
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With  thefe  hermits  he  frequently  difcourfed 
of  his  campaigns  and  his  various  adventures. 
One  day  he  related  to  them,  that  while  he  was 
in  the  army  of  general  Panin,  a  ruffian  officer 
faid  to  him,  after  confidering  him  for  a  long 
time,  "  If  the  emperor  Peter  III,  my  mafter, 
"-  was  not  dead,  I  mould  believe  that  I  faw  him 
(C  once  more  in  thee,"  The  hermits  feemed  not 
to  pay  much  attention  to  this  matter ;  but  fome 
time  after,  one  of  their  comrades,  whom  Pu- 
gatfheff  had  not  yet  feen,  exclaimed  all  at  once, 
**  Is  not  that  the  emperor  Peter  III  ?"  The 
monks  then  made  attempts  to  feduce  him ;  and 
found  no  great  trouble  in  fucceeding.  As  foon 
as  he  was  prepared  for  being  employed  as  an 
inftrument  in  their  impofture,  he  went  to  the 
town  of  Dubranka,  where  he  flaid  fome  days. 
Thence  he  proceeded  to  Little  Rufila,  and  fo- 
journed  among  the  leclanes,  who  are  very  nu- 
merous in  thofe  parts,  and  praclife  the  greek 
religion  as  it  was  taught  by  the  primitive  church. 
Afraid  of  being  detected  as  a  deferter,  he  ran  to 
the  kofaks  of  the  banks  of  the  Yaik,  a  river  to 
which  Catharine  has  fince  given  the  name  of 
Oural*.     Pugatfheff  communicated  to  feveral 

*  It  was  to  obliterate  the  memory  of  the  revolt  of  thefe 

kofaks  that  the  emprefs  ordered   the  name   of  the  river 

Yaik  to  be  changed  into  that  of  Oural,  and  the  name  of 

the  mountains  of  Yaik  into  that  of  the  Ouralikoi  mountains, 

V  3  of 
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of  thefe  kofaks  the  defign  he  had  formed  of 
putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  party,  and 
engaged  them  to  accompany  him  into  the 
mountains  of  Caucafus,  with  the  aflurance  that 
there  they  would  find  powerful  iuccours.  They 
were  ignorant  as  yet  that  he  had  refolved  to  give 
himfelf  out  for  Peter  III.  But,  as  it  was  known 
that  he  was  difpofing  the  people  to  fedition,  he 
was  feized  at  Malkoffska,  and  fent  to  take  his 
trial  at  Kafan,  The  governor  here  neglected  to 
profecute  him.  Pugatfheff,  while  in  prifon,  was 
frequently  vifited  by  the  popes,  who,  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted,  were  in  pofTeflion  of  his  fecret. 
They  furnifhed  him  with  money,  which  he 
employed  in  corrupting  his  guards,  and  made 
his  efcape.  He  immediately  rejoined  fome  of 
his  old  comrades,  went  down  the  Volga  as  far  as 
the  mouth  of  the  Irghis,  proceeded  up  that  river, 
and  penetrated  into  the  defart.  Here  he  faw  his 
company  increafing  from  day  to  day ;  and  when 
he  thought  he  might  fafely  reckon  on  a  formi- 
dable party,  he  publicly  declared  that  he  was  the 
emperor  Peter  III.  delivered  by  a  miracle  from 
the  hand  of  his  arTaffins. 

It  was  not  at  firft  known  with  certainty  what 
could  have  moved  him  to  this  foul  revolt,  and 
induced  him  to  act  fo  dangerous  a  part.  Some 
imagined  it  was  at  the  inftigation  of  the  divan : 
gnd  indeed  the  Turks  could  not  have  wifhed  for 

a  more 
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a  more  timely  diverfion,  and  which  actually 
wrought  very  powerfully  in  their  behalf  in  1773. 
Others  faw  in  this  bufinefs  the  finger  of  the 
french  miniftry,  which,  on  finding  its  hopes  of 
the  enervation  of  Rufiia  by  the  disturbances  in 
Poland  and  the  war  with  Turkey  fruftrated, 
might  have  recurred  to  the  artifice  of  raifing  up 
an  inteftine  foe.  However,  of  all  this  no  trace 
was  ever  to  be  difcovered.  Pugatfheff  had  no 
foreigner  about  him,  and  at  length  flood  in  need 
of  far  better  counfel  than  he  could  obtain  from 
his  own  unformed  though  not  very  defective 
underftanding.  If  any  european  cabinet  was 
working  at  a  diftance  upon  him  and  through 
him,  it  was  neceffary  that  he  fhould  at  lean: 
have  begun  his  rebellion,  ere  the  thought  could 
have  occurred  to  it  of  meddling  in  the  matter. 
Perhaps  therefore,  as  fome  furmifed,  the  firft 
movement  was  in  himfelf.  What  was  unde- 
niably the  caufe  that  moved  his  tribe  to  join 
him  was  the  religious  difcord  that  fubfifted 
between  that  race  and  the  domineering  church. 
In  Ruflia  there  is  a  fort  of  feparatifls,  who  in 
the  former  century  fprung  up  on  the  introduction 
of  fome  alterations  in  the  ecclefiaftical  rites  and 
ceremonies  by  the  patriarch  Nicon.  The  go- 
vernment encouraged  his  reformation ;  while 
jnany  of  the  fubjefts  regarded  it  with  abhorrence, 
v  4  .as 
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as  an  innovation,  and  the  patriarch  himfelf  as 
antichrift.     For  thefe  people  the   party-name, 
Rofkolniki,  which  is  tantamount  to  heretics  or 
fchifmatics,  was  invented  j  but  they  call  them- 
felves  Starovertzi,  or  Believers  according  to  the 
old  faith.     They  reject  all  that  is  done  by  the 
prevailing  church  as  unholy  ;  becaufe  they  think 
the  fuccefTion  of  bilhops  interrupted  by  Nicon, 
and  therefore  refufe  to  acknowledge  his  adhe- 
rents for  true  priefls.     They  defpife  the  public 
worfhip  which  is  adminiftered  by  the  clergy 
appointed  by  government,   never   receive   the 
communion  of  them,  nor  fuffer  their  children  to 
be  baptized  at  their  hands.     On  the  other  hand, 
they   boaft   their  bilhops  and   priefts  to  have 
received  genuine  confecration  from  the  patriarch 
Jofeph,  which  has  been  propagated  in  undif- 
turbed  fuccefTion.     They  live,  however,  fo  clofe 
and   retired,   that   their  difcipline  and  princi- 
ples are  not  thoroughly  known ;  as  they  have 
undergone  fome  fevere  perfecutions,  efpecially 
in  former  times,  and  fo  lately  as  under  Peter  I. 
Catharine  II.  immediately  on  her  acceffion  to 
the   government,  abolifhed   feveral  regulations 
that  tended  much  to  the  difadvantage  of  the 
Rofkolnicks.     In  Ruflia  proper  there  are  but 
few  of  this  fed  of  faith;  but  all  Siberia  is  full 
of  them  i  and  all  the  kofaks  of  the  Don  and  of 
1 1  fouthern 
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fouthern  Afia  are  zealoufly  attached  to  it.  At 
firfl  fight  it  may  appear  furprifing,  that  a  rude 
and  half- lavage  people  fbould  take  part  in  theo- 
logical controverfies  with  fo  much  zeal.  But  we 
learn  from  the  hiftory  of  Poland,  that  the  hor- 
rible  wars  of  that  kingdom  with  its  protected 
relatives  the  kofaks,  in  the  laft  century,  had 
likewife  religious  coercion  for  their  foundation : 
a  defign  was  formed  to  force  them  to  throw  off' 
the  original  form  of  their  primitive  religion,  and 
to  become  of  what  were  called  the  United.  The 
hordes  of  kofaks  feem  to  be  extremely  bigoted 
to  pure  orthodoxy,  and  to  hold  all  attempt  at 
innovation  in  abhorrence.  In  fact,  it  is  won- 
derful that  governments  fhould  think  of  perfe- 
cting fuch  (imple  honed  beings  for  their  notions 
on  thefe  and  fimilar-fubjects. 

Befides  this  animofity  to  the  eftablifhed 
church,  and  befides  the  natural  inconfiftency  of 
this  turbulent  people,  another  circumftance  oc- 
curred to  the  kofaks  of  the  Yai'k.  They  had 
for  feveral  years  before  been  engaged  in  violent 
differences  with    their  attaman  *,    concerning 

the 

*  This  word  fignifies  a  commander. — But  it  differs  from 
hettman,  which  implies  the  chief  of  the  kofak  ftate  collect- 
ively.   This  latter  poft,  which  confers  great  wealth  as  well 

as 
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the  bounds  of  their  flfheries,  and  the  court  was 
obliged  to  fend,  in  1767,  general  Traubenberg 
and  the  captain  of  the  guards  Durnoff  to  quell 
them.  But  the  kofaks  were  fo  diffatisfied  with 
the  decifions  of  thefe  commiflioners,  that  they 
murdered  the  general,  and  cruelly  treated  the 
captain.  Thefe  crimes  remained  unpunifhed, 
becaufe  ttje  government  was  too  much  employed 
in  foreign  concerns :  a  difadvantage  that  naturally 
attends  a  too  great  extent  of  empire,  that  foreign 
politics  and  war  take  off  the  attention  and  energy 
of  government  from  the  interior.  The  kofaks 
themfelves,  however,  did  not  forget  what  they 
had  done,  and  apprehended  very  dangerous 
confequences  from  it :  they  thought  the  crown 
was  making  preparations  for  revenge,  and 
concluded  that  the  be  ft  fecurity  on  their  fide 
againft  it  was  a  farther  refiftance  by  means  of 
rebellion  :  befides,  they  fancied  that  the  filence 
of  the  court  was  a  mark  of  its  weaknefs,  and  that 
they  might  therefore  take  thefe  fteps  unheeded. 
In  fhort,  their  minds  in  general  were  bent  upon 


as  enormous  power,  the  crown  has  often  fuffered  to  lie 
dormant.  Elizabeth  revived  it  for  her  favourite,  Razum- 
offsky.  Catharine  abolifhed  the  dignity  again  in  1764,  but 
afterwards  conferred  it  on  prince  Potemkin,, 

violent 
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violent  meafures,  when  Pugatfheff  made  his 
appearance  among  them,  and  renewed  the 
t-ran  factions  of  the  Don-kofak  Stenka  Razin, 
which  were  ftill  frefh  in  the  memory  of  fome, 
who,  in  the  preceding  century,  in  the  time  of 
the  reforming  patriarch  Nicon,  had  raifed  a 
formidable  rebellion,  firft  among  the  hordes  of 
the  Volga,  and  then  among  them  of  the  Yaik. 
The  kofaks,  in  general,  from  the  levity  natural 
to  a  people  not  tied  down  to  an  entirely  calm 
way  of  life,  are  not  accuftomed  to  act  with  con- 
fummate  prudence,  and  have  frequently  caufed 
alarm  to  the  government;  but  on  many  occa-' 
lions  like  wife  their  bravery  and  fidelity  have 
been  of  eminent  fervice  to  the  ruffian  empire. 

Pugatmeff  took  the  mod  effectual  means  of 
working  on  the  temper  of  his  nation  by  giving 
himfelf  out  for  Peter  III.  who  had  efcaped  by 
flight  from  his  perfecutors,  and  in  place  of  whom 
a  foldier  very  like  him  had  been  fubftituted  as  a 
victim  to  their  fury. 

The  kofaks  on  the  borders  of  the  Cafpian, 
a  credulous  and  ignorant  race,  and  remote  from 
all  correfpondence  with  any  principal  towns, 
received  in  1773,  with  honeftjoy,  the  private 
intelligence  of  the  condition  of  the  man  to  whom 
they  looked  up  for  deliverance  from  the  oppres- 
sions of  the  predominant  church  5  and,  ftrange 

as 


J3-  L/i"£    0¥    THE 

as  it  may  feem,  this  very  circumftance  made  the 
fimple  ftory  credible  to  them.  In  order  to 
juftify  the  dethronization  of  Peter,  the  people 
were  at  that  time  told,  that  he  wanted  to  alter 
the  drefs  and  the  rites  of  the  clergy,  to  fhake 
the  eftablifhed  religion  to  its  very  foundations, 
and  unlawfully  to  diminiih  the  fplendid  revenues 
of  the  church.  What  idea  could  the  kofaks 
entertain  of  that  emperor,  according  to  this 
account  of  him,  but  as  of  a  genuine  rofkolnik  *, 

who, 

*  Thefe  fectaries  are  called,  by  the  greek;  chriftians, 
Xojkolnih  or  heretics  ;  but  they  defignate  themfelves  by  the 
appellation^zr&wr/^i,  or  people  of  the  ancient  faith.— To 
give  an  idea  of  the  fanaticifm  and  intrepidity  of  thefe  wild 
chriftians,  we  will  cite  the  example  of  one  of  their  priefts, 
named  Toma,  who  lived  during  the  reign  of  Peter  the 
great. — Toma  thought  proper  to  preach  at  Mofco  againft 
the  invocation  of  faints  and  fome  other  dogmas  of  the  do- 
minant church.  The  clergy  cited  him  to  appear  before 
them,  and  exhorted  him  to  make  a  folemn  abjuration  of  his 
erroneous  tenets.  Inftead  of  hearkening  to  their  admoni- 
tions, Toma  armed  himfelf  with  an  axe,  entered  the  church 
on.  the  day  of  the  feaft  of  St.  Alexius,  and  hewed  to  pieces 
not  only  the  figure  of  the  faint,  but  that  of  the  virgin. 
This  done,  he  got  up  into  the  pulpit,  to  explain  the  motive? 
of  his  conduct  ;  but  the  people  would  not  give  him  time  to 
fpeak.  He  was  fentenced  to  hold  his  right  hand,  with  the 
hatchet  in  it,  over  a  fire,  till  it  was  entirely  confumed,  and 
then  to  be  burnt  alive.  Toma  heard  his  fentence  read  with 
the  utmoft.  compofure  of  mind  j  nor  did  his  courage  forfake 

him, 
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who,  for  that  very  reafon,  was  deprived  of  his 
crown  ?  Thefe  rofkolniks  now  began  to  look 
about  them,  and  found  it  highly  natural,  that  he 
would  throw  himfelf  into  their  arms  as  his 
brethren  in  the  faith*  With  hearty  attachment* 
therefore,  they  joined  themfelves  to  him  j  hav- 
ing before  them  the  ravilhing  profpect  of  reta- 
liating on  the  predominant  church  all  the  cala- 
mities it  had  brought  upon  their  fathers,  if  the 
emperor  mould  re-afcend  the  throne  that  of 
right  belonged  to  him,  by  their  affiftance,  and  that 
then  the  orthodox  believers  would  completely 
triumph  over  the  execrable  innovators.,  the  cruel 
corruptors  of  the  orthodox  faith. 

About  the  middle  of  September  1773,  Pugat- 
fheff's  whole  retinue  confided  of  nine  perfons : 
a  few  days  afterwards  he  was  at  the  head  of  300 
men.  With  thefe,  on  the  17th  of  September, 
he  boldly  prefented  himfelf  before  Yaitfkoy,  and 


him  at  the  time  of  execution.  He  fedately  held  his  hand 
extended  over  the  flame ;  and  when  Jie  was  laid  upon  the 
faggots,  he  continued  to  declaim  againfl  the  abufes  that  had 
been  introduced  into  religion. — Whenever  the  government 
has  thought  fit  to  oblige  the  rofkolniks  to  embrace  the  ruffian 
faith,  numbers  of  them  have  affembled  By  families  in  barns, 
and  havefuffered  themfelves  to  be  burnt  alive.  This  hap- 
pened in  1722  in  various  parts  of  Ruffia. 

fummoned 
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fummoned  that  town  to  furrender,  notwithstand- 
ing there  were  in  it  5000  kofaks  and  two  field- 
regiments.  To  thefe  troops  he  fent  his  mani- 
fefto,  in  which  he  declared  to  them,  among 
other  things,  <f  that  he  was  Peter  III.  who  had 
"  efcaped  from  Ropfcha  at  the  inftant  when  his 
"  afTaflins  were  about  to  murder  him ;  that  the 
tf  traitors  who  had  dethroned  him,  and  dreaded 
"  his  return,  had  falfely  invented  and  propa- 
"  gated  the  report  of  his  death  -,  that  he  had 
"  been  obliged  to  put  on  the  difguife  of  a  kofak, 
"  to  bear  arms  for  his  perfecutors,  and  after- 
<c  wards  to  conceal  himfelf  among  the  true  and 
"  faithful  believers,  to  whom  he  had  made  him- 
"  felf  known  ;  that  having  learnt  at  length  that 
"  the  brave  kofaks  of  the  Yaik  were  refolved 
f?  to  free  themfelves  from  the  yoke  of  the  ufurp- . 
"  atrix,  he  was  come  to  put  himielf  into  their 
"  hands,  and  to  offer  to  march  with  them  to 
"  victory  and  to  vengeance."  Immediately  500 
of  the  kofaks  came  over  to  him,  bringing  with 
them  1 1  of  their  officers  :  the  lieutenant-colonel, 
who  was  commander  of  the  place,  fearing  left 
all  his  people  mould  defert  him,  drew  back  into 
the  town.  Pugatiheff  followed  him,  and  caufed 
that  officer  to  be  hanged  up ;  and  in  this  manner 
he  ever  afterwards  acted  witli  all  the  commanders 
of  the  places  to  which  he  came.     It  would  be 

impoffible 
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irnpfoffible  to  defcribe  all  the  cruelties  with  which 
this  barbarian  treated  the  feveral  perfons  of  rank 
that  fell  into  his  power ;  as  well  as  to  delineate 
his  marches  from  place  to  place,  his  conquefts 
of  towns,  and  his  battles,  which  fhew  that  he 
was  not  wanting  in  courage,  and  frequently  not 
in  regular  plans  and  ftratagems  of  war :  nor 
would  the  attempt  be  lefs  fruitlefs,  to  recount, 
on  the  other  fide,  all  the  miftakes  and  negli- 
gences committed  by  the  ruffian  commanders, 
and  the  bafenefs  with  which  numbers  of  them 
fubmitted  to  him.  General  Karr  was  appointed 
by  the  court  of  Peterfburg  to  go  and  reftore 
tranquillity.  Whether  he  thought  that  the  bare 
news  of  his  arrival  would  difperfe  the  rebels,  he 
travelled  poft  from  Mofco  to  Orenburg,  which 
Pugatmefr  kept  clofe  befieged  ;  and  by  his 
imprudence  facriflced  the  whole  of  a  large 
detachment  ;  renewed  the  attack  with  what 
foldiers  he  had  left,  was  beaten,  and  returned 
by  poll  to  Mofco  with  as  much  hafte  as  he  had 
left  it. 

Pugatfheff,  attended  by  his  kofaks,  as  well 
thofe  who  were  his  firft  partizans  as  the  others 
who  fince  attached  themfelves  to  him,  attacked 
the  colonies  which  the  emprefs  had  newly  efta- 
bliihed  on  the  mores  of  the  Irghis.  He  wanted 
their  arms  and  their  horfes :  thefe  he  carried  of£ 

but 


22$  LIFE   OF    THE 

but  did  them  no  farther  harm;  for  as  y^'he 
affected  a  moderation  to  which  foon  fucceeded 
the  mod  atrocious  brutality.  Having  already 
under  his  command  14,000  foldiers,  he  prefented 
himfelf  again  before  the  gates  of  Ya'icfk.  He 
lent  to  the  governor  an  order,  figned  with  the 
name  of  Peter  III.  to  furrender  to  him  the  town. 
The  governor  refufed  to  obey  j  and  Pugatmeff 
began  the  affault,  but  was  courageoufly  repulfed. 
Perceiving  that  it  would  be  impoffible  to  carry 
the  place  by  force,  he  refolved  to  turn  the  fiege 
into  a  blockade,  and  oblige  it  to  furrender  by 
famine.  This  proved  alike  ineffectual  j  for  the 
garrifon,  though  reduced  to  the  necefiky  of  eat- 
ing the  flefh  of  their  horfes,  and  even  to  live  upon 
boiled  leather,  obftinately  continued  to  hold  out, 
and  repreffed  the  inhabitants  who  wanted  to  open 
the  gates  to  Pugatmeff.  The  patience  and  the 
zeal  of  this  garrifon  were  nobly  rewarded.  A 
confiderable  body  of  ruffian  forces  came  to  its 
relief  juft  in  time  to  fave  it  from  the  maifccre,  to 
which  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  had  been  devoted 
by  the  rebels. 

Pugatmeff  was  not  long  ere  he  compenfated 
himfelf  for  this  difappointment.  He  furpi  i&d  the 
tribes  CElcets,  and  took,  fword  in  hand,  the  two 
fortrefTes  by  which  they  were  protected.  The 
fort  of  Tatifcheva,  which  he  afterwards  attacked, 

made 
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mail:  a  ftouter  refiftance  :  bur,  the  fortifications 
being  only  of  timber,  he  configned  it  to  the 
flames,  and  forced  the  garrifon  to  feek  their 
fafety  by  flight. 

The  governor  of  Orenburg,  informed  of  the 
progrefs  of  the  rebels,  marched  againft  them 
a  detachment  under  the  orders  of  colonel  Buloff. 
This  officer  was  deficient  both  in  prudence  and 
fortitude :  and,  being  furprifed  in  the  defiles 
of  the  mountains  by  the  troops  of  PugatfhefF,  he 
was  inhumanly  put  to  the  fword.  Thofe  of  his 
foldiers  who  refufed  to  enlift  among  the  rebels, 
remained  prifoners.  General  Chernicheff,  who, 
at  the  head  of  a  fecond  detachment,  was  to  have 
joined  colonel  Buloff",  fuffered  himfelf  to  be 
furprifed  as  the  latter  had  been,  and  met  with  no 
better  a  fate. 

The  army  of  PugatfhefF  being  now  very 
ftrong  by  forced  recruits  and  voluntary  and 
more  numerous  accefilons  of  Kofaks,  that  rebel 
went  and  laid  fiege  to  Orenburg.  The  gover- 
nor of  that  town  had  already  reduced  him- 
felf by  the  feveral  detachments,  he  had  fent 
againft  the  rebels.  The  foldiers  that  remained 
to  him  were  not  in  a  condition  for  making  any 
defence.  Orenburg  was  on  the  point  of  being 
taken,   when  the  garrifon  of   Krafnogorfk  ad- 

vol.  11.  z  vanced 
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vanced  with  fuccours,  and  vaHantly  cutting  £ 
pailage  through  the  befiegers,  threw  themfelves 
into  the  place  and  faved  k. 

The  noife  of  the  rapid  conquefts  of  Pugatfheff" 
gained  him  new  adherents.  Whole  hordes  came 
and  ranked  under  hisftandards :  the  Bafchkirs,  a 
hunting  people,  who  live  upon  the  ruffian  terri- 
tory, and  wear  its  yoke  with  difcontent,  declared 
themfelves  for  the  rebels/ and  furnifhed  them 
with  numerous  recruits.  The  Kirguifcs  fhortly 
after  followed  the  Bafchkirs ;  they  were  imitated 
by  the  Budyak  Tartars,  whom  the  emprefs  had 
caufed  to  be  tranfported  to  the  banks  of  the 
Volga*  after  the .  capture  of  Bender,  and  who 
could  never  forgive  that  princefs  for  their  tranf- 
migration.  The  revolt  fpread  itfelf  into  the 
other  colonies  of  thofe  countries.  The  peafants 
employed  in  the  copper  mines  and  the  founderies 
of  the  mountains  of  Oural,  left  their,  work  and 
took  up  arms. 

Pugatfneff  vigoroufly  pufhed  the  fiege  of 
Orenburg.  While  the  trenches  were  occupied 
by  one  part  of  his  troops,  the  other  went  and 
brought  ofr'  the  copper  money  which  is  coined 
on  the  fpot  and  laid  up  in  {tores.  Here  he 
alio  caft  cannon  and  balls  for  the  fervice  of 
the  operations  againft  the  town.     He  employed 

fomc 
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Tome  of  the  winter  months  in  this  fiege,  during 
which  time  he  delivered  himftlf  up  to  the  excefles 
of  debauchery  and  cruelty. 

The  rebels  had  by  this  time  fo  numerous 
an  army,  that  the  regiments  fent  from  Kafan, 
often  narrowly  efcaped  being  forced,  in  defend- 
ing the  paflage  of  the  mountains  which  feparate 
that  city  from  Orenburg.  During  the  winter  a 
body  of  10,000  Kalmuks,  after  having  revolted 
in  the  environs  of  Stavropol,  and  flain  the 
brigadier  Veguezac*  their  commander,  joined 
themfelves  to  the  troops  of  Pugatfheff.  But 
what  contributed  perhaps  to  render  his  army 
flill  more  formidable,  was  a  great  number  of  the 
Poles  whom  Catharine  had  fent  into  exile  in  the 
defarts  of  Siberia.  Glorying  in  fo  many  advan- 
tages, Pugatirieff  ran  over  the  mountains  of  the 
government  of  Orenburg,  committing  depreda- 
tions wherever  he  came.  The  petty  town  of 
Oufa  was  the  only  one  that  made  any  refiftance. 
He  committed  the  fiege  of  it  to  one  of  the 
chiefs  of  his  army,  and  marched  ftrait  to  Ekata- 
rinenburg,  where  he  knew  that  there  was.  a 
depofit  of  nearly  1,000,000  of  rubles  in  copper 
money  newly  coined.  An  accident  faved  the 
town.     At  the  inftant  when  Pugatfheff  came  up 

*  He  was  a  fr^nch  refugee. 

Z.  2  tO 
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to  it,  he  received  the  falfe  intelligence,  that 
a  ruffian  army,  fuperior  in  force  to  his  own,  was 
advancing  by  a  circuitous  route.  He  believed 
the  information  :  and  having  flackened  his  march 
in  order  to  collect  his  forces,  he  left  time  to  the 
regiments  difperfed  on  the  frontiers  of  Siberia, 
to  come  to  the  defence  of  Ekatarinenburg. 

For  fome  time  after  Pugatfheff  had  taken 
arms,  obfervant  of  the  leffons  he  had  received 
from  the  hermits  of  Podolia,  and  the  priefts  of 
the  rofkolniki,  he  put  on  the  appearance  of 
much  moderation  and  piety.  He  wore  an  epif- 
copal  robe,  gave  the  benediction  to  the  people, 
alluring  them  that  for  himfelf  be  was  deftitute  of 
all  ambition,  and  that  he  had  no  other  defigo 
than  to  place  the  grand  duke  his  fon-  on  the 
throne,  and  then  go  and  finifli  his  days  among 
the  pious  reclufes,  who  had  afforded  him  ib  con- 
venient an  afylum  after  his  efcape  from  his 
aflfaflins.  This  artful  conduct  procured  him 
foldiers.  Other  means  obtained  him  victory ; 
and  then  adding  courage  to  activity,  he  let  no 
opportunity  efcape  him  for  fpreading  far  and 
wide  the  terror  of  his  arms.  He  dextroufly 
Cook  advantage  of  the  knowledge  of  the  country 
in  which  he  conducted  his  warfare,  and  the  im- 
prudence or  the  weaknefs  of  the  enemy.  He 
never  abandoned  the  pillage  of  a  canton  but  in 
1 1  order 
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order  to  fly  to  a  fiege;  and  fcarcely  had  he 
obliged  a  town  to  fubmit,  before  he  was  on 
the  march  to  engage  in  a  battle.  But  this  man, 
who  triumphed  with  fuch  rapidity  over  all  the 
feverities  of  fortune,  was  incapable  of  fupporting 
its  favours.  Succefs  increafed  his  arrogance  j  he 
thought  it  impoffible  to  meet  with  obftacles 
which  he  muft  not  eafily  furmount.  He  threw 
afide  all  conftraint,  gave  fcope  to  his  fanguinary 
temper  and  to  his  brutal  pafiions,  fuffered  the 
enthufiafm  of  his  partizans  to  cool,  gave  time  to 
his  adverfaries  to  prepare  to  fubdue  him,  and 
foolifhly  flopped  in  the  midft  of  his  career. 

The  fpirit  of  rebellion  had  fpread  as  far  as 
Mofco.  Marlhal  Romantzoff  had  not  dared 
to  weaken  himfelf  by  fending  fuccours  to  that 
capital,  which  was  defended  only  by  a  garrifon 
of  600  men.  Pugatfheff  had  no  more  to  do 
than  to  prefent  himfelf  before  it,  for  making 
himfelf  matter  of  the  place :  he  neglected  to 
go.  Thus  lofing  by  his  own  fault,  not  only  the 
fecond  city  of  the  empire  in  point  of  confequence, 
but  an  army  alfo  of  100,000  vaffals  who  ex- 
pected him  there,  and  only  waited  his  arrival  for 
running  away  from  bondage, 

PugatmefF  neglected  even  to  profit  by  the  ad- 
vantages he  had  gained  in  the  provinces  which 
had  fubmitted  to  his  arms.  He  fpent  the  greater 
z  3  part 
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part  of  the  wince?  in  the  ufelcfs  fieges  of  Oren- 
burg and  Yuidk.  It  was  before  Orenburg  that 
he  exterminated  by  the  fabre  all  the  officers  and 
gentry  of  the  country  round ;  not  fparing  even 
their  wives  and  their  children  :  determined,  as  he 
faid,  to  fhed  the  very  laft  drop  of  blood  of 
the  haughty  and  tyrannical  nobility.  But,  by  a 
ftrange  inconfiftency,  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
was  inhumanly  butchering  the  nobles,  he  con- 
ferred on  thofe  of  his  partizans,  of  whom  he 
thought  himfelf  mod  ilire,  the  names  of  the 
principal  families  of  the  empire,  and  the  enfigns 
of  divers  orders  of  knighthood. 

He  alienated  a  number  of  his  countrymen  by 
braving  the  religious  prejudices  in  behalf  of 
which  he  had  at  firft  performed  the  part  of  a 
zealot.  Although  he  had  been  married  for  fome 
years  to  Sophia  the  daughter  of  a  Kofak,  and  had 
three  children  by  this  union,  he  had  the  effrontery 
at  Yaitfk  to  marry!  a  public  woman,  and  cele- 
brated his  nuptials  with  all  the  bacchanal  licen- 
tioufnefs  that  was  worthy  of  the  wife  he  had 
efpoufed. 

Catharine,  alarmed  at  the  rebellion  that  me- 
naced her  throne,  ferioufly  let  about  checking  its 
progreis.  She  recalled  general  Bibikoff  from 
the  frontiers  of  Turkey,  gave  him  the  command 
©f  a  confiderable  army,  with  orders  to  march 

agaiaft 
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agatifft  the  rebels.  At  the  fame  time  (lie  caufed 
to  be  publifhed  at  St.  Peteriburg,  and  in  all  the 
principal  towns  of  the  empire,  the  manifefto 
which  follows  : 

"  By  the  grace  of  God,  we  Catharine  II.  emprefs  and 
"  autocratrix  of  all  the  Ruffias,  &c.  make  known  to  all  our 
«'  faithful  lubjects,  that  we  have  learnt,  with  the  utmoft  in- 
M  dignation  and  extreme  affliction,  that  a  certain  Kofak,  a 
"  deferter  and  fugitive  from  the  Don,  named  Ikhelman  Pu- 
"  gatfheff,  after  having  traverfed  Poland,  has  been  collect - 
"  ing  for  fome  time  pad,  in  the  diftricts  that  border  on  the 
"  river  Irghis  in  the  government  of  Orenburg,  a  troop  of 
*'  vagabonds  like  himfelf ;  that  he  continues  to  commit  in 
"  thofe  parts  all  kinds  of  exceffesj  by  inhumanly  depriving 
"  the  inhabitants  of  their  poffeffions  and  even  of  their  lives  ; 
"  and  that  in  order  to  draw  over  to  his  party,  hitherto 
"  compofed  of  robbers,  fuch  perfons  as  he  meets,  and  efpe- 
"  cially  the  unhappy  patriots,  on  vvhofe  credulity  he  im- 
"  pofes,  he  has  had  the  infolence  to  arrogate  to  himfelf 
*'  the  name  of  the  late  emperor  Peter  IIL  It  would 
"  be  fuperfluous  here  to  prove  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  an 
"  impofture,  which  cannot  even  put  on  a  ihadow  of  pro- 
"  bability  in  the  eyes  of  fenfible  perfons  :  for,  thanks  to  the 
"  divine  goodnefs,  thofe  ages  are  paffed  in  which  the  ruffian 
"  empire  was  plunged  in  ignorance  and  barbarifm ;  when 
"  a  Grifka,  an  Outreper,  with  their  adherents,  and  feveral 
'*  other  traitors  to  their  country,  made  ufe  of  impoftures  as 
"  grofs  and  deteftable,  to  arm  brother  againft  brother,  and 
*•  citizen  againft  citizen. 

"  Since  thofe  aeras,  which  it  is  grievous  to  recollect,  all 

"  true  patriots  have  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  public  tranquillity, 

"  and    fhudder    with  horror  at  the  very  remembrance  of 

P  former  troubles.     In  a  word,  there  is  not  a  man  deferving 

z  4  "of 
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"  of  the  rufinn  name  who  docs  not  hold  in  abomination  the 
««  odious  and  infolent  lie  by  which  PugatfliefF  fancies,  himfelf 
"  able  to  feduce  and  to  deceive  perfons  of  a  fimple  and  cre- 
*'  dulous  difpofition,  by  promifing  to  free  them  from  the 
"  bonds  of  fubmiflion  and  obedie»ce  to  their  fovereign,  as  if 
*'  the  creator  of  the  univerfe  had  eftabliflied  human  focieties 
"  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  they  can  fubfiil  without  an  inter- 
"  mediate  authority  between  the  fovereign  and  the  people. 

t(  Neverthelefs,  as  the  infolence  of  this  vile  refufe  of  the 
*'  human  race  is  attended  with  confequences  pernicious 
"  to  the  provinces  adjacent  to  that  diftriA  ;  as  the  report  of 
*'  the  flagrant  enormities  which  he  has  committed  may 
*'  affright  thofe  perfons  who  are  accuftomed  to  imagine  the 
"  misfortunes  of  others  as  ready  to  fall  upon  them,  and  as 
"  we  watch  with  indefatigable  care  over  the  tranquillity  of 
M  our  faithful  fubjefts,  we  inform  them  by  the  prefent  mani- 
*'  fefto,  that  we  have  taken,  .without  delay,  fuch  meafures  as 
**  are  the  befl  adapted  to  ftifle  the  fediuon  :  and  in  order  to 
u  annihilate  totally  the  ambitious  defigns  of  Pugatlheff,  and 
*'  to  exterminate  a  band  of  robbers,  who  have  been  audacious 
«'  enough  to  attack  the  fmall  military  detachments  difperfed 
"  about  thofe  countries,  and  to  maffacre  the  officers,  who 
u  were  taken  prifoners,  we  have  difpatched  thither  with  a 
f  *c  competent  number  of  troops,  general  Alexander  BibikofF, 

.  W  u  general  in  chief  of  our  armies,  and  major  of  our  regiment 

«'  of  life-guards. 

"  Accordingly,  we  have  no  doubt  of  the  happy  fuccefs  of 
"  thefe  meafures,  and  we  cheriih  the  hope  that  the  public 
"  tranquillity  will  foon  be  reftored,  and  that  the  profligates 
"  who  are  fp reading  devaftation  over  a  part  of  the  govern- 
1J  ment  of  Orenburg  will  fhortly  be  difperfed.  We  are 
**  moreover  perfuaded  that  our  faithful  fubjects  will  juftly 
*«  abhor  the  impofture  of  the  rebel  PugatfliefF,  as  defti- 
ff  tute  of   all  probability,    and  will  repel  the  artifices  of 

"  the 
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«*  the  ill-difpofed,  who  feek  and  find  their  advantage  in  the 
"  feduc"lionof  the  weak  and  credulous,  and  who  cannot  af- 
«'  fuage  their  avidity  but  by  ravaging  their  countiy,  and  by 
'*  fhedding  of  innocent  blood. 

««  We  truft  with  equal  confidence  that  every  true  fon 
**  of  the  country  will  unremittedly  fulfil  his  duty,  of  contri- 
"  buting  to  the  maintenance  of  good  order  and  of  the  public 
'<  tranquillity,  bypreferving  himfelf  from  the  fnares  of  feduc- 
"  tion,  and  by  duly  difcharging  his  obedience  to  his  lawful 
"  fovereign.  All  our  faithful  fubjedts  therefore  may  difpel 
"  their  alarms  and  live  in  perfect  fecurity,  fince  we  employ 
"  our  utmoft  care,  and  make  it  our  peculiar  glory,  to  preferve 
(t  their  property  and  to  extend  the  general  felicity.— 
**  Given  at  St.  Peterfburg,  Dec.  23,  1773.  O.  S." 

Three  new  ukaufes  followed  clofe  tipon  that 
which  announced  the  march  of  BibikofF.  In  one 
the  people  were  admonifhed  to  obferve  hence- 
forth no  laws  but  fuch  as  are  figned  by  the 
emprefs's  own  hand  :  in  the  other  all  deferters, 
and  efpecially  the  Kofaks  of  the  Don  and  the 
Yaik,  to  return  to  the  ftandard  of  the  emprefs, 
afturing  them  of  an  amnefty  to  be  in  force  tilt 
the  firfb  of  April  in  the  enfuing  year.  Laftly, 
by  the  third  a  reward  was  {et  upon  the  head  of 
PugatfJherT,  promifing  a  recompence  of  100,000 
rubles  to  whoever  mould  put  him  to  death*. 

*  It  plainly  appears  that  the  emprefs  was  much 
alarmed  at  this  revolt,  and  yet  me  had  fo  much  felf-com- 
mand  as  to  make  a  jeft  of  it  in  fome  of  her  letters. 
She  even  called  the  chief  of  the  rebels,  k  marquis  Pugatjhejf. 

Neither 


346  LIFE    OF    'I  i 

Neither  was  PugatmefT,  on  his  fide,  fparingdf 
rrmnifcftos;  and  on  their  publication  he  always 
took  care  to  affix  the  name  of  Peter  TIL  By 
one  of  thefe  manifeftos  l*e  affranchifes  all  the 
boors.  He  alfo  caufed  rubles  to  be  ftruck,  with 
his  effigy  and  this  infcription  :  "  Peter  III.  em. 
"  peror  and  autocrator  of  all  the  Ruffias."  And 
on  the  reverfe,  "  Redivivus  et  ultor." 

In  the  meantime  general  Bibikoff  was  already 
at  Kafan  *.  Having  received  advice  that  the 
rebels  had  made  themfelves  matters  of  Samara, 
he  detached  a  part  of  his  army  to  go  and  retake 
that  city.  -  The  fiege  was  not  of  long  con- 
tinuance. The  rebels  abandoned  the  place  with 
eight  pieces  of  cannon  and  200  prifoners. 

The  noblefle  of  Kafan  were  convoked ;  and 
general  Bibikoff  invited  them  to  join  him  in  op- 
pofing  the  rebellion.  To  this  the  noblefle  were 
already  difpofed,  as  it  was  their  own  caufe  which 
they  had  to  defend.  Their  example  was  fol- 
lowed by  thofe  of  Sinbirfk,  of  Penza,  and 
ieveral  other  governments;  and  the  regiments 
they  formed  without  lofs  of  time  confiderably 
augmented  the  forces  of  Bibikoff.  Catharine 
then  wrote  to  that  general,  "  that  not  only  fhe  faw 
"  with    gratitude   the    zeal   which    the   nobles 


&' 


*  He  arrived  there  the  25th  of  December  1773. 

«  had 
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f<  had  fo  generoufly  difplayed,  in  offering  to 
"  facrifioe  every  thing  to  the  public  welfare  ; 
cc  but  that  to  give  on  that  occafion  a  fhining 
<c  mark  of  her  benevolence,  fhe  had  refolved  to 
"  become  herfelf  a  member  of  the  nobility/ 
"  of  Kafan,  and  to  be  regarded  as  a  denizen 
"  of  that  city.5' 

Lieutenant-colonel  Grineff  gained  a  firft  ad- 
vantage at  Alexieff  *.  After  an  obftinate  refift- 
ance,  the  rebels  left  him  matter  of  the  field 
of  battle  and  three  pieces  of  cannon.  A  few 
days  afterwards  they  fell  upon  him  while  on 
his  march,  but  they  were  again  difcomfited. 
Some  other  lieutenants  of  Bibikoff  obtained  alfo 
considerable  fucceffes  in  engagements  with  feveral 
bodies  of  Tartars.  Notwithstanding  which,  the 
rebels  increafed  in  numbers  and  infolence  from 
day  to  day.  They  ran  from  all  parts  of  eaftern 
Ruffia,  and  ravaged  an  extent  of  country  of  up- 
wards of  600  leagues.   ! 

General  Bibikoff  having  advanced  at  the  head 
of  35,000  men,  forced  Pugatfheff  to  raife  the 
fiege  of  Orenburg,  where  a  famine  was  beginning 
to  rage.  The  rebels  retreated  into  the  environs 
of  Tatifcheva.  Bibikoff  fent  in  purfuit  of  them 
major-general  prince  Gallitzin,  with  a  confider- 

*  The  9th  of  January. 

able 
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able  body  of  troops.  Prince  Gallitzin  attacked 
PugatfhefF,  and  fought  him  valiantly :  but  for 
this  firft  time  he  obtained  no  decided  advantage. 
On  this  occafion  he  could  not  help  remarking, 
that  the  ferocious  intrepidity  of  the  rebels  was 
directed  by  officers  who  had  not  acquired  the 
whole  of  their  fkill  in  the  defarts  of  Bafchkiria, 
or  under  the  tents  of  the  Kalmuks  *. 

On  his  retreat  from  prince  Gallitzin,  Pugat- 
fherF  changed  all  at  once  the  courfe  of  his  march, 
and  fell  upon  BibikofF,  who  had  only  kept  with 
him  a  weak  part  of  his  army.  The  conflict 
was  bloody,  and  the  ruffian  general  loft  his  life. 

Prince  Gallitzin  burnt  with  the  defire  to  re- 
venge the  death  of  Bibikoff.  He  attacked  the 
rebels  again  near  Kargaula,  12  miles  from  Oren- 
burg :  in  this  action  he  killed  a  great  number  of 
them,  and  difperfed  die  reft.  PugatfhefF  that 
day  fought  fix  hours ;  but  feeing  himfelf  aban- 
doned on  all  fides,  he  took  to  flight,  and  efcaped 
with  difficulty  to  the  mountains  of  Oural,  where 
he  was  joined  by  his  partizans  with  all  pofllble 
fpeed.  But  prefently  appearing  again  with  a 
confiderable  army,  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of 

*  It  is  affirmed,  that  among  them  was  a  brother  of  the 
famous  Pulaufsky,  general  of  the  confederation  of  Bar. 
Befides,  fome  of  their  leaders,  as  AntizofF,  Uffeieff,  and 
Nagai-Baka-Azanoff,  were  both  brave  and  intelligent  men. 

feveral 
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fevera!  places  to  the  eaft  of  the  mountains,  fetcing 
fire  to  fuch  as  made  the  leaft  refinance.  Here 
he  was  attacked  by  a  body  of  Ruffians,  who 
routed  him  afrefh,  and  obliged  him  to  take  again 
to  the  inaccefiible  heights :  where,  perceiving 
that  the  only  courfe  he  had  to  purfue  was  to 
attempt  at  retrieving  his  fortune  by  fome  fignal 
advantage,  all  at  once  he  defcends  from  the 
fummits  of  Oural,  and  marches  with  rapidity 
towards  Kafan,  leaving  marks  of  his  cruelty  at 
every  Hep  of  his  way.  No  fooner  had  he 
appeared  before  Kafan,  but  he  fet  the  fuburbs  in 
one  conflagration.  Major-general  Paul  Potem- 
kin  *,  governor  of  the  province,  might  have 
kept  the  field  againft  PugatfhefF,  and  have, 
oppofed  himfelf  to  the  combuftion  of  Kafan :  he 
chofe  rather  to  fhut  himfelf  up  in  the  fortrefs, 
where  the  rebels  befieged  him,  and  would,  in- 
evitably have  taken  him,  if  colonel  Mikelfon, 
had  not  come  up  to  his  .deliverance.  Pugat-. 
fheff  had  not  even  dared  to.  wait  for  Mikelfon, 
but  precipitately  raifed  the  fiege,  and  fled : 
Mikelfon,  however,  went  after  him,  camq  up 
with  him,  haraffed  him  for  ;  three  days,  and  at 
laft  gave  him  a  total  defeat,  after  a  long  and 
bloody  conteft. 


He  was  a  coufin  of  prince  Potemkln. 


PugatfhefF 


Pugatflieff  continued  fighting  in  his  defence 
till  he  had  not  above  300  Kofaks  left.  With 
this  troop,  whofe  bravery  and  fidelity  fupported 
the  hope  of  the  impoftor,  he  put  fpurs  to  his 
horfe,  crofted  the  Volga,  and  gained  the  de- 
fart. 

It  might  have  been  reafonably  expected  that 
this  defeat  would  have  intimidated  all  fuch  as  had 
formed  the   project  of  joining  the  rebels  j  and 
yet   Pugatfheff   law  daily  arriving    about   him 
whole  fwarms  of  Kofaks,  ofKalmuks,  ofJBafh- 
kirs,  and  boors,  whom  the  very  found  of  liberty, 
and  the  hope  of  efcaping  their  opprefTive  mafters, 
had  caufed  to  abandon  their  labour,  and  fly  to 
arms.     Proud  of  the  number  of  his  troops,  who 
feemed  to  multiply  in  proportion  as  they  were 
deftroyed  by  the  ruffian  cannon,  he  refolved  to 
proceed  to  the  attack  of  Mofco.     His  partisans 
continued  fecretly  to  fan  the  flames  of  rebellion. 
The  people  waited  for  him  as  for  a  redeemer; 
but  it  was  too  late.     At  the  inflant  that  Pugat- 
fheff was  beginning  his  march,  he  learnt  that  the 
Ruffians  had  juft  concluded  a  peace  with  the 
Ottomans.     Dreading  now  that  he  fhould  have 
to  contend  with  the  greater  part  of  the  army- of 
inarfhal  RomantzofF,  he  thought  of  turning  hia 
arms  to  another  quarter. 


Intelligence- 
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Intelligence  being  brought  him  that  fomc 
ruffian  regiments  were  encamped  on  the  mores 
of  the  Volga,  he  defcended  along  that  river, 
came  upon  thofe  regiments  by  furprife,  routed 
them  entirely,  and  took  by  afifault  two  or  three 
little  forts,  of  which  SaratofF  was  one.  The 
commander,  who  knew  the  cataftrophe  to  which 
he  was  doomed,  feized  the  moment  when  the 
conqueror  was  bulled  in  pillage,  and  efcaped 
with  50  men  alone.  The  town  of  Dmitrefsk 
was-  bafely  furrendered  by  treachery  to  Pugat- 
fheff,  who  had  the  barbarity  to  caufe  the  gover- 
nor to  be  impaled  alive. 

While  he  was  at  Dmitrefsk,  he  was  told  that 
the  aftronomer  Lovitch,  member  of  the  impe- 
rial academy  of  fciences  at  St.  Peterfburg,-  was 
employed  in  the  neighbourhood  in  taking  levels 
for  a  canal  projected  between  the  Don  and  the 
Volga.-  He  immediately  commanded  him  to  be 
brought  before  him  j  and  when  the  learned  and 
peaceful  aftronomer  was  in  his  prefence,  he 
ordered  his  men  to  lift  him  up  upon  their  pikes, 
"  in  order,"  faid  he,  <c  that  he  may  be  nearer 
"  the  ftars j"  and  then  caujed  him  to  be  cut  in 
pieces  by  the  Kofaks.  But  fuch  atrocious  ads 
cannot  be  of  long  duration  ;  and  the  greater 
the  exceffes  committed  by  Pugatiheff,  the 
greater  was  the  fecurity  of  the  emprefs. 

That 
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That  princefs,  freed  from  the  cares  Co  long 
occafioned  her  by  the  war  with  the  Turks,  gave 
orders  to  fend  frefh  troops  againft  the  rebels, 
and  gave  the  command  of  them  to  general 
Panin,  who  had  gained  great  reputation  by  the 
taking  of  Bender.  But  from  the  moment  that 
prince  Orlofr  was  reinftated  in  favour,  his  inve« 
terate  hatred  to  the  minifter  extended  itfe If  to  his 
brother  alfoj  and  the  emprefs  confented,  for 
fome  time,  to  let  one  of  her  Deft  generals  remain 
in  a  ftate  of  inaction.  The  want  me  had  of  him, 
or  rather  the  reviving  favour  of  his  brother, 
induced  her  to  employ  him  again.  At  length 
he  fet  out  on  his  march  againft  PugatfhefF.  The 
rebel  forces  were  bearing  hard  upon  the  town  of 
Tzaritzin,  and  doubtlefs  intending  for  it  a  fimilar 
fate  with  that  of  Saratoff;  but  they  were  obliged 
to  raife  the  fiege  with  precipitation.  Panin  fent 
off  a  detachment  to  colonel  Mikelfon.  With 
this  reinforcement  Mikelfon  cut  off  the  convoys 
of  PugatfhefF,  ftarved  his  army,  and  attacked 
him  at  the  very  time  when,  encumbered  with 
many  carts  loaded  with  baggage,  and  a  multi- 
tude of  women  who  accompanied  it,  it  was 
engaged  in  the  intricate  pafles  of  the  mountains. 
Notwithstanding  the  difadvantage  of  their  pofi- 
tion,  the  rebels  determined  not  to  fubmit. 
Great  numbers  of  them  were  killed  on  the  fpot  i 

and 
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&nd  many  of  the  reft  perifhed  in  die  precipices, 
and  among  the  fteep  and  rugged  rocks  where 
they  fought  a  refuge. 

Pugatflieff  kept  the  field  of  battle  till  he  had 
abfolutely  no  more  means  of  defence.  He  now 
again  fwam  over  the  Volga;  then  croffed  the 
vaft  defart  which  extends  through  the  adjacent 
di  drift,  and  found  himfelf  at  nearly  the  fame 
place  where  he  firft  raifed  the  ftandard  of  rebel- 
lion. Several  of  his  friends  had  rejoined  him 
on  his  flight ;  but  hunger,  fatigue,  and  ~difap~ 
pointment,  determined  great  numbers  to  forfake 
him  :  notwithstanding  which,  tie  might  long 
have  caufed  disturbance  to  the  empire,  if  trea- 
chery had  not  ftepped  in  to  the  afilftance  of  the 
ruffian  army. 

AntizofF,  the  intimate  confidant  of  PugatfhefF, 
and  one  of  the  chiefs  who  had  the  moft  authority 
with  the  Kofaks,  had  been  taken  prifoner ;  and 
his  confequence  was  employed  in  reducing  his 
nation  to  obedience.  Gifts  and  promifes  were 
lavifhed  upon  him  ;  and  he  was  commiffioned  to 
allure  his  countrymen  that  the  cuftomary  gratifi- 
cations for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  ihould  be 
renewed.  The  expences  occafioned  by  the  war 
againft  the  Turks  had  caufed  the  payment  of 
thefe  gratifications  to  be  fufpended  f  and  this,  was 

vol,  it.  a  a  one 
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one  of  the  motives  that  gave  birth  to  the  infur- 
re&ion  of  the  Kofaks. 

But,  after  all,  to  the  indefatigable  exertions  of 
colonel  Mikelfon,  Ruflia  is  peculiarly  indebted 
for  the    quelling   of  this   dangerous   rebellion- 
From   January   1774,    he   purfued   the   rebels 
without  intermiflion,  how  numerous  foever  their 
fwarms,  how  remote  the  expedition,  and  what- 
ever fortune  attended  his  enterprifes.     It  almoft 
exceeds  belief  with  what  toilfome  perfeverancc 
Mikelfon  purfued  his  march  over  the  defarts  of 
tracklefs  fnow,   wimout  a  guide,  without  fuc- 
cours,  at  times  almoft  without  food  j  how  his 
company,  always  fmall,   and  often  fpent  with 
fatigue,  whenever  they  met  with  the  great  hoft 
of  the  rebels,  always  attacked  and  always  beat 
them ;  only  by  the  prudence  and  the  bravery  of 
the  colonel,  and  the  confidence  he  had  acquired 
from  his  troops.     To  upwards  of  7000  verfts 
did  the  fpace  amount,  which  this  excellent  foldier 
had  travelled  over  within  a  few  months,  in  the 
moll  inclement  feafon,  with  his  men. 

Pugatlhcff  had  at  one  time  a  prodigious  con- 
courfe  of  people.  Whole  nations,  the  Bafhkirs, 
many  of  the  Votiaks,  many  Tartars,  flocked  to 
his  banners.  He  conceived  the  grand  idea  of  con- 
quering the  ancient  and  great  capital  of  the  king- 
dona 
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dorh  of  Kafan  -,  and  it  fucceeded.     Only  the 
detached  fort  which  Potemkin  had  entered  held 
out   againft   his   attacks.      The   archbifhop   of 
Kafan  came  fubmiffively,  with  a  bag  of  gold  in 
his  hand,  to  the  conqueror,  and  only  waited  for 
the  fort  to  furrehder,  that  he  might  bring  him  a 
Jecond    bag,    and    folemnly   crown   the    rebeL 
The  impreffion  this  circumftance  would  have 
made  on  the  people  is  not  to  be  told.     In  the 
regions   of   Orenburg,   Kafan,   and  Oufa^   the 
generality  of  the   inhabitants  had  declared  for 
the   impoftor.      When    the   reftlefs   Mikelfon 
prefted  him  hard,  when  he  was  in  want  of  pro- 
vifions,  or  military  operations  compelled  him  to 
change  his  quarters  •,  when,  by  battles  lofti  the 
number  of  his  effe&ive  followers  was  diminifhed 
to  4000  men ;  he  needed  only  to  fhew  himfelf  In. 
new  diftricls,  and  the  fubjects  immediately  rofe 
tip  againft  their  lords,  murdered  them,  or  drove 
them  away,  and  declared  themfelves  openly  for 
PugatfhefF.      At  length    he    feemed   to   have 
Formed  the  moil  dangerous  of  his  plans:  he  was 
approaching  fall  to  Europe,  and  had  crofTed  the 
Volgai     Whole    regions    went   over    to    him* 
With  the  dtmoft  confirmation  it  was  thoughc 
poffible  that  he  might  pufh  on  to  Mofco  ;  for  it 
h  a  well-known  fact.,  that  the  extremely  numerous 
populace  of  that  capital  were  dilpofed  to  join 
a  a  2  him^ 
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him,  and  longed  for  his  arrival.  If  he  had! 
attempted  this  with  hafty  marches,  nothing 
could  have  refilled  him  i  and  who  can  calculate 
the  confequences,  if  Mofco  had  fallen  into  his 
hands  ?  But  here  Pugatlhefffhewed  that,  though 
endowed  with  talents  and  great  prefence  of 
mind*,  yet  he  was  too  much  of  the  barbarian  for 
the  execution  of  any  great  plan  as  a  ftatefman  or 
commander :  he  negleclcd  Mofco,  though  it  is 
faid  that  the  general  difpofition  there  was  not 
unknown  to  him  5  and  loft  his  time  in  tempting 
over  the  Kofaks  of  the  Don  and  the  Tartars  of 
the  Kuban.  Now  his  perfecutor  Mikelfon  came 
up,  and  cut  him  off  from  Mofco  ;  the  reft  of  the 
troops  furrounded  him,  and  (hut  up  his  wafted 
army  in  a  defart  500  verfts  in  length  behind 
Tzaritzin.  Hunger*  thirft,  and  awakening  con- 
fcience,  opened  the  eyes  of  his  followers.  As 
he  was  prolonging  his  miferable  life  by  gnawing^ 
the  bones  of  a  horfe,  fome  of  the  principal  of 

. 

*  At  the  Don  his  firft  wife  had  been  found  out,  (for  at 
the  Yai'k  he  married  a  fecond,)  and  been  fent  to  Kafan 
before  that  city  was  conquered,  in  order  to  convince  the 
people  of  thofe  parts  of  his  real  condition  and  origin.  On 
his  arrival  there  he  happened  quite  unexpectedly  to  fee  her, 
and,  knowing  her,  he  faid,  without  the  leajft  alteration  of 
countenance,  "  Clothe  that  woman  well.  I  knew  her  huf 
♦{  band;    he   has  been  of  great   fervice  to  me  on  ma'njr 

il  occafiongj" 

<  them 
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them  ran  up  to  him,  faying,  "  Come,  thou  haft 
"  been  long  enough  emperor."  He  fired  a  piftol, 
and  mattered  the  arm  of  the  foremoft  j  the  reft 
of  the  Kofaks  bound  him,  ran  away  with  their 
prifoner  over  the  defart  to  then  feat  on  the  Yaik, 
and  fent  a  meiTcnger  to  the  commandant  of  the 
pkce  to  inform   him  of  what  they  had  done. 
General  Suvaroff,  hearing  of  the  event,  put  the 
rebel  under  a  fufficient  guard,  and  lent  him  to 
prifon  at  Yai'tzkoi,  from  which  place  he  brought 
him  to  Sinbidk,  where  he  delivered  him  over 
to  generai  count  Panin  (who  had  formerly  taken 
his   difmiffion,    but   from    real  patriotifm    had 
requefted  to  be  permitted  to  have  a  (hare  in  this 
conteft)*.     Mikelfon  was  purfuing  the  enemy 
in  the  defarts,  when  he  received  intelligence  of 
the  fate  of  the  leaders  of  the  infurgents.     Upon 

*  It  is  poffible  that,  according  to  one  report  that  was 
circulated  at  the  time,  thefe  Kofaks  had  been  bought  over, 
though  nothing  appeared  in  confirmation  pf  it.  If  was  faid 
that,  while  Antizoff  was  negotiating  his  accommodation, 
three  6ther  Kofaks,  who  had  likewife  been  bribed,  under- 
took to  deliver  up  Pugarfheff;  that,  accordingly,  they 
Went  to  him,  and  advifed  him,  as  no  means  were  now  left 
him  of  fafety,  tp  make  a  voluntary  furrender ;  that,  incenfed 
at  this  bafenefs  as  he  called  it,  he  wanted  to  punifh  one  of 
them  on  the  fpot ;  and  that  then  the  three  fell  upon  him 
at  once,  bound  him,  &c.  The  fact,  as  related  in  the  text3 
came  out  on  the  trial. 

AA3 
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fcnis  he  conduced  his  troops  to  Saratoff,  to  reft 
after  the  fatigues  they  had  undergone,  but  pro- 
ceeded himfelf  to  Sinbirfk,  where  Panin  gave 
him  a  noble  and  friendly  reception,  and  whence 
Catharine  recalled  him,  in  order  to  recompenfe 
him  according  to  his  defert.— -Thus  terminateo} 
the  rebellion,  in  which  100,000  men  were 
flain. 

General  Panin  caufed  the  traitor  Pugatfheff  to 
be  conveyed  in  an  iron  cage  to  Mofco*,  toge- 
ther with  feveral  of  his  principal  accomplices. 

"When  the  emprefs  was  informed  that  Pugat- 
fheff was  in  the  prifon  of  Mofco,  fhe  appointed 
a  commiffion,  who  united  with  the  fenate,  for  the 
trial  of  the  rebel :  taking  care,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  recommend  to  them  to  be  fatisfied  with 
•  fhe  confeffion  of  his  crime,  without  applying  the 
torture,  and  without  requiring  him  to  name  his 
accomplices.  Her  majefty  was  doubtlefs  appre- 
lienfive  left  the  declarations  of  the  culprit  might 
oblige  her  to  multiply  punifhments,  and  plunge 
the  empire  into  new  calamities. 

The  fentence  parted  on  Pugatfheff  was,  that 
he  mould  have  his  two  hands  and  both  his  (ctt 
•cut  off;  that  they  mould  be  iliewn  to  the 
people  1  and  that  afterwards  he  fliould  be  quar- 

*  PugatfliefF  arrived  at  Mofco  in  the  month  of  September 
1774,  and  was  executed  the  21ft  of  January  following. 

tered 
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tered  alive.  But  this  butchering  fentence  wis 
not  fulfilled.  By  fome  perfons  it  is  faid  thr.t  a 
iecret  order  from  the  emprefs  mitigated  it. 
Others  pretend  that  the  executioner  was  lefs 
Inhuman*  than  the  judges ;  and  others  again 
affirm,  that  it  was  by  a  mere  miftake  of  the 
man.  However  it  be,  Pugatfheff  was  firft 
decapitated  j  after  which  his  body  was  cut  into 
quarters,  which  were  expofed  in  as  many  parts 
of  the  town.  Five  of  his  principal  accomplices 
were  likewife  beheaded  j  three  others  were 
hanged  i  and  eighteen  more  underwent  the 
Icnoot,  and  were  fent  to  Siberia.  Pugatfheff 
met  his  fate  with  the  moft  undaunted  refolution, 
but  was  induced  to  acknowledge  the  juftiee  of  his 
ientence,  the  deception  he  had  ufed,  with  his 
true  name  and  condition.  It  is  faid,  that  an 
obfervation  made  feveral  years  ago  by  the  cele- 
brated count  Totleben  of  the  ftriking  refem- 
blance  which  he  bore  to  the  late  emperor 
Peter  III,  took  fuch  poffeffion  of  his  mind,  as  to 
have  been  the  operating  caufe  of  that  calamity 
and  ruin  in  which  he  involved,  with  himfelf,  a 
great  part  of  the  empire,  which  coft  it  the 
deftruclion  of  a  great  number  of  towns,  and  of 

*  What  feems  to  confirm  this  opinion  is,  that,  after  the 
execution  of  Pugatfheff,  the  wretched  hangman  had  his 
tongue  cut  out,  and  was  fent  into  Siberia, 

a  a  4  upwards. 
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upwards  of  250  villages,  the  interruption  of  the 
works  at  the  mines  of  Orenburg,  and  the  whole 
trade  of  Siberia.     The  Bafhkirs,  who  in   1770 
amounted  to  27,000  families,  loft,  during  the 
rebellion,  great  numbers  of  people,  and,  after  it 
was  finally  quelled,  many  of  their  privileges  and 
immunities.     The  Meftfhersks,  a  tartar  nation, 
who  lived  amongft  them,  formerly  paid  them 
a  land-tax;  this,  as  a  punifliment  on  the  former, 
was  now  abolifhed;  for  the  Meftlherasks  had 
remained  true  to  the  crown :  they  were  imme- 
diately declared  free  people,  on  the  footing  of 
tht  Kofaks,  and  received  feveral  of  the  villages 
of  the  flaughtered  Bafhkirs,  reckoned  at  1849 
farms.T-yLaftly,  in  order  to  make  an  awful  im- 
preflion  on  the  nations  around  by  a  lading  and 
fenfible  token  of  difpleafure,  the  emprefs,  by  a 
ukaufe,  aboliihed  the  name  of  Ya'ik  for  ever, 
That  river^  which  takes  its  rife  from  the  eaftern 
fide  of  the  mounts  Oural,  and  gave  name  to  the 
Kofaks  that  dwell  on/ its  borders,  is  at  prefent, 
throughout  the  rufiian  empire,  called  the  Oural  j 
and  the  town  Yaitzkoi,  where  Pugatiheff  began 
and  fmifhed  his  rebellion,  bears  now  the  name 
of  Ouralfk. 

On  recalling  to  our  memory  at  once  the 
imcnientous  occurrences  that  followed  one  ano- 
ther fc  rapidly  in  fuch  a  (hort  feries  of  years, 

we 
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we  are  loft  in  admiration  of  that  mind  which 
could  calmly  and  fedately  furvey  their  tumult- 
uous fucceflion,  and  could,  in  perfect  compo- 
fure,  provide  the  fitted  means  for  afiuaging  their 
violence  and  correcting  their  influence,  while  it 
ihewed  itfelf  firm  and  great  in  all  other  trans- 
actions of  a  public  nature,  both  foreign  and 
domeftic,  fo  as  to  gain  the  reverence  of  friends, 
and  extort  the  refpect  of  foes.  But  this  is  not 
all :  ever  interefted  in  promoting  the  glory  and 
elevation  of  the  country  which  had  fallen  under 
her  guidance,  Catharine  at  the  fame  time  was 
promoting  its~  internal  welfare,  by  encouraging 
the  fciences  and  the  arts  of  peace  ;  and  wherever 
fhe  appeared,  eafe  and  cheerfu'lnefs  were  in  her 
train  j  and  her  converfations  and  letters  were 
always  feafoned  with  pleafantry  and  temperate 
mirth. 

Shortly  after  the  punifhment  of  PugatfhefF, 
the  emprefs  had  a  frefh  opportunity  for  difplay- 
ing  her  clemency,  by  granting  a  pardon  to  men 
who,  though  not  guilty  of  crimes  of  fo  heinous 
a  nature  as  thofe  of  that  traitor,  yet  were  juftly 
deferving  of  capital  punifhment.  They  were 
the  treafurers  of  the  empire,  who  had  embezzled 
the  public  money.  Catharine  would  not  even 
allow  them  to  be  brought  to  trial.  She  had 
pvercome    what   was    naturally    irafcible    and 

violent 
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violent  in  her  temper,  and  had  learnt  patience 
and  lenity  from  the  lcfibns  of  philofophy.  She 
has  alfo  been  heard  to  fay,  "  What  I  cannot 
*<  overthrow,  I  undermine  and  root  up."  The 
heavy  burden  incurred  by  her  foreign  and 
domeftic  wars  did  not  prevent  the  emprefs  from 
faking  off  mod  of  the  taxes  which  were  laid  for 
their  fupport ;  and,  as  if  the  ftrength  and  riches 
of  government  in  her  country  increafed  with  its 
expence,  (he  alfo  abolifhed  a  number  of  the 
ancient  taxes,  which  were  either  confidered  as 
difcouraging  to  agriculture,  or  burdenfome  and 
oppreflive  to  particular  provinces  or  orders  of 
the  people.  In  the  fame  fpirit  of  beneficence 
and  good  policy,  fhe  lent  great  furns  of  money, 
intereft  free,  and  for  a  fpecified  term  of  years, 
to  thofe  provinces  which  were  ruined  by  the.  late 
rebellion  -,  and,  to  crown  a  general  pardon,  me 
ftri&ly  forbad  any  particulars  of  that  unfortunate 
affair  to  be  called  up,  or  any  reproaches  ufed  on 
its  account,  but  condemned  all  matters  relative 
to  it  to  perpetual  filence  and  oblivion. 

She  alio  eftablifhed  a  number  of  other  regu- 
lations, all  tending  to  the  fecurity,  advantages 
and  happinefs  of  her  fubje&s,  to  abolifli  per- 
nicious diftinctions,  deftroy  ruinous  monopolies, 
reftrain  the  cruelty  of  punilhment,  remove 
oppreflive   or  impolitic   reftri&ions  or    prohi- 

bitionsj 
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Virions,  and  to  reftore  mankind  to  a  more  equi- 
table degree  of  equality,  in  thofe  different  ranks 
which  they  fill  in  fociety.  A  pardon  was  alfo 
granted  to  thole  criminals  who  had  already 
^undergone  a  long  degree  of  fuffering  for  their 
crimes  -,  and  an  ordinance  ifTued  to  prevent  any 
future  criminal  profecution  from  being  admitted, 
pnlefs  commenced  within  ten  years  after  the  date 
of  the  charge.  Equal  humanity  was  fhewn  with 
refpect  to  imprifoned  debtors,  who,  under  cer- 
tain limitations,  and  in  certain  circumftances, 
were  releafed  from  confinement.  All  the  heirs 
of  the  debtors  to  the  crown  were  difcharged 
from  their  bonds  and  obligations. 

Thus  Ruffia  enjoyed  her  power,  influence, 
and  glory,  with  a  noble  and  fplendid  magnifi- 
cence. All  her  affairs  were  conducted  upon  3, 
great  and  extenfive  fyftem ;  and  all  her  acts 
were  in  a  grand  ftyle.  She  fat  fupreme  between 
Europe  and  Afia,  and  looked  like  the  dictator 
pf  both.  In  her  was  feen  a  great  but  ftill  grow- 
ing empire,  which  not  having  reached  the  fum- 
mit  of  her  deftined  power,  felt  life  and  vigour 
glowing  in  every  part.  The  fucceffes  and  con- 
fequences  of  the  war  enlarged  the  ipirit,  extended 
the  views,  and  dignified  the  minds  of  the  people. 
In  fuch  a  (late  every  thing  is  bold  and  mafculine. 
$i,ven  vices  and  crimes  are  great. 

If 
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If  Catharine  was  able  to  do  To  much  for  the 
benefit  of  her  country  during   fuch   turbulent 
times,  what  might  not  be  expected  of  her  in  a 
period  of  peace  ?— She  would,  however,  have 
performed  much  more,  if  even  this  period  had 
been  fo  calm  as  at  firft  fight  it  would  appear. 
But  it  was  not.     If  no  war  employed  the  emprefs 
to  the  detriment  of  her  internal  adminiftration  of 
government,   yet   foreign  affairs  attracted   too 
much  of  her  attention.     There  w^i^  no  great 
tranfaction  in  which   fhe  would  not  interfere  ; 
and  in  order  to  interfere  with  fo  much  impreffion, 
with  fo  fignificant  an   influence,  as  fhe  did,  a 
great  force  muft  be  kept  up,  and  a  ready  parti- 
cipation conftantly  vifible  in  all  the  occurrences 
of  Europe.     She  might  have  looked  on  with 
indifference  when  ambitious  princes  joftled  each 
other,  or  feeble  governments  were  haftening  to 
their  fall  5    but  the  former  contended  for  her 
counten?nce,  and  the  latter  awakened  in  her  the 
jdea  of  ilill  adding  to  the  territory  of  her  pro- 
digious empire.     Alliances,  guarantees,  leagues, 
preparations,  meafures  for  attracting  more  re- 
fpect,  decifive  arbitrations,  plans  for  future  cn- 
terprifes;  in  fhort,  every  thing  which  the  luft 
of  dominion  can  fuggeft,  and  in  which  policy 
can  be  employed,  was  the  object  of  Catharine's 
mighty  mind  s  which,  fecure  from  every  power 

on 
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on  the  earth,  could  act  in  any  voluntary  direc- 
tion. And  even  envy  itfelf  muft  confefs,  that 
fhe  performed  her  part  in  the  grand  drama  of 
the  world  with  a  dignity  never  feen  before  : — 
here  a  kingdom  was  to  be  treated  as  a  province 
of  her  dominions ;  there,  an  independent  ftate 
to  be  annihilated  by  a  manifefto :  here  bounds 
were  to  be  fet  to  the  arrogance  of  a  foreign 
potentate  ;  there,  a  gigantic  project  to  be  con- 
ducted and  advanced.  All  muft  allow,  that  ihe 
was  never  forgetful  of  the  interefts  of  her  empire : 
new  life  and  improved  organization  fprung  up 
beneath  her  forming  hand.  But  that  outward 
activity  difturbed  the  fixed  and  fteady  view  of  the 
interior,  and  kindled  at  length  a  war,  which, 
though  fhe  again  triumphantly  concluded,  yet 
unneceiTarily  emptied  her  exchequer,  and  wafted 
her  army.  Among  her  neighbours  arofe  jea- 
loufy  and  the  defire  to  hurt,  which  acquired  the 
legitimate  appearance  of  felf-defence.  Thus 
were  brought  together  from  all  fides  the  embers 
of  a  dangerous  combuftion,  while  fmiiing  fortune 
feemed  preparing  for  the  empire  the  bleffings  of 
peace. — Had  Catharine  Ihewn  a  generous  fcorn 
for  foreign  fame,  and  never  engaged  in  a  war  j 
or  perhaps  more  properly,  had  never  felf-intereft 
in  the  mafic  of  flattery  encompafled  her  throne ; 
in  all  probability  hiftory  would   have  had  but 

one 
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one  voice  in  extolling  her  as  the  model  for  fove^ 
reigns. 

A  politician  of  great  fagacity  *,  in  fpeaking 
of  the  commerce  and  wealth  of  Ruffia,  faid, 
many  years  ago,  <e  Nothing  can  be  more  preju- 
*c  dicial  to  this  increafe  of  wealth  than  foreign 
<c  wars,  by  which  perhaps  more  hard  money 
<c  goes  out  of  the  country  than  its  mines  and  its 
*e  commerce  produce;  If,  on  the  contrary,  this 
€c  yearly  national  profit  were  employed  on  the 
tc  inner  cultivation  of  the  country,  far  greater 
u  benefit  would  accrue;  even  for  foreign  com- 
cc  merce^  than  could  be  obtained  by  the  moft 
"  brilliant  conquefts.  Ruffia  fhould  avoid  all 
ie  wars;  and  as  from  her  fituation  as  well  as  by 
"  her  power,  (he  is  fafe  from  all  attacks  from 
"  without,  me  may  eafily  avoid  them.  Ruffia 
4C  mould,  as  little  as  poffible,  take  any  concern 
4£  in  the  foreign  tranfactions  and  commerce  of 
<c  the  monarchs  of  Europe,  and  direct  the  whole 
"of  its  attention  to  the  increafe  and  extenfion  of 
<c  its  internal  improvement.  And  though  in  that 
cc  cafe  it  is  probable  that  not  fo  much  would  be 
"  read  in  the  foreign  gazettes  and  political  pub- 
"  lications  about  the  ruffian  empire  as  at  prefent  ,- 
"  yet,    in   return,    the    ruffian   fubjecls   would 

*  M.  von  Struenfee,  in  his  "  Account  of  the  Commerce 
of  the  States  of  Europe,"  17^8,  parti,  p.  505. 
-   -  9  "  obtain 
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"  obtain   a   higher    degree   of  profperity   and 
t{  happinefs." 

But  what:  did  not  Alexander  do;  that  the  idlers 
in  Athens  might  have  fomething  to  fay  of  him  ? 
In  nearly  the  fame  manner  Catharine  feemed 
afraid  that  Europe  might  forget  her,  nay,  that 
the  name  of  her  empire  would  be  expunged  from 
the  catalogue  of  its  ftates.  She  even  thought 
It  necefTary,  in  the  firft  paragraph  of  the  firft 
chapter  of  her  fo  frequently  mentioned  cc  In- 
struction," to  make  the  declaration,  cc  Ruffia  is 
"  an  european  power/'  Our  quarter  of  the 
world  had  afterwards  frequently  occafion  enough 
to  remember  that  fhe  was  a  party  concerned 
in  it. 

Germany  had  particular  reafon  to  know  it.- 
Peter  III.  as  duke  of  Holftein,  was  a  prince  of 
the  empire  The  Gottorp  divifion  bordered  on 
the  german  territories  of  the  king  of  Denmark  s 
a  renewal  of  the  ancient  feuds  between  thefe  two' 
kindred  houfes  threatened  to  break  out ;  and  no 
plan  for  an  accommodation  for  the  future  could 
ever  be  brought  properly  to  fucceed.  Catharine 
at  length  removed  the  difficulty,  and  for  her  very 
trifling  relationfhip  in  a  truly  exalted  manner. 
It  likewife  appeared  to  her,  perhaps,  unfuitable, 
that  her  fon,  now  arrived  at  his  majority,  as  heif 
£0  the  imperial  crown  of  Ruflia,  mould  be  at  the 

fame 
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fame  time  an  actually  reigning  prince  in  Ger- 
many*. In  1773,  fhe  propofed,  in  her  fon's 
name,  an  exchange  with  the  houfe  of  Denmark, 
to  which  it  readily  agreed,  whereby  it  was  to 
receive  the  ducal  portion  f  in  return  for  the 
county  of  Oldenburg  and  Delmenhorft  in  the 
circle  of  Weftphalia.  Thefe  latter,  therefore, 
fell  to  the  grand  duke ;  who  directly  ceded  them, 
without  compeniation,  to  the  younger  fon  of  the 
Gottorp  line,  Frederic  Auguftus,  bifhop  of 
Lubek,  by  whofe  imbecil  fon,  Peter  Frederic 
William,  they  are  now  inherited.  The  two 
counties  $  are  eftimated  at  45  fquare  geographical 
miles,  containing  85,000  inhabitants,  and  yield- 
ing an  annual  revenue  of  230,000  rixdollars- 
So  difintereftedly  did  Catharine  barter,  fo  mag- 
nanimoufly  did  fhe  make  prefents.  The  elder 
branch  of  the  houfe  of  Holftein-Gottorp  there- 
fore had  no  longer  a  feat  among  the  princes  of 
the  german  empire ;  but  Catharine  kept  an 
ambaffador  at  the  diet  of  Ratifbon,  whofe  vote 
was  certainly  not  without  confequence.  The 
emprefs  in  1779  ratified  the  peace  of  Tefchen 

*  See  the  genealogical  tables,  in  the  foregoing  volume, 
tab.  ii.  p.  107. 

■j-  Comprifing  the  city  of  Kiel,  &c. 

$  Converted  into  a  dukedom  by  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many and  the  ftates  of  the  empire  in  1776. 

concluded 
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concluded  between  Pruffia  and  Auftria  under 
her  guarantee  j  and  more  lately  infilled  on 
being  regarded  as  guarantee  of  the  peace  of 
Weftphalia  j  and  fpoke  in  a  very  high  tone  in 
the  laft  diet  againft  France. 

Nor  was  the  emprefs  lefs  attentive,  at  this  time, 
to  the  public  internal  fecurity  of  the  refidence, 
and  other  parts  of  the  empire.  Of  all  political 
inftitutions  and  eftablifliments,  nothing  has  a 
nearer  relation  to  the  comfort  and  fatisfaction  of 
each  individual,  than  the  police.  The  refpect- 
able  aim  of  this  part  of  the  adminiftration  of 
government,  fecurity  and  conveniency,  are 
afifociated  in  the  grand  idea  of  civil  happinefs, 
without  which  no  political  happinefs  is  to  be 
conceived.  The  relations  with  foreign  powers, 
the  riches  of  the  ftate,  nay,  even  political 
liberty,  are  far  more  remotely  related  to  the 
happinefs  of  the  individual,  as  they  rather  con- 
cern the  whole  body  of  the  nation  j  while  the 
functions  of  the  police  relate  exactly  to  shofe 
duties  which  affect  a  man  in  his  more  delicate 
and  tender  connections,  as  a  citizen,  as  a  man 
of  bufinefs,  hufband,  and  father.  There  are 
countries  in  which  the  citizen,  notwithftanding 
the  great  weaknefs  and  infignificancy  of  the  body 
politic  to  which  he  belongs,  or  amid  the  mod 
ftriking  infringements  of  political  liberty,  is 
-,  vol.  11.  s  b  happyj 
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happy,  becaufe  his  civil  fecurity  and  liberty  are 
guarded ;  as  there  are  governments  in  which  the 
greateft  national  force  and  the  completed  poli- 
tical organization  cannot  compenfate  the  indivi- 
dual citizen  for  the  defect  or  the  lofs  of  a  well- 
regulated  police. 

Civil  fecurity  mud  prefuppofe  civil  liberty  : 
otherwife  it  would  produce  tranquillity  indeed  ; 
but  it  would  be  like  the  tranquillity  of  the  grave, 
the  confequences  of  which  are  foulnefs  and  cor- 
ruption. The  former  is  the  refult  of  combined 
and  artfully- con nected  aims ;  whereas  the  latter 
is  the  effect  of  one  fimple  maxim.  In  a  word, 
fecurity  is  forced  from  the  executive  power, 
liberty  may  be  granted. 

The  ftate  of  civil  fecurity  in  every  govern- 
ment is  an  explained  problem ;  the  laws,  and 
the  means  of  obtaining  it,  are  objects  of  public 
notoriety.  The  ftate  of  civil  liberty  can,  in 
fuch  countries  as  have  not  a  peculiar  conftitution, 
only  be  known  from  the  combination  of  a  great 
many  particular  facts,  from  the  fpirit  of  the 
government,  from  the  temper  of  the  people. 

In  a  country  which  has  not  the  leaft  fhadow 
of  a  conftitution,  in  which  all  the  complicate 
relations  of  a  great  civil  fociety  are  afcertained 
by  particular,  explicable,  frequently  contra- 
dictory ordinances,  and  thefe  left  to  the  arbi- 
10  trary 
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tfary  interpretation  of  particular  courts  ;  in  fuch 
a  country,  perfonal  and  civil  fecurity  can  neither 
be  enjoyed  as  a  matter  lawfully  or  afluredly 
eftablifhed,,  In  this  fituation  was  Ruflia,  pre- 
vious to  the  reign  of  Peter  the  great.  The 
variety  of  the  ordinances  of  this  monarch,  far 
iuperior  to  his  contemporaries,  mew  that  he  was 
fenfible  of  the  want  of  a  civil  constitution,  and 
the  neceflity  of  a  perfonal  fecurity,  fettled  and 
fixed  by  law*  Much  however  as  he  did  towards 
the  attainment  of  this  grand  objecr,  much  (till 
remained  for  him  to  do.  "  A  premature  death 
<c  obliged  him  to  abandon  this  falutary  inftitute, 
<c  while  yet  in  its, commencement.  The  fre- 
fff  quent  revolutions  which  fucceeded,  the  diver- 
"  fity  of  principles  and  opinions,  the  numerous 
cc  wars  that  happened,  though  they  by  no 
u  means  weakened  the  power  and  authority  of 
"  the  empire,  yet  fubjecled  the  regulations  of 
iC  this  great  emperor  either  to  alterations,  or  to 
4f  a  difference  in  the  profecution  of  the  idea 
"  of  the  work  he  had  begun,  or  to  the  intro- 
"  duftion  of  other  rules,  which  partly  took  their 
ec  direction  by  particular  notions  of  the  matter, 
"  partly  by  the  alteration  of  circumftances  and 
<c  the  natural  courfe  of  things*." 

*  The  words  of  Catharine  II.  See  the  ukaufe  of  the 
1 2th  of  November  1775,  which  ferves  as  an  introduction 
to  the  regulation  of  the  adminiflration  of  government. 

BB2  At 
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At  length  the  genius  of  Ruffta  threw  the  fate 
of  this  great  empire  into  the  hands  of  Catha- 
rine II.  The  comprehenfive  mind  of  this  mo- 
narch, which  had  already  been  occupied  in  the 
cxtenfion  and  eftablifhment  of  its  external  force, 
in  laying  the  foundations  of  a  philofophical  fyf- 
tem  of  legiflation,  in  the  improvement  of  edu- 
cation, in  the  diffufion  of  illumination  and  tafte, 
and  in  the  reformation  of  numberlefs  abufes,  and 
which  had  not  yet  exhaufted  its  energy  on  thefe 
grand  objects,  now  formed  a  conftitution  for 
Rufiia  * 

The  collection  of  ordinances  out  of  which 
this  conftitution  arofe,  breathe  throughout  that 
liberal  philofophical  fpirit,  that  reverence  for 
mankind  and  their  rights,  and  that  mild,  benign 
temper,  equally  removed  from  feverity  and 
compliance,  which  mark  the  character  of  the 
lawgiver,  and  is  its  moft  venerable  fanction. 

*  The  fuccefiive  conftitutions  by  which  Ruffia  obtained 
an  equal  and  regular  diflribution  into  vice-royalties,  a  like 
civil  form,  like  courts  and  tribunals,  a  police,  a  municipality, 
fpecific  rights  and  relations  of  the  middle  rank  and  the 
nobility ;  in  a  word,  a.  conftitution,  are  the  following  :■— 
Ordinances  for  the  adminiftration  of  government  throughout 
the  ruffian  empire. — Imperial  regulation  for  the  mercantile 
navigation  on  rivers,  lakes,  and  feas. — Of  nobility. — Muni- 
cipality.—Regulations  of  police.  They  are  tranflated  col- 
lectively into  german  by  the  court-counfellor  Arndt. 

The 
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The  prefervation  and  advancement  of  perfonal 
fecurity  cannot  be  the  laft  object  in  a  law-book 
of  this  nature.  It  provides  a  peculiar  tribunal 
in  the  court  of  confcience  or  the  court  of  equity, 
which  is  eftablifhed  in  every  government  of  the 
empire,  and  which  has  for  its  aim,  according  to 
the  proper  words  of  the  ordinance,  the  preserv- 
ation of  perfonal  fecurity,  the  mitigation  of  the 
lot  of  unhappy  criminals,  and  the  equitable  ter- 
mination of  all  civil  difputes.  The  conftitution 
of  this  highly  remarkable  inftitute  is  too  novel, 
too  beneficial,  and  too  little  known,  to  render 
the  omiffion  of  a  brief  account  of  it  pardonable 
in  the  prefent  undertaking. 

The  court  of  confcience  confifts  of  a  judge, 
who  prefides,  and  of  fix  members,  of  whom, 
every  three  years,  two  are  elected  from  the  clals 
of  burghers,  and  an  equal  number  from  the  clals 
of  boors.  Each  rank  has  only  to  do  with  the 
accufer  and  the  accufed  of  his  rank.  The  court 
of  confcience  pronounces,  in  general,  according 
to  the  laws ;  but,  as  it  is  ordained  to  be  a  guard 
to  particular  or  perfonal  fecurity,  the  rule  pre- 
scribed in  all  cafes  is  —  general  philanthropy, 
refpect  for  man  as  fuch,  and  averfion  from  ail 
oppreflion  and  injury  of  mankind.  For  thefe 
reafons  the  court  of  confcience  muft  never  add 
tK>  the  burthens  of  any  man,  but  rather  make 
b  b  3  it 


374  LIFE  0F  THE 

it  a  duty  confcientioufiy  to  difcufs,  and  to  de* 
with  humanity,  the  caufe  before  it.  It  mull 
never  meddle,  of  its  own  motion,  in  any  matter, 
but  take  it  up  only  from  an  order  of  the  govern- 
ment, from  the  communication  of  another  court 
of  juftice,  or  from  petition  and  complaint.  The 
cafes  of  fuch  criminals  as,  by  fbme  unhappy 
accident,  or  by  the  concurrence  of  various 
circumftances,  have  fallen  into  guilt,  whofe 
fuffe rings  far  outweigh  their  demerit,  the  crimes 
of  thoughtleflhefs  or  early  age,  and  all  (lories  of 
witchcraft  and  conjuration,  arifing  from  flupidity, 
impofture,  and  ignorance,  belong  to  this  tribunal. 
The  duty  of  it,  in  civil  caufes,  is  to  adjuft  the 
differences  of  contending  parties  who  appeal  to 
it  for  that  purpofe.  The  adjustment  is  to  be 
made  either  by  the  court  alone,  or  in  conjunc- 
tion with  arbitrators,  chofen  by  the  two  parties. 
If  the  arbitrators  cannot  agree  together,  then  the 
court  lays  before  them  its  opinion  how  the 
accufer  and  the  accufed  may  be  reconciled, 
without  injury,  without  procefs,  controverfy, 
reciprocal  reproach,  and  chicane.  If  the  arbi- 
trators cannot  yet  be  brought  to  agreement,  then 
the  court  orders  the , accufer  and  accufed  to  ap- 
pear, and  lays  before  them  the  means  of  accom- 
modation. If  they  admit  them,  the  court  con- 
firms their  agreement  with  its  feal  of  office  :  in 

the 
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the  contrary  cafe,  it  informs  them  that  it  has 
nothing  farther  to  do  with  their  difpute,  and  that 
they  may  apply  to  the  court  appointed  by  law 
for  that  purpofe. 

The  moft  important  behoof  of  the  court  of 
confcience,  and  by  which  it  is  in  fome  meafure 
the  mod  venerable  tribunal  of  the  nation,  and, 
in  the  ftricteft  fenfe,  the  palladium  of  perfonal 
fecurity,  confifts  in  this:  When  any  one  delivers 
a  petition  to  the  court  of  confcience,  fpecifying 
that  he  has  been  detained  in  prifon  upwards  of 
three  days,  and  that  in  thefe  three  days  it  has 
not  been  fhewn  him  why  he  is  thus  kept  in 
prifon,  or  that  in  thefe  three  days  he  has 
not  been  interrogated,  then  the  court  of  con- 
fcience is  bound,  on  receiving  fuch  petition^ 
and  before  the  court  breaks  up,  to  ifiue  an  order, 
that  the  prifoner  (if  he  be  not  imprifoned  for 
offences  againft  the  perfon  of  the  fovereign,  nor 
for  treafon,  murder,  theft,  or  robbery)  be 
brought  into  the  court  of  confcience,  and  be 
fhewn,  adding  the  reafons,  why  he  is  detained 
in  arreft,  or  why  he  has  not  been  interrogated. 
The  order  of  the  court  of  confcience  in  this  cafe 
mult  be  executed  in  the  place  at  which  it  arrives, 
without  lofing  an  hour  j  but  if  the  order  is  not 
fulfilled  within  the  fpace  of  24  hours,  the  prefi- 
dent  of  the  court  mail  be  fined  in  the  penalty  of 
500  rubles^  and  each  of  the  affefTors  mall  pay  a 
15  b  4  fine 
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fine  of  100.  In  regard  to  local  diftance,  1$ 
verfts  are  reckoned  to  a  day.  —  If  the  court  of 
confcience  finds  that  the  prifoner  has  not  been 
detained  for  any  of  the  crimes  above  fpccificd, 
it  iiTues  an  order  to  fet  him  at  liberty,  on  the 
receipt  of  that  voucher,  as  well  for  his  being 
brought  forth  as  alfo  for  his  prefentation  before 
that  court  of  the  province  which  he  (hall  choofe, 
and  where  his  caufe  fhall  be  adjudged.  No  one 
may  pretend  to  put  again  in  prifon  him  who  has 
been  liberated  by  authority  of  the  court  of  con- 
fcience, for  their  decifion  on  the  fame  matter  :  but 
his  caufe  fhall  be  determined  by  courfe  of  law. 
But  in  cafe  the  petitioner  is  in  confinement  on 
2ccount  of  any  of  the  before-mentioned  crimes, 
or  has  impofed  upon  the  court  of  confcience; 
or  can  bring  no  proof,  the  court  of  confcience 
fhall  remand  him  to  ■  prifon,  there  to  be  kept 
more  ftriclly  than  before  *. 

Public  fecurity  differs  from  perfonal,  in  its 
having  a  more  general  aim.  The  former  is 
properly  the  object  of  the  police  j  the  latter  is, 
in  mod  countries,  committed  to  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juftice. 

In  proportion  to  the  bulk,  extent,  and  popu- 
lation of  PeterfbUrg,  the  public  fecuricy  is  as 

*  See  Gemaelde  von  St.  Petersburg,  by  the  ingenious 

M.  Heinrich   Storch,   for  thefe  and  feveral   other  partis 

culars. 

great 
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great  as  any  where.  Robberies  and  murder  arc 
fo  feldom  heard  of,  that  all  thought  of  danger  is 
entirely  banifhed.  Accordingly,  people  walk 
alone,  without  any  weapon  or  attendance,  at  all 
hours  of  the  night,  along  the  ftreets,  and  even 
in  the  remoteft,  moft  unfrequented,  and  even 
uninhabited  parts  of  the  town.  This  fact,  extra- 
ordinary in  fuch  circumflances,  is,  however,  not 
fo  much  the  confequence  of  a  well-organized 
and  vigilant  police,  as  the  effect  of  the  good- 
tempered  national  character.  The  common 
Ruffian,  if  not  corrupted  by  a  long  ftay  in  the 
refidence,  feduced  by  the  propenfion  to  drink, 
or  prefTed  by  extreme  want,  is  feldom  difpofed 
to  excefies  of  this  nature.  To  this  may  be  added 
a  certain  reverence  towards  the  fuperior  ranks, 
which,  from  the  fentiment  of  their  varTalage,  and 
from  the  way  in  which  they  are  brought  up,  Is 
peculiar  to  this  people.  This  is  fo  well-known, 
that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  put  an  officer's 
cockade  in  the  hat  as  a  fure  means  of  defence 
againft  any  attack  a  man  might  otherwife  be 
liable  to  at  fuch  times  as  the  populace  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  think  they  have  the  privilege  of  being 
intoxicated,  and  confequently  are  more  prone  to 
commit  acts  of  extravagance.  An  authoritative 
word,  fpoken  in  a  commanding  tone,  has  fre- 
quently more  effect  than  the  ftouteft  oaken  ftafF. 

In 
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In  order  to  employ  this  method  with  imprefllon, 
it  is  necefiary  indeed  to  be  able  to  fpeak  the 
janguage  with  fluency ;  but  any  one  whri  has 
that  advantage,  and  is  familiar  with  the  manners 
and  the  character  of  the  nation,  may  at  any 
time,  in  cafes  of  extremity,  excite  the  good 
nature  of  the  populace,  and  fave  his  purfe  or  his 
life  from  any  hoftile  attack.  Among  feveral 
inftances  afforded  by  experience  of  this,  one  may 
fuffice. 

A  lady  fome  years  ago  travelled  up  the 
country.  Her  road  led  through  a  village  which 
had  lately  got  an  ill  name  for  robberies  and 
murders,  and  indeed  was  become  formidable  to 
the  whole  difrrict.  By  fome  unforefeen  circum- 
ftances,  her  arrival  at  this  place  was  delayed  till 
the  night  was  fomewhat  advanced ;  and  as  the 
poft-boors  abfolutely  refufed  to  drive  her  any 
further,  fhe  was  obliged  to  put  up  at  a  cottage. 
A  converfation  between  her  driver  and  fome 
people  of  the  village,  which  by  favour  of  the 
darknefs  fhe  happened  to  overhear,  juftiy  filled 
her  with  ferious  alarm.  On  entering  the  cottage, 
fhe  perceived  feveral  fellows,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  country,  lying  on  the  ftove.  An 
old  woman,  whofe  phyfiognomy  was  not  exactly 
adapted  to  infpire  confidence,  accofted  her  with 
the  queftion^  why  fhe  had  hefitated  to  pafs  the 

night 
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night  in  that  village,  whether  it  was  becaufe 
fhe  fufpe&ed  that  fhe  might  not  be  fafe  in  her 
houfe  ?  and  fwore,  at  the  fame  time,  that  there 
was  not  a  man  in  it.  The  traveller,  from  long 
experience  being  well  acquainted  with  the  cha- 
racter of  the  nation,  took  care  not  to  confute  this 
lie;  on  the  contrary,  fhe  difplayed  the  moft 
perfect  confidence,  fat  down  with  the  utmoit 
compofure  to  take  fome  refrefhment,  brought 
out  a  bottle  of  brandy  from  her  cafe  in  the 
fledge,  called  down  the  fellows  that  were  lying 
on  the  flove,  and  divided  its  contents  among 
them.  This  behaviour,  the  bottle  of  brandy, 
and  the  friendly  looks  of  the  donor,  had  their 
due  effect :  the  flumbering  but  not  {lifted  fenti- 
ment  of  humanity  awoke ;  and  the  good-na- 
tured, carelefs,  and  joyful  humour,  which  is  fo 
peculiar  to  the  common  Ruffians,  foon  broke 
out  in  noify  fongs.  The  traveller,  feeing  that 
fhe  had  attained  her  aim,  laid  herfelf  down  to 
fleep  in  an  adjacent  room,  in  all  appearance 
without  any  diftruft,  forbad  her  fervants  to  bring 
the  baggage  and  arms  into  the  houfe,  and  even 
put  out  the  light.  At  break  of  day  me  found  a 
ruffian  breakfaft  prepared,  and  her  carriage  ready 
for  her  farther  progrefs.  Her  departure  from 
this  band  of  robbers  was  a  moral  caricature  of  a 
moft  Angular  nature.     With  the  confeffion  of 

their 
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their  criminal  way  of  life,  lne  at  the  fame 
time  received  from  thefe  people  the  afiurance, 
that  me  and  all  pafifengers  that  mould  make  ufe 
of  her  name,  mould  be  well  received,  and  be 
lodged  in  fafety  :  a  promife  which  was  accom- 
panied with  the  rude  but  undifguifed  teftimony 
of  a  hearty  affection. 

The  police  of  St.  Petersburg  has  a  very 
fimple  and  competent  organization.  Excepting 
the  governor,  whofe  office  naturally  extends  to 
all  objects  of  public  welfare,  the  head  police- 
mafter  is  the  proper  chief  of  the  whole  fyftem  of 
police.  His  office  takes  in  the  great  compafs  of 
this  department,  but  confined  to  the  general 
objects  of  public  fecurity  and  order.  He  is  not 
here,  as  in  fome  large  towns,  the  formidable 
co-partner  of  family  fecrets,  and  the  invifible 
witnefs  of  the  actions  of  the  private  man.  Here 
are  no  fpies,  nor  ought  there  to  be,  if  Montei- 
quieu  be  in  the  right  *. 

Under  the  head  police-mafter  is  the  police- 
office,  where  fit  a  police-mafter,  two  prefidents, 
the  one  for  criminal,  the  other  for  civil  cafes,  and 
two  confulters  choien  from  the  burgher  clafs.  To 
this  is  committed  the  care  to  maintain  decorum, 

*  "  Faut-il  des  efpions  dans  la  monarchic  ?     Ce  n'eft  pas 
"  la  pratique  des  bons  princes."— Esprit  des  Loix,  I.  xii. 

chap.  25.  , 
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good  order,  and  morals :  alfo  it  is  its  bufinefs 
to  fee  to  the  obfervance  of  the  laws,  that  the 
orders  iffued  by  government,  and  the  decifions 
of  the  courts  of  juftice,  are  put  in  force.  The 
attainment  of  thefe  purpofes  is  effected  by  the 
following  mechanifm  : 

The  refidence  is  divided  into  ten  departments. 
Each  of  thefe  has  a  prefident,  appointed  to  watch 
over  the  laws,  the  fecurity,  and  the  order  of  his 
diftrict.  The  duties  and  rights  of  this  office  are 
not  lefs  extenfive  than  important.  A  prefident 
mull  have  exact  knowledge  of  the  inhabitants  of 
his  department,  over  which  a  fort  of  pan  A 
authority  is  committed  to  him  ;  he  is  the  ce  for 
morum  of  his  department ;  his  houfe  mult  not  be 
bolted  or  barred  by  night  or  day,  but  muft  be  a 
place  of  refuge  continually  open  to  all  that  are 
in  danger  or  diftrefs ;  he  himfelf  may  not  quit 
the  town  for  the  fpace  of  two  hours,  without 
committing  the  difcharge  of  his  office  to  fome 
other  perfon.  The  police-commando  (con- 
flables),  and  the  watchmen  of  his  department, 
are  under  his  orders j  and  he  is  attended  on  all 
affairs  of  his  office  by  two  ferjeants.  Complaints 
againft  unjuft  behaviour  in  the  prefident  may  be 
brought  to  the  police-office. 

Each  department  is  again  divided  into  three, 
four,  or   five   fubdivifions,  called  quarters,  of 

which. 
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which,  in  the  whole  refidence,  are  two  and 
forty.  Each  of  thefe  lias  a  quarter-infpector,  in 
fubordinaiion  to  whom  is  a  quarter- lieutenant. 
The  duty  of  thefe  police-officers  is  in  harmony 
with  that  of  the  prefident,  only  that  their  acti- 
vity is  confined  to  a  fmaller  circle.  They  fettle 
low  affairs  and  flight  altercations  on  the  fpot, 
and  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  all  that  parfes. 

The  number  of  the  nightly  watch  in  the  cicy 
amounts  to  500.  They  have  their  flations 
afTigned  them  in  watch-houfes  at  the  corners  of 
ftreets ;  and,  befides  their  proper  deftination,  are 
to  affift  in  the  taking  up  of  offenders,  and  in  any 
fervice  by  day  or  night,  as  their  commanders 
fhall  require.  Befides  thefe,  for  the  execution  of 
the  police  orders,  and  to  act  as  patroles,  there  is 
alfo  a  commando  of  1 20  men,  who,  in  cafes  of  . 
emergency,  are  fupported  by  a  pulk  or  company 
of  kofaks,  or  a  regiment  of  huffars. 

This  machine,  confiding  of  fo  many  fubordi- 
nate  parts,  preferves  in  its  orderly  courfe  that 
fecurity  and  peace  which  excite  the  admiration 
of  all  foreigners.  The  activity  of  every  indivi- 
dual member  is  unobferved  in  the  operation  of 
the  whole ;  and  by  fuch  a  diftribution  alone  is 
the  attainment  of  fo  complicated  an  aim  prac- 
ticable.— All  the  quarter-infpectors  of  a  depart- 
ment repair  every  morning,  at  {even  o'clock,  to 

their 
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their  infpe&or's  houfe,  to  lay  before  him  the 
report  of  all  that  has  happened  in  their  quarters 
during  the  laft  four  and  twenty  hours ;  and  at 
eight  o'clock  all  the  infpectors  bring  together 
thefe  feveral  reports  into  the  police-office,  where-, 
upon  they  firft  and  immediately  take  into  exa- 
mination the  cafes  of  perfons  taken  into  cuftody 
during  the  night.  On  urgent  occafions  the 
police-office  affembles  at  all  hours. 

This  organization,  and  the  extraordinary  vigi- 
lance of  the  police,  which  is  found  competent  to 
the  bufinefs  of  a  numerous  and  reftlefs  people, 
render  all  fecret  inquifitions  unnecefiary.  The 
police  has  knowledge  of  all  perfons  in  the 
refidence ;  travellers  who  come  and  go  are 
fubje<5t  to  certain  formalities,  which  render  it 
extremely  difficult  to  conceal  their  place  of 
abode,  or  their  departure  from  the  city.  To 
this  end,  every  houfeholder  and  innkeeper  is 
obliged  to  declare  to  the  police  who  lodges  with 
him,  or  what  ftrangers  have  put  up  at  his  houfe. 
If  a  ftranger  or  lodger  ftays  out  all  night,  the 
landlord  muft  inform  the  police  of  it  at  latere 
on  the  third  day  of  his  abfence  from  his  houfe. 
The  cautionary  rules,  in  regard  to  travellers 
quitting  the  town,  are  ftill  more  ftricl.  Thefe 
muft  publifh  in  the  news-paper  their  name,  their 
quality,  and  their  place  of  abode,  three  feveral 

times, 
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times,  and  produce  the  news-papers  containing 
the  advertifement,  as  a  credential  in  the  govern- 
ment from  which  they  then  receive  their  paflf- 
port,  without  which  it  is  next  to  impoflible  to 
get  out  of  the  empire.  This  regulation  not 
only  fecures  the  creditor  of  the  perfon  about  to 
depart,  but  alfo  enables  the  police  to  keep  a 
clofer  infpection  over  all  fufpected  inhabitants. 

The  great  mixture  of  foreign  inhabitants  of 
all  nations  renders  this  infpection  at  all  times, 
but  efpecially  at  certain  critical  periods,  highly 
neceffary.  There  are  always,  in  large  populous 
towns,  diforderly  people,  adventurers  and  im- 
poftors,  who,  by  bold  projects,  by  an  infamous 
induftry,  or  by  criminal  ftratagems  and  tricks, 
feek  occafion  to  difturb  the  quiet  of  civil  fociety, 
or  to  rifle  the  purfes  of  the  public.  The  lenity 
of  the  government,  the  hofpitable  reception 
every  honeft  ftranger  here  enjoys,  the  eafy  and 
various  means  of  gaining  a  livelihood,  and  the 
unlimited  permifiion,  attended  with  fo  many 
difficulties  in  other  countries,  of  purfuing  them 
in  a  lawful  way,  without  diftinction  of  nation 
or  religious  profeflion ; — all  thefe  and  other  ad- 
vantages are,  however,  not  always  fufficient  to 
reftrain  fuch  people  within  the  bounds  of  pro- 
priety and  decorum* 


If 
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If  individuals  may  be  fufpected  by  the  govern- 
ment, becaufe  their  means  of  fupport,  the  com- 
pany they  keep,  and  their  whole  courfe  of 
action,  are  clofely  wrapped  up  in  myftery,  fo 
likewife  may  whole  focieties  be  lefs  indifferent  to 
it,  if  they  carefully  conceal  the  object  of  their 
connection,  or  their  very  existence,  from  the  eye 
of  the  public.  The  police  watches  here,  with 
laudable  attention,  over  fecret  focieties  of  all 
kinds  i  and  frequently  as  the  fanatical  fpirit  of 
religious  or  political  fectaries,  or  the  enthufiafm 
of  pretended  myftagogues,  have  attempted  to 
nettle  here,  they  have  never  been  able  to  pro- 
ceed, or  only  for  a  very  fhort  time.  Animal 
magnetifm,  Martinifm,  Rofycrutianifm,  and 
by  whatever  other  name  the  conceits  of  diftem- 
pered  imaginations  may  be  called,  have  always 
been  attended  with  the  fame  bad  fuccefs  on 
this  ftage. 

With  equal  diligence  the  police  ranfacks  the 
blind  purlieus  of  fuch  as  have  an  averfion  to 
honeft  induftry,  and  are  attracted  by  the  third 
of  gain.  If  the  r a .mparts  of  civil  liberty  prevent 
the  police  from  having  recourfe  to  extreme  mea- 
(ures  for  quelling  the  rage  of  gaming,  yet  great 
difficulties  and  obftacles  are  oppofed  to  the 
propagation  and  extension  of  this  dreadful  poli- 
tical evil.     By  the  police  regulation  only  fuch 

vol.  ir.  c  o  ^ames 
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games  are  allowed  as  require  bodily  exertion  and 
dexterity,  or  confift  of  a  due  proportion  of 
hazard  and  fkill.  The  nicer  explanations  on  this 
latter  are  referved  for  the  laws.  Concerning 
prohibited  games,  the  police  mull:  have  regard 
to  the  motives  of  the  gamefters.  All  complaints 
and  demands  relative  to  play-debts,  and  the 
payment  of  them,  are  declared  null.  That  no 
lotteries  are  permitted  throughout  the  whole 
ruffian  empire  is  well  known. 

From  this  fketch  it  will  be  readily  imagined, 
that  the  number  of  impoftors  and  difturbers  of 
the  public  peace  can  be  but  fmall.  Quarrels  and 
affrays  in  the  ftreet  or  in  the  cabaks  butfeldom 
happen.  The  perfon  attacked  calls  the  neareft 
watchman  j  and  in  a  moment  both  the  aggreffor 
and  the  aggrieved  are  taken  into  cuftody,  and  led. 
to  the  next  fieja,  (police  watch-houfe,)  where 
the  caufe  of  their  quarrel  is  inquired  into,  and 
the  aggreffor  is  puniihed. — For  matters  of  fome 
defcriptions,  there  is  a  peculiar  tribunal,  under 
the  denomination  of  the  oral  court,  which,  on 
account  of  its  fingularity,  deferves  to  be  briefly 
noticed. 

In  each  quarter  of  the  town  are  one  or  more 
judges  of  the  oral  court,  who  are  chofen  from 
the  clafs  of  burghers,  and  with  whom  are  aflb- 
ciated  a  few  jurats.     This  court  fits  daily  in  the 

forenoon. 


EMPRESS    CATHARINE  II.  ^87 

forenoon,  and  proceeds  orally  in  all  the  differ- 
ences that  come  before  it:  it,  however,  keeps  a 
day-book,  in  which  are  entered  all  the  caufes 
and  decifions  of  the  court,  and  which  muft  be 
every  week  laid  before  the  magiftrate.  When 
a  charge  is  brought,  the  court  declares  it  orally 
to  the  prefident  of  the  quarter :  whereupon  the 
accufed  muft  not  delay  his  appearance  before  the 
police  longer  than  one  day  after  he  has  received 
the  fummons.  Every  caufe  muft  be  determined 
in  one  day,  or  if  the  examinations  require  more 
time  in  collecting,  in  three  days.  The  oral 
court  communicates  the  decifion  to  the  prefident 
of  the  quarter  by  means  of  his  day-book,  in 
order  to  its  ratification.  If  either  party  is  not 
fatisfied  with  the  fentence,  he  may  appeal  to 
the  court  as  appointed  in  the  regulations. 

The  immenfe  circulation  occafioned  by  the 
neceflaries  and  luxuries  of  the  refidence  might 
provide  a  greater  number  of  people  with  the 
means  of  fubfiftence.  The  growing  increafe  of 
the  town,  and  the  great  undertakings  of  the 
government,  which  here  unite  as  in  one  large 
central  point,  employ  as  many  hands  as  are  to 
be  had,  and  would  employ  more  -,  the  facility, 
therefore,  with  which  work  is  to  be  found,  and 
the  high  price  of  labour,  leave  idlenefs  and 
indigence  without  excufe.  And  indeed  no 
c  c  2  beggars 
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beggars  are  feen  here,  unlefs  one  mould  give 
that  name  to  a  few  children  who  here  and  there 
run  about,  and  afk  for  a  polufhka.  Old,  infirm 
diftempered  people,  and  fimilar  objects  of  difguft^ 
are  abfolutely  not  permitted  to  follow  begging, 
For  the  really  poor,  and  perfons  incapable  of 
earning  their  bread,  a  poor-houfe  is  provided, 
and  maintained  upon  an  excellent  plan ;  but  for 
the  induftrious  who  look  out  for  work,  and  the 
idlers  that  are  able  to  work,  the  following  ufefu! 
and  falutary  regulations  are  made  : 

In  purfuance  of  the  police  ordinance  of  the 
year  1782,  fervant-brokers  (or,  as  we  mould 
fay,  regifter-offices)  are  appointed,  where  every 
day,  at  certain  hours,  people  who  feek  fervicc 
or  work,  as  well  as  mailers  who  want  fervants, 
may  apply.  The  broker  is  bound  to  enter  in 
his  book  the  name,  the  time,  and  the  requifites 
or  propofals  of  the  feveral  perfons  who  apply,  as 
alfo  the  terms  of  the  contrail: ;  which  book  is 
taken  as  evidence  in  cafe  difputes  fhould  after- 
wards arife.  In  order  to  induce  the  public  to 
btncfit  by  this  inftitution  of  fuch  general  utility, 
it  is  at  the  fame  time  ordained,  that  the  oral  court 
and  the  police-office  mall  admit  of  no  complainE 
between  mailer  and  fervant,  if  the  contract  can- 
not be  produced  in  the  broker-book ;  but  fer- 
vants and  workmen  who  neglect  to  apply  to 
U  the 
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the  broker,  are  driven  but  of  the  town  and  the 
diftricl:. 

The  work-houfe  of  the  refidence  takes  in  not 
only  fuch  people  as  would  willingly  work,  and 
find  no  employment,  but  is  chiefly  filled  with 
idlers,  vagrants,  diforderly  perfons,  fturdy  beg- 
gars, and  thieves  who  have  not  ftolen  above  the 
value  of  20  rubles.  As  fuch  a  conjunction  of 
crimes  with  helplefs  induftry  is  contrary  to  the 
maxims  of  an  enlightened  police,  fo  this  inftitu- 
tion,  according  to  its  original  deftination,  was 
dedicated  only  to  the  latter.  But  becaufe,  either 
from  prejudices  formed  againft  the  inftitution, 
or  becaufe,  as  it  is  moft  reafonable  to  think, 
there  is  a  fuperfluity  of  means  of  livelihood,  but 
very  few  fuch  perfons  are  found,  this  inftitution 
is  almoft  entirely  confined  to  forced  workmen. 
The  fuperintendance  of  it  belongs  to  the  college 
of  general  provifion,  who,  therefore,  fettle  the 
mode  and  meafure  of  employment  according  to 
the  fex,  the  age,  and  the  bodily  frame  of  each. 
It  is  likewife  permitted  to  private  perfons  to 
fend  their  fervants  hither  for  punifhment  j  in  this 
cafe,  however,  they  muft  pay  three  kopeeks  a 
day  for  each  perfon's  board,  in  addition  to  the 
profit  on  their  labour,  to  the  inftitution.  On  an 
average  about  800  perfons  are  kept  here  annu- 
ally, A  fmall  h-ofpital  connected  with  this 
g  c  3  inftitution 
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inftitution  had,  on  the  ift  of  January  1790,  107 
•patients  of  both  fexes.  .t 

For  criminals  condemned  to  labour  by  the 
laws,  there  is  a  houfe  of  correction.  This  is 
likewife  under  the  management  of  the  college  of 
general  provifion,  which  endeavours  to  make 
the  penal  labour  of  thefe  people,  particularly  in 
regard  to  manufactures,  ufeful  to  the  ftate.  In 
purfuance  of  an  ordinance  of  government  the 
houfe  of  correction  is  deftined  for  the  following 
defcriptions  of  civil  and  moral  offenders ;  for 
children  who  are  difobedient  to  their  parents,  or 
habitually  purfue  bad  courfes;  for  people  who 
having  run  out  their  circumftances,  have  con- 
tracted twice  as  many  debts  as  they  have  the 
means  to  pay,  or  are  guilty  of  fcandalous 
breaches  of  decorum  ,  for  perfons  who  publicly 
follow  a  courfe  of  life  which  is  contrary  to  found 
morals  and  the  regulations  of  a  good  police  •,  for 
worthlefs  and  lazy  rogues  and  vagabonds ;  for 
flout  and  obftinate  vagrants  and  beggars  j  laftly, 
for  women  who  lead  a  fcandalous,  impudent, 
and  profligate  life.— Offenders  of  thefe  kinds  are 
put  into  the  houfe  of  correction,  either  in  pur- 
fuance of  the  fentence  of  a  court  of  judicature,  or 
at  the  requeft  of  parents,  prefidents,  or  mailers, 
though  not  without  evidence  wherefore.  Here 
alfo  private  perfons  mult  pay  a  flight  allowance, 

•  9  as 
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as  in  the  WGrk-houfe.  The  men  are  feparated 
from  the  women ;  and  all  the  people  confined 
mull  be  called  only  by  their  chriftian  names. 
The  obftinate  and  refractory  may  be  chaftifed, 
by  order  of  the  head  overfeer,  by  beating,  or 
punifhed  by  being  fhut  up  and  kept  on  bread 
and  water.  The  annual  number  of  perfons 
under  correction  here  is  between  7  and  900, 

"  Thefe  inftitutions,  into  which  the  refidence 
difcharges  all  its  fluggim,  foul,  and  infectious- 
parts,  as  into  a  receiver,  fland  in  fo  clofe  a  con- 
nection with  the  prifons  of  the  courts  of  judica- 
ture, that  it  would  render  this  account  incom- 
plete, to  omit  the  mention  of  them  here. 

The  new  town-jail,  which,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, is  conftructed  and  difpofed  upon  Mr. 
Howard's  plan,  confifts  of  a  large,  itrong-built, 
pentagon  edifice,  of  two  ftories.  Outwardly  it 
has  no  windows,  and  only  one  gate,  which  is  of 
iron  ;  each  of  the  five  angles  is  terminated  by  a 
tower,  which  rifes  above  the  roof,  and  ferves  as 
a  magazine.  Each  ftory  has  only  one  fuite  of 
chambers,  all  opening  into  a  covered  gallery. 
The  rooms  are  difljmilar  in  fize,  but  are  fitted 
up  in  exactly  the  fame  manner.  The  windows 
are  all  placed  high  ;  each  cell  is  provided  with  a 
cubic  ftove,  a  fmall  table  and  feat  of  mafonry, 
an  iron  outer  door,  and  in  the  wall  a  water- 
cc^  clofet, 
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clofet.  In  the  open  place  which  forms  the  area 
of  the  building,  is  a  fmaller  prifon  of  the  fame 
fhape  with  the  larger,  which,  with  cells  of  alike 
conftruction  with  the  others,  contains  a  chapel, 
a  comptoir,  a  guard-houfe,  and  a  chamber  of 
correction.  The  remaining  fpace,  in  breadth 
about  fix  fathom,  is  left  for  indulging  the  pri- 
foners  in  the  benefit  of  taking  the  air.  The 
whole  building  has  hitherto  continued  quite 
empty. 

Of  the  other  jails,  which  are  only  three,  that 
of  the  police  is  the  moft  remarkable.  This 
houfe^  which  is  commonly  called  the  Politzey, 
becaufe  here  the  chancery  of  it  was  formerly 
held,  is  at  prefent  the  principal  place  of  detention 
for  all  delinquents  that  come  within  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  police.  Accordingly,  here  are 
kept,  previous  to  their  trial,  fraudulent  infol- 
vents  and  bankrupts,  fwindlers,  gamefters,  bul- 
lies, cheats,  thieves,  and  f  natics  of  all  chriitian 
fects,  and  of  all  nations  in  motley  mixture. 
This  flrange  collection  of  beings  is  productive  of 
no  lcfs  Angular  effects.  The  rich  purchafe 
accommodations  of  the  poor;  the  cunning  over- 
reach the  fimplej  feparated  from  all  human 
fociety,  a  fort  of  petty  republic  is  formed 
within  thefe  walls,  in  which  the  two  grand  levers 
of  human  activity,  indigence,  and  paflion,  play 

their 
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their  part  as  well  as  without  them.  Thus,  a 
few  years  ago,  an  inhabitant  of  this  manfioq 
picked  up  money  by  the  myfteries  of  an  order 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  by  admitting,  for  a 
fmall  reception-fee,  a  confiderable  number  of 
worthy  profelytes.  Another  had  been  favoured 
with  the  permiffion  to  feparate  his  fleeping-* 
place  by  a  fcreen,  where  he  lived  in  company 
with  his  ferfs,  who,  by  the  duties  of  their  vaflal- 
age,  were  obliged  to  follow  him  into  this  abode* 
Here  he  gave  a  friendly  reception  to  all  comers, 
whofe  looks  and  drefs  feemed  promifing,  and 
drew  from  them  what  money  they  had,  either  at 
cards  or  by  giving  them  a  goblet  or  two  of  ftrong 
punch,  with  fuch  artifice  that  never  any  got  out 
of  his  clutches  without  leaving  behind  them,  in 
his  lurking  corner,  whatever  they  had,  and  fome- 
times  even  a  part  of  their  clothes. — This  houfe, 
which  feems  to  harbour  within  its  walls  only  vice 
and  criminality,  at  times  alfo  exhibits  fome  noble 
inftance  of  human  action,  as  a  few  fcattered  rays 
are  feen  to  mingle  in  the  gloomy  colours  of  a 
painted  night-piece.  Not  for  the  purpofe  of 
relieving  the  fhades,  but  as  a  fmall  memorial 
of  an  unknown  generous  action,  the  follow- 
ing anecdote  may  here  be  permitted  to  find  a 
place. 

A  young 
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A  young  german. nobleman,  who  had  for  a 
long  time  indulged  himfelf  in  the  ufual  follies  of 
his  age  with  the  utmoft  thoughtleffnefs  and  extra- 
vagance, was  put  into  the  politzey  by  his  cre- 
ditors. In  this  deplorable  fituation,  abandoned 
by  all  his  former  acquaintance,  a  damfel  of  the 
common  clafs,  who  had  fhared  his  purfe  in  better 
days,  remained  true  to  him.  She  followed  him 
co  prifon,  waited  on  him  with  unwearied  care 
during  a  violent  illnefs  with  which  he  was  at- 
tacked, fupplied  him  with  all  kinds  of  necefTa- 
ries,  fold,  when  all  her  money  was  gone,  what 
furniture  and  clothes  (he  had,  and  at  length  went 
about  begging  for  her  unfortunate  friend.  At 
the  end  of  eleven  months,  when  he  was  releafed 
I}y  death  from  this  unhappy  condition,  fhe 
caufed  him  to  be  decently  interred  with  the 
remainder  of  the  alms  fhe  had  procured,  and 
then — confented  to  the  offer  of  marriage  long 
ago  made  her  by  a  man  in  good  circumftances, 
with  whom  fhe  might  have  enjoyed  the  conve- 
niencies,  and  pleafures  of  life,  and  which  fhe  had 
hitherto  refufed  only  bccaufc '  fhe  thought  it 
cjifhonourable  to  forfake  her  firft  lover  in  his 
diftrefs.  This  circumftance  fhe  mentioned  to, 
her  hufband  previous  to  their  marriage. 

Great 
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■  Great  as  the  fecurity  of  the  city  is  in  regard  to 
acts  of  open  violence,  yet  it  is  neceflary  for 
every  one  to  be  upon  his  guard  againft  artful 
impoftures  and  deep-laid  ftratagems.  The. 
frequent  inftances  of  this  kind  make  every 
Ruffian  wary,  and  therefore  they  are  not  fo 
eafily  made  the  dupes  of  their  countrymen  •,  but 
fo  much  the  more  do  they  make  up  for  this  at 
the  expence  of  ftrangers  and  foreigners,  parti- 
cularly when  they  are  not  acquainted  with  the 
language  of  the  country.  The  fhopkeepers  and 
merchants  commonly  afk  three  times,  and  fre- 
quently even  five  times  as  much  as  the  commodity 
is  worth  j  the  unknowing  offer  the  half,  and  think 
they  have  made  a  good  bargain,  till  they  find, 
when  too  late,  that  they  have  been  miierably 
cheated.  To  give  damaged  goods  a  fair  ap- 
pearance, to  defraud  in  meafure  and  weight  in 
an  imperceptible  manner,  to  flip  bad  goods 
among  the  better  that  have  been  bought  and 
ordered  home ;  all  thefe,  and  a  multitude  of 
other  tricks,  no  dealers  in  the  world  understand 
better  than  the  ruffian.  As  the  Ruffians  in 
general  are  furprifingly  cunning  and  of  quick 
parts,  they  are  eminently  addicted  to  this  fpecies 
of  induftry ;  and  the  pickpockets  of  St.  Peterf- 
burg  and  Mofco  may  fafely  lay  wagers  on  their 
dexterity  with  thofe  of  London  and  Paris, 

Some 
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Some  time  fmce  the  following  affair  happened 
at   Mofco,  which  excited  great  curioiky   both 
there  and  at  the  refidence  ;  and,  on  account  of 
its  originality,  deferves   to  be  noticed  while  we 
are  on  this  fubject.     A  wealthy  nobleman,  well 
known  as  a  fancier  of  precious  flones,  fell  acci- 
dentally in  company  with  a  perfon  unknown  to 
him,  who  wore  on  his  finger  a  ring  of  great 
beauty  and  value.     After  a  long  difcourie  on  its 
real  worth,  the  nobleman  offered  him  a  confider- 
able  price  for  it,   which  the   ftranger  at   fird 
refufed,  on  the  reafonable  ground  that  he  had  no 
defire  to  part  with  it.     At  length,  however,  to 
evade  the  repeated  importunities  of  the  nobler 
sii an,    he  declared   that   he   could   not   fell  it, 
bccaule  •<-—  the  flones  were  not  genuine.     This 
declaration  filled  all  the  company,  among  whom 
were  connoifleurs,  with  amazement.     The  no- 
bleman,   in   order  to   be   fure    of  the   matter, 
defired  to  have  the  ring  for  a  few  days  againft 
fuiEcient  fecurity,  received  it,  and  ran  from  one 
jeweller  to  another,  who  all  unanimoufly  pro- 
nounced the  ftones  to  be  genuine,  and  of  great 
value,     With  this  affurance,  and  the  hope  of  a 
good  bargain,  he  brought  back  the  ring  to  its 
owner,  who,  on  receiving  it,  put  it,  with  great 
indifference,   into   his  waiftcoat  pocket.     The 
negotiation  now  began  afrefh  :  the  ftranger  per- 

fifted 
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lifted  in  his  refolution,  till  at  length  the  noble* 
man  offered  a  fum  which  was  pretty  near  the 
true  value  of  it.  "  This  ring,"  returned  the 
ftranger,  "  is  a  token  of  friendfhip  j  but  I  am 
ff  not  rich  enough  to  reject  fo  large  a  fum  as 
"  ydu  offer  for  it.  Yet  this  high  offer  is  the 
*c  very  reafOn  of  my  not  complying.  How  can 
<c  you,  if  you  are  thoroughly  confeious  of  what 
<f  you  are  doing,  offer  fo  much  money  for  a 
<f  ring,  which  the  owner  himfelf  confeffes  to  be 
s<  made  up  of  falfe  ftones  ?"  "  If  your  deter- 
T'  mination  depends  only  on  that,"  replied  the 
buyer,  "  here  take  at  once  the  fum,"  (laying  it 
in  bank-notes  upon  the  table,)'  <c  and  I  call  the 
"  gentlemen  here  prefent  to  witneis,  that  I  vo~ 
"  luntarily,  and  after  due  confideration,  pay  it." 
The  feller  took  the  money,  and  gave  the  noble- 
man the  ring,  repeating  the  declaration,  that  the 
{tones  were  falfe,  and  that  it  was  ftill  time  to 
make  the  bargain  void.'  The  latter  obftinately 
refufed  to  hearken  to  his  advice,  haftened  joy- 
fully home,  and  found- — what  the  reader  has 
already  gueffed —  that  the  ftranger  had  faid  what 
was  too  true.  Inftead  of  the  genuine  ring,  he" 
had  a  falfe  one  made  exactly  like  the  other.  The; 
affair  was  brought  into  a  court  of  juftice ;  but,  as 
the  feller  proved,  that  during  the  whole  bufinefs 
there  was  no  queftion  at  all  about  genuine  Hones; 

that 
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that  the  purchafer  exprefsly  treated  only  for  a 
falie  ring,  and  he  on  the  other  hand  fold  him 
only  a  falfe  ring }  accordingly  the  judge  was 
obliged  to  pronounce  in  favour  of  the  latter. 

The  arts  of  cheating  in  the  article  of  provi- 
sions are  no  where  better  underftood  than  here. 
Ordinary  deceptions  of  this  nature  happen  every 
where ;  but  when  one  looks  at  a  fowl,  which  to 
all  appearance  is  finely  fattened,  and  finds  it  only 
filled  with  wind  -,  or  afparagus,  deprived  of  their 
eatable  part,  pointed  again  and  coloured  with  a 
tempting  verdure  •>  no  man  will  call  thefe  ordinary- 
tricks. 

A  lady,  who  had  not  been  long  come  out  of 
Germany,  and  had  heard  much  from  her 
acquaintance  at  Peterfburg  of  the  many  artifices 
of  that  nature  praclifed  in  that  city,  took  the 
refolution  to  ufe  the  utmoft  caution  in  all  her 
dealings,  in  order  to  refute  the  common  opinion, 
that  every  flranger  muft  buy  his  wifdom.  Se- 
veral days  paiTed  on:  one  morning,  however,  a 
rafnofchtfchik  *  entered  her  apartment,  and 
offered  her  a  pound  of  tea,  the  laft  remains  of 
what  he  had  to  fell.  She  weighed  the  parcel, 
and  found  it  juft  ;  fhe  made  a  trial  j  the  tea  was 
unadulterated,  and  well  flavoured  :  fhe  fhook  it 

*  Rafnofchtfchiks  arc  venders  of  fmall  articles  about 'the 

ftreets. 

all 
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all. out  into  a  bafin  ;  no  deceit  was  difcoverable. 
She  inquired  the  price,  and  offered  a  third  part 
of  what  he  aiked  :  the  vender  was  naturally  not 
fatisficd  with  this  offer;  turned  his  tea  back 
-again  into  the  box,  wrapped  a  cloth  about  it, 
and  crammed  it  into  his  bofom.  At  length  the 
bargain  was  ftruck,  and  the  commodity  deli- 
vered i  however,  prudence  does  no  harm ;  the 
Jady  opened  the  box,  and  faw  the  tea  me  had 
bought.  She  fliuc  it  up,  to  the  great  joy  of  the 
feller,  who  in-  the  mean  time  had  afked  her, 
■fmiling,  why  fhe  was  fo  extremely  cautious,  and 
why  fhe  had  fo  very  bad  an  opinion  of  his 
honefty.  The  money  was  paid ;  the  rafnofcht- 
fchik  went  his  way ;  and  fome  days  after  the 
box.  was  found  full  of  fand  and  grains,  excepting 
the  furface,  which  was  really  good  tea. 

Matters  of  this  kind  are  frequent  in  all  great 
towns,  where  the  numerous  population  renders 
every  detection  more  difficult,  and  the  diftance 
and  difference  between  the  circumftances  of 
fortune  roufe  the  paffions,  and  urge  the  human 
intellect  to  every  fpecies  of  induftry.  The 
height  of  civilization  and  refinement,  as  well  as 
the  extreme  of  immorality  and  corruption,  are 
only  to  be  looked  for  in  towns  of  the  firfr.  magni- 
tude. The  means  to  prevent  thefe  evils  are 
not  in  the  hands  of  the  police ;  no  human  inVen- 

tlOA 
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tion  can  hinder  an  effect  where  the  caufe  It 
natural ;  and  to  remove  this,  we  muft  follow 
the  plan  of  the  philofophers,  who  banifh  the 
human  race  into  forefts  and  mountains,  where 
the  greateft  integrity  refides  with  the  greateft 
brutality. 

The  public  fecurity  is  not  only  brought  into 
jeopardy  by  human  attacks  of  fraud  and  violence  J 
Nature  alfo  feems  at  times  to  have  confpired 
againft  it.  The  refults  of  the  grand,  eternal, 
and  beneficent  laws,  by  which  (he  acts  upon  the 
whole,  are  neverthelefs  very  frequently  deftruc- 
tive  to  the  parts  •,  and  man,  by  an  inexplicable 
decree,  is  obliged  to  arm  himfelf,  as  againft  an 
affafiln,  even  againft  Nature,  from  whofe  hand 
he  receives  his  being,  his  fupport,  and  his  enjoy- 
ments. The  natural  and  accidental  violations  of 
public  fecurity  are  therefore  not  lefs  an  important 
object  of  police.  An  accurate  detail  of  all  the 
particular  inftitutions  to  this  end  would  lie 
beyond  the  limits  of  this  book.  The  following 
inftance,  drawn  from  the  whole,  will  fuffice  as  a 
characteriftic  of  this  department  of  the  police  of 
St.  Petersburg. 

That  city,  from  its  fituation  at  the  mouth  of 
a  large  navigable  river,  is  very  often  expofed 
to  inundations.  On  a  continuance  of  wefterly 
winds  the  water  rifes  to  the  height  of  ten  feet 

above 


EMPRESS    CATHARINE  II.  4OI 

above  its  ordinary  level.    At  five  feet  it  over- 
flows only  the  weftern  parts  of  the  town,  in 
places  where  the  Neva  has  no  rampart  j  but  on 
afwell  of  the  water  to  ten  feet,  only  the  eaftern- 
moft  parts  efcape  a  general  inundation.     In  the 
year  1777,  on  Sunday  the  10th  of  September, 
at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  the  water  rofe  to 
the  height  of  ten  feet  feven  inches  above  its 
ufual  level ;  and  though  in  two  hours  afterwards 
it  had  again  retired  within  its  banks,  yet  this 
ihort   inundation  produced   very  extraordinary 
effects.     A  jfhip  from  Lubeck  was  carried  into 
the   wood   on  Vaflilli-oftroffj   the   duchefs  of 
Kingfton's  famous  yacht,  which  me  had  quitted 
a  few  days  before,  was  caft  upon  the  bar,  and 
greatly  damaged  -,   many  wooden  houfes   were 
warned  away  ;  and  feveral  perfons  had  loft  their 
lives  during  the  obfcurity  of  the  night. 

Since  this  remarkable  inundation  proper  mea- 
fures  of  prudence  and  caution  have  been  adopted. 
For  feveral  years  the  height  of  the  water  had  been 
regularly  marked  at  the  caftle.  Now,  at  all  rifings 
of  the  river,  fignals  were  appointed  at  the  admi- 
ralty, as  a  warning  to  the  inhabitants.  When-* 
ever  it  rifes  above  its  banks  at  the  mouth  of  the 
great  Neva,  notice  is  given  to  the  town  by  three 
diftin<5t  firings  of  a  cannon,  which  are  repeated  at 
intervals,  as  the  danger  increafes,  Within  the' 
vol,  11,  p  d  town* 
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town,  in  this  cafe,  five  cannons  are  fired  froth 
the  admiralty- battery,  and  on  the  fteeple  of  it 
by  day  four  white  flags  are  difplayed,  and  by 
night  four  lanterns  are  hung  out;  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  church-bells  are  flowly  tolled.  In 
places  moil  expofed  to  the  inundation,  vefTels  are 
kept  in  readinefs  for  faving  the  people.  Thefe 
regulations,  the  increafing  buildings,  the  em- 
banking, and  the  magnificent  (lone  quay  of  the 
Neva,  and  the  extenfion  of  the  water-furface  by 
the  various  canals,  render  thefe  weftern  gales 
lefs  alarming  to  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Peterfburg; 
fo  that  a  fwell  of  five  feet  above  the  level  now 
excites  but  little  or  even  no  attention. 

Alfo  the  danger  of  depredation  by  fires  is  no 
longer  fo  great  as  formerly,  as  the  number  of 
wooden  houfes  vifibly  diminifhes  ;  and  the  regu- 
lations forextinguifhing  the  fires  and  the  faving 
of  property  are  better  and  more  complete.  For 
this  purpofe  the  police  keeps  in  its  pay  ten  fire- 
mafters  and  1622  men,  who  are  employed  folelyto 
'this  object.  Calamities  of  this  nature  are  at  pre- 
fent  but  feldom  heard  of  5  and  when  they  happen, 
it  is  commonly  in  the  out-lying  parts  of  the 
town,  where  the  houfes  are  moftly  of  timber,  and 
very  old.  During  the  laft  feven  years,  in  the 
better  ftreets,  never  more  than  one  houfe  is 
burnt  down,  and  even  this  is  generally  of  wood. 

8  The 
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The  people  of  the  police  are  become  io  dexter- 
ousj  that  at  one  of  the  laft  accidents  to  which 
the  author  of  this  account  was  a  witnefs,  a  fmall 
wooden  houfe  that  Hood  contiguous  to  the  one 
on  fire,  was  fo  perfectly  preferved,  that  it 
received  not  the  flighteft  damage.  At  the  impe- 
rial loan  bank,  is  an  infurance-office,  where  one 
and  a  half  'per  cent,  is  paid  on  three  fourths  of 
the  annual  rate  at  which  the  houfe  or  fabrick  is 
taxed. 

Though  quick  driving  along  the  flreets  is 
forbidden,  jet  from  various  caufes  it  is  impoflible 
entirely  to  prevent  it;  and,  for  the  following 
reafons,  it  is  no  where  attended  with  lefs  danger 
than  at  St,  Peterfburg.  All  the  flreets  are  broad 
and  fpacious:  their  running  in  flraight  lines 
enables  the  driver  to  fee  a  long  way  before  him  i 
in  many  of  the  flreets  is  a  raifed  footway,  which 
fecures  the  pedeflrian  from  danger.  Befides, 
the  Ruffians  are  excellent  coachmen '  \  and,  as 
they  are  anfwerable  for  every  accident  occafioned 
by  their  negligence  or  want  of  (kill,  they  not 
only  call  out  to  the  foot-paffengers,  while  aC 
fome  diftance,  but  even  turn  off  in  cafes  of  ne- 
cefiity.  The  manner  of  their  calling  too  is  almoft 
always  appropriate :  for  example,  "  Old  gentle- 
man !  Good  mother!  Soldier!  Fiih-cryer  !'* 
&c.  Not  only  here,  but  throughout  all  Ruflia, 
d  d  2  it 
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it  is  the  univerfal  cuftom,  in  driving,  to  keep  the 
right  fide  of  the  way  j  hence  the  perpetual  cry 
in  the  ftreets:  fC  Na  prava  !"  i.  e.  ft  To  the 
right !"  Whoever  goes  contrary  to  this  cuftom, 
is  in  danger  of  being  chaftifed  on  the  fpot,  or  at 
leaft  of  receiving  a  volley  of  abufe. 

On  all  occafions  when  a  great  number  of 
people  or  equipages  are  collected  together,  the 
police-officers  muft  be  prefent,  who,  by  the 
afliftance  of  foldiers  or  kofaks  on  horfeback, 
keep  fuch  good  order,  that  one  feldom  or  never 
hears  of  an  accident.  At  the  theatres,  at  court, 
at  the  clubs,  efpecially  at  the  entertainments  given 
in  the  palaces,  and  at  promenades  on  certain 
feftivals,  there  are  frequently  feveral  thoufands  of 
carnages  and  an  immenfe  multitude  of  people  on 
foot :  the  former  obferve  exactly  certain  rules 
prefcribed,  and  the  latter  may  be  prefent  without 
the  leaft  danger,  even  from  the  tumultuous 
rabble.  He  muft  indeed  be  a  very  partial 
obferver,  who  does  not  take  notice  of  this 
extraordinary  vigilance  and  caution,  which  is 
always  admired  by  foreigners.  At  every  enter- 
tainment, every  public  dinner  in  the  town,  on 
every  occafion  where  the  number  of  carriages  is 
fomewhat  confiderable,  the  police-officers  are 
immediately  there,  for  the  prefervation  of  order 
and  the  prevention  of  accidents.    On  the  bridges 

acrofs 
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acrofs  the  Neva  fome  of  them  are  conftantly 
prefent,  as  there  the   throng  of  paflfengers  is 
uncommonly  great.     The  fame   care  is  taken 
concerning  dangerous  fcaffblds  at  buildings  and 
at  the  diverfions  of  the  populace.     The  ice- 
hiils  and  other  national  fports  would  certainly 
cod  many  people  their  lives,  were  it  not  for 
thefe  good   regulations,    by   which,    however, 
accidents  cannot  at  all  times  be  prevented  j  and 
therefore  the  government  is  gradually  endeavour- 
ing to  abolifh  them  by  limiting  the  period  of 
their  duration.     The  freezing  and  breaking-up 
of  the  ice  of  the  Neva  may  be  dangerous  to  the 
public   fecurity  j  therefore,   on  thefe  occasions 
too,  the  proper  cautionary  regulations  are  not 
forgotten.     As  foon  as   the  ice  begins  to  be 
porous  and  unfafe,   care  is  taken  to  break  it 
near   the  fhores,   to  prevent   paiTengers   from 
getting  upon  it ;  and  notices   are  ftuck  upon 
pofts  for  the  fame  purpofe.     Befides  thefe  pre- 
cautions, the  foldiers  of  the  police  are  at  thefe 
times  continually  prefent,  who  are.  frequently 
obliged  to  reftrain  by  force  the  fool-hardy  popu- 
lace from  venturing  their  lives  for  a  trifling: 
wager.     The  writer  of  this  account  was  himfelf 
an  eye-witnefs  of  fuch  a  man,  at  the  moft  immi- 
nent hazard  of  his  life,  walking  over  the  porous^ 
deep-grey  coloured  ice  of  the  river,  which  is  as 
do  3  .  broad 
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broad  as  the  Thames   at   London-bridge,   by 
means  of  a  couple  of  boards   which  he  took 
with  him,  laying  the  one  at  the  end  of  the  other 
alternately  as  he  palled  over  them,  often  fparing* 
himfelf  this  trouble,  on  feeling  that  a  piece  of 
the  ice  would  juft  bear  his  weight  without  it. 
In  this  manner,  in  the  prefence  of  hundreds  of 
fpectators,  he  was  got  near  the  oppofite  fhore, 
when  a  police-officer  ftanding  there,  feeing  him 
coming,  held  up  his  flick,  threatening  to  give 
him  a  hearty  welcome  with  it  on  his  reaching  the 
land,     The  appreheniion   of  this   flight  chaf- 
tifement  outweighed  the  fear  for  his  life ;  he 
forgot  the  precaution  he  had  before  obferved, 
his  boards  and  his   danger ;    ran  back  as   fall 
as  he  could,  and  fafely  arrived   on   the   other 
ihore. 

The  making  up  and  the  fending  out  of  me- 
dicines from  the  fhops  of  the  apothecaries  by 
carelefs  or  wicked  fervants  may  fo  eafily  give 
occafion  to  dreadful  misfortunes  or  crimes,  that 
particular  prudential  regulations  are  thought 
necefTary  in  this  refpect  here.  Every  recipe 
muft  not  only  be  figned  with  the  name  of  the 
phyfician  who  prefcribes  it,  but  muft  alfo  men- 
tion the  patient  for  whom  it  is  prefcribed,  with 
the  day  of  the  month  and  the  year.  To  the 
medicine  a  label  is  affixed,  mentioning,  befides 

this 
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this  date,  the  price  of  the  medicine,  and  the 
name  of  the  apothecary  and  his  fhop.  But  the 
beft  regulation  is,  that  each,  even  the  mod 
fimple  medicine,  muft  be  fealed.  Ail  phy  ficians, 
furgeons,  and  midwives,  who  intend  to  practife 
in  the  ruffian  empire,  muft  undergo  an  examine 
ation  at  the  college  of  medicine,  which  then 
grants  them  a  licence  ;  and  this  licence  mufl  be 
publifhed  in  the  gazette. 

Her  majefty's  care  for  the  public  fecurity 
extended  alfo  to  the  pafllng  of  laws  and  regu- 
lations for  the  prevention  of  dangerous  and  con- 
tagious difeafes,  to  the  infpection  of  damaged 
provifions,  and  a  multitude  of  ordinances  of  like 
nature  ;  but  moft  of  them  fo  much  refemble 
what  are  met  with  in  other  countries,  that  it 
would  be  needlefs  to  give  a  particular  account  of 
them.  This  fubjecl:  then  may  properly  be* 
concluded  by  noticing  one  of  the  molt  important 
and  interefting  of  all  the  regulations  that  belong  - 
to  the  general  fyftem  of  police. 

The  reader  will  recoiled!:,  that  the  publica- 
tion and  enforcement  of  the  decrees  of  the 
fovereign,  according  to  the  before-mentioned 
Inftruction,  is  one  of  the  primary  duties  of  the 
police-office.  For  the  exercife  of  it  the  follow- 
ing remarkable  form  was  prefcribed  by  Catha- 
rine II.  Whenever  a  law,  promulgated  by  the 
d  d  4  autocratic 


408  LirE   OF    THE 

autocratic  authority,  and  fubfcribed  by  her 
imperial  majefty's  own  hand,  or  an  ordinance 
from-  the  places  conftituted  for  that  purpofe,  is 
fent  to  the  police-office,  it  muft  be  entered  in 
the  proper  books,  when,  whence,  and  how  it 
received  this  law.  If  it  be  fent  for  publication, 
then  the  crown  advocate  of  the  police-office 
is  to  be  called,  and  his  legal  opinion  taken : 
if  there  appear  then  any  doubtful  point,  it  muft 
be  reprefented  in  the  place  appointed  -,  but  if 
no  doubt  arife,  then  a  refolution  muft  be  made 
concerning  its  publication.  This  done,  the 
law  muft  firft  be  read  in  the  affembly  of  the 
members  of  the  police-office,  then  with  open 
doors  at  the  prefident  of  the  quarter's  houfe, 
and  at  the  quarter-infpector's  -3  and  hereupon  the 
publication  is  performed. 

The  foregoing  facts  will  probably  be  fuffi- 
cient  for  giving  fome  adequate  notion  of  the 
ftate  of  the  police  in  the  refide.nce,  which,  for 
the  form  and  method,  is  the  fame  in  all  the 
towns  throughout  the  empire ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  will  ferve  to  fhew  the  fpirit  which 
actuated  the  inftitutions  for  which  the  empire  is 
indebted  to  Catharine  II. 
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No.  I. 


Substance  of  the  Treaty  between  the  Courts  of  Peters* 
,     burg  and  Berlin,  ratified  the  \$th  of  April  1764. 

JDY  articles  1  and  2,  a  treaty  of  d-efenfive  alliance,  and  a 
mutual  guarantee,  are  agreed  to,  after  referring  the  liberty 
of  concluding  other  treaties  not  contrary  to  the  prefent. 

3 — 9.  In  cafe  of  a  foreign  attack,  10,000  infantry  and 
2000  cavalry  are  promifed,  three  months  after  the  nril 
requifition,  to  be  continued  till  a  ceffation  of  hoftilities. 
If  thefe  are  not  fufficient,  means  to  be  concerted  to  employ 
additional  force.  The  troops  to  be  paid,  and  furnifhed 
with  ammunition,  by  the  party  affifting  ;  proviiions  and 
quarters  to  be  furnifhed  by  the  affifted.  The  troops  to 
receive  orders  from  their  own  general,  and  to  have  their 
own  religion  and  laws. 

10.  No  peace,  &c.  to  be  concluded  without  mutual 
confent. 

11.  In  cafe  of  war  on  the  part  of  the  affifting  party,  it 
fhall  be  exempted  from  furnifhing  its  quota,  or  {hall  be  at 
liberty  to  withdraw  its  forces,  after  two  months  notice. 

12.  A  free  commerce  between  the  two  ftates. 

i3>  *4« 
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13,  14.  The  treaty  to  be  in  force  eight  years,  and 
renewable  before  the  expiration,  according  to  circumftances. 
Ratifications  to  be  exchanged  in  fix  weeks. 

By  a  fecrtt  article  it  is  engaged  to  maintain  Poland  in 
its  right  of  a  free  election,  and  to  prevent  all  hereditary 
fucceflion. 


No.  II. 

Memorial  of  the  Porte,  delivered  in  March  1764,  to  the 
Foreign  Ministers  at  that  Court,  in  relation  to  the 
future  EleSion  of  a  King  of  Poland. 

<r 

AMICABLE    MEMORIAL. 

NOTICE  has  been  lately  given  to  the  ambafTadors  our 
Friends,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  that 
the  ancient  liberties  of  the  court  of  Poland  mould  not  be 
encroached  upon  by  foreign  courts  ;  that  the  king  of 
Poland,  who  is  to  be  fet  up,  fhould  be  elected  and  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  perfon  of  a  native,  as  by  the  concurrence  of 
the  republic  of  Poland  ;  and  that  no  foreigner  mould  be 
made  king.  Yet  advices  received  from  divers  places  import, 
that  there  is  room  to  think,  that  difturbances  are  railed  in 
Poland  in  order  to  get  a  perfon  fet  by  force  on  the  polifli 
throne,  who  is  fupported  by  certain  powers.  Though  we 
are  not  quite  perfuaded  of  the  reality  of  thefe  advices,  a 
memorial  has  been  delivered  to  each  of  the  minifters  of 
Ruflia,  Germany,  and  Prufiia,  importing,  that  as  the 
Sublime  Porte  takes  it  to  be  honourable  to  maintain  and 
fupport  the  ancient  liberties  of  the  Poles ;  and  as  the  fame 
Sublime  Porte  does  not  cramp  the  election  that  ought  to  be 
made  of  a  king  in  the  perfon  of  a  native  of  the  country ; 

the 
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the  Sublime  Porte  therefore  defires,  that  the  other  powers 
will  likewife  do  honour  to  the  liberties  of  the  Poles,  and 
that  they  will  not  oppofe  the  election  of  a  king  in  the  perfoa 
of  fuch  Piafl  (native)  as  the  Poles  may  judge  eligible.  In 
confequenee,  this  notice  is  given  to  the  ambafiadors  our 
friends. 


No.  III. 

Protest  agdinjl  the  Polish  Diet  ajfemlled  for  the  EleB'ion 
of  a  King,  drawn  up  and  figned  the  'jth  May  1764,  by 
twenty  Senators  ;  to  which  Protejl  forty -five  Nuncies  after- 
wards Jigned  an  A3  of  Adherence. 

1.  THE  diet  cannot  be  held  in  prefence  of  the  foreign 
troops  that  furround  the  city. 

2.  The  fenators  did  not  engage  the  Ruffians  to  come; 
they  gave  no  thanks  for  their  being  fent,  and  have  not  any 
way  given  occafion  for  their  arrival. 

3.  The  Ruffians  have1  committed  an  aft  of  violence  in 
Lithuania,  by  favouring  a  pernicious  confederacy  made  for 
diflurbing  the  public  tranquillity. 

4.  It  is  againft  all  juftice,  that  in  the  memorial  of  the 
Ruffian  minifters,  delivered  to  the  primate  the  4th  inftant, 
the  troops  of  the  crown  are  accufed  of  having  meddled  in 
the  dietines  and  other  public  acts. 

5.  It  is  by  the  unjuft  proceedings  of  the  fame  foreign 
troops,  that  the  general  dietine  of  Pruffia  has  proved 
abortive  ;  and  this  is  another  motive  for  protefting  againft 
this  diet. 

6.  All  good  patriots,  who  love  juftice,  are  invited  to 
unite  for  the  fupport  of  liberty. 

At  the  end  of  this  manifefto  there  is  an  adhefion  to  the 
protefta  of  the  fenators,  figned  by  forty-five  nuncios. 
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No.  IV. 

A  Discourse  addrejfed  by  his  Polish  Majesty  to  the 
Prince  Primate  and  the  Marshal  of  the  Diet,  in  the 
Cathedral  of  Warsaw,  when  he  received  the  Diploma  of 
his  Eleciiony  and  took  the  Oath  ufual  on  that  Occnfion. 

IT  was  not  my  defign  tc  fpeak  in  public  at  this  time  ; 
but,  in  prefenting  mc  with  the  diploma  of  my  election,  that 
folemn  token  of  the  nation's  love,  you,  Mr.  Marechal,  have 
exhorted  the  fovereign  to  fpeak  to  his  people.  Thefe 
words  of  your  difcourfe  oblige  me  to  fpeak,  and  to  difcovev 
the  feelings  that  pafled  within  me,  when  the  moment 
approached  of  taking  the  oath  by  which  I  have  now  bound 
myfelf  in  your  prefence.  Nay,  I  am  even  rejoiced  that  I 
have  now  aijt  occafion  of  fhewing  you,  Mr.  Marechal,  toge- 
ther with  the  fenators  and  ftates  of  the  republic,  my  real 
fentiments,  that  thus  ye  may  judge  whether  my  views, 
principles,  and  actions,  will  in  any  wife  tend  to  fatisfy  your 
tleJires,  and  to  accomplifh  your  hopes. 

When,  by  united  acclamations,  the  refpectable  citizens  of 
this  vail  kingdom  deigned  to  confer  upon  their  equal  the 
dignity  of  monarch,  I  bowed  my  head  with  the  moil  pro- 
found refpect  in  receiving  this  precious  mark  of  the  favour, 
liberty,  raid  unanimity  of  this  great  people. 

After  my  election,  the  impulfe  of  gratitude  led  me  to 
the  fan&uary  to  pay  my  homage  to  the  King  of  kings, 
becaufe  it  is  there  that  he  is  more  peculiarly  plcafcd  with  the 
tribute  of  mortals.  And  now  that  I  am  again  called  to  the 
fame  fanctuary,  it  appeared  to  me,  while  I  was  approaching 
to  it,  that  I  was  called  before  the  throne  of  him  who 
governs  the  univerfe,  and  prelides  over  the  courfe  of  the 
revolving  ages.  At  this  thought  I  was  filled  with  awe  ;  my 
veins  alfo  trembled  when  I  was  obliged  to  pronounce  that 
irrevocable  engagement,  in  coivfecjuence  of  which  the  honour 

and 
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asvii  profperlty  of  the  polifli  nation,  and  the  fafety  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  individuals  that  compofe  it,  are  committed  to 
the  truft  of  one  man  ;  and  I  feel  fo  much  the  more  the  weight 
of  this  ipiportant  truft,  in  that  I  have  long  fhared  with  you 
the  calamities  that  flow  from  that  want  of  order,  union,  and 
vigour,  that  has  clouded  the  luftre  of  this  once  glorious  and 
Sourifhing  kingdom.  I  acknowledge  that,  in  that  folemn 
moment,  a  difcouraging  view  of  the  obligations  I  was  going 
to  contract,  and  a  confeioufnefs  of  my  own  infufficiency  and 
weaknefs,  made  the  deepeft  impreffion  upon  me ;  I  was 
feized  with  a  fort  of  terror  ;  my  voice  loft  its  ufual  tone, 
my  tongue  faultered,  and  the  words  of  the  regal  oath, 
though  dear  to  my  heart,  which  acquiefces  in  them  per- 
fectly, could  not  find  an  utterance  :  but  when  I  turned  my 
eyes  to  you,  Mr.  Primate,  when  I  heard  you  repeat  the 
words  of  -  the  oath,  1  could  not  behold  you  in  any  other 
light  than  as  the  miniiler  of  the  Moft  High,  and  therefore 
thought  it  my  duty  to  fubmit  to  your  guidance.  Since  the 
clamours  of  difcord  and  party-hatred  have  been  reduced  to 
filence  by  your  venerable  prefence  ;  fince  a  multitude  of 
tongues,  which  fpoke  each  a  different  language,  have  become 
all  of  a  fudden,  as  it  were  by  a  miracle,  the  unanimous 
echoes  of  your's  ;  you  muft  certainly  be  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit,  that  fpirit  of  power,  wifdom,  and  truth. 
Hitherto  you  have  been  my  guide.  Be  Hill  my  kind  afllftant 
and  counfellor.  Continue  to  cherifh  and  keep  alive  the 
zeal  and  attachment  of  thofe  loyal  hearts  which  your  good- 
ttefs  and  humanity  gained  over  to  my  caufe.  Let  your 
wifdom  and  resolution  concur  with  my  belt  endeavour  to 
hold  with  dignity,  and  manage  with  prudence,  the  helm  of 
government,  at  which  you  been  charged  by  the  nation  to 
place  me.  As  the  marfhal  of  the  diet  has  been  joined  with 
you  in  this  commiffion,  both  inclination  and  duty  oblige  me 
to  addrefs  myfelf  to  him  alfo  on  this  occafion. 

You  defire  me  to  fpeak,  fir,  and  it  is  with  the  utrnoir. 
^pleafure  that  I  comply  with  this  defirs,     I  thereby  have  an 

oppor- 
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opportunity  of  declaring  that  1  love  and  honour  your 
perfon,  your  virtues,  and  your  talents.  This  declaration  is 
not  the  effect  of  that  warm  gratitude  that  impels  me  to 
fpeak  to  you  at  this  time  ;  it  is  the  effect  of  a  long  obferv- 
ation  of  thofe  qualities  which  have  produced  one  fruit  ; 
and  may  that  fruit  always  prove  agreeable  to  our  dear 
country  !  You,  fir,  are  called  to  appear  before  the  throne, 
as  the  reprefentative  of  that  fpirited  and  refpectable  nobility, 
which  commands  me  to  govern  the  republic  according  to  the 
laws ;  and  it  is  natural,  that  I  mould  be  defirous  of  employ- 
ing the  good  offices  of  one  whofe  perfon  is  fo  agreeable,  and 
whofe  teiHmony  is  fo  weighty  as  yours,  to  afTure  that  nobi- 
lity of  the  fincerity  of  my  refolutions  and  intentions  with 
refpect  to  that  important  object.  Tell  that  nobility,  that  it 
is  my  fixed  purpofe  to  employ  the  remainder  of  my  days, 
and  all  the  means  and  opportunities  that  it  fhall  pleafe  the 
Divine  Providence  to  place  within  the  extent  of  my  power, 
in  anfwering  the  expectations  of  my  dear  countrymen  :  but 
at  the  fame  time  exhort  them,  conjure  them,  to  lend  their 
zealous  fuccours  to  a  fovereign  who  has  their  happinefs  and 
profperity  deeply  at  heart,  and  who  will  never  aim  at  any 
other  object  than  the  public  good.  Where  is  the  perfon 
that  does  not  fee,  and  alfo  feel,  the  diforders  and  calamities 
under  which  the  nation  labours  i  A  difmal  experience 
points  out  too  plainly  the  pernicious  fource  from  whence 
theie,calamities  flow.  Self-intereft  and  envy  have  produced 
difcord,  and  thus  thrown  all  things  into  confufion.  A 
fpirit  of  faction  has  perplexed  our  councils,  and  thus  ren- 
dered impotent  the  natural  initruments  of  our  fafety  and  of 
our  glory  ;  and  thofe  trcafures  that  ought  to  have  been 
employed  in  maintaining  the  vigour  and  fplendour  of  this 
republic,  are  become  the  prey  of  that  fatal  luxury,  whofe 
pernicious  effects  increafe  from  day  to  day.  Let  our  union 
then  heal  thofe  calamities,  which  all  other  means  will  be 
infufficient  to  remove  !  You  know  by  experience,  that  a 
few  tools  of  faction  can  deitroy  with  more  facility  than  the 

«najority 
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majority  can  build.  Let  emulation,  that  ufeFiil  virtue,  that 
feems  to  border  upon  envy,  from  which  nevertheless  it 
differs  extremely,  animate  our  efforts.  Let  us  all  run  the 
noble  race  of  patriotifm,  and  endeavour  to  furpafs  one 
another,  in  aiming  at  true  merit,  and  propofing  to  ourfelves 
no  other  glory  but  that  which  is  acquired  by  ferving  our 
country.  But  to  what  will  amount  the  defires  and  the 
projects  of  feeble  mortals,  if  they  are  not  feconded  by  him 
whofe  word  commands  nations  and  empires  to  rife  or  fall  ? 
Great  God  !  whofe  hand  has  raifed  me  to  the  high  ftation 
I  now  fill,  thou  doeft  nothing  in  vain.  Thou  haft  given 
me  the  crown ;  and  thou  haft  given  me  with  it  an  ardent 
defire  to  reftore  this  kingdom  to  its  former  profperity  and 
grandeur.  Finifh,  therefore,  thy  own  work !  Let  my 
prayer  arife  to  the  throne  of  thee,  by  whom  kings  reign  ! 
Infpire  the  hearts  of  this  people  with  that  zdll  for  the 
public  that  fills  mine  ! 


No.  V. 

Manifesto  publ't/hed  by  the  Court  of  Petersburg,   on 
ocaifion  of  the  Death  of  Prince  Ivan. 

BY  the  grace  of  God,  we  Catharine  the  fecond, 
emprefs  and  fovereign  of  all  the  Ruffias,  &c.  to  all  whom 
thefe  prefents  may  concern. 

When,  by  the  divine  will,  and  in  compliance  with  the 
ardent  and  unanimous  defires  of  our  faithful  fubjects,  we 
afcended  the  throne  of  Ruffia,  we  were  not  ignorant  that 
Ivan,  fon  of  Anthony,  prince  of  Brunfwic-Wolfenbuttle, 
and  the  princefs  Anne  of  Mecklenburgh,  was  ftill  alive. 
This  prince,  as  is  well  known,  was,  immediately  after  his 
birth,  unlawfully  declared  heir  to  the  imperial  crown  of 

Ruffia; 
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Ruffia  j  but,  by  the  decrees  of  Providence,  he  was  foon 
after  irrevocably  excluded  from  that  high  dignity,  and  .the 
fceptre  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  lawful  heirefs,  Elizabeth,, 
daughter  of  Peter  the  great,  our  beloved  aunt  of  glorious 
memory.     After  we  had  afceeded  the  throne,  and  offered 
up  to  heaven  our  juit  thankfgivings,  the  firit  object  that 
employed  our  thoughts,  in  confluence  of  that  humanity 
that  is  natural  to  us,  was  the  unhappy  iituation  of  that 
prince,  who  was  dethroned  by  the  Divine  Providence,  and 
had  been  unfortunate  ever  fince  his  j'rth  ;  and  we  formed 
the  refolution  of  alleviating  his  misfortunes,  as  far  as  was 
poffible.     We  immediately  made  a  viiit  to  him,  in  order  to 
judge  of  his  underitanding  and  talents,  and,  in  confequence 
thereof,  to  procure  him  an  agreeable  and  quiet  iituation, 
fuitable  to  his  character,  and  the  education  he  had  received. 
But  how  great  was  our  furprife,  when,  befides  a  defect  in 
his  utterance,  that  was  uneafy  to  himfelf,  and  rendered  his 
difcourfe  almoft  unintelligible  to  others,  we  obferved  in  him 
a  total  privation  of  fenfe  and  reafon !     Thofe  who  accom- 
panied us  during  this  interview  faw  how  much  our  heart 
fuffered  at  the  view  of  an  object  fo  fitted  to  excite  compaf- 
fion ;  they  were  alfo  convinced  that  the  only  meafure  we 
could  take  to  fuccour  the  unfortunate  prince,  was  to  leave 
him  where  we  found   him,    and   to  procure  him    all  the 
comforts  and  conveniences  that  his  iituation  would  admit  of. 
We  accordingly  gave  our  orders  for  this  purpofe,  though 
the  ftate  he  was  in  prevented  his  perceiving  the  marks  of  our 
^humanity,  or  being  fenfible  of  our  attention  and  care  j  for 
he  knew  nobody,  could  not  diftinguifii  between  good  and 
evil,  nor  did  he  knew  the  ufe  that  might  be  made  of  read- 
ing, to  pafs  the  time  with -kfs  wearinefs  and  difguft :  on  the 
contrary,  he  fought  after  pkafure  in  objects  that  diicovered, 
with  fufficient  evidence,  the  diforder  of  his  imagination. 

To  prevent,  therefore,  ill-  intentioned  perfons  from  giving 
him  any  trouble,  or  from  making  ufe  of  his  name  or  orders 
to  diiturb  the  public  tranquillity,  we  gave  him  a  guard,  and 
placed  about  his  perfor.  two  officers  of  the  garrifon,  in  whofe 

fidelity 
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fidelity  and  integrity  we  could  confide.     Thefe  officers  were 
captain  Vlafiieff  and  lieutenant  Tfchekin,   who,  by  their 
long    military    fervices,    which    had  confiderably    impaired 
their  health,  deferved  a  fuitable  recompence>  and  a  ftation 
m  which  they  might  pafs  quietly  the  reft  of  their  days  ; 
they  were  accordingly  charged  with  the  care  of  the  prince* 
and  were  ftri&ly  enjoined  to  let  none  approach  him.     Yet 
all  thefe  precautions  were  not  fufficient  to  prevent  an  aban- 
boned  profligate  from  committing  at  Schluffclburg,  with 
unparalleled  wickednefs,  and  at  the  r'ifk  of  his  own  life,  an 
outrage,  whofe  enormity  infpires  horror.     A  fecond  lieute° 
nant  of  the  regiment  of  Smolenfko,  a  native  of  the  Ukrafnej, 
named  Bafil  Mirovitch,  grandfon  of  the  firft  rebel  that  fol- 
lowed Mazeppa,  and  a  man  in  whom  the  perjury  of  his 
anceftors  feems  to  have  been  infufed  with  their  blood  ;  this 
profligate,  having  pafTed  his  days  in  debauchery  and  diffi- 
pation,  and  being  thus  deprived  of  all  honourable  means  of 
advancing  his  fortune  ;  having  alfo  loft  fight  of  what  he 
owed  to  the  law  of  God,  and  of  the  oath  of  allegiance  he 
had  taken  to  us  ;  and  knowing  prince  Ivan  only  by  name;, 
without  any  knowledge  either  of  his  bodily  or  mental  qua= 
lities }  took  it  into  his  head  to  make  ufe  of  this  prince  to 
advance  his  fortune  at  all  events,  without  being  reftrained 
by  the  eonfideration  of  the  bloody  fcene   that  fuch   an> 
attempt  was  adapted  to  occafiom     In  order  to  execute  this 
deteftable,   dangerous,   and   defperate   project,  he  defired, 
during  our  abfence  in  Livonia,  to  be  upon  guard,  out  of 
his  turn,  in  the  fortrefs  of  Schluifelburg,  where  the  guard 
is  relieved  every  eight  days  ;  and  the  15th  of  laft  month* 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  all  of  a  fudden  called, 
up  the  main  guard,  formed  it  into  a  line,  and  ordered  the 
foldiers  to  load  with  ball.     BerednikofF,  governor  of  the 
fortrefs,  hav:'ng  heard  a  noife,  came  out  of  his  apartment, 
and  aflced  Mirovitch  the  reafon   of  this  difturbance,    but 
received  no  other  anfwer  from  this  rebel  than  a  blow  on  the 
head  with  the  butt-end  of  his  mufket.     Mirovitch,  having 
vol.  n.  E  e  wounded 
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wounded  and  arretted  the  governor,  led  on  his  troop  with 
fury,  and  attacked  with  fire-arms  the   handful   of  foldiers 
that  guarded  prince  Ivan.     But  he  was  fo  warmly  received 
by  thofe  foldiers  under  the   command  of  the  two  officers 
mentioned  above,  that  he  was  obliged  to  retire.     By  a  par- 
ticular direction  of  that  Providence  that  watche?  over  the 
life  of  man,  there  was  that  night  a  thick  mill:,  which,  toge- 
ther with  the  inward  form  and  fituation  of  the  fortrefs,  had 
this  happy  effeel:,  that  not  one  individual  was  either  killed 
or  wounded.     The  bad  fuccefs  of  this  firft  attempt  could 
not  engage  this  enemy  of  the  public  peace  to  defift  from  his 
rebellious  purpofe.     Driven   on    by   rage   and  defpair,   he 
ordered  a  piece  of  cannon  to  be  brought  from  one  of  the 
baftions,  which  order  was  immediately  executed.     Captain 
Vlaffieff  and  his   lieutenant   Tichekin,    feeing  that   it  was 
impoffible  to  refill  fuch  a  fuperior  force,  andconfidering  the 
unhappy  coniequences  that  mutt  enlue  from  the  deliverance 
of  a  perfon  that  was  committed  to  their  care,  and  the  effu- 
fion  of  innocent  blood  that  mutt  follow  from   the  tumult* 
it  was  adapted  to  excite,  took,  after  deliberating  together, 
the  only  ftep  that  they  thought  proper  to  maintain  the  public 
tranquillity,  which  Mas  to  cut  fhort  the  days  of  the  unfor- 
tunate prince.     Coufidering  alfo,  that  if  they  fet  at  liberty 
a  priioner,  whom  this  defperate  party  endeavoured  to  force 
with  fuch  violence  out  of  their  hands,  they  ran  the  rilk  of 
being  punifhed  according  to  the  rigour  of  the  laws,  they 
aflaffinated  the  prince,  without  being  reftrained  by  the  appre- 
henlion  of  being  put  to  death  by  a  villain  reduced  to  defpair. 
The  monfter  (Mirovitch),   feeing  the  dead  body  of  the 
prince,  was  fo  confounded  and  ftruck  at  a  fight  he  fo  little 
expected,    that  he  acknowledged,    that   very  inftant,    his 
temerity  and  his  guilt,  and  difcovered  his  repentance  to  the 
troop  which  about  an  hour  before  he  had  feduced  from  their 
duty,  and  rendered  the  accomplices  of  his  crim<?. 

Then  it  was,  that  the  two  officers,  who  had  nipped  this 
rebellion  in  the  bud,  joined  with  the  governor  of  the  fortrefs, 

in 
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m  fecuring  the  perfon  of  this  rebel,  and  in  bringing  back 
the  foldiers  to  their  duty.  They  alfo  fent  to  our  privy 
counfellor  Panin,  under  whofe  orders  they  a£led,  a  relation 
of  this  event,  which,  though  unhappy,  has  neverthdefs^ 
under  the  protection  of  Heaven,  been  the  occafion  of  pre- 
venting ftill  greater  calamities.  This  fenator  difpatched 
immediately  lieutenant-colonel  Kafchkin,  with  fufficient 
inftrudtions  to  maintain  the  public  tranquillity,  to  prevent 
diforder  on  the  fpot,  (z.  e.  where  the  aflaffination  was  com- 
mitted,) and  fent  us,  at  the  fame  tirrife,  a  courier  with 
a  circumftantial  account  of  the  whole  affair.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this,  we  ordered  lieutenant  general  Weymarn,  of 
the  divifion  of  St.  Peterfburg,  to  take  the  neceffary  inform- 
ations upon  the  fpot ;  this  he  has  done,  and  has  fent  us 
accordingly  the  interrogatories,  depofitions,  and  the  confef. 
lion  of  the  villain  himfelf,  who  has  acknowledged  his 
guilt. 

Senfible  of  the  enormity  of  his  crime,  and  of  its  confe- 
quences  with  regard  to  the  peace  of  our  country,  we  have 
referred  the  whole  affair  to  the  confideration  of  our  fenate, 
which  we  have  ordered,  jointly  with  the  fynod,  to  invite  the 
three  firft  claffes,  and  the  preiidents  of  all  the  colleges,  to 
hear  the  verbal  relation  of  general  Weymarn,  who  has  taken 
the  proper  informations  ;  to  pronounce  fentence  in  confe- 
quence  thereof;  and,  after  that  fentence  has  been  figned,  to 
prefent  it  to  us  for  our  confirmation  of  the  fame. 

The  original  is  figned  by  her  imperial  majefty's  own 
hand.  CATHARINE] 

Copy  of  a  Declaration  delivered  on  the  ^th  of  November 
1766,  to  the  King  and  Republic  of  Poland,  by 
Mr.  Wroughton,  the  British  Minister  ^Warsaw, 
in  behalf  of  the  Dissidents  of  that  Kingdom. 

HIS  britannic  majefty,  ever  excited  by  reafonablc  defires 

of  protecting  by  all  methods  the  chriftian  proteftants,  eipe- 

£  B  2  cially 
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cially  thofe  who,  by  virtue  of  particular  conventions,  have 
a  right  to  expect  his  affiftance,  finds  himfelf  obliged  to 
repeat  his  prefTing  reprefentations  in  favour  of  that  opprefled 
part  of  the  poliih  nation,  known  by  the  name  of  Dilfidents  ; 
wherefore  the  underfigned,  in  conformity  to  frefh  orders 
from  the  king,  his  moft  gracious  fovereign,  has  the  honour 
to  reprefent  to  you,  fir,  and  to  the  republic  of  Poland, 
that  his  britannic  majefty,  befides  the  many  folid  motives 
of  juftice  and  humanity,  which  give  him  reafon  to  hope 
for  a  happy  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  negotiations  relative  to 
this  affair,  finding  himfelf  compelled,  by  a  {trier,  alliance 
with  the  courts  of  Petersburg,  Berlin,  and  Copenhagen,  to 
intereil  himfelf  in  behalf  of  the  Diifidents,  in  all  the  forms 
of  law,  and  in  quality  of  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of 
Oliva,  wifh.es  that,  in  the  prefent  diet,  this  virtuous  but 
unhappy  part  of  the  polifh  fubjec~ts  may  be  re-eftablifhed,  as 
members  of  the  ftate,  in  the  pofleffion  of  their  rights  and 
privileges,  as  well  as  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their 
mode  of  worfhip,  which  every  one  knows  belonged  to  them 
before  the  figning  of  the  faid  treaty  of  Oliva.  At  the  fame 
time  his  britannic  majefty  confiders  how  great  is  the  con- 
nection between  the  interefts  even  of  the  republic  and  the 
juftice  of  this  affair,  as  well  as  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
kingdom ;  laws  which  were  not  only  obferved  for  two 
centuries,  but  renewed  by  treaties  with  the  northern  powers, 
fo  foleinn,  that  they  do  not  permit  the  leaft  alteration  to  be 
undertaken,  unlefs  with  the  general  confent  of  the  contract- 
ing parties.  For  thefe  caufes  his  britannic  majefty,  filled 
with  confidence  of  the  equity  and  penetration  of  his  polifh 
majefty,  who,  from  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  has  given  fo 
many  teltimonies  of  zeal  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  and 
of  love  towards  the  adminiitration  of  juftice  in  the  republic, 
has  not  the  leaft  doubt  that  his  juft  defires  will  no  longer  be 
oppofed  by  references  to  inefficacious  conftitutions,  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  midfl  of  inteftine  troubles,  contradicted  by  the 
formal  proteftations  and  exprefs  declarations  on  the  part  of 

foreign  powers. 

Although 
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Although    the   rights    and  privileges  of  the    Diflidents 
are  founded  on  a  doftrine,  whofe  principles  of  charity  and 
benevolence  make  it  characleriftical  of  chriftiar.ity  ;  and  the 
divinity  of  its  inftitutor,  who  firft  preached  it,  renders  it 
ftill  lefs  a  matter  of  doubt ;  yet  it  is  this  religion,  of  which 
the  exercife   is  difturbed,  and  of  which  its  profefTors  are 
excluded  from  all  honourable  employments,  and  deprived  of 
all  means    of   ferving  their  country.     Neverthelefs,    their 
rights  and  privileges  have  been  confirmed  to  them  by  many 
ordinances  of  the  kingdom,    fettled  by  fo   many  treaties, 
fupported  on  foundations  fo  facred  and  fo  evident  to  the 
eyes  of  all   nations,    that  the   underfigned  minifter   of  a 
monarch  who  preferves  towards  the  republic  the  fincereft 
fentiments  of  friendfhip,  and  of  inclination  to  give  proofs 
of  them  on  every  occafion,  flatters  himfelf,  that  the  media- 
tion of  the  king  his  rnafter  will  produce  the  effects  which  he 
may  naturally  promife   himfelf;   that  the  wifdom  of  the 
nation  affembled  will  afford  a  remedy  to  the  evils  which  rend 
the  Hate,  and  opprefs  the  Diflidents  ;  and  that,  with  regard 
to  things  eccleiiaftical  and  civil,  they  may  be  re-eftablifhed 
in   the  fituation  they  were  in  before  the  treaty  of  Oliva. 
As  to  the  reft,  the  fincere  wifhes  of  his  britannic  majefty 
for  the  glory  of  the  king  of  Poland,  and  for  the  profperity 
of  the  republic,  are  fo  notorious,  that  it  would  be  ufelefs  to 
give  frefli  aflurances  of    them.      In  the   meanwhile,   the 
underfigned  cannot  avoid  reiterating  them,  as  an  incontefl- 
able  proof  of  their  reality. 

(Signed)  WROUGHTON. 
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No.  VI. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  of  her  Imperial  Majesty  of  all  the 
Russias,  to  his  Excellency  Count  Vladimir  Orloff, 
DirecJor  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Petersburg. 

Mons.  Count  Orloff, 

HAVING  been  informed,  that  in   the  fummer  of  the 
year  1769,  the  planet  Venus  will  pafs  over  the  fun,  I  write 
you  this  letter,  that  you  may  acquaint  the  academy  of  fciences 
on  my  part,   I.  That  it  is  my  plcafure  that   the  academy 
mould  procure  the  obfervations  to  be  made  with  the  utmoft 
care  ;  and  that  I  defire,  in  confequence,  to  know,   2.  which 
are  the  mod  advantageoufly  fituated  places  of  the  empire 
that  the  academy  has  dellined  for  this  obfervation  ;  to  the 
end  that,  in  cafe  it  mould  be  necedary  to  erect,  any  buildings, 
workmen,  Sec.  may  be  fent,  and  proper  meafures  be  taken. 
3.  That  if  there  be  not  a  fufficient  number  of  aftronomers 
in  the  academy  for  completing  the  obfervations  in  the  places 
pitched  upon  by  the  academy,  I  propofe,  and  take  upon  me 
to  find  out,  among  my  marine  fubje&s,  fuch  as,  during  the 
interval  between  the  prefent  time  and  the  tranfit  of  Venus, 
may  be  perfected  in  the  habit  of  obferving  under  the  eyes 
of  the  profefTors,  fo  as  to  be  employed  to  advantage  in  this 
expedition,  and  to  the  fatisfaction  of  the  academy.     You 
will,  Mr.  Count,  tranfm'f.   me  the  anfwer  of  the  -academy, 
with  its  full  opinion  about  every  thing  above,  that  I  may 
give  orders  for  the  whole  without  lofs  of  time. 

CATHARINE. 
Mofo,  3  March  1767. 


Corr 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  M.  Ramoffsky  of  the  Imperial 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Petersburg,  to  Mr.  Short  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  London. 

Sir, 

I  expected  your  letter  impatiently,  and  received  it  the 
1  * th  of  October.  We  were  Somewhat  in  doubt  as  to  our 
anfwering  the  views  of  our  fovereign,  till  the  arrival  of 
your  letter,  which  diffipated  our  uneafmefs  in  reSpect  of  the 
inftruments.  Judge  yourfelf,  fir,  how  Satisfactory  it  was  to 
us  to  undcrftand  that  you  would  take  upon  you  to  procure 
us  the  neceflary  inftruments,  and,  moreover,  to  give  us 
your  advice  how  to  proceed  Successfully  in  this  important 
obfervation. 

I  thank  you,  fir,  in  the  name  of  the  academy,  and  on 
my  account  especially,  hoping  a  more  favourable  occafion 
of  teftifying  my  obligations.  At  prefent,  I  refer  to  your 
judgment  the  meafures  the  academy  has  taken  with  relation 
to  the  tranfit  of  Venus. 

Purfuantto  her  imperialmajefty's  orders,  in  a  letter  to  his 
excellency  count  Vladimir  OrlofF,  director  of  the  academy, 
the  copy  whereof  I  herewith  fend  you  ;  the  academy  having 
represented,  that  the  propereft  places  in  the  ruffian  empire 
for  the  obfervation  of  the  duration  of  the  tranfit,  are  Kola, 
and  the  parts  near  it,  and  for  the  exit,  the  borders  of  the 
cafpian  fea,  has  befeeched  her  majefty  to  be  pleafed  to  fend 
two  obfervers  to  the  north,  and  two  to  the  Cafpian.  The 
ftations  named  by  the  academy  are  Kola,  Solowetfkoi 
monaftir,  Aftrakhan,  and  Orenburg.  The  emprefs,  in 
accordance  to  the  representations  of  the  academy,  appre- 
henfive  of  the  precarious  ftate  of  the  weather,  at  the  end  of 
May,  at  Kola  and  thereabouts,  has  been  pleafed  to  distri- 
bute four  other  obfervers  among  thofe  quarters.  The 
academy,  availing  itfelf  of  the  high  protection  her  imperial 
majefty  has  deigned  to  extend  to  this  enterprife,  has  deter- 
£  £  4-  mined 
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mined  one  to  Yakoutfk,  where  the  duration  will  not  be 
z\  lefs  than  at   Kola,  Torneao,  and  Cajancburg. 

Mr.  Wargentin  has  informed  me,  that  Mr.'  Mallet  of 
Upfal  is  preparing  for  Torneao,  and  Mr.  Planmann  for  his 
former  Cajaneburg  ;  fo  that  this  country  will  be  fo  fecure  in 
fuch  a  multiplicity  of  obfervers,  that  it  may  be  well  hoped 
that  fome  ftation  or  other  will  not  fail  of  affording  a  complete 
obfervation  of  this  phenomenon. 

St.  Peter/burg,  23  October  1767. 


No.  VII. 

Manifesto  of  the  Grand  Signior,  concerning  the  War- 
declared  by  his  Highness  cgainjlthe  Empress  of  Russia, 
delivered  the  30th  of  QSoher  1767,  to  the  Foreign 
Ministers  refding  at  Constantinople. 

IT  may  clearly  be  feen  by  what  follows,  that  the  Sublime 
Porte  has  ftrictly  obferved  the  articles  of  the  peace  efla- 
bliihed  between  this  empire  and  the  court  of  Ruffia, 
who,  on  the  contrary,  has  infringed  them  in  many 
inftances. 

The  court  of  Ruffia,  againft  the  faith  of  treaties*  has 
not  defifted  from  building  various  fortreffes  on  the  frontiers 
of  the  two  ftates,  and  has  provided  them  with  troops  and 
.ammunition. 

In  the  year  T177  (or  1763),-  on  the  death  of  Auguifus 
the  third,  king  of  Poland,  the  republic  of  Poland,  intend- 
ing, according  to  the  fyftem,  of  the  polifli  liberty,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  a  king,  the  court  of  Ruffia  fet  up 
for  a  king  a  private  polifli  officer,  in  whofe  family  there  had 
pever  been  any  king,  and  to  whom  loyalty  was  not  becom- 
ing ;  and  has,  by  fiding  with  this  king,  intruded  on   and 

traverfe4j 
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^raverfed,  againfl  the  will  of  the  republic,  all  the  affairs  of 
the  Poles.  The  Porte  having  given  notice  of  this  to  the 
ruffian  refident,  he  declared  that  the  republic  of  Poland 
having  required  a  certain  number  of  troops  to  protect  its  own 
liberty,  6000  horfe  and  1000  kofaks  were  granted  for  that 
purpofe,  who  had  neither  cannon  nor  ammunition  with  them, 
and  were  to  be  under  the  command  of  the  republic,  and 
that  there  was  not  a  fingle  ruffian  foldier  above  that  number 
in  Poland.  Yet,  when  he  was  afked,  fome  time  after,  why 
the  court  of  Ruffia  had  fent  more  troops  into  Poland,  and 
why  violence  had  been  ufed  on  the  election  of  Poniatofsky, 
fon  of  one  of  the  grandees  of  Poland,  the  faid  refident 
affured,  by  a  writing  figned  with  his  hand,  that  his  court 
had  not  declared  for  any  perfon,  nor  had  ever  made  ufe  of 
violent  means  for  the  election  of  any  one  whatfoever.  Not- 
withftanding  this  affurance  and  declaration,  the  court  of 
Ruffia  has  been  continually  fending  troops,  cannon,  and 
ammunition,  under  the  command  of  its  own  generals,  who 
continued  to  attack  the  polifh  liberty,  and  put  to  death 
thofe  who  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  perfon  that  themfelves 
had  not  elected  for  their  king,  and  who  was  not  the  fon  of 
a  king  ;  flopping  them,  with  clamour  and  violence,  of  their 
goods  and  eftates.  Such  a  conduct  being  productive  of 
confufion  in  the  good  order  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  he  was 
given  to  underfland  that,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
articles  of  the  old  and  new  imperial  capitulations,  the  court 
of  Ruffia  mufl  orcler  her  troops  to  evacuate  Poland  ;  this 
the  faid  refident  pfomifed  by  feveral  memorials  figned  ;  but 
this  promife  has  not  been  fulfilled.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
Sublime  Porte  received  advice,  that  fome  ruffian  troops  had 
been  fent  to  Balta,  (one  of  the  muffulman  frontiers,)  with 
fome  artillery,  and  had  unexpectedly  attacked  the  mufful- 
mans,  and  maffacred  upwards  of  a  thoufand  perfons,  men, 
women,  and  children. 

The  Sublime  Porte,  having  again  demanded  fatisfaction 
from  the  court  of  Ruffia  for  this  outrage,  which,  againfl 
the  tenor  of  treaties,  had  been  committed  with  artillery ; 

and 
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and  the  khan  of  Krimca  having  alfo  demanded 
for  the  fame,  the  faid  court  denied  the  fact,  alleging  that 
the   Haydamn>  line   fome  damage,  but   that  care 

would  be  taken  to  punilh  thein  ;  although  it  ij  notoriou* 
the  Haydamacks  never  make  ufe  of  cannon  nor  bombs 
in  their  irruptions.  The  Sublime  Porte,  notwithstanding, 
ftill  perfifted  in  requiring  fatisfacb'on  for  fuch  a  conduct,  and 
ftill  demanded  the  reaibn  why  the  court  of  Ruflia  would 
not,  thefe  three  years  pad,  withdraw  its  troops  from 
Poland,  fince  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  concluded  in  1 133 
(1719),  and  that  of  1152  (1738),  ftipulate,  "  That  as 
often  as  any  event  fhall  happen,  capable  of  difturbihg  the 
perpetual  peace  of  the  two  empires,  they  fhould  proceed 
ipfo  fado  to  the  means  of  terminating  them  in  an  amicable 
manner ;"  neverthelefs  the  outrages  and  devaftations  at 
Balta  have  been  denied,  and  the  punifhment  of  thofe  who 
had  the  boldnefs  to  be  guilty  of  them,  has  been  poftponed 
and  even  nen-Jefted.  The  filence  itfelf  of  the  ruffian  refident, 
who  having  been  invited  to  come  to  the  Porte  to  anfwer  for 
this  proceeding,  and  to  declare  what  his  court  meant  by  ftill 
keeping  its  troops  in  Poland,  proves  the  infraction  of  the 
treaty.  At  laft  he  was  afked  definitively,  whether,  accord- 
ing' to  the  ancient  and  new  treaties,  which  fubfift  between 

o 

the  two  empires,  the  court  of  Ruffia  would  defift  from 
meddling  with  the  affairs  of  Poland,  under  pretence  of 
guarantee  and  promife  :  he  replied,  that  his  full  power  was 
limited,  and  that  he  could  not  anfwer  thereupon,  fince  that 
article  was  known  to  his  court  only.  Such  a  behaviour 
plainly  demonftrates  that  the  above-mentioned  power  thinks 
proper  to  take  upon  itfelf  the  infraction  of  treaties  ;  there- 
fore it  is,  that  the  illuftrious  doctors  of  the  law  have  given 
by  fetras  (or  legal  fentences)  their  anfwers,  that,  "  accord- 
ing to  the  exigency  of  juftice,  it  was  necefTary  to  make  war 
again  ft  the  Mufcovites :"  an  opinion  that  has  been  unani- 
moufly  confirmed.  Thus  the  arreft  of  the  faid  refident 
being  become  necefTary,  we  give  by  thefe  prefents  notice 
to  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  that  the  faid  refident  fhall  be 

guarded 
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guarded  in  the  cattle  of  the  Seven  Towers  ;  and  that,  during 
the  whole  time  that  this  tranfaflion  has  laded,  the  Sublime 
Porte  has  done  nothing  that  might  break  the  iriendfhip,  nor 
any  thing  contrary  to  the  articles  of  the  treaties  concluded 
between  the  two  empires,  &c. 


The  Declaration  of  the  Imperial  Court  of  Russia  to 
the  Covkts  of  Europe,  upon  the  Arrejl  of  its  Mmijler 
rejldent  at  Constantinople. 

HER  imperial  majefly,  in  taking  a  part  in  the  tranfadtions 
of  the  republic  of  Poland,  as  humanity  on  one  fide,  and 
the  obligations  of  her  crown  on  the  other,  had  prompted 
her,  was  no  lefs  careful  to  conduct  herfelf  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  not  to  give  any  umbrage  to  a  jealous  and  powerful  neigh- 
bour :  every  part  of  her  conduct  was  public ;  and  fhe  had 
likewife  a  particular  attention  to  communicate  in  confidence 
to  the  ottoman  Porte  her  resolutions  upon  every  ftep  fhe 
took,  and  the  conduct  (he  intended  to  obferve.,  till  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  that  kingdom  was  entirely  re-eftablifhed. 
But  the  enemies  to  the  peace  of  thefe  two  empires  were  not 
wanting  to  blacken  at  the  Porte  all  the  actions  of  her  impe- 
rial majefty,  and  to  fow  there  the  feeds  of  difcord  by  the 
mo  ft    falfe    imputations.      The    Porte,    reftrained   by    the 
upright  conduct  the  court  of  Ruffia  continued  to  maintain 
towards  them,  liftened,  but  it  was  with  caution,  to  the 
'calumny  that  was  fpread.     Some  attention  to  the  affairs  of 
Poland,  and  an  impartial  examination  of  what  Ruffia  had 
done,  compared  with  the  overtures  made  by  that  court  at 
the  Porte,  had  difpelled  all  fufpicion,  and  the  public  tran- 
quillity feemed  to  be  no  more  threatened.     The  common 
enemies,  however,   repeated  their  infinuations  with  more 
rage  and  audacity  than  ever,  to  impofe  upon  the  credulity  of 
the  turkifh  nation,  and  infufed  a  fpirit  of  difcontent  among 
*hem,  which  called  for  the  notice  of  government ;  for  it 

had 
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had  forced  its  way  even   into  the  feraglio.     The  change  in 
the  miniftry,  brought  about  by  thefe  events,  foon  produced 
a  revolution  in  the  fyftem  of  peace,  equally  dear  to  both 
nations.     The    new  vizir,   upon    his    advancement,  imme- 
diately fent  for  Mr.  Obrefkoi,  her  imperial  majefty's  refi- 
dent  at  the  Porte,  and,  after  having  caufed  to  be  read  in 
his  prefence  a  declaration  full  of  heavy  charges  againft  his 
court,  part  of  which  have  already  been  invalidated  by  the 
moil  fair  and  candid  explanations,  and  others  that  had  never 
cxifted,  or  were  ever  thought  of,  the  vizir  prefled  him  to 
fign  immediately,  under  the  guarantee  of  the  allies  of  hi» 
fovereign,    fome    very    offenfive    conditions,    in    regard    to 
which  there  never  had  been  made  the  leaft  propofal  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  operations  in  Poland.     Thefe  con- 
ditions, very  derogatory  to   the  honour  and  glory  of  an 
emprefs  accuftomed  to  receive  no  law,  propofed  in  a  tone 
and  form  repugnant  to  the  freedom  of  negotiation  adopted 
by  every  power,  were  attended  with  the  alternative  of  an 
immediate  rupture  of  the  perpetual  peace  between  the  two 
empires.     The    ruffian   mim'fter,  confident   of  the    upright 
intentions  of  his  court,  and  confeious  of  the  probity  of  his 
own    conduct,    as    having    fulfilled  the    duties   of    a    long 
miniftry,  was  incapable  of  unworthily  degrading  his  court 
and  his  own  character  by  a  humiliating  engagement,  and 
which  would  have  exceeded  the  power  and  commiffion  of 
any  minifter,  let  them  be  ever  fo  extenfive  ;  he  gave  there- 
fore a-pofitive  tefufal,  as  became  his  honour  and  his  duty  ; 
and  the  refolution  of  the  divan,  which  followed  immedi- 
ately after,,  was  to  art-eft  him,  and  part  of  his  retinue,  and 
carry  him  to  the   caftle  of  the  Seven  Towers.     It  would 
be  needlefs  for  the  imperial  court  of  Ruffia  to  dwell  any 
longer  upon  this  event,  or  to  enter  here  into  an  examination 
of  it.     The  faft  fpeaks  for  itfelf.     The  honour  and  glory 
of  her  imperial  majefty — the  regard  to  her  empire,  point 
out  the  part  it  is  right  for  her  to  take.     Confiding  in  the 
juftice  of  her  caufe,  fhe  appeals  to  all  chriftian  courts  on  the 

fituation 


APPENDIX,    NO.  Yir.  459 

zituation  fhe  finds  herfelf  in  with  regard  to  the  common 
enemy  of  chriftianity,  certain  as  fhe  is,  that  her  conduct, 
will  meet  with  equal  approbation  from  each  of  them,  and 
that  fhe  fhall  have  the  advantage  to  join  to  the  divine  pro- 
jection the  juft  afliftance  of  her  friends,  and  the  good 
wifhe.s  of  all  Christendom*. 


No.  VIII. 

//   Letter  from   M.   De  Voltaire,    to   the    Russian 

Ambassador  at  Paris. 

I  SEE  by  the  letters  which  her  imperial  majefty  and 
ycur  excellency  honour  me  with,  how  greatly  your  nation  is 
riling,  while  I  am  afraid  that,  in  fome  refpefts,  ours  is 
beginning  to  degenerate.  The  emprefs  deigns  herfelf  to 
translate  that  chapter  of  Belifarius,  which  fome  college* 
fellows  traduce  at  Paris.  We  fhould  be  overwhelmed  with 
ihaine  and  fcorn,  if  all  the  men  of  worth,  of  whom  there  is 
a  great  number  in  Fiance,  did  not  firongly  ftand  up  againft 
the  egregious  fcandal  of  the  times.  Folly,  ignorance,  and 
envy,  there  will  always  be  in  any  country ;  but  then  there 
will  alfo  be  in  it  fcience  and  gocd  tafte.  I  dare  even  aver' 
to  you  that,  in  general,  our  principal  military,  and,  as  to 
what  concerns  the  counfel,  our  counfellors  of  ftate,  and  the 
matters  of  requells,  are  more  enlightened  than  they  were  in 
the  fhining  age  of  Lewis  the  fourteenth.  Great  talents  are 
ftill  rare ;  but  fcience  and  reafon  are  more  common  thaa 
they. 

I  fee  with  pleafure  that  there  is  forming  in  Europe  an 
immenfe  republic  of  cultivated  underftandings.  The  light 
diffufes  and  communicates  itfelf  on  all  fides.  I  have  thing* 
come  to  me  from  the  north  that  aftonifh  me.     Within  thefe 

laft 
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Iaft  fifteen  years  there  lias  been  operated  a  revolution  in  the 
human  underftanding,  that  will  form  a  great  epoch.  The 
outcries  of  the  pedants  proclaim  the  approach  of  this 
great  change,  as  the  croaking  of  the  crows  forebodes  fair 
weather. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  book  of  M.  de  la  Riviere,  which 
you  do  me  the  honour  of  mentioning  to  me  ;  but  can  hardly 
believe  that  the  author,  while  avoiding  the  faults  into 
which  M.  de  Montefquieu  may  have  fallen,  has  gone  beyond 
him  in  thofe  points  in  which  that  mining  genius  is  in  the 
right.  I  mall  fend  for  his  book ;  and  in  the  meanwhile 
congratulate  the  author  on  his  being  fo  near  fuch  a  fove- 
reign  and  emprefs,  who  patronizes  all  the  talents  in  fo- 
reigners, and  whofe  maternal  care  gives  birth  to  them  in  her 
own  dominions.  But  it  is  you  whom  I  efpecially  congratu-" 
late  on  reprefenting  her  fo  worthily  at  Paris. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


No.  IX. 
Counter-Declaration  of  the  Court  of  Warsaw. 

THE  underwritten  minifters  of  the  king  and  republic  of 
Poland,  having  laid  before  his  majefty  the  declarations  given 
in  on  the  iSth  and  26th  of  September,  by  the  minifters 
from  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Petersburg,  and  Berlin  ;  and  his 
majefty  having  taken  the  advice  of  his  fenate  thereupon,  the 
underwritten  are  commanded  to  make  the  following  anfwer 
thereto : 

The  difmterefted  and  fuccefsful  pains  of  her  majefty  the 
emprefs  of  all  the  Rufllas,  to  preferve  tranquillity  in  Poland 
during  the  laft  interregnum,  and  promote  the  free  election 
Of  the  reigning  king,  univerfally  recognized  ;  the  concur- 
rence 
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fence  of  tire  king  of  Pruflia  in  the  fame  defigns  ;  and  the 
fyftem  of  neutrality  at  that  time  adopted  by  the  emprefs- 
queeh  ;  are  circumftances  which,  appreciated  as  they  ought 
to  be  by  the  king,  will  never  be  effaced  from  his  memory  or 
heart.  • 

The  king  is  happy  in  feeing  the  regulations  and  internal 
dlabliihments  of  the  diets,  immediately  fucceeding  the  death 
of  Auguftus  III.  declared  "  ufeful  and  falutary"  by  the 
three  powers  :  he  would  ever  wilh  the  emanations  of  the 
fovereign  power  of  the  republic  to  be  regarded  with  a  favour- 
able  eye  by  all  his  neighbours. 

All  Europe  is  long  lince  informed  of  the  original  and 
fucceffive  caufes  of  the  prefent  troubles  in  Poland  :  all 
Europe  knows,  that  the  king,  and  the  foundeft  part  of  the 
nation,  exerted  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent  the  rife 
and  Hop  the  pfpgreTs  of  them  ;  unfortunately  thefe  efforts 
have  been  unfuccefsful ;  and  certainly  the  confequences  have 
been  dreadful.  The  fupreme  and  legal  authority  of  the 
ftate  has  been  denied  by  fome  ;  anarchy  has  fpread  itftlf 
over  the  provinces  ;  all  Poland  has  been  impoverifned, 
ravaged,  trodden  under  foot,  as  well  by  her  own  citizens, 
as  by  foreign  troops :  (he  has  felt,  and  all  Europe  has  feen, 
thofe  fufFerings  proportioned  to  the  length  of  time  thefe 
troops  have  bten  in  the  country,  the  orders  of  their  refpecl- 
ive  courts,  and  the  manner  in  which  their  orders  have  been 
put  in  execution. 

In  a  word,  five  years  of  fcourge  and  defolation  have  ruined 
this  country,  and  make  the  return  of  peace  a  matter  of 
urgent  and  indifpenfable  neceffity. 

The  engagements  entered  into  by  the  three  powers,  to 
co-operate  in  eflecluating  this  great  work,  appeared,  there- 
fore, full  of  humanity,  and  would  have  been  regarded  by 
the  king  with  the  livelieft  gratitude,  if  the  latter  part  of 
their  declaration  had  left  room  for  any  fentiment  but  thofe 
of  the  utmoft  furprife  and  the  moll  profound  grief. 

Thefe 
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Thefc  courts  pretend  confiderable  claims  on  the  unhappy 
Poland :  a  plan  of  indemnification,  the  adtual  and  effectual 
feizure  of  equivalents,  are  avowed. 

The  Uriel  attention  of  the  king  and  republic  to  fulfil  all 
their  engagements  with  thefe  powers  ;  the  laws  of  good 
neighbourhood  fo  religioufly  obferved  by  Poland  ;  the 
manner,  fo  friendly  and  full  of  regard,  in  which  the  king 
has  reprefented,  on  fo  many  occafions,  the  different  fubjefts  of 
complaint  he  had  unfortunately  had  againfl  his  neighbours  ; 
the  prefent  fituation  of  Poland,  fo  worthy  in  all  refpe&s  of 
the  compaffion  of  generous  and  fenfible  minds ;  all  mould 
have  fecured  to  him  the  return  of  mutual  good-will,  and 
protected  him  for  ever  from  enterprifes  fo  injurious  to  his 
rights  and  the  legality  of  his  pofTefhons. 

The  rights  of  the  republic  to  all  her  provinces  have  every 
poffible  mark  of  folidity  and  authenticity  ;  an  uninterrupted 
poffeffion  of  many  ages,  avowed  and  maintained  by  the  moft 
folemn  treaties,  and  particularly  by  thofe  of  Velaw  and 
Oliva,  guaranteed  by  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  by  the  crowns 
of  France,  England,  Spain,  and  Sweden  ;  by  the  treaty  of 
1686",  with  Ruffia  ;  by  the  exprefs  and  recent  declarations 
of  this  laft  power  ;  by  thofe  of  Prufiia  in  1 764  ;  and  laftly, 
by  treaties  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  ftill  in  full  force  and 
vigour  ;  on  thefe  foundations  the  rights  of  the  republic  are 
grounded. 

The  court  of  Warfaw  contents  itfelf  with  barely  point- 
ing them' out  at  prefent,  referring  the  right  of  fupporting 
them  by  proofs  more  ample  and  particular  in  time  and 
place. 

What  titles  can  the  three  powers  oppofe  to  thefe  ?  If 
they  are  titles  dug  but  of  the  obfeurity  of  ancient  times, 
of  thofe  times  of  fudden  and  momentary  revolutions,  which 
erected  and  deltroyed,  ceded  and  reftored  ftates  in  the  fhort 
{pace  of  a  few  months  or  years  ;  thefe  titles,  if  admitted, 
would  re-unite  to  the  kingdom  of  Poland  many  provinces* 
which  formerly  belonged  to  it,  but  have  for  many  years 
9  been 
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been  occupied  by  the  very  powers  who  now  form  pretenfions 
on  her. 

But  as  it  is  undeniable,,  that  not  only  tranfactions  buried 
in  the  oblivion  of  diftant  ages,  but  all  tranfadtions  whatever, 
are  annihilated  by  fubfequent  ftipulations  ;  as  all  the  latter 
ftipulations  between  Poland  and  her  neighbours  oppofe 
directly  the  partition  they  now  would  make,  it  follows,  that 
the  titles  on  which  that  partition  is  founded,  cannot  be 
admitted,  without  undermining  the  rights  of  every  |  ftate, 
without  making  every  throne  from  its  foundation. 

The  very  powers  who  declare  that  the  fituation  of  Poland 
will  not  permit  them  to  obtain  juftice  in  the  ordinary  ways 
of  proceedings,  cannot  be  ignorant  that  its  prefent  fituation 
is  accidental  and  momentary  ;  that  it  is  in  their  own  power 
to  change  it.  Their  confent  alone  is  wanting  to  reftore  the 
republic  to  the  free  and  lawful  exercife  of  its  independent 
fovereignty.  That  would  be  time  to  produce,  and  examine 
their  claims.  This  is  the  method  of  proceeding  which  the 
king  had  a  right  to  demand  from  the  equity  of  the  three 
courts,  which  he  could  not  but  expect  to  be  adopted,  rely- 
ing on  the  letter  written  to  him  by  the  emprefs- queen 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  on  the  28th  of  January 
1771. 

But  the  prefent  proceedings  of  the  three  courts,  giving 
the  moll  fetious  object  of  complaint  to  the  king  ;  and  the 
duties  of  his  crown  not  permitting  him  to  be  filent  on  this 
occafion,  he  declares  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  he 
looks  upon  the  actual  feizure  of  the  provinces  of  Poland 
by  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Petersburg,  and  Berlin,  as  unjuft, 
violent,  and  contrary  to  his  lawful  rights ;  he  appeals  to 
the  treaties  and  powers  guarantees  of  his  kingdom  and  its 
appurtenances.  And  laftly,  full  of  confidence  in  the 
juftice  of  the  Almighty,  he  lays  his  rights  at  the  feet  of 
the  eternal  throne,  and  puts  his  caufe  into  the  hands  of  the 
King  of  kings,  the  fupreme  judge  of  nations  :  and,  in  the 
full  affurance  of  his  fuccour,   he  proteits  folemnly,   and 

VOL.  II*.  r  p  before 
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before  the  whole  univerfe,  againft  every  flep  taken,  or  to 
be  taken,  towards  the  difmembering  of  Poland. 
Given  at  Warfaw,  Oct.  17th,   1772. 

Signed  by  the  great  chancellors  of  Poland  and 
Lithuania. 

Declaration  of  the  Imperial  Ministers  the  Court 
of  Warsaw. 

HER  majefty  the  emprefs-queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohe- 
mia has  feen,  with  unfpeakable  aftonifhment,  the  little 
fmpreffion  made  by  the  declaration  prefented  to  his  polifh 
majefly  by  the  underwritten,  and  the  minifters  from  Peterf- 
burg  and  Berlin,  in  order  to  accelerate  a  definitive  arrange- 
ment between  the  republic  and  the  three  neighbouring 
powers,  touching  the  pretenfions  formed  by  the  faid  powers 
on  Poland  ;  pretenfions  which  the  efTential  interefts  of  their 
•crowns  will  not  permit  them  to  expofe  to  the  hazard  of 
future  contingencies,  and  of  thofe  troubles  with  which 
Poland  has  at  all  times  been  agitated. 

The  juftice  and  dignity  of  the  three  courts  prefcribe 
bounds  to  their  moderation  :  this  truth  can  neither  efcape 
the  difcernment  of  his  polifh  majefty,  nor  be  indifferent  to 
his  heart,  if  the  cries  of  his  country  have  preferved  their 
influence  there. 

Her  majefty  the  emprefs-queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia 
hopes,  therefore,  that  the  king  will  not  expofe  his  kingdom 
to  events  which  muft  be  the  confluences  of  his  delay  to 
affemble  a  diet,  and  enter  on  a  negotiation,  which  alone 
can  fave  his  country,  reftore  vigour  to  the  conflitution  of 
the  republic,  which  has  received  fo  many  and  fo  dangerous 
fhocks  ;  and  terminate  the  evils  to  which  private  intereft, 
ambition,  hatred,  and  diffentions,  have  given  rife. 
Done  at  Warfaw,  Dec.  4th,   1772. 

(Signed)  RZEWICKL 

Note. — The  minifters  from  Petersburg  and  Berlin  deli- 
vered the  next  day  each  a  declaration  ia  the  fame  words. 


APPENDIX,    NO.  IX.  435 

Answer    of  the   Court   of   Warsaw  to  the  preceding 
Piece. 

IN  anfwer  to  the  declarations  of  the  courts  of  Vienna, 
Peterfburg,  and  Berlin,  the  underwritten  have  orders  to 
inform  the  minifters  of  the  faid  courts,  that  the  king,  being 
informed  of  their  defires  refpefting  the  convocation  of  a 
diet,  and  of  the  inconveniencies  which  may  arife  from, 
delays,  is  determined  to  comply,  as  far  as  it  is  in  his  power, 
not  only  with  the  view  of  taking  away  all  pretext  of  aggra- 
vating the  evils  which  afflict  Poland,  but  under  the  hopes 
that  this  mark  of  regard  will  operate  on  the  generality  of 
the  three  powers,  fo  as  to  induce  them  to  put  a  fpeedy 
end  to  thefe  troubles,  in  a  manner  the  molt  equitable  and 
advantageous  to  the  republic. 

In  confequence  hereof,  his  majefty  has  iffued  circular 
letters  for  the  convocation  of  a  full  council  of  the  fenate, 
which  mult  indifpenfably  precede  the  fummoning  of  a  diet  ; 
and  has  fixed  the  fame  to  the  8th  of  February  following; 
a  term  which  leaves  no  more  than  the  time  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  the  arrival  of  the  diftant  fenators. 

Done  at  Warfaw,  this  14th  of  December  1772. 

Signed  by  the   chancellors  of  Poland  and 
Lithuania. 


No.  X. 

Extract  of  a  Letters/tow  Catharine  II.  late  Empress 
o/Russia,  to  M.  De  Voltaire. 

Sir, 

THE  brightnefs  of  the  northern  ftar  is  a  mere  aurora 

borealis.     It  is  nothing  more  than  giving  to  a  neighbour 

F  F  2  fomething- 
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fomething  of  our  own  fuperfluity.  But  to  be  the  advocate 
of  human  kind,  the  defender  of  opprefTed  innocence  ;  by  this 
you  will  be  indeed  immortalized.  The  two  caufes  of  Calas 
and  Sirven  have  procured  you  the  veneration  due  to  fuch 
miracles.  You  have  combated  the  united  enemies  of  man- 
kind, fuperftition,  fanaticifm,  ignorance,  chicane,  bad  judges, 
and  the  power  lodged  in  them  all  together.  To  furmount 
fuch  obflacles  required  both  talents  and  virtue.  You  have 
fhewn  the  world  that  you  poffefs  both.  You  have  carried 
your  point.  You  defire,  fir,  fome  relief  for  the  Sirven 
family.  Can  1  pofnbly  refufe  it  ?  Or,  mould  you  praifc 
me  for  the  aftion,  would  there  be  the  leaft  foundation  for 
it  ?  I  own  to  you,  that  I  mould  be  much  better  pleafed  if 
my  bill  of  exchange  could  pafs  unknown.  Neverthelefs,  if 
you  think  my  name,  unharmonious  as  it  is,  may  be  of  any 
fervice  to  thofe  victims  of  the  fpirit  of  perfecution,  I 
leave  it  to  your  difcretion ;  and  you  may  announce  me, 
provided  it  be  no  way  prejudicial  to  the  parties. 
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No.  XI. 

Alphabetical  List  of  the  Towns  of  the  Russian 
Empire,  Jhewing  in  ivhat  Government  they  lie,  and  how 
many  Verjls  diflantfrom  the  Refidence,from  the  Metropolis, 
and  from  their  refpeEtive  Government  Towns,  as  far  as  could 
ke  collecled  from  the,  Accounts  delivered  to  Catharine  II. 

The  names  of  the  government  towns  are  dirlinguifhed  by  ita/ics. 


o  T? 

s 
0  ^ 

0  j> 

Towns. 

In  what  government. 

*  1  0 

™  E  s 

£  C3 

> 

Aktyrka 

Kharkoff 

H53 

723 

106 

Aklanfk 

Irkutfk 

10497 

97-67 

4674 

Alapayefsk 

Perme 

510 

Alatyr 

Simbirfk 

1358 

618 

*33 

Alexandriya 

Ekatarinoflavl 

184 

Alexandrof 

Vladimir 

824 

101 

117 

Alexandrofsk 

Caucafus 

150 

Alexin 

Tula 

860 

130 

60 

Alexopol 

Ekatarinoflavl 

ll5 

Archangel 

1 145 

1236 

Ardatoff 

Nifhne-Novgorod 

150 

Ardatoff  on  Alatyr 

Simbirfk 

J337 

597 

148 

Arenfberg 

Riga  ^ 

626 

x356 

3*9 

Arfamas 

Nifhne-Novgorod 

1 1 20 

380 

109 

Arfk 

Kafan  x    . 

1463 

735 

SS 

Afoff 

Ekatarinoflavl 

1998 

1268 

625 

Aftrakhan 

Caucafus 

2142 

1412 

630 

Atkarfk 

Saratoff 

1630 

902 

79 

Atfchinfk 

Tobolfk 

4694 

39H 

1809 

Babinovitfchi 

Mohileff 

in 

Bachmut 

Ekatarinoflavl 

1490 

760     368 

Balachna 

Nifhne-Novgorod 

1 145 

4r5 

3* 

Balafchoff 

SaratofF 

244 

Baltic  port 

Reval 

394 

1122 

44 

Bargufinlk 

Irkutfk 

6345 

5617 

524 

Belebey 

Ufa 

x39 

Berefin 

TfchernigofF 

36 

FF3 


Berefoff 
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Towns. 

In  what  government. 

J«9 

V)     u 

S 

0 

P   c 

la 

1  S  2 

>  s- 

"> 

>  | 

Berefoff 

Tobolfk 

38H 

3084 

929 

Bfeleff 

Tula 

973 

239 

I20 

Bielgorod 

Kurfk 

1356 

626 

132 

Bielitza 

MohilefF 

194 

Bieloy 

Smolenfk 

709 

410 

H3 

Bielopolye 

Kharkoff 

1585 

857 

217 

Bieloferfk 

Novgorod 

569 

540 

532 

Bielovodik 

Voronetfh 

*545 

803 

3C7 

Biezveflc 

Tver 

625 

287 

121 

Biiflc 

Kolhyvan 

260 

Biryutfch 

Voronetfch 

1357 

617 

150 

Birilc 

Ufa 

1927 

1 197 

105 

BobrofF 

Voronetfch 

1265 

535 

87 

Bogatye 

Kurfk 

J33° 

6co 

ic6 

Bogodukhoff 

Kharkoff 

1471 

741 

60 

Bogoroditzk 

Tula 

957 

227 

45 

Bogorodik 

Mofco 

5° 

Bogutfchar 

Voronetfch 

HIS 

735 

238 

Bolkhoff 

Orel 

1020 

2QO 

•* 
54 

Borifoglyebfk 

Yaroflavl 

* 

t 

32 

Borifoglyebfk  on  the 

Vorona 

Tamboff 

!359 

629 

152 

Borovitfchi 

Novgorod 

360 

454 

183 

Borofsk 

Kaluga 

893 

163 

78 

Borfna 

TchernigofF 

1396 

666 

90 

Brianfk 

Orel 

1077 

347 

138 

Bronnitzy 

Mofco 

781 

5l 

Bugulma 

Ufa 

1687 

957 

22Q 

Buguruflan 

Ufa 

2  79 

Bm 

Koftroma 

932 

396 

I30 

Buinfk 

Sirnbirfk 

1462 

722 

7° 

Bufuluk 

Ufa 

375 

Cronftadt 

St.  Peterfburg 

47 

777 

DalmatofF 

Perme 

510 

Danilofr 

Yaroflavl 

810 

316 

63 

DankofF 

Riazane 

950 

220 

158 

Defchkin 

Orel 

1060 

33° 

58 

St.  Dmitri  fort 

Ekatarinoflavl 

1968 

1238 

595 

Dmitriyef 

Kurfk 

1241 

5ii 

99 

*  By  the  way  of  Uglitfch  S 14,  by  the  way  of  Pofchek  797. 

•f  By  the  way  of  Yaroflavl  and  Roft.  273,  by  the  way  of  Pofchek  265. 

Dmitroff 
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Towns. 


In  what  government. 


6  ii 


1  a 


^2  o 


DmitrefF 

Mofco 

Dmitrofsk 

Orel 

Dnieprofsk 

Tavrida 

Donetzk 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Dorogobufli 

Smolenflc 

Doroninfk 

Irkutik 

Dorpat 

Riga. 

Driezin 

Polotfk 

Dukhofshina 

Smolenflc 

Dynaburg 

Polotfk 

Ekatarinenburg 

Perme 

Ekatarinojlaf 

Elizabethgrad 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Epiphan 

Tula 

Eupatoria 

Tavrida 

Fatefch 

Kurik 

Fellin 

Riga 

Frederikfham 

Vyburg 

Gadyatch 

TchernigofF 

Galitch 

Kofhroma 

GdofF 

St.  Peterfburg 

Georgiefsk 

Caucafus 

Glafoff 

Viatka 

Glinfk 

TchernigofF 

GlukhofF 

NovgorodSieverikoi 

Galtva 

Kief 

GordatofF 

Nifhne-Novgorod 

Gorodetz 

Polotzk 

Gorodifchtfch* 

Penfa 

Gorodnia 

TchernigofF 

Goroko  vetch 

Vladimir 

Gradifcbtfche 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Griafovetch 

Vologda 

Giafk 

Smolenflc 

Habfal 

Reval 

Infara 

Penfa 

Irbit 

Perme 

Irhitjh 

|fchim                           1 

Tobolfk 

*  Via  Mtzenflt  and  Ku 

rflc          —          — 

■f  Via  Smolenfk  and  Ba 

turin       —        — 

702 
1181 


793 
6644 

3i9 

691 

727 

794 
2308 
1596 

1759 
962 


62 
451 


298 
5964 
1049 

697 

800 
1578 

868 
141 1 

232 

463 


326  1056 
t 


919 
216 

2528 


1280 


698 


1039 

709 
581 
456 
1290 
2683 
5823 
2935 

1450 
171a 


396 

871 
1800 


55° 


553 


332 

384 

160 

1126 

560 

x953 
5093 
2205 

720 
9S2I 


84 
300 

443 

85 

871 

230 

6S 

St 

173 

358 

211 

59 
6q 

4* 
241 

18$ 
254 
117 

60 
214 

210 

283 

70 

J44 
42 

50 
l57 
136 

42 

222 

95 
89 

572 
344 


f  r  4 


Ifchiginfk 
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g  * 

a 

E.i  " 

o  t2 

0 

£  0 

i  g 

Towns. 

In  what  government. 

»J 

£ 

E  j 

■'   c   g 

«  a. 

~      L.      5 

~  Z  2 

— 

>  w 

> 

"    •-» 

Ifchiginfk 

Irkutflc 

10307  9577' 4484 

Ifium 

Kharkoff 

i55o|   K20 

III 

Kadnikoff 

Vologda 

695 

468 

42 

Kadyi 

Koflroma 

959 

427 

H7 

Kaigorod 

Viatka 

1972 

1242 

246 

Kain/k 

ToboMc 

3788 

3058 

9°3 

Kaliafin 

Tver 

734 

294 

168 

Kalitva 

Voronetch 

142 1 

681 

*93 

Kaluga 

890 

160 

Kamyfchin 

Saratoff 

1806 

1076 

*74 

Kamyfchloff 

Perme 

483 

Kanadyei 

Simbirfk 

1537 

797 

l3l 

Karat  fcheff 

Orel 

u  02 

372 

84 

Kargopol 
Kariun 

Olonetz 

618 

1078 

342 

Simbirfk 

H23 

683 

91 

Kafan 

1465 

735 

Kafchin 

Tver 

716 

312 

150 

Kafimoff 

Riafane 

JOIO 

280 

14Q 

Kem 

Olonetz 

885 

1479 

455 

Kertnfk 

Pen  fa 

1 199 

460 

J35 

Kexholm 

Viborg 

146 

876 

130 

K hark  off 

142 1 

680 

Kherfon 

Ekatarinoflavl 

* 

t 

290 

Kholm 

Plefkoff 

336 

592 

268 

Khoperfk 

Saratoff 

HJ9 

689 

Khorol 

Kief 

223 

71 

Khotmyfhfk 

Kharkoff 

14-55 

725 

Khvalynik 

Saratoff 

197 

Kief 

1582 

852 

Kinburn  fort 

Tavrida 

2091 

1361 

Kinefchma 

Koflroma 

885 

347 

83 

Kirenfk 

Irkutflc 

676S 

6038 

945 

Kiriloff 

Novgorod 

590 

495 

580 

Kirfanoff 

Tamboff 

1295 

56$ 

88 

Kirfhatfh 

Vladimir 

850 

123 

115 

Kifliar 

Caucafus 

2642 

1912 

Klimovitfchj 

MohilefF 

128 

Klin 

Mofco 

648 

82 

Kniaginin 

Nifhne-Novgorod 

96 

*  Via  Mtzenlk,  Kur/k,  i 

nd  Krementfhuk    — 

1903 

1174 

'|  Via  Smolen/k,  Baturin, 

Polt.  and  Krementfliuk 

2141 

14x1 

K0J4 
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e^ 

S 

a  .i 

Towns. 

In  what  government. 

2<S 

s 

0 

>£  6 
<2 

2  a 

«  Q- 

<~£ 

-    u    0 

Z* 

><"    1 

> 

^   to 

Kola 

Kolmogory 

Kologriff 

Kolomna 

Kolyvan 

Konotop 

Konftantinograd 

Kopyfs 

Korop 

Korotoyak 

Korotfcha 

Kortfcheva 

Kofchira 

Kofeletz 

Kofelfk     ' 

KoflofF 

Koftroma 

Kotelnitfch 

Kotiakoff 

KovrofF 

Krafhoborlk 

Krafnoy 

Krafnoi-Kholm 

Krafnoi-Yar 

Krafnoy  arllc 

Krafnokutfk 

Krafnoflobodfk 

Krafnoufimfk 

Kreftzi 

Krolevetch 

Kromy 

Kropivna 

Kungur 

Kupenfk 

Kurgan 

Kurmyfch 

Kurjk 

Kufmodemyanfk 

Kufnetzk 

Kufnetzk 

Ladoga 

JLaifcheff 


Archangel 
Archangel 
Koftroma 
Mofco 

Novgorod  Sieverikoi 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Mohilef 

Novgorod  Sieverfkoi 

Voronetch 

Kurfk 

Tver 

Tula 

Kieff 

Kaluga 

TambofF 

Viatka 

Simbirfk 

Vladimir 

Vologda 

Smolensk 

Tver 

Aftrakhan 

Kolyvan 

Kharkoff 

Penfa 

Perme 

Novgorod 

Novgorod  Sieverikoi 

Orel 

Tula 

Perme 

Voronetch 

Tobolfk 

Simbirfk 

Kafan 

Kolyvan 

SaratofF 

St.  Peterfburg 

Kafan 


1379  2109  1021 


968 

830 

5J54 

1345 

973 


^3 
l359 

900 

1510 

940 

ii55 
802 

1811 

1404 
964 

1 100 
823 
586 

2112 

4839 

1508 
1564 

2077 

2  79 
13l9 

"33 

952 

2051 
1663 

2875 

I237 
1224 
1294 

4737 

150 


534 
100 
4424 
615 
864! 


254 


573 
629 

170 
780 
210 

425! 

280  J 

108 1  i 

664 

237! 
1006! 

43o ! 

3261 
1382' 
4109 

767 

834 

*347 
45i 
589 

403 
222 

^23 
923 

2145 
500 

494 
564 

4007 

744 


"5 

104 

49 
70 
80 

i3S 
82 
80 

72 
57 
72 

9S 
no 

62 

580 

46- 

161 

30 

1981 

86 

173 
188 

93 

64 

36; 

40 

91 
283 
414- 
257 

181 
197 

5i 
Xalik 
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t                        

u 

s 
£  0 

If 

Towns. 

In  what  government. 

«  a* 

>    CO 

> 

governn 
1     town 

Lalflc 

Vologda 

mo 

981 

555 

Jjebedyan 

Tamboff 

1 104 

374 

177 

Lebedin 

Kharkoff 

1540 

810 

147 

jLevkopol 

Tavrida 

80 

logoff 

Kurfk 

1295 

565 

7i 

Lachvin 

Kaluga 

940 

210 

45 

La'petzk 

Tamboff 

1 162 

432 

149 

Lanbim 

Yarofiavl 

826 

354 

101 

Lautzin 

Polotzk 

593 

758 

164 

La  ven  fk 

Voronetch 

H°3 

654 

175 

Lavny 

Orel 

1090 

360 

128 

Liochvitza 

TfchernigofF 

1462 

732 

210 

jLodeinoe  Pole 

Olonetz 

276 

809 

215 

Laibney 

Kieff 

1505 

775 

190 

JLuch 

Koftroma 

9*3 

347 

129 

Laiga 

St.  Peterfburg 

lSS 

614 

Laikoyanoff 

Nifhne-Novgorod 

158 

Makarief 

Nifhne-Novgorod 

80 

Makarief 

Koftroma 

98 

474 

195 

Malmyfh 

Viatka 

249 

Maloarchangel 

Orel 

"43 

4i3 

70 

Maloyaroflavl 

Kaluga 

847 

"3 

52 

Mamadyfh 

Kafan 

146 

Mariupol 

Ekatarinoflavl 

321 

Medynfk 

Kaluga 

869 

135 

57 

Melenki 

Vladimir 

1040 

3*3 

138 

Melitopol 

Tavrida 

220 

Menfelinfk 

Ufa 

1769 

x°35 

236 

Mefchtfchofsk 

Kaluga 

980 

250 

69 

Mefen 

Archangel 

*445 

1575 

5" 

Mglinfk 

Novgorod  Sieverikoi 

141 

MichailofF 

Riazane 

910 

180 

50 

Mirgorod 

Kieff 

1784 

1054 

233 

Miropolie 

Kharkoff 

15*5 

785 

*33 

Mohileff 

75* 

534 

Mokfchan 

Penfa 

1368 

638 

37 

Mologa 

Yarofiavl 

740 

260 

no 

Morfchanfk 

Tamboff 

1 156 

426 

88 

Mofalfk 

Kaluga 

940 

210 

77 

Mofdok 

Caucafus 

243 

34 

Mofhaiflc 

Mofco 

816 

99 

MOSCO 

1  Metropolis 

728 

V 

Mftiilavl 
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Towns. 


In  what  government. 


u 


...  c  5 

r^  —     > 

—  no 

5  o  ** 


Mftiflavl 

Murom 

Myfchkin 

Mzenflc 

Nakhitfchevan 

Nagaibak 

Naroftfchat 

Narva 

Narym 

Nedrigailof 

Nerechta 

Nertfcbinfk 

Neyfhlott 

Nevel 

Niefhin 

Nikitflc 

Nikolfk 

Nifhnaia  Dievitza 

Nifhne  Kamtfchatka 

Nifhne  Lomoff 

Nijlone  Novgorod 

Nifhneudinfk 

Nolin 

Novgorod 

Novgorod  Sieverjkol 

Novomiefto 

Novomirgorod 

Novomofkofsk 

Novorfheff 

NovofU 

Oboian 

Obvinfk 

Odoyef 

Okhanfk 

Okhotfk 

Olekminfk 

Olenfk 

Olonetz 

Omfk 


Mohilef 

Vladimir 

Yaroflavl 

Orel 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Orenburg 

Penfa 

St.  Peterfburg 

Tobolflc 

Kharkoff 

Koftroma 

Irkutflc 

Viburg 

Polotzk 

Tfchernigoff 

Mofco 

Vologda 

Voronetch 

Irkutflc 

Penfa 

Irkutflc 
Viatka 


NovgorodSieverfkoi 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Plefkoff 

Tula 

Kurflc 

Perme 

Tula 

Perme 

Irkutflc 

Irkutflc 

Irkutflc 

Olonetz 

Tobolfk 


*  By  Star,  and  Smolenfk 
*j-  By  Tula  and  Mofco 


914 

501 

1022 

295 

763 

209 

1044 

3*4 

1733 

1003 

1356 

626 

M5 

875 

4644 

3934 

*574 

844 

846 

236 

6784 

6054 

39o 

1 1 20 

1338 

618 

1444 

714 

31 

1 164 

1061 

1284 

544 

1 1 699 

10969 

1339 

609 

1 1 20 

390 

5348 

4618 

186 

544 

* 

t 

478 

853 

1292 

458 

1283 

553 

940 

2ID 

9259 

8529 

7754 

7024 

93°9 

8579 

280 

874 

3286 

2556 

IT  50 

540 

Ija8 

S98 

94 

120 

92 

53 

540 
125 

1759 
195 

43 
961 

250 
99 

74 

637 
57 

5876 
96 

475" 
112 


144 

288 

18 

132 

176 

59 

50 

70 

67 

343  6 

I931 

3496 

150 

^93 


Onega 
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&  . 

6 
0 

IS  t" 

0   c 

Towns. 

In  what  government. 

</>      «J 

u 

Lis 

<=  Cm 

£  Z 

s* 

%tl 

>  </> 

> 

Onega 

Archangel 

900 

1560 

232 

Opotfcha 

Plefkoff 

491 

727 

137 

Oranienbaum 

St.  Peterfburg 

40 

768 

Oranienburg 

Riazane 

IO93 

363 

170 

Orel 

IO97 

367 

Orenburg 

Ufa 

1984 

1254 

319 

Orloff 

Viatka 

1663 

933 

51 

Orfcha 

Mohileff 

685 

466 

66 

Ofa 

Perme 

202O 

1290 

"3 

Oflcol,  old 

Kurfk 

1309 

579 

130 

Ofkol,  new 

Kurfk 

x379 

639 

191 

Oitafchkoff 

Tver 

426 

347 

183 

Ofter 

Kieff 

*532 

802 

89 

Oftrogofk 

Voronetch 

1326 

588 

95 

OftrofF 

Plefkoff 

425 

800 

5^ 

Pavlograd 

Ekatarinoflavl 

202 

Pavlofsk 

Voronetch 

1380 

640 

150 

Penfa 

J394 

660 

Pereyaflavl 

Kieff 

x533 

823 

78 

Perekop 

Tavrida 

140 

Peremyfchl 

Kaluga 

925 

r95 

28 

Pertflavl  Riaz. 

910 

180 

Pereflavl  Salielk 

Vladimir 

750 

125 

120 

Perevolotfchna 

Novgorod 

2002 

1272 

50 

Perevos 

Nifhne  Novgorod 

90 

Perme 

1949 

1219 

Pernau 

Riga 

479 

1 190 

72 

Petropavlofskoi 

Irkutfk 

10648 

9918 

4620 

Petrozavodfk 

Olonetz 

43o 

1024 

Petrofsk 

Yaroflavl 

819 

167 

76 

Petrofsk 

SaratofF 

1490 

760 

105 

Petfchory 

Plefkoff 

807 

54 

Phanagoria 

Tavrida 

240 

Pinega 

Archangel 

1245 

1288 

210 

Piriatin 

Kieff 

1480 

750 

161 

Pies 

Koftroma 

S56 

295 

54 

Plejhoff 

# 

717 

Podol 

Mofco 

765 

35 

Pogar 

Novgorod  Sieverfkoi 

1400 

670 

64 

Pokroff 

VJadimir 

824 

97 

78 

#  By  way  of  Narva 

—            — 

346 

By  way  of  Luga 

—             "f 

326 

Polotzh 
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Towns. 


In  what  government. 


a  3 

p  a 


Polotzk 

Poltava 

Porkhof 

Porietfchy 

Pofchekonia 

Potfchinki 

Povienetz 

Priluky 

Pronfk 

Pudafh 

Putevl 

Refitza 

Reval 

Riafhfk 

Riga 

Rogatfheff 

Romanoff 

Romen 

Rofheftvenfk 

Roflavl 

Roftoff 

RfhefF 

Rufa 

Rybnoi 

Rylflc 

Sadonfk 

Samara 

St.PETERSBURG 

Sapofhok 

Saraifk 

Saranfk 

Sarapul 

Saratoff 

Safchiverfk 

Schadrinfk 

Schatzk 

Schenkurfk 

Schefchkeyef 

Schluflelburg 

Schtfchigry 

Schuya 

Sebefh 


Ekatarinoflavl 

Plefkoff 

Smolenfk 

Yaroflavl 

Nifhne  Novgorod 

Olonetz 

TfchernigfofF 

Riazane 

Olonetz 

Kurfk 

Polotzk 

Riazane 

Mohileff 

Yaroflavl 

Tfchernigoff 

St.  Peterfburg 

Smolenflc 

Yaroflavl 

Tver 

Mofco 

Yaroflavl 

Kurfk 

Voronetch 

Simbirfk 

Rejidence 

Riazane 

Riazane 

Penfa 

Viatka 

Irkutflc 

Perme 

TambofF 

Archangel 

Penfa 

St.  Peterfburg 

Kurfk 

Vladimir 

Polotzk 


643 
1535 
33<5 
752 
718 

595 
H53 

950 

516 
1404 

619 

34o 
1000 

552 
1396 

796 
141 2 

79 
880 
806 
631 

759 

806 

1340 

1 130 

*% 

1030 

860 

1276 

1812 

1632 

9192 

2488 

1090 

800 

1306 

60 

1290 

969 

533 


x373 

805 

694 
43o 
3H 

1189 

723 

220 
996 
674 
784 
1070 
270 

J°53 
636 

266 

682 

443 
189 
300 
88 
252 
610 
400 

8^3 
728 

300 

130 

546 

1082 

902 

8462 

1758 

360 

848 

576 

790 

478 

239 
718 


171 
85 

73 
112 

212 
765 

50 
24O 
IOO 
I90 


102 

3+ 
194- 

116 

54 
127 

78 
116 

85 
177 

120 

56 

123 

380 

33fy 

157 
388 
144 

5° 
90 

104 


Selenginfk 
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Towns. 

1    In  what  government. 

5  <3 

*  5 

§ 
0 

£  6 

iS  J 
2  s 

III 

££ 

!> 

Sdenginflc 

Irkutfk 

6226 

5496 

4°3 

Semeonoff 

Nifhne  Novgorod 

60 

Semipalatfk 

Kolyvan 

2992 

2262 

Semlianflc 

Voronetch 

1204 

464 

40 

Set  dob 

Saratoff 

l75 

Serdobol 

Viburg 

238 

Sergatfch 

Nifline  Novgorod 

138 

Sergiefsk 

Ufa 

350 

Serpeiflc 

Kaluga 

980 

250 

82 

Serpukhof 

Mofco 

818 

88 

Sevaftopol 

Tavrida 

Shigaitflc 

Irkutflc 

9125 

8395 

3302 

Shifdra 

Kaluga 

1054 

320 

156 

Sienkof 

TfchernigofF 

286 

Siennoi 

Mohilef 

15I 

Sievflc 

Orel 

1242 

512 

HS 

Simbirjk 

1485 

745 

Simpheropol 

Tavrida 

2187 

H59 

Singileyef 

Simbirflc 

1519 

779 

49 

Skopin 

Riazane 

1026 

296 

88 

Slavianflc 

Ekatarinoflavl 

1440 

710 

200 

Slobodflcoy 

Viatka 

1740 

1010 

28 

Smolenjk 

716 

384 

Solgalitzkaia 

Koftroma 

799 

502 

223 

Solikamflc 

Perme 

2227 

1497 

263 

Solotonofcha 

Kieff 

130 

Solotfchef 

Kharkoff 

H59 

718 

3<5 

Solvytfchegodfk 

Vologda 

1086 

988 

560 

Sophia 

St.  Peterfburg 

22 

706 

Sofnitza 

Novgorod  Sieverflcoi 

Spaflc 

Kafan 

134 

Spaflc 

Riazane 

966 

232 

52 

Spaflc 

Tamboff 

1300 

570 

207 

Staraia  Rufla 

Novgorod 

306 

664 

120 

Staritza 

Tver 

595 

237 

73 

Staro  Bykhoff 

Mohilef 

984 

569 

38 

Starodub 

Novgorod  Sieverflcoi 

1083 

480 

81 

Stavropol 

Caucafus 

Stavropol 

Simbirflc 

1589 

849 

133 

Sterlitamazk 

Ufa 

in 

Strietenflc 

Irkutflc 

6S66\6i$6 

1043 

Subtaoff 

Tver 

62SI 

2SO| 

116 

Sudogda 
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«.       .1.        ,                    1 

E 
0 

E    ' 
5  c 

Towns. 

In  what  government. 

w     « 

(2 

sM 

m  Oh 

|l 

[>  <io 

> 

>   0 

Sudogda 

Vladimir 

939 

212 

37 

S'udfcha 

Kurfk 

i3J5 

585 

91 

Sumy 

Kharkoff 

1383 

653 

n* 

Suraili 

Polotzk 

769 

558 

149 

Surafhfk 

Novgorod  Sieverilcoi 

141 

Surgut 

Tobolfk 

3610 

2875 

725 

Sufdal 

Vladimir 

936 

209 

32 

Svenigorod 

Mofco 

718 

48 

Sviyabfk 

Kafan 

144.5 

7*5 

30 

Syfran 

Simbirfk 

1565 

825 

123 

Sytfchofka 

Smolenfk 

219 

227 

Tagai 

Simbirfk 

1436 

696 

49 

Taganrok 

Ekatarinoflavl 

2036 

1306 

460 

Tamboff 

1207 

477 

Tara 

Tobolfk 

3445 

2715 

560 

Tarufa 

Kaluga 

848 

118 

62 

Temnikoff 

Tamboff 

1279 

549 

291 

Tetyufchi 

Kafan 

1585 

855 

85 

Theodolia 

Tavrida 

Tichvin 

Novgorod 

243 

744 

210 

Tim 

Kurflc 

1243 

513 

64 

Tiumin 

Tobolfk 

2631 

1901 

254. 

Toboljk 

2885 

2155 

Tomilc 

Tobolfk- 

43°9 

3579 

1424 

Toropetz 

Plefkoff 

610 

497 

347 

Tormok 

Tver 

5°3 

227 

63 

Totma 

Vologda 

889 

626 

200 

Tro'itzk 

Penfa 

1386 

656 

T34 

Tro'itzk 

Ufa 

462 

Trubtfchevflc 

Orel 

1166 

43  6 

169 

Tfchaufy 

Mohilef 

43 

Tfchebokfar 

Kafan 

135° 

620 

124 

Tfchelyabinfk 

Ufa 

2488 

1758 

400 

Tfchembar 

Penfa 

129 
364 

Tfcherdyn 

Perme 

2321 

1591 

Tfcherekoff 

Mohilef 

82 

Tfcherepovetch 

Novgorod 

476 

Tfcherkafk 

Ekatarinoflavl 

1936 

1208 

Tfchernigoff 

1 1 24 

676 

Tfchern 

Tula 

970 

240 

Tfchernoi  Yar 

Saratoff 

1972 

1242 

499 

Tfchiftopoliye 

Kafan 

7 

T 

fchuc 

iloma 
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0 
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0  a 

Towns, 

In  what  government. 

**-  0 

tli 

■2=  0* 

> 

l  si 

Tfchuchloma 

Koftroma 

92C 

473 

167 

Tfchuguyef 

Kharkoff 

I4I4 

684 

34 

Tula 

912 

182 

Turin  fk 

Tobolflc 

2480' I75O 

405 

Turuchanfk 

Tobolfk 

619O    5460 

33°5 

Tver 

568 

162 

Tzarcvo  Kokfhaifk 

Kafan 

1354 

624 

126 

Tzarevo  Santfchurfk 

Viatka 

1414 

684 

253 

Tzaritzin 

Saratoff 

1772 

1042 

355 

Tzyvilfk 

Kafan 

1390 

660 

102 

Ufa 

ISM3 

1183 

Uglftfch 

Yaroflavl 

734 

180 

IOI 

Urfhum 

Viatka 

1631 

901 

163 

Ufman 

TambofF 

1226 

496 

158 

Uftiugvelikoi 

Vologda 

1000 

899 

473 

Ultiofhna 

Novgorod 

450 

3<M 

357 

tTftfyfoHk 

Vologda 

1400 

1300 

876 

Valdai 

Novgorod 

333 

392 

152 

Valk 

Riga 

149 

Valki 

Kharkoff 

1466 

725 

53 

Valniki 

Voronetch 

1376 

630 

208 

Varnavin 

Koftroma 

1132 

666 

387 

Vafil 

Niftine  Novgorod 

1255 

525 

144 

Veiffenftein 

Reval 

34 

Velikiye  Luki 

Plefkoff 

528 

601 

259 

Veliflc 

Polotzk 

809 

598 

189 

Velfk 

Vologda 

870 

706 

280 

Venden 

Riga 

100 

VenefF 

Tula 

860 

130 

40 

Verclinei  Lomoff 

Penfa 

*339 

609 

106 

Verchoturiye 

Perme 

2503 

1773 

540 

Verchoudinfk 

Irkutfk 

6116 

5388 

295 

Verchouralfk 

Ufa 

3°9 

Vereya 

Vtofco 

831 

98 

Verro 

Riga 

236 

Vefenberg 

Reval 

80 

Vefyegonik 

Tver 

502 

406 

241 

Vetluga 

Koftroma 

1084 

619 

339 

Viafma 

Smolensk 

587 

221 

163 

Viafniki 

Vladimir 

1022 

295 

120 

Viatka 

1815 

1085 

Vilmauftrand 

Vyburg 

190 

920 

50 

Viteb/k 
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S       IS  J 

Towns. 

In  what  governments 

o  c° 
"*«    S 
'n    ^ 

0 
•£  0 

s  G 
1  |b 

tt;  0< 

«•£ 

[>  £> 

> 

D     >    *" 

I 

Vitebfk 

Polotzk 

729 

5r8 

109 

Vladimir 

902 

175 

Volmar 

Riga 

1171 

IO3 

Vologda 

689 

426 

Voloko  LamJk 

Mofco 

712 

IOI 

Volfk 

Saratoff 

no 

Voltfchanfk 

Kharkoff 

6q 

Voronetch 

I220 

490 

Vofkrefenfk 

Mofco 

42 

Vyburg 

I4O 

870 

Vyfchnei  Volotfchok 

Tver 

43  2 

298 

J34 

Vytegra 

Olonetz 

436 

876 

Yadrin 

Kafan 

1250 

520 

186 

Yakutfk 

Irkutfk 

8309 

7579 

2486 

Yalutorofsk 

Tobolflc 

27r5 

1985 

254 

Yamburg 

St.  Peterfburg 

121 

854 

Yaranflc 

Viatka 

1706 

972 

202 

Yarenflc 

Vologda 

1721 

1 147 

721 

Yarojlavl 

830 

243 

Yegoriefsk 

Riazane 

814 

80 

95 

Yelabuga 

Viatka 

373 

Yelatma 

Tamboff    ' 

1055 

325 

264 

Yeletz 

Orel 

1094 

364 

183 

Yelna 

Smolenflt 

326 

90 

Yenefeifk 

Tobolflc 

5032 

4300 

2147 

Yenotaiyefsk 

Aftrakhan 

2084 

J354 

Yephremoff 

Tula 

1024 

2  94 

112 

Yuknoff 

Smolenfk 

2CI 

IQJ. 

Yurieff  Polfkoi 

Vladimir 

820 

J                s  1 

90       CO 

Yuryevetz  Povollkoi 

Koftroma 

974 

347 1 

172: 

VOL.  If. 


G  G 


45° 
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No.  XII. 

List  of  Towns    in   the   Empire   of  Russia  erecled 
during  the  Reign  of  Catharine  II. 


In  the  government  of 
Novgorod  : 

1.  Borovitfchi. 

2.  Valdai. 

3.  Kreftzy. 

4.  Kiriloff. 

5.  Tcherepovetch. 

Tver: 

6.  Vyfclmei  Volotfchok. 

7.  OftafchkofF. 

8.  Koliafm. 

9.  Vefiegonfk. 

10.  Krafnoi  Kholm. 

11.  Kortfcheva. 

Smolensk  : 

12.  Poryctfchiye. 

13.  Yelnia. 

14.  Sytfchofka. 

15.  Kafplia. 

1 6.  Krafnoi. 

17.  Rapufoff. 

18.  Giat(k. 

Kaluga : 
k).  Schifdra. 

Yaroslavl  : 

20.  Petrofsk. 

2 1.  Rybnoi. 

22.  Myfchkin. 


23.  Mologa. 

24.  Daniloff. 

25.  Borifogtiebflc. 

Pleskoff  : 

26.  Petfchory. 

27.  Oftroff. 

Tula  : 

28.  Bogoroditzk. 

29.  Tfchern. 

30.  Kropivna. 

Mohilef  : 

31.  Tfchaufy. 

32.  Starei  BykhofF. 

33.  Babinovitfchi. 

34.  Kopys. 

35.  Siennoi. 

36.  TfcherekofF. 

37.  Klimovitfchi. 

38.  Rogatmeff. 

39.  Bielitza. 


Polotzk* 


40. 
41. 
42. 

43- 

44. 

45 


Driefin. 

Sebefli. 

Nevel. 

Dunaburg. 

Riefitza. 

Liutzin. 


46.  Velifti. 


47.  Goro- 


47-  Gorodetch. 
48.  Surafli. 


Kostroma  : 

49.  Vetluga. 

50.  MakariefF  on  the  Unfha. 
jji.  Varnavin. 

Riazane  : 

52.  Skopin. 

53.  Spalk 

54.  YegorieFsk. 

Orel  : 

5$.  Defchkin. 

56.  Malo-Archangelfk. 

57.  Dmitrofsk. 

Vladimir  : 

58.  Alexandroff. 

59.  Kirfhatfch. 

60.  PokrofF. 

61.  Koffroff. 

62.  Sudogda. 

63.  Viafniki. 

64.  Melenki. 

Kursk. 

65.  Fatefh. 

66.  Bogatoi. 

67.  Schtfchigry. 

68.  Tim-. 

69.  Dmitrief. 

70.  LgofF. 

Nishne  Novgorod  : 

71.  Gorbatoff. 

72.  Lukoyanoff. 

73.  Perevos. 

74.  MakariefF. 


APPENDIX,    NO.  XII. 

75.  Ardatoff. 

76.  Kniaginin. 

77.  SemeonofF. 

78.  Potfchinki. 

79.  Sergatfch. 


45* 


Tamboff  : 

80.  KirFanofF. 

81.  Morfchanfk. 

82.  Spafk. 

83.  Lfpetzk. 

Voronetch: 

84.  Sadonfk. 

85.  BobrofF.      _  .  < 

86.  Nifhnaia  Dievitza. 

87.  Biryiitfch. 

88.  Livenfk. 
Kalitva. 
Kupenfk. 
Bogutfchar. 
Bielovodfk. 
Semlianfk. 


89 

9° 
91 
92 

93 


Ekatarinoslauf  : 


EkatarinoflauF. 

KherFon,  Fort,  haven, 
and  admiralty,  not 
Far  From  the  mouth 
oF  the  Dniepr. 

96.  NovomofkoFsk. 

97.  Alexopol. 
Konftantinograd. 
Slavianflc. 
Donetzk. 

10 1.  Mariupol. 

102.  Pavlograd. 

103.  Elizabethgrad. 

104.  Alexandria. 

105.  Novomirgorod. 

106.  NafchitFchevan. 

107.  BeriflauF. 

g  g  a  Vologda  : 


94. 
95- 


98 

99 

100 
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Vologda  :  Viatka. 


108. 
109. 
no. 
1  n. 
112. 

114. 


115. 

116. 
117. 

118. 


Veleflc. 

Griafovetch. 
Kadnikoff. 
Lalik. 
Nikolfk. 

Krafnoborfk. 
Uflfyfolfc. 

Archanoel 

Pinega. 
Onega. 
Kolmogory. 
Schenkurfk. 

Kharkqff  : 


Voltfchanfk. 

Solotfcheff. 

Valki. 

Krafnokutfk. 

BogodukhofF. 

Miropoliye. 

Bielopoliye. 

126.  Lebedin. 

127.  NedrigailofF. 


119. 
120. 
121. 

122. 
123. 

124. 
125 


In    St.   Petersburg    Go- 
vernment. 

128.  Sophia. 

129.  Romeftvenfk. 

130.  Oranienbaum. 

131.  Luga. 


Olonetz  : 

Petrozavodfk. 
Povienetch. 
Vytegra. 
Kem. 

136.  Lodeinoe  Pole» 

137.  Pudoga. 


132 
J33 
J34 
*35 


138.  Glafofsk. 

139.  Yelabuga. 

140.  Malmyfch. 

141.  Nolinfk. 

Pensa  : 

142.  Tfchembar. 

143.  Gorodifchtfche. 

144.  SchefchkeyefF. 

145.  Mokfchan. 

146.  Tro'itzk. 

147.  Krafnoflobodflc. 


148. 
149. 
150. 
151. 
152. 

J53- 
154. 


Simbirsk 

Kanadyei. 
Tagai. 
Karfun. 
KotyakofF. 
Buinfk. 
Singileiyeff. 
Ardatoff  on 
tyr. 


the  Ala- 


Saratoff. 


155.  Kvalynfk. 

156.  Volfk. 

157.  Kufnetzk. 

158.  BalafchofF. 

159.  Atkar. 

160.  Serdob. 

Kieff  : 

161.  Oiler. 

162.  Piriatin. 

163.  Khorol. 

164.  Goltva. 

165.  Gorodifchtfche. 

166.  Solotonofcha. 


167.  Go* 
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TSCHERNIGOFF : 

167.  Gorodnia. 

168.  Berefin. 

169.  Glinfk. 

170.  Lokvitza. 

171.  SienkofF. 

172.  Borfna. 

/ 

Novgorod  Sieverskoe  : 

173.  Mglinfk. 

174.  Krolevetch. 

175.  Pogar. 

176.  Korop. 

177.  Sofnitza. 

178.  Konotop. 

179.  Novomiefto. 

180.  Surafh. 

Kasan  : 

j  8 1.  Laifcheff. 

182.  Spaik. 

183.  Schiilopoliye. 

184.  Mamadyfch. 

185.  Arfk. 

186.  Tetyufchi. 

Perme  : 

187.  Perme. 

188.  Okhanfk. 

189.  Obvinfk. 

190.  Dalmatoff. 

191.  KamyfchlofF. 

192.  Alapaiyeff. 

193.  Offa. 
.  194.  Irbit. 

In  the  Mo sco  Government 

195.  Vofkrefenfk. 

196.  Bogorodfk. 

197.  Bronnitzy. 

198.  Nikitflc. 
J  99.  Podol. 


Ufa: 

200.  Menfelinflc. 

201.  Bugulminfk. 

202.  Buguraflanfk. 

203.  Belebyei. 

204.  Sterlitamazk. 

205.  Verchouralfk. 

206.  Tfchelyabinflc. 

207.  TroTtzk. 

208.  Bufuluk. 

209.  Sergiefsk. 

Tobolsk  : 

210.  Omfk. 

211.  Ifchin. 

212.  Kurgan. 

213.  Yaluturoff. 

214.  Atfchinfk. 

215.  Turukhan. 

216.  Kainfk. 

Kolyvan  ; 

217.  Semipalatfk. 

218.  Kolyvan. 

219.  Biilk. 

Caucasus : 

220.  Georgiefsk. 

221.  Alexandrofsk. 

222.  Yenotaiyefsk. 

223.  Stavropol. 

Tavrida  : 

224.  Simpheropol. 

225.  Eupatoria. 

226.  Dnieprofsk. 

227.  Melitopol. 

228.  Phanagoria. 

229.  Levkopol. 

Irkutzk 
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230. 
231. 

232. 
233- 
234- 
235- 
236. 

237- 
238. 

239- 

240. 


Irkutzk : 

Verchnoudinflc. 

Nifhnoudinfk. 

Kir  en  Ik. 

Doronfnfk. 

Bargufin. 

Strietenfk. 

Olckminfk. 

Olenflc. 

Shiganfk. 

Safchiverfk. 

Ifhiganflc. 


241.  Aklanfk. 

242.  Niflinykamtfchatlk. 


245. 
246. 
247. 


Riga: 


243.  Lemfal. 

244.  Volmar. 


RevAl  : 

Baltic  port. 
Veiffenftein. 
Vefenberg. 


No.  XIII. 


Note  intended  for  Infertlon  at  p.   72,  of  this  Volume  t  but 
inadvertently   omitted. 

THE  ftruggles  of  the  republicans  were  of  no  avail,  as 
they  were  never  unanimous  among  themfelves.  Confedera- 
tions indeed,  in  great  numbers,  fprung  up;  from  1767  to 
1772,  upwards  of  twenty  were  reckoned.  The  moll  re- 
markable of  them  was  that  which  was  formed  entirely 
feparate  from  all  the  reft,  by  Krafinfky,  bifhop  of  Kami- 
nietch,  who  had  withdrawn  from  Warfaw,  even  before  the 
termination  of  the  diet  in  1768,  to  Baar  in  Podolia  ;  and 
was  actuated  by  a  fpirit  of  the  wildeft  fanaticifm.  The 
ruffian  fuperiority  alio  quickly  diffolved  this  league  ;  three 
of  its  chiefs,  Krafinfky,  Pulafsky,  and  Potocki,  fled  into 
the  turkifh  territory.  The  remnant, .  however,  of  this 
confederation  continued  in  Poland;  they  declared  the  throne 
to  be  vacant ;  nay,  what  would  fcarcely  be  thought  pof- 
fible,  they  carried  off  the  king  from  the  capital,  though 
furrounded  by  poliili  and  ruffian  troops ;  but  a  no  lefs  won- 
4  derful 
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derful  event  preferved  his  life  and  liberty,  without  the  necef- 
fity  of  foreign  affiftance. 

The  confufion  was  fo  great,  that  nothing  but  a  fignal 
battle  could  bring  it  to  an  end.  But  in  order  to  this, 
foreign  nations  were  induced  to  take  part.  France  was  in 
too  nervelefs  a  condition  for  being  able  to  do  much  :  how- 
ever, Choifeul,  by  cabals  and  bribes,  found  the  means  to 
effect  fomething.  French  foldiers  too  were  fent  hither  to 
fight  for  the  independence  of  Poland  againft  the  Ruffians. 
Dumouriez  gathered  here  his  firft,  though  not  very  brilliant 
laurels. 
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